
Application Details

Research and Development Minigrants for 2017-2018: Application Review

Proposal Summary: 
The proposed project seeks to create knowledge about best practices in developing that
enhances the organizing capacity of grassroots organizations and in creating
interorganizational collaboration that leads to social change. This project will involve 3-4
undergraduate students, who will receive training and mentorship from the proposer on
evaluation research using surveys and interviews. These students will participate in analyzing
data collected from grassroots groups in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties to assess their
(1) community organizing capacity, and (2) interorganizational communication and
collaboration practices. Two waves of data will be collected and analyzed, including data
collected before and after some of these organizations attend a three-day community
organizing training in 2017. The principal sponsor of this training, the McCune Foundation, has
committed to providing a $300 stipend to up to four student research assistants for this project.
The faculty proposer is seeking reassigned time so she can effectively train and mentor these
students. This project is expected to lead to presentations and publications co-authored by the
students and faculty proposer in the areas of evaluation, applied communication, and non-
profit sector research. Furthermore, this work can lay groundwork for pursuing funding from
external sponsors, such as the National Science Foundation. 
  

Comments to the Administrator(s): 
This is my first time applying for the mini-grant. Thank you for your time and consideration, and
I'm looking forward to receiving your feedback and suggestions.
  

Application Title: Assessing Community Organizing Capacity
and Interorganizational Collaboration Among
Grassroots Organizations in Ventura and
Santa Barbara Counties

Application ID: #000063

Review Deadline: Jan 27, 2017 11:59:00 PM

Primary Appointment Title: Assistant Professor of Communication
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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Nien-Tsu Nancy Chen 
California State University Channel Islands 

One University Drive 
Camarillo, CA 93012 

  Phone: 213-618-2113  
Email: nien-tsu.chen@csuci.edu 

 
EDUCATION__________________________________________________ 

Ph.D. in Communication 2013 
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California, United States 
� Dissertation: Developing and Testing a Heuristic-Systematic Model of Health 

Decision Making: The Role of Affect, Trust, Confidence and Media Influence  
� Track: Interpersonal and Health Communication 

M.A. in Communication 2010 
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California, United States 

B.A. (Honors) in Media and Communications 2003  
University of Melbourne, Australia 
� Concentration: Cinema Studies                        

B.A. in Professional Communication 2002 
RMIT University, Australia 
� Concentration: Public Relations  
� Production Major: Radio Production 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS_________________________________________ 

Assistant Professor  Aug 2014 – present  
Communication Program 
California State University Channel Islands 

Postdoctoral Scholar  Sept 2013 – Aug 2014 
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California 

Research Assistant to the Metamorphosis Project Aug 2008 – May 2013 
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California    

Research Assistant to the Interacting with Autism Project Jan 2011 – Dec 2011 
School of Cinematic Arts 
University of Southern California 
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ACADEMIC POSITIONS – CONT’D________________________________ 

Teaching Assistant                 Aug 2008 – May 2013  
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California 

Teaching Assistant                 May 2008 – Aug 2008 
School of Policy, Planning and Development 
University of Southern California 
 
INSTRUCTION________________________________________________ 

California State University Channel Islands     Aug 2014 – present 
Courses Taught as Instructor of Record 
� COMM 310 Quantitative Research Methods 
� COMM 325 Media Campaigns 
� COMM 328 Community-based Storytelling 
� COMM/NRS 441 Health Communication 
� COMM 494 Independent Study 
� COMM 499 Capstone Project 
� UNIV 392 International Experience: Western & Eastern Approaches to 

Communicating Health & Mental Illness 

University of Southern California                       May 2008 – May 2014 
Course Taught as Instructor of Record 
� ASCJ 440 Engaging Urban Communities in the Digital Era 

Courses Taught as Teaching Assistant 
� PPD 572 Social Service Communication Campaigns: Theory, Research 

and Practice 
� CGMT 510 Communication, Values, Attitudes and Behavior 
� COMM 304 Interpersonal Communication 
� COMM 301 Empirical Research 
� COMM 200 Communication as a Social Science 

 
AWARDS AND HONORS_________________________________________ 

Outstanding Community Engaged Faculty Award         2016  
California State University Channel Islands 

Recognition for Best Practices in Service Learning                 2016 & 2015  
California State University Channel Islands 

First Place Award for Poster in the Social Sciences Category 2011                                                     
Third Annual GPSS Poster Symposium, University of Southern California 
The Alhambra Source poster co-produced with Katherine Ognyanova  

Faculty of Arts Dean’s Award, University of Melbourne, Australia 2003 
Chinese Community Social Services Centre Prize, Melbourne, Australia 2002                                                   
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PUBLICATIONS_______________________________________________ 

PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES  
Gerson, D., Chen, N.-T. N., & Wenzel, A. (2016). From audience to reporter. Journalism 

Practice. Advance online publication. doi: 0.1080/17512786.2016.1216800 
Moran, M. B., Chatterjee, J., Frank, L. B., Murphy, S. T., Zhao, N., Chen, N.-T. N., & 

Ball-Rokeach, S. (2016). Individual, cultural and structural predictors of vaccine 
safety confidence and influenza vaccination among Hispanic female subgroups. 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health. Advance online publication. doi: 
10.1007/s10903-016-0428-9 

Nah, S., Namkoong, K., Chen, N.-T. N., & Hustedde, R. J. (2016). A communicative 
approach to community development: The effects of neighborhood storytelling 
network on civic participation. Community Development, 47(1), 11-28. doi: 
10.1080/15575330.2015.1094497 

Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Zhang, C., Wang, C., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Parks, M. 
(2015). Causing ripples in local power relations: The meso-level influence of a 
hyperlocal news website. Journalism Studies. Advance online publication. 
doi:10.1080/1461670X.2015.1078738 

Chen, N.-T. N. (2015). Predicting vaccination intention and benefit and risk perceptions: 
The incorporation of affect, trust and television influence in a dual-mode model. 
Risk Analysis, 35(7), 1268-1280.  doi: 10.1111/risa.12348 

Litera, I., & Chen, N.-T. N. (2014). Communication infrastructure theory and 
entertainment-education: An integrative model for health communication.  
Communication Theory, 24(1), 83-103. doi: 10.1111/comt.12011 

Ognyanova, K., Chen, N.-T. N., An, Z., Son, M., Gerson, D., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, 
M. (2013). Online participation in a community context: Patterns of civic 
engagement and connections to local communication resources. International 
Journal of Communication, 7, 2433-2456. 
http://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/2287/1018 

Chen, N.-T. N., Dong, F., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., Parks, M., & Huang, J. (2012). Building a 
new media platform for local storytelling and civic engagement in ethnically-diverse 
neighborhoods. New Media & Society, 14(6), 931-950. doi: 
10.1177/1461444811435640 

Chen, N.-T. N., & Murphy, S. T. (2011). Examining the role of media coverage and trust 
in public health agencies in H1N1 influenza prevention. International Public Health 
Journal, 3(1), 45-52. 

