
 

 
 

Instructionally Related Activities Report Form 
 

 
SPONSOR: Andrea Grove 
PROGRAM/DEPARTMENT: POLS 
ACTIVITY TITLE: Univ 392: Journey to the New South Africa 
DATE (S) OF ACTIVITY: Jan 2-10, 2018 
 
Please submit via email to the IRA Coordinator along with any supporting 
documentation at david.daniels@csuci.edu within 30 days after the activity. 
Thank you for your commitment to engaging our students! 
 
 
A. ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
 
(1) PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY; 
(2) HOW DID THE ACTIVITY RELATE TO A COURSE(S) AND/OR LEARNING OBJECTIVES? 
(3) WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE STRENGTHS OF THE ACTIVITY? 
(4) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE/WERE THE ACTIVITY’S WEAKNESSES? 
(5) HOW WOULD YOU IMPROVE THIS ACTIVITY FOR NEXT TIME? 
(6) WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE PROCESS? 
(7) WHAT ARE STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE ACTIVITY? ATTACH STUDENT EVALUATIONS OR 
ASSESSMENTS (IN ACCORDANCE WITH FERPA RESTRICTIONS YOU MUST REMOVE ALL 
PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE STUDENT INFORMATION) 
8) GIVE A SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR THE ACTIVITY (DO NOT INCLUDE ACCOUNTING STRINGS) 
 
 
B. ATTENDEE LIST- SUPPORTING DOCUMENT: 
 
In addition to the report form, in a separate document, attach to your email a list of 
attendees complete with each student major and grade level. This for IRA Committee 
reference only and will not be published on the IRA website.  Include your name and the 
title of your IRA activity on the document. 
 
 
C.IMAGES FROM ACTIVITY: 
 
Please embed 3-5 images in this document (or attach in .JPEG format) that 
demonstrate student participation with captions/titles. 
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(1) PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY 
 
This was an educational tour of South Africa, including Cape Town and environs, 
Soweto, Johannesburg, Pretoria, and Kruger National Park. It was the capstone to a 
semester-long course on South African politics and society. Students toured historic 
sites, discussed contemporary issues with lecturers and politicians, toured an AIDS 
hospice, engaged in a homestay experience, and interacted with local families in both a 
poor township and a wealthy suburb. 
 
(2) HOW DID THE ACTIVITY RELATE TO A COURSE(S) AND/OR LEARNING 

OBJECTIVES? 
 
The activities were directly tied to the concepts and issues students learned about in 
class including the history of apartheid, the political transition, current political upheaval, 
poverty, crime, HIV/AIDS, urban redevelopment, etc.  

 
(3) WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE STRENGTHS OF THE ACTIVITY? 

 
This is my 5th travel course to South Africa (4th at CI). The way in which the tour we put 
together crystallizes and brings to life concepts from class is irreplaceable. Students 
were constantly puzzled and perplexed about the many contradictions in South Africa—
the juxtaposition of rich and poor, first and third world status, etc. This state of mind 
provided for engaging and meaningful discussions in our debrief sessions throughout 
the trip. This year we added a service project, cleaning and working on a community-
based tutoring center. It was really rewarding for the students.  
 
(4) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE/WERE THE ACTIVITY’S WEAKNESSES? 
 
Students this time were more than ever tethered to their phones and thus to the United 
States throughout the trip—despite our efforts to discuss the downside of this and the 
upside of cultural immersion. This has happened in the past but to a much smaller 
degree. Sometimes a few of them were on FaceTime showing their friends or family 
what we were doing in real time. This changed the dynamic of the trip to such a great 
degree that it will be a long time before I will do it again.  

 
(5) HOW WOULD YOU IMPROVE THIS ACTIVITY FOR NEXT TIME? 
 
If I felt I were allowed to limit time on phones texting home, I would do that. However, I 
don’t think we can do something like that.  
 
(6) WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE PROCESS? 

 
I learned a lot about the challenge of having students fully immerse themselves. This 
was never an issue before.  
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(7) WHAT ARE STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE ACTIVITY? ATTACH STUDENT 

EVALUATIONS OR ASSESSMENTS (IN ACCORDANCE WITH FERPA 
RESTRICTIONS YOU MUST REMOVE ALL PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE 
STUDENT INFORMATION)   

 
I am attaching scanned evaluations that get at the value of the course, the trip, and the 
relationship between the two.  

 
(8) GIVE A SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR THE ACTIVITY. 
 
IRA award: 66,400 
Student fees: 27,000 
Total income: $93,400 
 
Airfare and Cal Travelstore fees: 24,217.52 
Additional seating fee: 47.48 
Fees to travel agent for all lodging, tours, in country flights, some meals, etc.: 60,540.71 
Additional group meals (2) and museum tickets, cards for hosts: 647.13 
Cell phone international plan: 60.00 
Airport parking and mileage for two advisers: 249 
Malaria medication: 5 
Several meals for two advisers: 630 
Total expenses: $86,396.84 
 
Unspent funds (this was due to the lower airfare cost that estimated): $7003.16 
 
B. ON SEPARATE DOCUMENT, PLEASE ATTACH ATTENDEE LIST 
(PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFO REMOVED) 
 
C. PLEASE INCLUDE UP TO 6 IMAGES IN THIS DOCUMENT TO DEMONSTRATE 
STUDENT PARTICIPATION 
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UNIV 392 South Africa 
Fall 2017/Jan 2018 
 
 
Attendee List: 
 

Cynthia Alba 
Joshua Sterling Bence 
Kelsey Nicole Bergh 
Sonia Viviana Farias 
Andrea Kathleen Grove 
Kayla Jane Herrera 
Avery Cymone Lowe 
Rebecca Anne Parr 
Patricia Lorena Romero 
Melissa Ann Russett 
Lindsay Ayleen Sanchez 
Christopher W. Scholl 
Micaela Rae Stoia 
Tiona Imari Sykes 
Yvette Alejandra Trejo 
Donato Valdivia  
Maximilian William Zepf 

 































 

 
 
 
 
 
At the Cape of Good Hope on the Cape Peninsula Tour: 
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Attending a lecture on the AIDS epidemic at the University of Western Cape: 
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Walking tour of Langa (oldest former African township): 
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Meeting local entrepreneurs at Langa-based community center, where artists are 
trained in crafts so they can generate self-sustaining income: 
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Cave tour, Sterkfontein Caves, at the Cradle of Humankind (World Heritage Site), were 
some of the oldest human remains have been found: 
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Hector Pieterson Memorial, Soweto, honoring those killed in the student uprising in 
1976: 
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