
California State University Channel Islands (CI) hosts more than a dozen free public lectures at libraries throughout 
Ventura County, as well as the Channel Islands Boating Center, and now a site in Ojai. The Fall Lecture Series will focus on the 

Syrian refugee crisis; local history; music technology; health; and the wine industry are among the topics that will be explored by CI experts from various academic programs 
including Biology, History, English, Computer Science, Political Science, Performing Arts, and Sociology to name a few. go.csuci.edu/librarylectureseries/

Library Lecture Series

NEWBURY PARK 
LIBRARY 
All lectures will be held 
Mondays, 7-8:30 p.m.at 
2331 Borchard Rd., Newbury Park 
toaks.org/library

“Social Enterprises: Merging business and 
purpose” – SEPT. 12
MARIA BALLESTEROS-SOLA, MBA, MRES, 
FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR, LECTURER IN BUSINESS 
Social Enterprises are hybrid organizations 
that merge purpose and profit. As these type of 
organizations become more prominent, much 
confusion still surrounds their definition, as 
well as their challenges and limitations. This 
presentation will review the broad spectrum 
of social enterprises, present well known cases 
and introduce the activities of CI’s California 
Institute for Social Business 

“Get SMART (Social Media   Applications 
and Really-useful Tools)” – OCT. 10
BRIAN THOMS, PH.D., ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF COMPUTER SCIENCE
Thoms will showcase a variety of useful 
and easy to use social media applications 
and how they can be used to stay connected 
and stay healthy. This presentation will 
feature demonstrations using popular social 
software such as Facebook and YouTube 
and popular health-related software such 
as Health Tap and Patients like Me. Thoms 
will also introduce his own social network 
SocialXYZ and health platform, Health 
e-Service to the audience. 

“Public Health Leadership in a Crisis” 
– NOV. 14
ZIN HTWAY, PH.D., LECTURER IN BIOLOGY
Public health leadership in a crisis theorizes the 
application of four leadership skills: technical 
skills, interpersonal skills, conceptual skills, 
and emotional skills. A leader of a public 
health crisis will have to use these four skills 
for coordinating, managing, and directing 
staff and resources. In addition to leading 
and managing public health resources, a 
leader in this role will also have to effectively 
communicate to the public and the media.

BLANCHARD 
COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
All lectures will be held 
Tuesdays, 6-8 p.m. at 119 N. 8th Street, Santa 
Paula blanchardlibrary.org/

“Robots of CSU Channel Islands: Some Talk 
the Talk, Some Walk the Walk” – SEPT. 20
DAVID CLAVEAU, PH.D., ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF COMPUTER SCIENCE 
We have been experimenting with robots to 
improve the ways in which we can interact 
with them. In one project we have a robot that 
can walk on four legs. It was designed and 
built entirely at CI and consists mainly of 3-D 
printed components. In another project we 
have made it possible for a humanoid robot 
to read aloud and communicate emotion by 
changing its voice and posture. 

“Family Storytelling Night: Traditions 
from around the World” – OCT. 18
CLAUDIA REDER, PH.D., LECTURER IN ENGLISH
All around the world families share stories to 
pass on values, traditions, history, a sense of 
humor, mischief, and recipes, while creating a 
sense of togetherness. This presentation will 
create and share family stories while learning 
about storytelling traditions from around the 
world.

“Danza Mexica: Indigenous Identity, 
Spirituality, and Activism ” – NOV. 15
JENNIE LUNA, PH.D., ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF CHICANA/O STUDIES 
We’ll examine the Danza Mexica (Aztec 
Dance) tradition of México Tenochtitlan as 
it has migrated and dispersed throughout 
the United States, transforming the identity 
politics, spiritual, and philosophical base of 
entire MeXicana/o communities in the process. 
The Danza “movement” is defined as both an 
embodiment of a physical act and a political act.  
Through understanding the significance of this 
constantly emerging movement, Indigenous 
(re)affirmations of identity continue to inform 
notions of self, homeland, spirituality, and 
community. 