BOOK CHAPTERS  
Moran, M. B., Gonzales, C., Zhao, N., N.-T. N. Chen, Thainiyom, P., Ball-Rokeach, & 

Murphy, S. (in press). Field observation of communication hotspots in Los Angeles. 
SAGE research methods cases. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE. 

Gerson, D., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, M. (2016). From website to 
Weibo: New media as a catalyst for activating the local communication network 
and civic engagement in a diverse city. In E. Gordon & P. Milhailidis (Eds.), 
Civic media. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
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PUBLICATIONS – CONT’D_______________________________________ 

BOOK CHAPTERS  
Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Zhao, N., Liu, W., Gerson, D., Ball-Rokeach, S., & 

Parks, M. (2013). Communication and socio-demographic forces shaping civic 
engagement patterns in a multiethnic city. In P. Moy (Ed.), Communication and 
community (pp. 207-232). New York: Hampton Press.  

Chen, N.-T. N., & Murphy, S. T. (2012). Examining the role of media coverage and trust 
in public health agencies in H1N1 influenza prevention. In J. Merrick & M. Lemal 
(Eds.), Health risk communication (pp. 43-52). New York: Nova Science. 

Chen, N. N.-T., Ball-Rokeach, S., Parks, M., & Huang. J. (2011). The Alhambra Project: 
A theory-based strategy for the construction of a citizen journalism website. In D. 
Hutchison & H. O’Donnell (Eds.), Centres and peripheries: Metropolitan and non-
metropolitan journalism in the twenty first century (pp. 255-270). Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, UK: Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 

 
TECHNICAL REPORTS 
Chen, N.-T. N., Wenzel, A., & Zhao, N. (2015). Eating, shopping and playing in 

Alhambra: Race, place, and community storytelling. Great Neck, NY: Urban 
Communication Foundation. 

Blakely, J., & Chen, N. (2009). An evaluation of the Great Southern California 
ShakeOut: A report about the impact of a unique disaster-preparedness 
communication campaign. Los Angeles, CA: The Norman Lear Center. Retrieved 
from http://www.learcenter.org/pdf/ShakeOutReport.pdf  

 
MANUSCRIPTS IN PROGRESS____________________________________ 

Chen, N.-T. N. & Liu, W. (revised and resubmitted). The Alhambra Project: A prototype 
for using the communication infrastructure theory to construct and evaluate a 
community news site. 

Chen, N.-T. N., Moran, M. B., Zhao, N., Ball-Rokeach, S., Murphy, S. T. (under review). 
The effects of mass media and local communication resources on health.     

Jenkins, J. J., & Chen, N.-T. N. (under review). Communication studies. In B. Arrigo 
(Ed.), The SAGE encyclopedia of surveillance, security and privacy. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: SAGE. 

Wenzel, A., Chen, N.-T. N., & Zhang, C. (under review). Lawn bowling together ?: Race, 
place, and community storytelling in a Californian ethnoburb. 

Chen, N.-T. N. (in preparation). Trust disparities and their consequences on HPV 
vaccine perceptions and physician communication. 

Liu, W., Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, M. (in preparation). 
Paths of influence between a hyperlocal news website and civic engagement in a 
multiethnic community.  

Zhao, N., C. Gonzales, Moran, M. B., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Murphy, S. 
T. (in preparation). Integrated connection to neighborhood storytelling network 
(ICSN), descriptive norms, and response efficacy about Pap test screening. 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (PEER REVIEWED)__________________ 

Chen, N.-T. N., & Carr, C. (2016). Applying an extended theory of planned behavior in 
developing communication strategies against texting and driving. Paper presented at 
the Annual Conference of the International Communication Association, Fukuoka, 
Japan.  
*Undergraduate Student as Co-author 

Liu, W., Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, M. (2016). Paths of 
influence between a hyperlocal news website and civic engagement in a multiethnic 
community. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the International 
Communication Association, Fukuoka, Japan.  

Wenzel, A., Chen, N.-T. N., & Zhang, C. (2016). Lawn bowling together?: Race, place, 
and community storytelling in a Californian ethnoburbia. Paper presented at the 
Annual Conference of the International Communication Association, Fukuoka, 
Japan.  
*Top Paper in Intercultural Communication 

Smith, C.M., & Chen, N. (2016). A crash course in podcasting literacy: The digital 
technology and community-based storytelling learning community. Paper presented 
at the What is Media conference, Portland, OR. 

Chen, N.-T. N. (2015). The influence of trust and physician communication on HPV 
vaccine perceptions. Paper presented at the annual conference of the International 
Communication Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Zhao, N., C. Gonzales, Moran, M. B., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Murphy, S. 
T. (2015). Integrated connection to neighborhood storytelling network (ICSN), 
descriptive norms, and response efficacy about Pap test screening among 
Hispanic women in Los Angeles. Poster presented at the annual conference of the 
International Communication Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Zhang, C., Wang, C., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Parks, M. 
(2014). Causing ripples in local power relations: A case study of the meso-level 
influence of a hyperlocal news website. Paper presented at the annual conference of 
the National Communication Association, Chicago, IL. 

An, Z., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., Liu, W., Zhao, N., & Parks, M. (2014). 
Agenda setting of media, public, and a local news website: Matches and mismatches. 
Paper presented at the annual conference of the International Communication 
Association, Seattle, WA.  

Chen, N.-T. N., Moran, M. B., Zhao, N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Murphy, S. T. (2014). 
The effects of health-specific communicative social capital (HCSC) on HPV 
vaccination knowledge and self-efficacy. Poster presented at the 2014 Kentucky 
Conference on Health Communication, Lexington, KY.     

Zhao, N., C. Gonzales, Moran, M. B., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Murphy, S. 
T. (2014). Integrated connection to neighborhood storytelling network, descriptive 
norms, and response efficacy about Pap test screening among Latinas in Los 
Angeles. Poster presented at the 2014 Kentucky Conference on Health 
Communication, Lexington, KY.     

Chen, N.-T. N. (2012). Media effects during the H1N1 influenza pandemic. Paper 
presented at the annual conference of the National Communication Association, 
Orlando, FL. 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (PEER REVIEWED) – CONT’D__________ 

Chen, N.-T., N., Ognyanova, K., Zhao, N., Liu, W., Gerson, D., Ball-Rokeach, S., & 
Parks, M. (2012). Communication and socio-demographic forces shaping civic 
engagement patterns in a multiethnic neighborhood. Paper presented at the annual 
conference of the International Communication Association, Phoenix, AZ. 

