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Lucas to take on new role with University

 At the end of this academic year, Ted Lucas will 
step aside as University Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs. Lucas will not be retiring 
from the University, but rather will work for the 
Chancellor’s Office on special projects.
 Since coming to the University, Lucas has served 
as an Academic Planner, Chief of Staff, and in 2003 
he was appointed to his current post of Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs. In each of his 
roles, Lucas provided leadership and oversight in the 
areas of academic planning, strategic planning, and 
most recently the University’s Initial Accreditation 
by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC).
 “I appreciate the friendship and the partnership that Ted and I have shared in the grand 
experiment of creating this new University,” Rush said. “He is a trusted and valued colleague 
who will always have a strong place in the history of Channel Islands.”
 Prior to his work at Channel Islands, Lucas served as Director of the School of Music and 
Dance at San Jose State University, Associate Provost and Dean of Fine Arts at Southwestern 
University, and Music Department Chairman at Beloit College.
 “It is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to help build a new university from the ground up, 
and I have enjoyed every minute of it,” Lucas said. “Having had the honor of serving as 
Provost of this rapidly growing, innovative institution for five years and seeing the John Spoor 
Broome Library become a reality have been the greatest joys of my professional career. And 
it has been the privilege of a lifetime to serve under my friend and colleague, President 
Richard Rush. I feel that the time is right, however, to step aside and to give someone else 
the opportunity to help take this University to the next level.”
 Lucas said that he is looking forward to assisting the Chancellor’s Office through special 
assignments related to community college transfer issues and the American Democracy 
Project. He will work from an office on campus that the University is providing for the system 
office, according to Rush.
 “My long-range plans are to return to the classroom and to pursue research that has 
been on hold for too long,” Lucas said.
 Among his many contributions to California State University Channel Islands, Lucas 
composed the University’s Alma Mater in 2002 and the recessional march played at CSUCI’s 
commencement ceremonies. Lucas is a talented composer, violinist, and pianist, and holds 
a doctorate in Ethnomusicology and Composition from the University of Illinois. He resides in 
Camarillo with his wife Judy.

Kudos . . . University President Richard R. Rush 
was named Educator of the Year by the 
Camarillo Chamber of Commerce and wa
one of 10 individuals and organizations honored at the Chamber’s Top 
Ten Community Awards event March 8. Winners of the Top Ten Awards 
were nominated by members of the Camarillo community.
 California State University Channel Islands was cited as “a boon 
for Ventura County citizens” in the Ventura County Economic Outlook 
recently published by the University of California Santa Barbara 
Economic Forecast Project. The publication also noted the opening 
of CSUCI “is the most important Ventura County innovation since the 
founding of Amgen” and it also stated that CSUCI will “significantly 
improve life in Ventura County.”
 Bill Cordeiro has been named the Senior Associate Dean and 
Director of the Martin V. Smith School of Business and Economics. In 
this role, Cordeiro will serve as a member of the CSUCI administrative 
leadership team within Academic Affairs with administrative 
responsibility for the School of Business & Economics in particular, 
and he will work within Academic Affairs and across the University to 
facilitate the growth and development of graduate programs and student 
policies and procedures. 
 In December, Renny Christopher was appointed Associate Vice 

President for Faculty Affairs. Christopher reports 
directly to the University Provost and will serve 

as a member of the Provost’s management 
team. Her responsibilities include serving as 
the campus liaison with the Chancellor’s Office 
of Human Resource Services, supervising the 

campus Faculty Affairs staff, developing clear and 
effective procedures for the Faculty Affairs office, 

organizing and managing faculty searches and faculty appointments, 
serving as University representative in matters involving the collective 
bargaining agreement, and advising on issues relative to faculty working 
conditions. 

 Joan Karp has accepted the 
position of Senior Associate 
Dean and Director of the School 