“Reinterpreting Local History: La Voz 
de la Colonia, Ventura County’s Spanish 
Language Newspaper, 1926-1932” – DEC. 6
JOSE ALAMILLO, PH.D., PROFESSOR OF 
CHICANA/O STUDIES
La Voz de la Colonia is a recently discovered 
Spanish-language newspaper that was 
published in Santa Paula and circulated 
throughout Ventura and Santa Barbara 
Counties. The newspaper focused on labor 
struggles, school segregation, and community 
organizing efforts as well as sports and 
entertainment. This presentation will use La 
Voz de la Colonia to reinterpret key events in 
local history including the 1928 St. Francis 
Dam Disaster, the agricultural strikes during 
the Great Depression, and the segregation of 
Mexican students in public schools.

SIMI VALLEY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 
All lectures will be held 
Sundays, 2-3 p.m. at 2969 
Tapo Canyon Road, Simi Valley
simivalleylibrary.org

“A Day in the Life of a Breast Tumor” 
– SEPT. 11  
ZIN HTWAY, PH.D., LECTURER IN BIOLOGY
A detailed pathology overview of the diagnostic 
process of breast tumors and breast cancers from 
mammogram to molecular testing.

“College Education Inside the Prison 
Industrial Complex” – OCT. 9 
MARIANO BAEZ, LECTURER IN LIBERAL STUDIES
CI partnered with the Ventura Maximum Youth 
Correctional Facility to offer a service learning 
course (LS200) inside the facility and is led by 
Mariano Baez who instructs CI students from all 
majors on how to plan and implement academic 
lesson plans to an incarcerated male and female 
population. The program has successfully 
serviced approximately 60 females and 120 
males in the last three years. 

“Greenhouse Gases and Microbes” 
– NOV. 13
PATRICIA TAVORMINA, PH.D., LECTURER IN 
BIOLOGY
Fossil fuel technologies and infrastructure 
regularly fail, impacting local ecosystems and 
adding to our global carbon footprint. Come 
learn the similarities and differences in the 
environmental microbial response to these large 
scale hydrocarbon emission events, and how 
microbes help absorb some of the greenhouse 
gases we generate.

“An Appreciation of the Chaparral Flora, 
with pre- and post-fire observations” 
– DEC. 11
STEVEN NORRIS, PH.D., LECTURER IN BIOLOGY
In the habitats surrounding the CI campus, 
Norris has identified and photographed 
nearly 130 native plant species. Many species 
are abundant, others are rarely seen, some 
didn’t appear until after the fire, and a couple 
are endangered. This presentation covers 
the evolution of this small project through 
various stages - appreciation, documentation, 
exploration.

OJAI LIBRARY 
All lectures will be 
held Saturdays, 
1-2:30 p.m. at 111 E. Ojai Ave, Ojai
vencolibrary.org/locations/ojai-library

“New Directions in Music Technology” 
– SEPT. 3
TED LUCAS, D.M.A., LECTURER IN 
PERFORMING ARTS
A live demonstration and explanation of how 
computer technology has come to dominate 
both the art and the business of music, with 
emphasis on movie music, commercials and 
video games.

“Southern California’s 19th Century Wine 
Industry” – OCT. 1 
JULIA ORNELAS-HIGDON, PH.D., ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR OF HISTORY
Discover the history of Southern California’s 
pre-prohibition wine industry. Learn about the 
diverse groups who built the wine industry, 
from Spanish missionaries, Mexicans, and 
California Indians to German, Chinese, and 
American immigrants. Ornelas-Higdon will 
explain what factors led to the demise of Los 
Angeles’s vineyards and wineries, and why the 
industry ultimately transitioned to Napa and 
Sonoma.

NOV. 5 –TBD

“Liquid Histories: Madeira and Port Wine” 
– DEC. 3
RAINER BUSCHMANN, PH.D., PROFESSOR OF 
HISTORY
Most of us have tasted fortified wine at one 
point or another. Few of us, however, are aware 
of the multifaceted history behind the marriage 
between grapes, sugarcane, and strong spirit. 
This lecture will highlight why Madeira became 
such prominent place to grow grapes during the 
early period of Iberian expansion; it will discuss 
the utility of fortified wine in European ocean 
crossings; the importance of fortified wine in 
British and American identity formation; and 
lastly the development of the different Port and 
Madeira varieties by the 20th century.