Ognyanova, K., Chen, N.-T. N., An, Z., Son, M., Gerson, D., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, 
M. (2012). Online participation in a community context: Patterns of civic 
engagement and connections to local communication resources. Paper presented at 
the annual conference of the International Communication Association, Phoenix, AZ. 

Ball-Rokeach, S. J., Parks, M., Chen, N.-T., Ognyanova, K., Liu, W., & Zhao, N. (2011). 
The Alhambra Project: Empowering urban community building through a research-
driven local news website. Paper presented at the IAMCR Conference, Istanbul, 
Turkey.  

Chen, N.-T. N. (2011). Examining the role of media coverage and trust in public health 
agencies in H1N1 influenza prevention. Paper presented at the AHNCS Panel at the 
annual conference of the International Communication Association, Boston, MA. 

Ball-Rokeach, S., Parks, M., Chen, N., & Ognyanova, K. (2010). Building new media 
bridges across ethnicity en route to increased civic engagement. Paper presented at 
the annual conference of the National Communication Association, San Francisco, 
CA. 

Chen, N.-T. (2009). Communicating emerging infectious diseases in globalized society: 
A case study of WHO’s SARS discourse. Paper presented at the annual conference of 
the International Communication Association, Chicago, IL. 

Chen, N.-T. & Huang, J. (2009). The Alhambra Project: Building a civically-engaged 
community through the re-localization of news in Alhambra, Los Angeles County. 
Paper presented at the annual conference of the National Communication 
Association, Chicago, IL.  

Ball-Rokeach, S. J., Parks, M., Chen, N.-T., Usher, N., Dong, F., Huang, J., & Carrillo, 
W. (2009). The potential and challenges for trilingual local journalism: A 
community-based approach. Paper presented at the Centres and Peripheries 
Conference, Glasgow, Scotland. 

Chen, N.-T. (2008). Primed by supersize: Examining the attitudinal effects of Super Size 
Me through priming. Paper presented at the annual conference of the National 
Communication Association, San Diego, CA. 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL GRANTS______________________________________ 

Health Communication Guest Speaker Panel       Dec 7, 2015 
Funding Agency: CUSCI IRA Funds 

     Co-applicant with Tracylee Clarke 
Amount: $3,000 

Digital Technology and Community-Based Storytelling Learning          Nov 13, 2015 
Community 

Funding Agency: CUSCI Foundation Funds 
     Co-applicant with Christina Smith 

Amount: $2,000 
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INSTRUCTIONAL GRANTS – CONT’D______________________________ 

Communication for Social Change: Class Presentations and          July 14, 2015 
Campus-wide Speaking Event 

Funding Agency: CUSCI IRA Funds 
     Co-applicant with Jacob Jenkins and Andrea Grove 

Amount: $820 
Media Campaigns and Hospice Care: Class Presentations and          July 14, 2015 
Campus-wide Speaking Event 

Funding Agency: CUSCI IRA Funds 
     Co-applicant with Jacob Jenkins 

Amount: $1,550 
Careers in Strategic Communication and Crafting Successful          Dec 12, 2014 
Health Campaigns 

Funding Agency: CUSCI IRA Funds 
     Co-applicant with Christina Smith and Tracylee Clarke 

Amount: $1,000 
Digital Technology and Community-Based Storytelling Learning          Oct 30, 2014 
Community 

Funding Agency: CUSCI Foundation Funds 
     Co-applicant with Christina Smith and Tracylee Clarke 

Amount: $2,216 
Service Learning Website and Materials                     Oct 17, 2014 

Funding Agency: CSU Lottery Funds 
Sole Applicant 
Amount: $647 

RESEARCH GRANTS___________________________________________ 

Place-Based and Solutions-Oriented Storytelling for Enhancing              May 24, 2014 
Local Engagement and Intergroup Relations  

Funding Agency: James W. Carey Urban Communication Grant                     
Co-applicant with Andrea Wenzel and Nan Zhao 
Amount: $2,500 

Developing and Testing a Model of Systematic and Heuristic Routes  Mar 28, 2012 
to Vaccine Acceptance: Comparison Between a General  
Population Sample in the U.S. and a Taiwanese-American Sample 
            Funding Agency: Tsai Family Research Fund for Taiwan Studies  

Principal Investigator   
Amount: $1,500 

Civic Engagement and Journalism Initiative  Sept 9, 2013 
Funding Agency: Southern California Edison 
            Co-applicant with Sandra Ball-Rokeach, Michael Parks and Daniela Gerson 

       Amount funded: $25,000 
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SERVICE____________________________________________________ 

University Committees & Activities 
      California State University Channel Islands 
� Member of the Center for International Affairs                          Fall 2016 – present 

Advisory Committee  
� Member of the Center for Community Engagement  Fall 2015 – present 

            Advisory Board 
� Member of the Research and Sponsored Programs Fall 2015 – present 

            Advisory Board 
� Application Reviewer for Henry L. "Hank" Lacayo  Spring 2016 

Institute Internship Program 
� Member of the Mini-Grant Review Committee  Fall 2015 – Spring 2016 
� Member of the Search Coordinating Committee Fall 2014 – Spring 2015 

Departmental Committees & Activities 
      California State University Channel Islands 
� Advisor to the Omega Alpha Undergraduate   Fall 2014 – present 

Communication Honor Society 
� Member of the Communication Program  Fall 2015 – present 

            Search Committee 
� Member of the Spanish Program Search Fall 2015 

            Committee 
� Member of the Health Sciences Program  Spring 2015 

            Search Committee 
Community Committees & Activities 
� Member of the McCune Foundation Grant Review Committee       2016 

Professional Activities 
� Journal Manuscript Reviewer for Journal of Communication       2016 
� Journal Manuscript Reviewer for Risk Analysis         2016 
� Paper and Panel Reviewer for the Annual Conference of the      2015 

Western States Communication Association 
� Manuscript Reviewer for the Journal of Medical Internet Research      2015 
� Abstract Reviewer for the National Conference on Health       2015  

            Communication, Marketing and Media             
� Journal Manuscript Reviewer for Communication Research       2013 
� Paper Reviewer for the Annual Conference of the International      2013 

Communication Association     
   

PROFESSIONAL ACCREDITATIONS 

Certificate of Accreditation as Interpreter between English and Mandarin 2005                           
National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters, Australia 

Certificate of Accreditation as Translator from Chinese into English 2005  
National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters, Australia 
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PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT__________________________________ 

Taiwan Centers for Disease Control 2007 - present          
Freelance English Manuscript Editor and Translator  