of Education. In this role, Karp will oversee the credential office and 
the field experience/placement office, and provide support to School of 
Education faculty and staff in furthering the mission-centered goals of 
Academic Affairs.   
 Both Amanda Quintero and Renny Christopher have been selected 
as members of Leadership California’s Class of 2008 for its California 
Issues & Trends Program (CIT). This is a prestigious, yearlong program 
for 60 women leaders from across the state of California. Quintero is the 
Interim Associate Vice President for Research and Sponsored Programs, 
and Christopher is the Associate Vice President for Faculty Affairs.
 Andrew Merithew and Emily Mazzucchi 
were each awarded a $3,000 Alzheimer’s 
Research Scholarship. This was the inaugural
year for the scholarships and the 2008 winn
will be announced in the spring. Merithew is 
pursuing a double major in BioChemistry - Ce
and Molecular Biology, and has aspirations 
of working toward the doctorate of chemistry 
graduate school. Mazzucchi is a Biology majo
who intends to work toward a doctorate in pharmacy following her 
graduation from CSUCI in May.
 California State University Channel Islands has been recognized 
with the 2008 El Concilio President’s Building Bridges Award. The 
organization is recognizing the efforts of CSUCI for opening its “doors 
wide to the residents of Ventura County and beyond by building bridges 
to higher education for our underserved and unrepresented communites 
within the region.” The mission of El Concilio del Condado de Ventura is 
to take the lead in improving the quality of life of the Latino community, 
and by extension, the community-at-large, by providing quality programs 
and services, advocating for the clients it serves, and collaborating with 
other community organizations and agencies.

Students get a taste of MOCA every other week

 A new relationship was forged this spring between a dominant member of the Los 
Angeles arts community and California State University Channel Islands. Students in 
CSUCI’s “Museum Class” are now learning from and working with the staff at The Museum 
of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles. In past semesters, students of the Museum Class have 
learned from staff members of The Getty.
 The Museum: Culture, Business, Education, is a 400-level class that echoes the 
University’s mission to educate students across disciplines. The course was created in 
2002 as a collaboration of Irina D. Costache, Professor of Art; Joan Karp, Senior Associate 
Dean and Director of the School of Education; and Bill Cordeiro, Senior Associate Dean and 
Director of the Martin V. Smith School of Business and Economics. 
 Costache is co-teaching the class this semester with Andrew Morris, Associate Professor 
of Business and Economics, who teaches the business and marketing portion of the course.
 “This class doesn’t just focus on one thing like appreciating art or going to a museum,” 
Costache explained. “The students are learning about all the different elements that come 
together to run an organization like MOCA.”
 The Museum Class is held once a week sometimes on campus and other times 
students travel to one of the MOCA locations (Grand Avenue, the Geffen Contemporary and 
the Pacific Design Center) or the Carnegie Museum of Art in Oxnard, which has been a part 
of the Museum Class curriculum each semester. On these trips they hear from one or more 

of the museums’ staff members. Recently, Alma Ruiz, Curator, and Ari Wiseman, 
MOCA’s Deputy Director, gave the students their first look at the museum’s 
organizational chart and a better understanding of what exactly a curator and a 
deputy director of a museum of this type and size are responsible for.
 One of the underlying themes of the Museum Class is showing students that in
the field of art, for example, the only career option is not being an artist. Instead, 
organizations like MOCA also need curators who are passionate about art and 
have a penchant for creating captivating exhibitions. When Ruiz explained to the 
students the different elements that had to come together for MOCA’s current 
exhibition “Collecting Collections,” many students seemed surprised that creating 
an exhibition is as much about the art as it is the research, communication, 
marketing, and project management.
 Then there are the things—like security—that many people don’t even think 
about when they visit a place like MOCA. Wiseman said things like security fall under his watch as deputy director.
 “Museum security is quite different than bank security,” he explained, which dispelled images of uniformed guards standing next to paintings. 
“With museums there is the compromise between the experience and keeping it as tight as Fort Knox.”
 Wiseman also explained how a private non-profit organization like MOCA is run. In just a short time, using MOCA as the example, the 
students learned how a board of directors interacts with staff, the types of decisions reserved for board members, and the value each board 
member can bring to an organization.
 “In addition to understanding all the different elements that make up an organization like MOCA, I hope this class teaches students there are 
world class collections of art at museums less than an hour from where they live,” Costache said.

Professor Irina Costache speaks to her students outside the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Los Angeles.

Wilson new VP for 
University Advancement

Julia C. Wilson joined California State 
University Channel Islands as the Vice 
President for University Advancement in 
March. She comes to the University from 

the Grameen 
Foundation where 
she served as 
the foundation’s 
Executive Director 
of Development 
for the West Coast 
region. 
 The Grameen
Foundation works 
closely with the 
Grameen Bank 
in Bangladesh 
to replicate 
their model of 
microfinance in 

