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to intermittent vegetation removal both naturally and under permit by the VCWPD. Therefore,
delineation of wetlands that are determined in part by vegetation coverage was based on
current characteristics.

CDFG jurisdiction is determined based on riparian habitat and the location of bed, bank, and
channel as compared to vegetation, soil, and hydrologic parameters. CDFG jurisdiction extends
the width of the creek channels from the top edge of the levees.

Wildlife Movement. The CSUCI campus and potential future conveyance areas are not
within any mapped regional wildlife movement corridor; however, Calleguas Creek does
provide an important pathway for the movement of aquatic related organisms from the Pacific
Ocean to the upper parts of its watershed. In addition, the undeveloped lands on campus and
in the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area lie at the western edge of the Santa Monica
Mountains and so are part of a primarily undisturbed core natural area containing native
habitats and associated wildlife.

4.3.2 Impact Analysis

Previous biological analyses were prepared for the Master Plan Area as part of the 1998
Campus Master Plan EIR, which has been incorporated by reference. Further biological studies
conducted at the project site and included herein include a sensitive plant survey within
potential fuel modification zones adjacent to proposed development areas during June and July
of 1999 and recent (October 2008) wetland delineation surveys.

a. Significance Thresholds

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Chapter 1, Section 21001 (c) states that it is
the policy of the State of California to “prevent the elimination of fish and wildlife species due
to man’s activities, ensure that fish and wildlife populations do not drop below self-
perpetuating levels, and preserve for future generations representations of all plant and animal
communities.” Environmental impacts relative to biological resources are assessed herein using
impact significance criteria encompassing CEQA guidelines and federal, state and local plans,
regulations, and ordinances. The State CEQA Guidelines Appendix G provides the following
general statements to determine if significant impacts to biological resources could occur if a
project action would:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect (i.e. significantly reduce species population, reduce
species habitat, restrict reproductive capacity), either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status
species in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by CDFG or USFWS;

b) Have a substantial adverse effect (i.e. direct/indirect reduction) on any riparian habitat
or other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies
regulations, or by the CDFG or USFWS;

¢) Have a substantial adverse effect (i.e. direct/indirect reduction) on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including but not limited to,
marsh vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, or hydrological
interruption, or other means;
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d) Interfere substantially (i.e. direct/indirect reduction) with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites;

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a
tree preservation policy or ordinance; and

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Preservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan.

To determine whether or not impacts can be sufficiently mitigated or whether the project would
result in an unavoidable adverse significant impact to species listed under an ESA, the
regulatory framework of the state and federal ESAs as outlined above (page 4.3-8) needs to be
considered. The criteria established under these acts provide a basis for determining whether
or not a significant impact is fully mitigated, and sufficient compliance with these laws to obtain
an incidental take permit indicates that impacts have been reduced to a level of less than
significant.

b. Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Significant biological effects were previously identified to occur as a result of the CSUCI Master
Plan, as discussed in the 1998 Master Plan EIR. The following discussion is limited to changes
and additional impacts that would result from the proposed Master Plan revisions.

09-Impact BIO-1 Potential impacts to endangered or threatened wildlife
species or other special-status wildlife species due to the
reduction of habitat. Impacts are Class II, significant but
mitigable.

Three federally and/ or state listed wildlife species may occur onsite; however, no designated
critical habitat for these species exists within the boundaries of the campus or the potential
future Open Space Conveyance Area. Specifically, American peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus
anatum) is a State Endangered species that may forage and hunt in habitats present within the
New Access Road Area and in the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area habitats.
However, the project sites do not contain suitable nesting habitat and the primary forage area
for this species is the coastal resources further south of the site. No significant impacts to this
species would be anticipated from the current proposed actions.

Coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica) is a federally threatened species
that could potentially nest in the Venturan coastal sage scrub habitat present within the campus
and the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area; however, its presence is considered
unlikely as it has never been observed in this portion of the Santa Monica Mountains.
Therefore, given its lack of presence, no impacts to this species is likely.

Least Bell's vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus) is a federally and state listed endangered species that was
observed by Rincon during the 2008 wetland delineation within the eastern portion of Long
Grade Canyon Creek. Although the riparian stands in this area lack the density and structure
preferred by this species for nesting and the bird seen was likely a transient migrant, the
construction of the road and pedestrian bridges would remove willow vegetation that is used
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by this species for foraging and cover. If vegetation is removed while the least Bell’s vireo is
present and potentially nesting, this impact would be considered significant.