  (Chinese to English) of the Taiwan Epidemiology Bulletin     
Taiwan Centers for Disease Control 2005 - 2007 

  Public Relations Officer 
Unique Business Television, Taiwan 2005                                                                                       

  Foreign News Editor 
SBS Radio, Australia 2002 - 2004                                                                                          

  Broadcaster-Journalist (Level 1, Mandarin Program) 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Nien-Tsu Nancy Chen 
California State University Channel Islands 

One University Drive 
Camarillo, CA 93012 

  Phone: 213-618-2113  
Email: nien-tsu.chen@csuci.edu 

 
EDUCATION__________________________________________________ 

Ph.D. in Communication 2013 
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California, United States 
� Dissertation: Developing and Testing a Heuristic-Systematic Model of Health 

Decision Making: The Role of Affect, Trust, Confidence and Media Influence  
� Track: Interpersonal and Health Communication 

M.A. in Communication 2010 
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California, United States 

B.A. (Honors) in Media and Communications 2003  
University of Melbourne, Australia 
� Concentration: Cinema Studies                        

B.A. in Professional Communication 2002 
RMIT University, Australia 
� Concentration: Public Relations  
� Production Major: Radio Production 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS_________________________________________ 

Assistant Professor  Aug 2014 – present  
Communication Program 
California State University Channel Islands 

Postdoctoral Scholar  Sept 2013 – Aug 2014 
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California 

Research Assistant to the Metamorphosis Project Aug 2008 – May 2013 
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California    

Research Assistant to the Interacting with Autism Project Jan 2011 – Dec 2011 
School of Cinematic Arts 
University of Southern California 
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ACADEMIC POSITIONS – CONT’D________________________________ 

Teaching Assistant                 Aug 2008 – May 2013  
Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism 
University of Southern California 

Teaching Assistant                 May 2008 – Aug 2008 
School of Policy, Planning and Development 
University of Southern California 
 
INSTRUCTION________________________________________________ 

California State University Channel Islands     Aug 2014 – present 
Courses Taught as Instructor of Record 
� COMM 310 Quantitative Research Methods 
� COMM 325 Media Campaigns 
� COMM 328 Community-based Storytelling 
� COMM/NRS 441 Health Communication 
� COMM 494 Independent Study 
� COMM 499 Capstone Project 
� UNIV 392 International Experience: Western & Eastern Approaches to 

Communicating Health & Mental Illness 

University of Southern California                       May 2008 – May 2014 
Course Taught as Instructor of Record 
� ASCJ 440 Engaging Urban Communities in the Digital Era 

Courses Taught as Teaching Assistant 
� PPD 572 Social Service Communication Campaigns: Theory, Research 

and Practice 
� CGMT 510 Communication, Values, Attitudes and Behavior 
� COMM 304 Interpersonal Communication 
� COMM 301 Empirical Research 
� COMM 200 Communication as a Social Science 

 
AWARDS AND HONORS_________________________________________ 

Outstanding Community Engaged Faculty Award         2016  
California State University Channel Islands 

Recognition for Best Practices in Service Learning                 2016 & 2015  
California State University Channel Islands 

First Place Award for Poster in the Social Sciences Category 2011                                                     
Third Annual GPSS Poster Symposium, University of Southern California 
The Alhambra Source poster co-produced with Katherine Ognyanova  

Faculty of Arts Dean’s Award, University of Melbourne, Australia 2003 
Chinese Community Social Services Centre Prize, Melbourne, Australia 2002                                                   
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PUBLICATIONS_______________________________________________ 

PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES  
Gerson, D., Chen, N.-T. N., & Wenzel, A. (2016). From audience to reporter. Journalism 

Practice. Advance online publication. doi: 0.1080/17512786.2016.1216800 
Moran, M. B., Chatterjee, J., Frank, L. B., Murphy, S. T., Zhao, N., Chen, N.-T. N., & 

Ball-Rokeach, S. (2016). Individual, cultural and structural predictors of vaccine 
safety confidence and influenza vaccination among Hispanic female subgroups. 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health. Advance online publication. doi: 
10.1007/s10903-016-0428-9 

Nah, S., Namkoong, K., Chen, N.-T. N., & Hustedde, R. J. (2016). A communicative 
approach to community development: The effects of neighborhood storytelling 
network on civic participation. Community Development, 47(1), 11-28. doi: 
10.1080/15575330.2015.1094497 

Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Zhang, C., Wang, C., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Parks, M. 
(2015). Causing ripples in local power relations: The meso-level influence of a 
hyperlocal news website. Journalism Studies. Advance online publication. 
doi:10.1080/1461670X.2015.1078738 

Chen, N.-T. N. (2015). Predicting vaccination intention and benefit and risk perceptions: 
The incorporation of affect, trust and television influence in a dual-mode model. 
Risk Analysis, 35(7), 1268-1280.  doi: 10.1111/risa.12348 

Litera, I., & Chen, N.-T. N. (2014). Communication infrastructure theory and 
entertainment-education: An integrative model for health communication.  
Communication Theory, 24(1), 83-103. doi: 10.1111/comt.12011 

Ognyanova, K., Chen, N.-T. N., An, Z., Son, M., Gerson, D., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, 
M. (2013). Online participation in a community context: Patterns of civic 
engagement and connections to local communication resources. International 
Journal of Communication, 7, 2433-2456. 
http://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/2287/1018 

Chen, N.-T. N., Dong, F., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., Parks, M., & Huang, J. (2012). Building a 
new media platform for local storytelling and civic engagement in ethnically-diverse 
neighborhoods. New Media & Society, 14(6), 931-950. doi: 
10.1177/1461444811435640 

Chen, N.-T. N., & Murphy, S. T. (2011). Examining the role of media coverage and trust 
in public health agencies in H1N1 influenza prevention. International Public Health 
Journal, 3(1), 45-52. 

BOOK CHAPTERS  
Moran, M. B., Gonzales, C., Zhao, N., N.-T. N. Chen, Thainiyom, P., Ball-Rokeach, & 

Murphy, S. (in press). Field observation of communication hotspots in Los Angeles. 
SAGE research methods cases. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE. 

Gerson, D., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, M. (2016). From website to 
Weibo: New media as a catalyst for activating the local communication network 
and civic engagement in a diverse city. In E. Gordon & P. Milhailidis (Eds.), 
Civic media. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
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PUBLICATIONS – CONT’D_______________________________________ 

BOOK CHAPTERS  
Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Zhao, N., Liu, W., Gerson, D., Ball-Rokeach, S., & 

Parks, M. (2013). Communication and socio-demographic forces shaping civic 
engagement patterns in a multiethnic city. In P. Moy (Ed.), Communication and 
community (pp. 207-232). New York: Hampton Press.  

