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PROGRAM/DEPARTMENT: Center for Community Engagement
ACTIVITY TITLE: Serve it UP
DATE (S) OF ACTIVITY: Fall 2016-Spring 2017

Please submit via email to the IRA Coordinator along with any supporting documentation
at david.daniels@csuci.edu within 30 days after the activity.

Thank you for your commitment to engaging our students!

A. ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

)

PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY:
The Center for Community Engagement, Retention, Outreach, and Inclusive Student Services (ROI),
Veterans Affairs, and the Multicultural Dream Center have collaborated on a cross-divisional
initiative to contribute to building a culture of service at Cl. Serve It Up is a year-long program that
provides the CSU Channel Islands community with service opportunities throughout Ventura County.
The initiative involves signature service days created and implemented by student leaders, our kick-
off event begins at Freshman Orientation (IRA monies did not go toward orientation service event).
Events take place off-campus at various community organization sites. All participants are provided
with a Serve It Up t-shirt, reusable Serve It Up water bottle, lunch, bus transportation and an engaging
day of service and learning within the local Ventura community.
The service events included:

Student Service Summit: Saturday, August 26, 2016

o The 4" annual Student Service Summit’s primary focus is to aid student success by assisting
incoming first year and transfer students with a successful social transition in the first week of
school. New students can network with peers in a purposeful way, learn the value of community
engagement, meet student leaders and staff members, and gain exposure to campus culture.

e United Way Day of Caring: Saturday, September 17, 2016
Each year, the CI community participates in United Way’s annual Day of Caring, an event which
brings together thousands of volunteers to help nonprofit organizations. This year, President Beck
joined CI volunteers at the Boys and Girls Club of Camarillo to paint the interior of the building
before the children returned for the school year. After completing this huge painting project,
participants engaged in a reflection activity while enjoying a meal together.

e Veterans Day of Service: Friday, November 4, 2016
In collaboration with the Veterans Affairs offices, students, staff and faculty volunteered at The
Abundant Table, a local organic farm that promotes sustainability. Students learned more about
the farming community by actively weeding and harvesting seasonal vegetables with farmers in
the field. After serving together, volunteers enjoyed lunch while listening to an immigrant farmer
share her story about the agriculture industry.

e Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service: Friday, February 24, 2017
Cl volunteers celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by participating in a service day at FOOD Share.

This local food bank feeds over 74,500 hungry Ventura County residents a month and CI volunteers
contributed to this mission by sorting cans and food items to be distributed to families in need.
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e César Chéavez Day of Service: Friday, April 21, 2017
To remember the life and work of César Chévez, our final service day was spent at Community Roots

Garden, a local organic garden run by the Oxnard community. CI volunteers partnered with 3"
graders from Barbara Webster Elementary in Santa Paula to participate in harvesting, weeding, and
composting activities. After enjoying lunch together, the group reflected on their own role in making
the community a better place.

For each service day participant’s received a Serve it UP t-shirt, rode the Roadrunner shuttle together,
shared a meal and participated in reflection activities. This initiative created a cross-divisional
community engagement collaboration that 1) contributes to building a culture of service at ClI, 2).
creates an opportunity to become a aware of local issues, 3) contributes to making a difference in the
community 4) creates a community among CI students, 4). brands service as altruistic adventurism.

HOW DID THE ACTIVITY RELATE TO A COURSE(S) AND/OR LEARNING OBJECTIVES?

This activity links to the institutional mission-based outcome of many UNIV courses, but specifically
to UNIV250. The learning objectives for this course included: mission-based outcomes): Sophomore
Seminar. The learning objectives for this course include: - Take individual and collective actions
which can address issues of public concern - Deliberate with others and present arguments clearly,
logically, and creatively This activity will provide students an opportunity understand a community
issue or needs, learn more about what non-profits are doing in our community and, through reflection
circles, be able to speak about their community experience

WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE STRENGTHS OF THE ACTIVITY?

Placing students in the community

Building community through service

Introducing students to community leaders

Variety of service projects.

Campus — community involvement/ community impact

Creating sustainable community partnerships

Providing an opportunity for students to serve alongside each other and meet other students.
Cross-divisional collaboration allowed us to leverage resources.

Having a bus to transport all the participants

Opportunity for our student leaders to create and lead a campus activity.
Students are learning and serving through the mission.

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE/WERE THE ACTIVITY’S WEAKNESSES?

The date of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day proves to be a challenge. We try to set the date close to
this service day; however students are just coming back from winter break, so getting students to
RSVP for this event continues to be a bit of a test.