Additional special status species in the project area include the western whiptail, coast horned
lizard, Cooper’s hawk, tri-colored blackbird, southern California rufous-crowned sparrow,
yellow warbler, white-tailed kite, merlin, prairie falcon, yellow-breasted chat, loggerhead
shrike, San Diego desert woodrat, and several species of bats. Development of facilities in the
New Access Road Area would not directly affect an appreciably amount of the habitat needed
by these species, and impacts are considered less than significant in this area. Several of these
animals are also likely to be present within the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area
and could be affected by recreation development actions that may occur within that area. Since
the full scope of recreational development is unknown at this time, the level of effects is also
unknown. Current proposed actions would involve primarily maintenance activities (such as
road repairs) and the construction of a small facility at the former dairy area, a location that was
previously disturbed and contains no habitat for special status species. These near term actions
are unlikely to have a significant effect on special status wildlife species. However, future use
of the area may include the development of a new trailhead and construction of new trails
throughout the open space area. The trailhead (parking area and possibly fencing and signage)
is expected to be developed within the previously disturbed and ruderal areas in the central
portion of the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area and would not affect native
habitats on which special status wildlife are dependent. However, depending on whether or
not any new trails are developed and located in such an area as to disturb critical habitat
features for these animals, significant impacts could occur. In addition to these direct effects,
indirect effects to special status wildlife could occur as follows:

e Construction-related noise and increased human presence may disrupt foraging,
sleeping patterns, and breeding behavior and displacement of individuals;

e Disturbance of nests during breeding season by site users moving through native
habitat;

e Provision of landscaping and alternative food sources that could attract nest predators
such as crows to the project site and so to the sensitive bird nests; and

¢ Disturbance associated with onsite noise and light.

The loss of coastal sage scrub and riparian habitats would incrementally reduce the populations
of those sensitive animals found within these habitat types. However, as discussed in the 1998
Master Plan EIR, the amount of habitat remaining for these species within the campus is
substantial enough to maintain their local breeding populations. Nonetheless, the potential loss
of individuals of, and indirect impacts to, endangered or threatened wildlife species or other
special-status wildlife species is considered a potentially significant impact unless adequately
mitigated.

Mitigation Measures. The potential for significant effects associated with the current
actions is dependent on the location of future, unknown long term development relative to the
location of special status wildlife habitat. Subsequent biological field studies are necessary
once final plans have been developed such that an actual trail design or other recreational
resource is available for assessment and avoidance measures can be implemented. The
following mitigation measures are proposed to reduce impacts to endangered and threatened or
otherwise special-status wildlife species.
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09-BIO-1(a) Special-status wildlife species surveys shall be conducted within the
Open Space Conveyance Area to determine the presence/absence of
any endangered, threatened, or otherwise sensitive wildlife species
at such time that specific facilities are proposed. Should the survey
results conclude the presence of endangered or threatened species,
consultation with USFWS or the CDFG will be required to
determine whether or not an incidental take permit may be
necessary. Also, prior to the commencement of any subsequent
grading operations or other activities involving disturbance of
natural habitat, a survey would be conducted to locate special-
status wildlife species within 100 feet of the outer extent of projected
soil disturbance activities, and any special status wildlife species
encountered shall be relocated to suitable habitat outside of the
fenced construction area by a qualified biologist in accordance with
appropriate permits. A biological monitor will also be present at
the initiation of vegetation clearing to provide an education
program to the construction operators regarding the efforts needed
to protect special-status wildlife species. Fencing or flagging would
be installed around the limits of grading prior to the initiation of
vegetation clearing.

09-BIO-1(b) The winter prior to construction activities within Long Grade
Canyon Creek, a habitat assessment shall be performed within Long
Grade Canyon Creek to determine the suitability of the habitat to
support least Bell’s vireo. If the habitat assessment indicates that
suitable habitat exists onsite to support breeding and nesting by
least Bell’s vireo, USFWS protocol surveys shall be conducted for
least Bell’s vireo prior to any construction activity within the creek,
including vegetation clearing. If federal listed endangered or
threatened wildlife species are found within any proposed
development areas, CSUCI shall obtain the necessary signed copies
of an incidental take permit and associated enacting agreements
prior to the initiation of alteration of natural habitats containing
such species.