Chen, N.-T. N., & Murphy, S. T. (2012). Examining the role of media coverage and trust 
in public health agencies in H1N1 influenza prevention. In J. Merrick & M. Lemal 
(Eds.), Health risk communication (pp. 43-52). New York: Nova Science. 

Chen, N. N.-T., Ball-Rokeach, S., Parks, M., & Huang. J. (2011). The Alhambra Project: 
A theory-based strategy for the construction of a citizen journalism website. In D. 
Hutchison & H. O’Donnell (Eds.), Centres and peripheries: Metropolitan and non-
metropolitan journalism in the twenty first century (pp. 255-270). Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, UK: Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 

 
TECHNICAL REPORTS 
Chen, N.-T. N., Wenzel, A., & Zhao, N. (2015). Eating, shopping and playing in 

Alhambra: Race, place, and community storytelling. Great Neck, NY: Urban 
Communication Foundation. 

Blakely, J., & Chen, N. (2009). An evaluation of the Great Southern California 
ShakeOut: A report about the impact of a unique disaster-preparedness 
communication campaign. Los Angeles, CA: The Norman Lear Center. Retrieved 
from http://www.learcenter.org/pdf/ShakeOutReport.pdf  

 
MANUSCRIPTS IN PROGRESS____________________________________ 

Chen, N.-T. N. & Liu, W. (revised and resubmitted). The Alhambra Project: A prototype 
for using the communication infrastructure theory to construct and evaluate a 
community news site. 

Chen, N.-T. N., Moran, M. B., Zhao, N., Ball-Rokeach, S., Murphy, S. T. (under review). 
The effects of mass media and local communication resources on health.     

Jenkins, J. J., & Chen, N.-T. N. (under review). Communication studies. In B. Arrigo 
(Ed.), The SAGE encyclopedia of surveillance, security and privacy. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: SAGE. 

Wenzel, A., Chen, N.-T. N., & Zhang, C. (under review). Lawn bowling together ?: Race, 
place, and community storytelling in a Californian ethnoburb. 

Chen, N.-T. N. (in preparation). Trust disparities and their consequences on HPV 
vaccine perceptions and physician communication. 

Liu, W., Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, M. (in preparation). 
Paths of influence between a hyperlocal news website and civic engagement in a 
multiethnic community.  

Zhao, N., C. Gonzales, Moran, M. B., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Murphy, S. 
T. (in preparation). Integrated connection to neighborhood storytelling network 
(ICSN), descriptive norms, and response efficacy about Pap test screening. 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (PEER REVIEWED)__________________ 

Chen, N.-T. N., & Carr, C. (2016). Applying an extended theory of planned behavior in 
developing communication strategies against texting and driving. Paper presented at 
the Annual Conference of the International Communication Association, Fukuoka, 
Japan.  
*Undergraduate Student as Co-author 

Liu, W., Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, M. (2016). Paths of 
influence between a hyperlocal news website and civic engagement in a multiethnic 
community. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the International 
Communication Association, Fukuoka, Japan.  

Wenzel, A., Chen, N.-T. N., & Zhang, C. (2016). Lawn bowling together?: Race, place, 
and community storytelling in a Californian ethnoburbia. Paper presented at the 
Annual Conference of the International Communication Association, Fukuoka, 
Japan.  
*Top Paper in Intercultural Communication 

Smith, C.M., & Chen, N. (2016). A crash course in podcasting literacy: The digital 
technology and community-based storytelling learning community. Paper presented 
at the What is Media conference, Portland, OR. 

Chen, N.-T. N. (2015). The influence of trust and physician communication on HPV 
vaccine perceptions. Paper presented at the annual conference of the International 
Communication Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Zhao, N., C. Gonzales, Moran, M. B., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Murphy, S. 
T. (2015). Integrated connection to neighborhood storytelling network (ICSN), 
descriptive norms, and response efficacy about Pap test screening among 
Hispanic women in Los Angeles. Poster presented at the annual conference of the 
International Communication Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Chen, N.-T. N., Ognyanova, K., Zhang, C., Wang, C., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Parks, M. 
(2014). Causing ripples in local power relations: A case study of the meso-level 
influence of a hyperlocal news website. Paper presented at the annual conference of 
the National Communication Association, Chicago, IL. 

An, Z., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., Liu, W., Zhao, N., & Parks, M. (2014). 
Agenda setting of media, public, and a local news website: Matches and mismatches. 
Paper presented at the annual conference of the International Communication 
Association, Seattle, WA.  

Chen, N.-T. N., Moran, M. B., Zhao, N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Murphy, S. T. (2014). 
The effects of health-specific communicative social capital (HCSC) on HPV 
vaccination knowledge and self-efficacy. Poster presented at the 2014 Kentucky 
Conference on Health Communication, Lexington, KY.     

Zhao, N., C. Gonzales, Moran, M. B., Chen, N.-T. N., Ball-Rokeach, S. J., & Murphy, S. 
T. (2014). Integrated connection to neighborhood storytelling network, descriptive 
norms, and response efficacy about Pap test screening among Latinas in Los 
Angeles. Poster presented at the 2014 Kentucky Conference on Health 
Communication, Lexington, KY.     

Chen, N.-T. N. (2012). Media effects during the H1N1 influenza pandemic. Paper 
presented at the annual conference of the National Communication Association, 
Orlando, FL. 

15 of 27



6 
 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (PEER REVIEWED) – CONT’D__________ 

Chen, N.-T., N., Ognyanova, K., Zhao, N., Liu, W., Gerson, D., Ball-Rokeach, S., & 
Parks, M. (2012). Communication and socio-demographic forces shaping civic 
engagement patterns in a multiethnic neighborhood. Paper presented at the annual 
conference of the International Communication Association, Phoenix, AZ. 

Ognyanova, K., Chen, N.-T. N., An, Z., Son, M., Gerson, D., Ball-Rokeach, S., & Parks, 
M. (2012). Online participation in a community context: Patterns of civic 
engagement and connections to local communication resources. Paper presented at 
the annual conference of the International Communication Association, Phoenix, AZ. 

Ball-Rokeach, S. J., Parks, M., Chen, N.-T., Ognyanova, K., Liu, W., & Zhao, N. (2011). 
The Alhambra Project: Empowering urban community building through a research-
driven local news website. Paper presented at the IAMCR Conference, Istanbul, 
Turkey.  

Chen, N.-T. N. (2011). Examining the role of media coverage and trust in public health 
agencies in H1N1 influenza prevention. Paper presented at the AHNCS Panel at the 
annual conference of the International Communication Association, Boston, MA. 