HOW WOULD YOU IMPROVE THIS ACTIVITY FOR NEXT TIME?
This activity is working very well. Many areas are contributing and we have lots of student

involvement in the planning, marketing and execution of the service days.
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(6) WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE PROCESS?
The CI community is eager to get out into the community and serve. What begins as a quiet
ride to the service site always ends up being a lively bus ride back to CI many spoke about
continuing to serve the community.

(7) WHAT ARE STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE ACTIVITY? ATTACH STUDENT EVALUATIONS OR
ASSESSMENTS (IN ACCORDANCE WITH FERPA RESTRICTIONS YOU MUST REMOVE ALL PERSONALLY
IDENTIFIABLE STUDENT INFORMATION)

SEE E-FILES.

8) GIVE A SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR THE ACTIVITY (DO NOT INCLUDE ACCOUNTING STRINGS)

SEE E-FILES.

B. ATTENDEE LIST- SUPPORTING DOCUMENT:

In addition to the report form, in a separate document, attach to your email a list of attendees complete
with each student major and grade level. This for IRA Committee reference only and will not be
published on the IRA website. Include your name and the title of your IRA activity on the document.

C.IMAGES FROM ACTIVITY:

Please embed 3-5 images in this document (or attach in .JPEG format) that demonstrate student
participation with captions/titles.

See poster attached. The poster was displayed at the CCE’s annual Celebration of Service poster session
and event on Thursday, May 4, 2017. Students who participated in some of the service days stood by the
poster and spoke about their experiences.
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The Center for Community Engagement, Retention, Outreach, and
Inclusive Student Services (ROI), Veterans Affairs, and Campus Life
have collaborated on a cross-divisional initiative to contribute to
building a culture of service at Cl. Serve It Up is a year-long program
that provides the CSU Channel Islands community with service
opportunities throughout Ventura County. The initiative involves
signature service days created and implemented by student leaders.
Events take place off-campus at various community organization
sites. All participants are provided with a Serve It Up t-shirt, reusable
Serve It Up water bottle, lunch, bus transportation and an engaging
day of service and learning within the local Ventura community.
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Student Reflections

“I learned how FOOD Share receives donations to be distributed to pantries
throughout Ventura County. | was amazed by how
many people are able to be fed in our county.”

“I learned about the impact we can have on children's lives In just one day and
the significance of the Boys and Girls Club to the community.”

“Working with local children adds another dimension that makes the
experience more fulfilling. We need to keep building these positive relationships
within the community. | am proud to be a part of such a caring campus!

A Cross-Divisional Initiative to Build a Culture of Service at CI

2016-2017 Serve It Up Events

Student Service Summit: Saturday, August 26, 2016

The 4™ annual Student Service Summit’s primary focus is to aid student
success by assisting incoming first year and transfer students with a
successful social transition in the first week of school. New students can
network with peers in a purposeful way, learn the value of community
engagement, meet student leaders and staff members, and gain exposure to
campus culture.

United Way Day of Caring: Saturday, September 17, 2016

Each year, the ClI community participates in United Way’s annual Day of
Caring, an event which brings together thousands of volunteers to help
nonprofit organizations. This year, President Beck joined CI volunteers at
the Boys and Girls Club of Camarillo to paint the interior of the building
before the children returned for the school year. After completing this huge
painting project, participants engaged in a reflection activity while enjoying
a meal together.

Veterans Day of Service: Friday, November 4, 2016

In collaboration with the Veterans Affairs offices, students, staff and faculty
volunteered at The Abundant Table, a local organic farm that promotes
sustainability. Students learned more about the farming community by
actively weeding and harvesting seasonal vegetables with farmers in the
field. After serving together, volunteers enjoyed lunch while listening to an
Immigrant farmer share her story about the agriculture industry.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service: Friday, February 24, 2017
Cl volunteers celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by participating in a
service day at FOOD Share. This local food bank feeds over 74,500 hungry
Ventura County residents a month and CI volunteers contributed to this
mission by sorting cans and food items to be distributed to families in need.

César Chavez Day of Service: Friday, April 21, 2017

To remember the life and work of César Chavez, our final service day was
spent at Community Roots Garden, a local organic garden run by the
Oxnard community. Cl volunteers partnered with 3" graders from Barbara
Webster Elementary in Santa Paula to participate in harvesting, weeding,
and composting activities. After enjoying lunch together, the group
reflected on their own role in making the community a better place.
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