Incidental take for-species would be via either the Section 7 consultation process or through the
preparation of a Section 10(a) Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). To determine whether or not
impacts can be sufficiently mitigated or whether the project would result in an unavoidable
adverse significant impact to species listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the
regulatory framework of the ESA needs to be considered. Acquisition of a take permit requires
that the impact be avoided to the extent practicable, that the impact be minimized, or that
compensatory mitigation (typically in the form of habitat acquisition and/or restoration) be
performed. This establishes performance criteria whereby in the regulatory opinion of the
authorizing agency, the impacts to the listed species is reduced such that a finding of “no
jeopardy” can be made. The criteria established under this act provides a basis for determining
whether or not a significant impact is fully mitigated, and compliance with this regulatory
process sufficiently to obtain an incidental take permit indicates that impacts have been reduced
to a level of less than significant.
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09-BIO-1(c) Lighting near habitat occupied by special-status wildlife species
shall be shielded and directed away from that habitat. Lighting of
parking lot areas would be limited to an intensity only sufficient to
provide safe passage. Any fixed in place sound amplification
equipment shall be shielded from occupied habitat to reduce effects
on breeding special-status wildlife species. A qualified biologist
will review lighting and sound plans prior to construction to ensure
that the proposed plans minimize potential impacts on special-
status wildlife species.

Significance After Mitigation. Please note that additional mitigation measures for nighttime
lighting are applied under 09-Impact-AES-2 in Section 4.1 Aesthetics. After successful
implementation of the proposed mitigation measures, the level of significance for impacts to
special-status wildlife species potentially onsite, would be reduced to less than significant.

09-Impact BIO-2. Implementation of the proposed project could result in the
disturbance or loss of nesting birds. Impacts are Class II,
significant but mitigable.

Multiple bird species are expected to nest (breed) within the trees around the campus, within
the natural habitats within the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area, and in the
riparian areas associated with Long Grade Canyon Creek and Calleguas Creek. Construction
activity during the bird nesting period can result in the unnecessary loss of bird nests, which is
regulated by the California Fish and Game Code (Sections 3503 and 3503.5). Therefore, impacts
to native nesting birds or raptor nests as a result of the project development and construction
activities is considered a potentially significant impact unless adequately mitigated.

Mitigation Measures. The following mitigation measure revises and updates Mitigation
Measure S-BIO-4 from the 2000 SEIR and is proposed to reduce impacts to nesting birds.

09-BIO-2 If vegetation clearing (including tree pruning and removal) or other
project construction is to be initiated during the bird breeding
season (February 1 through August 31), pre-construction/ grading
surveys shall be conducted by a qualified ornithologist. Surveys
would begin 30 days prior to initial disturbance activities and
would continue once per week, with the last survey being
conducted no more than three days prior to the initiation of
clearance/construction work. If a nesting bird or special-status
species is located, consultation with the local CDFG representative
would occur to determine what avoidance actions may be taken. If
any active non-raptor bird nests are found, a suitable buffer area
(varying from 25-300 feet) depending on the particular species
found is established from the nest, and that area is avoided until the
nest becomes inactive (vacated). If any active raptor bird nests are
found, a suitable buffer area of typically 250-500 feet from the nest is
established, and that area is avoided until the nest becomes inactive
(vacated). Limits of construction to avoid a nest should be
established in the field with flagging and stakes or construction
fencing. Construction personnel should be instructed on the
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sensitivity of the area. The applicant should record the results of
the recommended protective measures described above to
document compliance with applicable State and federal laws
pertaining to the protection of nesting birds.

Significance After Mitigation. After successful implementation of Mitigation Measure 09-
BIO-2(a), the level of significance for potential impacts to nesting birds would be reduced to less
than significant.

09-Impact BIO-3. Potential impacts to endangered, threatened, or rare plant
species or other special-status plant species. Impacts are
Class 11, significant but mitigable.