Ball-Rokeach, S., Parks, M., Chen, N., & Ognyanova, K. (2010). Building new media 
bridges across ethnicity en route to increased civic engagement. Paper presented at 
the annual conference of the National Communication Association, San Francisco, 
CA. 

Chen, N.-T. (2009). Communicating emerging infectious diseases in globalized society: 
A case study of WHO’s SARS discourse. Paper presented at the annual conference of 
the International Communication Association, Chicago, IL. 

Chen, N.-T. & Huang, J. (2009). The Alhambra Project: Building a civically-engaged 
community through the re-localization of news in Alhambra, Los Angeles County. 
Paper presented at the annual conference of the National Communication 
Association, Chicago, IL.  

Ball-Rokeach, S. J., Parks, M., Chen, N.-T., Usher, N., Dong, F., Huang, J., & Carrillo, 
W. (2009). The potential and challenges for trilingual local journalism: A 
community-based approach. Paper presented at the Centres and Peripheries 
Conference, Glasgow, Scotland. 

Chen, N.-T. (2008). Primed by supersize: Examining the attitudinal effects of Super Size 
Me through priming. Paper presented at the annual conference of the National 
Communication Association, San Diego, CA. 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL GRANTS______________________________________ 

Health Communication Guest Speaker Panel       Dec 7, 2015 
Funding Agency: CUSCI IRA Funds 

     Co-applicant with Tracylee Clarke 
Amount: $3,000 

Digital Technology and Community-Based Storytelling Learning          Nov 13, 2015 
Community 

Funding Agency: CUSCI Foundation Funds 
     Co-applicant with Christina Smith 

Amount: $2,000 
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INSTRUCTIONAL GRANTS – CONT’D______________________________ 

Communication for Social Change: Class Presentations and          July 14, 2015 
Campus-wide Speaking Event 

Funding Agency: CUSCI IRA Funds 
     Co-applicant with Jacob Jenkins and Andrea Grove 

Amount: $820 
Media Campaigns and Hospice Care: Class Presentations and          July 14, 2015 
Campus-wide Speaking Event 

Funding Agency: CUSCI IRA Funds 
     Co-applicant with Jacob Jenkins 

Amount: $1,550 
Careers in Strategic Communication and Crafting Successful          Dec 12, 2014 
Health Campaigns 

Funding Agency: CUSCI IRA Funds 
     Co-applicant with Christina Smith and Tracylee Clarke 

Amount: $1,000 
Digital Technology and Community-Based Storytelling Learning          Oct 30, 2014 
Community 

Funding Agency: CUSCI Foundation Funds 
     Co-applicant with Christina Smith and Tracylee Clarke 

Amount: $2,216 
Service Learning Website and Materials                     Oct 17, 2014 

Funding Agency: CSU Lottery Funds 
Sole Applicant 
Amount: $647 

RESEARCH GRANTS___________________________________________ 

Place-Based and Solutions-Oriented Storytelling for Enhancing              May 24, 2014 
Local Engagement and Intergroup Relations  

Funding Agency: James W. Carey Urban Communication Grant                     
Co-applicant with Andrea Wenzel and Nan Zhao 
Amount: $2,500 

Developing and Testing a Model of Systematic and Heuristic Routes  Mar 28, 2012 
to Vaccine Acceptance: Comparison Between a General  
Population Sample in the U.S. and a Taiwanese-American Sample 
            Funding Agency: Tsai Family Research Fund for Taiwan Studies  

Principal Investigator   
Amount: $1,500 

Civic Engagement and Journalism Initiative  Sept 9, 2013 
Funding Agency: Southern California Edison 
            Co-applicant with Sandra Ball-Rokeach, Michael Parks and Daniela Gerson 

       Amount funded: $25,000 
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SERVICE____________________________________________________ 

University Committees & Activities 
      California State University Channel Islands 
� Member of the Center for International Affairs                          Fall 2016 – present 

Advisory Committee  
� Member of the Center for Community Engagement  Fall 2015 – present 

            Advisory Board 
� Member of the Research and Sponsored Programs Fall 2015 – present 

            Advisory Board 
� Application Reviewer for Henry L. "Hank" Lacayo  Spring 2016 

Institute Internship Program 
� Member of the Mini-Grant Review Committee  Fall 2015 – Spring 2016 
� Member of the Search Coordinating Committee Fall 2014 – Spring 2015 

Departmental Committees & Activities 
      California State University Channel Islands 
� Advisor to the Omega Alpha Undergraduate   Fall 2014 – present 

Communication Honor Society 
� Member of the Communication Program  Fall 2015 – present 

            Search Committee 
� Member of the Spanish Program Search Fall 2015 

            Committee 
� Member of the Health Sciences Program  Spring 2015 

            Search Committee 
Community Committees & Activities 
� Member of the McCune Foundation Grant Review Committee       2016 

Professional Activities 
� Journal Manuscript Reviewer for Journal of Communication       2016 
� Journal Manuscript Reviewer for Risk Analysis         2016 
� Paper and Panel Reviewer for the Annual Conference of the      2015 

Western States Communication Association 
� Manuscript Reviewer for the Journal of Medical Internet Research      2015 
� Abstract Reviewer for the National Conference on Health       2015  

            Communication, Marketing and Media             
� Journal Manuscript Reviewer for Communication Research       2013 
� Paper Reviewer for the Annual Conference of the International      2013 

Communication Association     
   

PROFESSIONAL ACCREDITATIONS 

Certificate of Accreditation as Interpreter between English and Mandarin 2005                           
National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters, Australia 

Certificate of Accreditation as Translator from Chinese into English 2005  
National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters, Australia 
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PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT__________________________________ 

Taiwan Centers for Disease Control 2007 - present          
Freelance English Manuscript Editor and Translator  

  (Chinese to English) of the Taiwan Epidemiology Bulletin     
Taiwan Centers for Disease Control 2005 - 2007 

  Public Relations Officer 
Unique Business Television, Taiwan 2005                                                                                       

  Foreign News Editor 
SBS Radio, Australia 2002 - 2004                                                                                          

  Broadcaster-Journalist (Level 1, Mandarin Program) 
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Assessing Community Organizing Capacity and Interorganizational Collaboration Among 
Grassroots Organizations in Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties 

  
Project Summary 

The proposed project seeks to create knowledge about best practices in developing that enhances 
the organizing capacity of grassroots organizations and in creating interorganizational 
collaboration that leads to social change. This project will involve 3-4 undergraduate students, 
who will receive training and mentorship from the proposer on evaluation research using surveys 
and interviews. These students will participate in analyzing data collected from grassroots groups 
in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties to assess their (1) community organizing capacity, and (2) 
interorganizational communication and collaboration practices. Two waves of data will be 
collected and analyzed, including data collected before and after some of these organizations 
attend a three-day community organizing training in 2017. The principal sponsor of this training, 
the McCune Foundation, has committed to providing a $300 stipend to up to four student 
research assistants for this project. The faculty proposer is seeking reassigned time so she can 
effectively train and mentor these students. This project is expected to lead to presentations and 
publications co-authored by the students and faculty proposer in the areas of evaluation, applied 
communication, and non-profit sector research. Furthermore, this work can lay groundwork for 
pursuing funding from external sponsors, such as the National Science Foundation.  
 