countries all over the world. Professor 
Muhammad Yunus, founding board 
member of the Grameen Foundation, and 
the Grameen Bank were awarded the 2006 
Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts to create 
economic and social development and 
assist large populations to break the cycle 
of poverty. 
 “Julia comes to CSUCI with a breadth 
of development experiences that have 
given her the opportunity to work in concert 
with a variety of individuals regionally, 
nationwide and internationally,” said 
University President Richard R. Rush. 
 In her new role as Vice President 
for University Advancement, Wilson will 
oversee all development and fund-raising 
activities, and work with the University’s 
Communications & Marketing unit to 
support those endeavors. 
 Prior to her work with the Grameen 
Foundation, Wilson was the Chief Executive 
Officer for CommNexus, a 250-company 
sponsored trade organization serving the 
telecommunications industry in San Diego. 
Wilson also served as the Director of 
Corporate and Foundation Relations at San 
Diego State University and as the Director 
of the Western Regional Office/Regional 
Campaign Director with Arizona State 
University. 
 Wilson holds a master of business 
degree with an emphasis in health 
administration from Arizona State 
University; a master of arts degree in Child 
Psychology from Arizona State University; 
and a bachelor of arts degree in Biology/
Medical Technology from Anderson 
University.
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Students take honors at CSU Media Arts Festival  
 Four California State University Channel Islands students took home 
honors at the 2007 CSU Media Arts Festival, held on the CSUCI campus 
in November. This is the fifth consecutive year CSUCI students have 

earned honors. The 
Media Arts Festival 
showcases student 
work in film, video, 
and interactive media 
from all 23 campuses 
of the California State 
University system.
 CSUCI student 
earning honors were 
Rebecca McFarland 
for the Web site: www.

rebeccamcfarland.com, second place interactive media category; Jamey 
Cobb for the Web site: www.jameycobb.com, third  place, interactive 
media category; Muir Freeland for the “Restless Winter Web site”: 
www.restlesswinter.com, fourth place, interactive media category; 
and Chris Anderson, “The Painter,” www.anexisdesigns.com, fourth 
place, animation category. 

Gary Soto visits CSUCI
 More than 250 people, including local high school students and 
teachers, community members, and Channel Islands faculty, students, 
and staff enjoyed an evening with Poet Gary Soto on Thursday, Feb. 7. 
Soto spoke about his writing, answered numerous questions from the 
audience, and read many passages from his various works of poetry and 
fiction.
 Soto is a Fresno-based poet as well as a well-known writer for young 
adults. He is an award-winning author of more than 10 books of poetry. 
Among his books of poetry are: “A Simple Plan” (Chronicle Books, 2007); 
“One Kind of Faith” (2003); and “Junior College” (1997). His novels 
include “Amnesia in a Republican County” (University of New Mexico, 
2003); “Poetry Lover” (2001) and “Nickel and Dime” (2000).

Students paint mural at Casa Pacifica
 Several students worked to paint a mural in the Casa Pacifica 
meeting room as part of their senior capstone project under the 
instruction of Matt Furmanski, Assistant Professor of Art. The meeting 
room is the location for familial visitations, and the students painted 
a fantastic jungle scene on its walls. Students who participated in the 
project were Jessel Aspuria, Heidi Guzman, Meredith Husk, Jessica 
Lopez, Melanie Tormos, Cherie Baker, and Deanna Kessler. 

OLLI participates in program to engage seniors with University
 “Dessert and Discourse” is a joint project coupling CSUCI, the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute, and the City of Camarillo’s Camarillo Council 
on Aging to engage seniors with the University’s faculty members. The 
programs run twice each month until May. CSUCI faculty lead discussions 
on topics within their field and are joined by some undergraduate 
students.

Biomedical Imaging class visits Kaiser facility
 During the fall semester Geoff Dougherty, Professor of Physics, took 
students of his Introduction to Biomedical Imaging course to visit the 
medical imaging facilities 
at Kaiser Permanente’s 
Woodland Hills Medical 
Center. Tom O’Grady (‘05 
Biology) facilitated the visit 
and showed the class the 
imaging modalities in the 
Radiology and Nuclear 
Medicine Departments. 
 “This was such an 
incredible visit”, said Jim 
Wilber, a student who 
visited the facility, “It was 
amazing to see first-hand so many people dedicated to the diagnosis and 
treatment of disease.” Another student, Jasmin Seargeant, said that the 
visit had sealed her decision to pursue a career in medical imaging.

MVS brings national business author to campus
 Nearly 230 attended a presentation given by best selling author and 
international lecturer David Allen, who spoke on the topic of “Getting 
Things Done, The Art of Stress Free Productivity.” This was the first of a 
series of events to be promoted by the Business Advisory Council (BAC) 
for the Martin V. Smith School of Business & Economics.
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