Three special-status plant species were observed by Rincon Consultants during the 1999 study
within the Master Plan area, including Blochman's dudleya (Dudleya blochmaniae ssp.
blochmaniae [CNPS List 1B.1]), Verity's dudleya (Dudleya verityi [federally threatened]), and
Conejo buckwheat (Eriogonum crocatum [state rare]). Several extensive stands of Blochman’s
dudleya are located on steep slopes in generally inaccessible areas within the potential future
Open Space Conveyance Area. In addition Plummer's mariposa-lily (Calochortus plummerae
[CNPS List 1B.2]) and Conejo dudleya (Dudleya parva [federally threatened]) are also expected
within the project area due to suitable habitat and because they are tracked nearby. While no
specific actions are proposed that would affect the known locations of these special-status plant
species, there is potential to impact special-status plant species within the potential future Open
Space Conveyance Area due to alterations to the natural vegetation if new trails were to be
developed within natural areas. The loss of endangered, threatened, or rare plant species or
other special-status plant species and their habitat as a result would be considered a potentially
significant impact unless adequately mitigated.

Mitigation Measures. The following mitigation measures are proposed to reduce
impacts to special-status plant species. These mitigation measures provide for the development
of conservation and restoration measures that would result in full mitigation for any loss of
listed species. It is at the CDFG’s discretion as to whether or not the actions that an applicant
may propose meet the criteria listed above such that a finding of “no jeopardy” can be made.

09-BIO-3(a) Prior to any future construction activities within native scrub and
grassland habitats, floristic spring surveys for sensitive plant species
shall be performed during the blooming period, when species
known and potentially onsite are observable and can be identified
to species. The supplemental focused rare plant surveys shall
follow survey guidelines as developed by CDFG and CNPS,
including: 1) the site shall be traversed on foot by walking
meandering transects to ensure thorough coverage of the area; 2)
surveys shall be spaced throughout the spring and summer
growing season to document the site’s flora; and 3) surveys shall be
floristic in nature, and all plant species observed shall be recorded
and identified to a sufficient level to determine rarity. Voucher
specimens of unknown taxa shall be collected and brought back to
the laboratory for identification, and questionable specimens shall
be reviewed by local experts. Any locations of newly observed
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special-status plant species shall be marked and mapped using a
Trimble® GeoXTTM GPS unit capable of sub-meter accuracy.

09-BIO-3(b) If a listed endangered, threatened, or rare species occurs within any
proposed trail right of way or within the bounds of any subsequent
development in the Open Space Conveyance Area, the proposed
trail or structure shall be moved or redesigned such that the
grading/construction zone shall not be within 200 feet of the
identified population.

Construction monitors shall be present during grading or other
construction activity within 300 feet of known sensitive plant
locations. Construction operators shall be educated as to the species
identification and sensitivity, and shall be directed to avoid impacts
to such plants.

Significance After Mitigation. After successful implementation of the proposed
mitigation measures, the level of significance for impacts to endangered, threatened, or rare
plant species and other special-status plant species potentially onsite would be reduced to less
than significant.

09-Impact BIO-4 Future unknown recreational development could result in
the disturbance or reduction in extent of sensitive Venturan
coastal sage scrub habitat. Current near term impacts are
Class III, less than significant, but future cumulative
impacts may be significant and would require subsequent
environmental documentation.

Venturan coastal sage scrub is considered a sensitive habitat by regulatory agencies due to its
declining status in southern California and its known function as preferred habitat for special-
status wildlife species such as coastal California gnatcatcher. The full extent of potential
impacts to this habitat type is currently unknown since no specific actions beyond attending to
deferred maintenance and operating educational field walks have been finalized for the
potential future Open Space Conveyance Area. However, most near term proposed alterations
to this potential future conveyance area, including the new greenhouse, will occur in already
disturbed areas. In addition, it is anticipated that the trailhead facility would be developed
within the ruderal and previously disturbed habitats in the central portion of this area.
Nonetheless, it is possible that facilities may be located near to coastal scrub habitat and so
require fuel modification in this habitat, or that new trails may be developed within this habitat.
While the amount that would be removed as a consequence of such minimal development is not
likely to be substantial, the cumulative loss of coastal sage scrub is considered significant.

Mitigation Measures. The current near term actions anticipated for the potential future
Open Space Conveyance Area would not have a significant effect on sensitive communities.
However, in the event that new trails are designed and proposed for construction, or that
structures are located adjacent to sensitive habitats such that they would be removed by fuel
modification requirements, significant cumulative impacts could occur. In the event that such
future projects are proposed, subsequent environmental documentation will be required to
determine appropriate mitigation measures for such actions.
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Significance After Mitigation. Less than significant without mitigation for the potential
future conveyance. Future plans would need to be evaluated separately.