CHANNEL ISLANDS BOATING 
CENTER 
All lectures will be held Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. at 
3880 Bluefin Circle at Channel Islands Harbor, 
Oxnard  go.csuci.edu/cibc

“There’s No Time Like Now! Cultivate 
Mindfulness to Enhance Overall Well-
Being” – SEPT. 22
CHRISTY TERANISHI-MARTINEZ, PH.D., 
PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY
Multitasking has become increasingly 
important in our fast-paced society. 
Smartphones, MP3 players, and navigation 
systems have become necessities in our 
day-to-day activities. However, overuse 
of technology and multitasking can lead 
to decreased attention and performance. 
Teranishi-Martinez will discuss strategies 
for cultivating mindfulness in order to 
foster creativity, improve relationships, and 
enhance overall well-being.

“In the Image of Elijah: Creating a 
Monastic Community in Medieval Italy” 
– NOV. 3 
ALISON PERCHUK, PH.D., ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR OF ART
How do we create community? Typically we 
think of communities as arising naturally 
around some shared bond: family, religion, 
politics, favorite activities or sports teams. 
But for a community to really cohere, it 
needs to have a concept of its own individual 
identity. We’ll explore how one 12th-century 
Italian monastery used the visual arts, 
architecture, and landscape to create a sense 
of its unique identity—and how we can apply 
these lessons to understanding our own 
world today.

Community 
Lecture Series

Fall 2016
CAMARILLO PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 
All lectures will be held Mondays, 6:30-8 
p.m. unless otherwise noted at 4101 Las 
Posas Rd., Camarillo  camarillolibrary.org

“The Syrian War and Its Political and 
Humanitarian Consequences” 
– Tuesday, SEPT. 20
REHA KADAKAL, PH. D., ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF SOCIOLOGY
Nearly 5 million Syrian refugees have been 
forced to flee their home country, and more 
than half of the refugees are children. Based 
on his observations in Turkey, Kadakal will 
discuss the scale and the ongoing impact of this 
humanitarian crisis, and its imminent effects 
on the prospects of peace in the region and 
globally. 

“Influenza A Viruses in Artificial 
Community Water Ponds: Potential for IAV 
Surveillance” – OCT. 10
ZIN HTWAY, PH.D., LECTURER IN BIOLOGY
Viruses that have the potential to wipe out 
the poultry industry here and in other major 
poultry export countries has been found in 
community water ponds in both the cities 
and countryside in Southern California. The 
Influenza A Viruses (IAV) are transmissible to 
both humans and birds. It’s a flu-like illness for 
humans, and can be deadly to birds. Htway will 
explain how the virus got into our ponds and 
fountains from its source in Southern China, 
and why it’s important to study this further, 
and perhaps develop a vaccine.

“Re-visioning History: Women Poets, 
Mythology, and the Power of Storytelling” 
– NOV. 14
COLLEEN HARRIS-KEITH, M.L.S., M.F.A., ED.D., 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN
Our stories and mythologies become a part 
of us, and connect us to broader systems 
of culture and values. To continue to live, 
mythologies are often revitalized and revived 
through poetry. Harris-Keith will discuss how 
contemporary women poets are reclaiming 
power by working with mythological 
structures, adapting them, subverting them, 
and building something new as they re-tell old 
stories in new skins, and will talk about how 
community members might start their own 
re-visioning of beloved stories.

“Recovering Imagination: Is There a Poem 
Unspoken Inside You?” – DEC. 12 
CLAUDIA REDER, PH.D., LECTURER IN ENGLISH
The path of poetry begins when you pick up a 
pencil, or a piece of clay, and pay attention to 
the seeds of memory. Join us as we journey 
through poetry in this interactive workshop. 
If you like to engage your imagination through 
writing, or if you have never written before but 
want to, this workshop is for you. go.csuci.edu/librarylectureseries/

http://www.csuci.edu/academics/artsandsciences/library-lecture-series
http://toaks.org/library
http://blanchardlibrary.org
http://simivalleylibrary.org
http://vencolibrary.org/locations/ojai-library
http://go.csuci.edu/cibc
http://camarillolibrary.org
http://www.csuci.edu/academics/artsandsciences/library-lecture-series