Proposal Narrative 
Project Goals and Outcomes  
This project seeks to create knowledge about best practices in developing training that enhances 
the organizing capacity of grassroots organizations and in creating interorganizational 
collaboration that leads to social change. Community organizing is the process of empowering 
residents with the necessary skills and resources to mobilize around issues of collective concern 
(Obama, 2012). In the areas surrounding CSUCI, there are many organizations dedicated to 
social justice issues. Research has demonstrated that the effectiveness of these organizations 
depends on several factors, such as having staff who are well versed in the strategies of 
community organizing and being able to leverage collaborative partnerships to address common 
concerns (Cooper & Shumate, 2012; Ellingson, Woodley, & Paik, 2012; LoaCom, 2015). 
However, small and less established organizations often lack the opportunities and resources to 
create interorganizational collaboration and provide professional training to their staff. To 
address this challenge, the McCune Foundation, a major funder of grassroots organizations in 
Ventura and Santa Barbara counties, is sponsoring a three-day training in April 2017 to help 
local organizers hone their skills and connect with one another. The proposed project seeks to 
recruit 3-4 undergraduate students to work with the faculty applicant to collect and analyze data 
from participating and non-participating organizations to understand the effects of this training 
and the more general challenges and facilitators for capacity building among grassroots groups. 
The goal of this study is therefore to investigate: 

x If and how the training has been successful in enhancing the organizing capacity of 
grassroots organizations. 

x If and how the opportunity to connect with other local organizations during the training 
has been leveraged into strategic interorganizational collaboration. 

x What are the barriers and facilitators in implementing the lessons learned during the 
training?  
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x What are the barriers and facilitators in sustaining and capitalizing upon the 
organizational connections made during the training?  

Insights revealed through this research will help improve current organizing training offered by 
private and public funders. They will also contribute to scholarship on the facilitators and 
barriers to creating and maintaining effective interorganizational collaboration among grassroots 
groups. While there is some literature in these areas, the proposed study’s focus on smaller 
grassroots organizations in our region is unique, and the plan to use a quasi-experimental mixed 
methods design will enable this study to address the research questions more fully than most 
previous studies that relied on either a quantitative or qualitative approach.  
  
Research Plan and Methodology   
This study will follow a quasi-experimental design as diagramed below: 
M1 X M2 
M2  M4 
¾ X Intervention: Organizing training from 4/28/2017 – 4/30/2017 
¾ M1 & M2: Collection of baseline data from the Executive Directors or management staff 

members from participating and non-participating local organizations through a Qualtrics 
survey in March 2017; collection of baseline data using a print version of the Qualtrics 
survey from training participants on the first day of the training on 4/28/2017  

¾ M2 & M4: Collection of follow-up data six months after the training in November 2017 
through the same Qualtrics survey distributed to training participants and EDs; interviews 
with training participants from November to December in 2017 

 
The baseline and follow-up questionnaires will include items pertaining to the following topics: 

x General information about the organization 
x General information about the respondent 
x Items on community organizing capacity: Adapted from the Marguerite Casey 

Foundation Organizational Assessment Tool  
x Items on interorganizational communication and collaboration: Adapted from the 

Community Health Councils Coalition Evaluation Survey  
The protocol for the interviews will include questions designed to understand if and how training 
participants have implemented the organizing skills they learned from the training and 
capitalized upon the organizational connections they made. Barriers and facilitators for 
translating knowledge into practice and for developing interorganizational collaboration will also 
be investigated.  
 
Should this project be funded with a Mini-grant, the proposer will begin laying groundwork in 
Spring 2017 by obtaining IRB approval for the study and working with the McCune Foundation 
to collect baseline survey data. Up to four student research assistants will subsequently be 
recruited in Summer 2017, and they will meet with the proposer every week during the Fall 2017 
and Spring 2018 semesters to work on the following:  

x They will receive training from the faculty proposer on developing interview protocols 
and recruitment materials, conducting interviews, performing thematic analysis on 
interview data, using Qualtrics to administer surveys, and working with SPSS to analyze 
survey data.   
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x They will help finalize the interview protocol, send out interview invitations to 
community organizations, and conduct interviews throughout the Fall 2017 semester. 

x They will assist with administering the follow-up survey via Qualtrics between 
11/1/2017-11/30/2017 and work on subsequent data analysis using SPSS. 

x They will be mentored by the faculty applicant on quantitative and qualitative data 
analysis to produce a professional report for the McCune Foundation and academic 
manuscripts for conferences or journals in Spring 2018.  

 
Professional Development Benefits for Faculty 
Community empowerment through communication and organizing has been central to my 
scholarship and teaching. While my previous research mostly focused on organizations and 
neighborhoods in Los Angeles, it is my hope to connect my work more closely with local efforts 
in Ventura County. I have been working on establishing connections with local organizations 
since I joined CSUCI in Fall 2014, and the proposed project provides me a unique opportunity to 
apply my scholarly interest and skills in our local context. Using the proposed project as a case in 
point, I am hoping to contribute to knowledge on evidence-based strategies for developing 
organizing capacity and interorganizational collaboration among grassroots groups. Presentation 
and/or publication of findings from this study will help enhance my scholarly credentials in the 
areas of applied communication, evaluation, and non-profit sector research. I might also be able 
to leverage this study to apply for grants from external funders, such as the National Science 
Foundation or National Institutes of Health, as they give favorable consideration to investigators 
with solid experience in evaluation research and in developing evidence-based interventions.  
 