09-Impact BIO-5 Implementation of the proposed project would result in the
fill of wetland/riparian habitat and jurisdictional areas, but
such fill is planned for and new wetland areas will be
developed as a result of the new levee construction.
Impacts are Class IV, beneficial.

Long term growth of the CSUCI campus as envisioned by the Campus Master Plan would
result in the loss of jurisdictional waters and wetlands and riparian habitat as previously
documented in the 1998 EIR and the 2000 SEIR. As a consequence, a Habitat Mitigation and
Monitoring Plan (HMMP) was developed in 2002 to offset impacts to USACE, RWQCB, and
CDFG jurisdictional waters and wetlands resulting from implementation of the Campus Master
Plan. The HMMP was approved by these regulatory agencies resulted in the creation and/or
restoration of approximately 10.33 acres of native habitat, including wetlands, channel
plantings, and buffers. Of this acreage, approximately 6.11 acres is applicable to USACE habitat
mitigation, approximately 5.76 acres is applicable to RWQCB mitigation (2.57 acres of waters
and 3.19 acres of wetlands), and 10.33 acres is applicable to CDFG mitigation (Final (Year 5)
Mitigation Monitoring Report: Areas A and C, for the CSUCI Campus Master Plan, October 2007). In
compliance with this HMMP and associated ACOE Permit No. 200000422-SDM, RWQCB
Certification File No. 01-002, and CDFG SAA No. 5-2001-0019, alterations were made to
jurisdictional waters during the course of campus improvements. After application of the
above developed credits, CSUCI retains credits of 5.11 acres of USACE mitigation, 1.57 acres of
RWQCB non-wetland waters, 3.19 acres of RWQCB wetlands, and 8.33 acres of CDFG
mitigation habitat.

At the time of the permit issuance, further growth of the campus into the New Access Road
Area was anticipated, but the specific effects of that action were unknown. Therefore,
Condition 8 of Permit No. 200000422-SDM stipulated that a wetland delineation be completed
and submitted to the USACE once the adjacent site was acquired and accessible. This wetland
delineation has been prepared as previously described and the impacts on jurisdictional waters
determined. The proposed project will impact Long Grade Canyon Creek at two road crossings
and two pedestrian crossings, the Calleguas Creek levee at a new flapgate location, and an
agricultural ditch north of the Long Grade Canyon Creek levee. Fill that would occur as a result
of this construction would cause 500 square feet, or 0.01 acre (100 linear feet), of permanent
impacts to USACE jurisdictional waters, 1,600 square feet, or 0.037 acre (190 linear feet), of
temporary impacts to waters, and 5,800 square feet, or 0.133 acre (150 linear feet), of temporary
impacts to wetlands. These impacts to USACE jurisdictional waters, including wetlands, would
decrease the amount of mitigation credit noted above. A modification/amendment of the
current USACE permit is needed to document these alterations.

In addition, the current activities propose to develop an additional 13.1 acres of riparian and
wetland habitat as a result of the new levee construction. This wetland habitat is being
developed as pre-mitigation in anticipation of further long term growth on the campus that will
remove isolated wetlands adjacent to the campus power plant and the creation of a recreational
facility within the upstream Long Grade Canyon Creek debris basin as described in previous
environmental documentation for the Campus Master Plan. Therefore, the net effect of the
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current action will be to increase the amount of wetland and riparian habitat within the New
Access Road Area, which is considered a beneficial effect of the proposed project.

Total RWQCB jurisdictional impacts within Long Grade Canyon Creek, Calleguas Creek, and
the agricultural ditch include 500 square feet, or 0.012 acre (100 linear feet), of permanent
impacts to waters, 9,440 square feet, or 0.217 acre (190 linear feet), of temporary impacts to
waters, and 60,250 square feet, or 1.383 acres (150 linear feet), of temporary impacts to wetlands.
These impacts to RWQCB jurisdictional areas are a regulated effect that will require a
modification of the existing Section 401 certification for the CSUCI campus. As previously
stated, the net effect of the currently proposed actions would be to increase wetland and
riparian habitat.