Benefits to the University, School, Program, and the applicant’s teaching 
From a macro-perspective, having CSUCI students and faculty working with a local funder and 
grassroots organizations will be a testimony to our university’s commitment to community 
engagement. This also aligns well with the Communication Program’s emphasis on non-profit 
leadership. The proposed project will be presented to the community partners orally and in 
writing at its conclusion, and these activities will highlight our university’s investment in 
empowering and improving local communities. From a micro-perspective, students interested in 
evaluation research have an opportunity to hone their skills through this project. Having 
experience in conducting research in a real-world context will enhance students’ chances for 
pursuing graduate studies or professional careers in many fields. Furthermore, this project will 
put students in direct contact with many community organizations in our region and help 
increase their future job prospects in the non-profit sector. From a personal standpoint, I have 
taught the Quantitative Research Methods course in my program for the past five semesters, and 
I enjoy the experience of mentoring student class projects. However, these projects have 
exclusively relied on convenience samples that primarily involve participants from the students’ 
social networks. The proposed project will give me an opportunity to mentor a small group of 
students to apply their knowledge and skills outside of their social circles and in a more real-
world context. It will give me invaluable insights into if and how this type of project can be 
scaled up for my Quantitative Research Methods course, as I will have a better understanding of 
the process and challenges involved in mentoring students on research projects that involve 
actual organizations as participants or clients. The opportunity to create stronger ties with local 
organizations through the proposed project is also invaluable to me, as I am always looking to 
connect with appropriate organizations to provide service learning opportunities for my students. 
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Dissemination Plan  
Findings from this project will be disseminated through the following channels: 

x Through conference presentations and/or publications in the areas of communication, 
evaluation, or non-profit sector research (e.g. presentation at the annual conference of the 
National Communication Association; manuscript submission to the Journal of Applied 
Communication research, American Journal of Evaluation Research, or The Foundation 
Review). The student research assistants will be co-authors on all academic works 
resulting from this project. 

x Through a written report and oral presentation to the McCune Foundation and co-
sponsors of the organizing training. Students will be co-authors and co-presenters for 
these activities.   

x Through a proposal submitted to the annual SAGE Student Research Conference.  
 

Project Timeline  
Even though reassigned time is requested for the 2017-2018 academic year, some groundwork 
will be laid in Spring 2017, when the proposer completes the IRB application and administers the 
baseline survey. The proposer will subsequently work with students throughout the 2017-2018 
academic year on the following tasks:   

x August to September 2017: Provision of training to students on developing interview 
protocols, crafting recruitment materials, and conducting interviews 

x October 2017: Provision of training to students on using Qualtrics for data collection; 
working with students to send out invitations and schedule interviews 

x November to December 2017: Working with students on administering the follow-up 
survey via Qualtrics between 11/1/2017-11/30/2017; supervising students on conducting 
interviews with community organizations 

x January to March 2018: Working with students on transcribing the interviews and 
performing thematic analysis on interview data; training and mentoring students on 
analyzing survey data using SPSS; assisting students in developing a proposal to submit 
to the annual SAGE Student Research Conference 

x March to June 2018: Working with students on creating the report and presentation for 
the McCune Foundation and drafting conference/journal submissions 
  

Project Assessment  
The success of this project will be assessed by the (1) delivery of a written report and oral 
presentation to the McCune Foundation and training co-sponsors, (2) submission of a 
presentation proposal to the SAGE Student Research Conference, (3) submission of manuscripts 
to professional conferences or journals in the areas of communication, evaluation, or non-profit 
sector research.    
 
Budget 
As outlined in the study timeline, the proposed project requires the faculty member to invest 
considerable time each week throughout the 2017-2018 academic year to train and mentor 
students on data collection and analysis, and on crafting professional and academic reports. The 
requested budget is therefore for 3WTU of reassigned time (i.e. $6,000) for the 2017-2018 
academic year to help the proposer effectively work with student research assistants. Should the 
request be granted, the proposer would ideally like to take the course release in Fall 2017, but 
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she will work with her program to make a final decision about the appropriate semester to take 
this course release.   
 
References 
Cooper, K. R., & Shumate, M. (2012). Interorganizational collaboration explored through the 

bona fide network perspective. Management Communication Quarterly, 26(4), 623-654. 
doi:10.1177/0893318912462014 

Ellingson, S., Woodley, V. A., & Paik, A. (2012). The structure of religious environmentalism: 
Movement organizations, interorganizational networks, and collective action. Journal for 
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CA: McCune Foundation.  

Obama, B. (2012). Why organize? Problems and promise in the inner city. In M. Minkler (Ed.), 
Community organizing and community building for health and welfare (pp. 27-31). New 
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 
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Research and Development Minigrants for 2017-2018: Review Form

*Project Goals and Outcomes: 
The proposal sets clear goals and outcomes for the project, and it explains the steps that will
be taken to realize project goals.
  

--
Rating Scale 1 (1 weakest to 11 strongest): 

--
  

*Research Plan and Methodology: 
The proposal conveys a complete and well thought-out plan for the project that describes the
activities of all individuals involved in the project. If support is requested for student research
assistance, the proposal must also include a description of their role in the project and how the
faculty
  

--
Rating Scale 2 (1 weakest to 11 strongest): 

--
  

*Professional Development Benefits for the Faculty: 
The proposed makes clear how the project will advance each individual applicant’s or
research, scholarship, creative activity, or innovation in teaching. The proposal discusses
whether the applicant(s) intend to pursue external funding and identifies those external funding
opportunities.
  

--
Rating Scale 3 (1 weakest to 11 strongest): 

--
  

Routing Step: Initial Committee Review

Application Title: Assessing Community Organizing Capacity
and Interorganizational Collaboration Among
Grassroots Organizations in Ventura and
Santa Barbara Counties

Application ID: #000063

Review Deadline: Jan 27, 2017 11:59:00 PM
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*Project Benefits: 
To what extent does the proposed qualify for special consideration (e.g., applicant is
probationary, applicant has not had minigrant funding in the past, applicant has been
especially successful in the use of past minigrant funding, project scope is particularly
ambitious but realizable).
  

--
Rating Scale 4 (1 weakest to 11 strongest): 

--
  

*Dissemination Plans: 
The level and type of dissemination is appropriate for the project, its goals, and its outcomes.
  

--
Rating Scale 5 (1 weakest to 11 strongest): 

--
  

*Project Timeline: 
The project goals and objectives are attainable within the timeline of the proposal.
  

--
Rating Scale 6 (1 weakest to 11 strongest): 

--
  

*Project Assessment: 
The proposal describes how the product(s) of the project will be assessed and evaluated to
determine the degree of success achieved.
  

--
Rating Scale 7 (1 weakest to 11 strongest): 

--
  

*Project Budget: 
The proposed budget is reasonable in the context of the project description, and the project
costs are necessary to achieve project goals and outcomes.
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--
Rating Scale 8 (1 weakest to 11 strongest): 

--
  

*Other considerations: 
To what extent does the proposed qualify for special consideration (e.g., applicant is
probationary, applicant has not had minigrant funding in the past, applicant has been
especially successful in the use of past minigrant funding, project scope is particularly
ambitious but realizable).
  

--
Rating Scale 9 (1 weakest to 11 strongest): 

--
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