Within Long Grade Canyon Creek, Calleguas Creek, and the agricultural ditch, the currently
proposed actions will permanently impact 3,400 square feet, or 0.079 acre (260 linear feet), and
temporarily impact 72,891 square feet, or approximately 1.68 acres (4,953 linear feet), of CDFG
jurisdiction. These impacts to CDFG jurisdictional areas will require a modification of the
existing Streambed Alteration Agreement or re-issuance of a new agreement.

Mitigation Measures. Permits regarding the fill of jurisdictional areas as a consequence
of long term growth of CSUCI have previously been obtained and existing mitigation credits
are available to meet the needs of the current project. In addition, the proposed new levee will
enclose an area to be developed as wetland and riparian habitat that will pre-mitigate for future
growth on the CSUCI campus. Mitigation measures contained in the 2000 SEIR required the
replacement of filled wetlands through the creation of new wetlands, as indicated below:

S-BIO-3(a) A minimum of 8.1 acres of wetland vegetation and open water
resources shall be created as part of the re-aligned Long Grade
Canyon channel and wetland restoration area in the 75-acre
parcel. This acreage shall be in addition to the 7.1 acres of existing
wetland areas, the 2.25 acres of reclaimed water storage, and the
4.4 acres of detention/debris basin.

S-BIO-3(b)  The wetland area shall be designed to contain a mix of wetland
types, including willow scrub, mulefat scrub, and freshwater
marsh elements. The wetland restoration plan shall be
implemented prior to development of the existing debris basin or
the retention basin.

Significance After Mitigation. Based on the current design and foreseeable growth of the
Campus Master Plan, the existing wetland and riparian habitat credits and the proposed
development of approximately 13.1 additional acres of riparian and wetland habitat will fully
mitigate for current and long term growth within the CSUCI campus and result in a greater
amount of wetland and riparian habitat than is present currently. Therefore, project effects are
considered beneficial with respect to these biological resources.

09-Impact BIO-6. Implementation of the proposed project could potentially
impede local wildlife movement. Impacts are Class III, less
than significant.
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While the CSUCI campus and potential future Open Space Conveyance Area are not within any
mapped regional wildlife movement corridor, Calleguas Creek does serve as a migration
corridor for aquatic-based organisms and the campus and Camarillo Regional Park still contain
substantial natural habitats used by a variety of local wildlife species. Local movement patterns
occur through these open space areas within and in the vicinity of the project site, and these
could potentially be affected by the increased development activity in the western portion of the
CSUCI campus. In addition lighting proposed for the Portrero Soccer Fields creates the
potential for impacts to local wildlife activities and movement near Round Mountain. Near
term activities and maintenance actions within the potential future Open Space Conveyance
Area are not expected to substantially affect wildlife movement patterns because of the limited
nature of such activities and because most movement occurs at night and this area is anticipated
to be closed to nighttime activities, as the park is currently closed at night.

The potential effect to wildlife movement is mitigated by the development of an approximate
13.1 acre riparian and wetland habitat along the southern boundary of the New Access Road
Area. Once developed, this habitat area in conjunction with past revegetation of Long Grade
Canyon Creek within the campus would allow for increased wildlife movement along the Long
Grade Canyon Creek corridor by wildlife that were not able to use this area because of past
development encroachment and agricultural use. This mitigation area would provide for a
better connection between the scrub habitats on Round Mountain, which currently is relatively
isolated, to the scrub habitats of the hillsides to the east of University Drive and the potential
future Open Space Conveyance Area. Such movement could be limited by the night-lighting
associated with the proposed athletic fields and the parking lots, but mitigation measures
associated with lighting as discussed above would serve to decrease such effects and allow
wildlife passage.

Mitigation Measures. None Necessary

Significance After Mitigation. Less than significant.

c. Cumulative Impacts. Urban and agricultural development of the Oxnard Plain has
essentially eliminated the natural communities that once existed within the lowland areas. The
western portion of the Santa Monica Mountains, however, has not been developed and large
land holdings in this area are within permanent open space conservation easements. CSCUI
growth has been limited to areas that were previously developed, while the natural hillsides
have been retained and continue to be planned to be maintained as open space for the campus.
Nonetheless, development of other areas within the Calleguas Creek watershed would result in
further significant native habitat losses. The proposed conveyance of natural habitats
associated with the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area into the Campus Master Plan
and its future primary continued use as a recreation and open space area would further limit
potential cumulative growth adjacent to the CSUCI campus, thereby reducing potential
cumulative impacts.
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