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Instructionally Related Activities Report Form 
 

 
SPONSOR: Javier González and El Club de Español, with support from Andrea Grove and 
Jeannette Edwards, CIA; and KuanFen Liu, Daniel Lee Music Festival and Performing Arts 
PROGRAM/DEPARTMENT: Global Languages and Cultures, Center for International Affairs  
ACTIVITY TITLE: Noche de Fiesta 
DATE (S) OF ACTIVITY: April 25, 2019 
 
A. ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
 
(1) This is a yearly signature activity done by the Global Languages Program in conjunction with 
El Club de Español. This year we partnered with the Center for International Affairs as part of 
International Education Week and the Daniel Lee Memorial Music Festival. The activity brings 
students and community together in a celebration of culture involving music, food and friendly 
interaction. This year, the theme country was Colombia, and we hired one of the finest and best 
known Colombian cumbia bands, La Sonora Dinamita to perform at our concert. The band has a 
large following in the community and the event worked to get many people unfamiliar with the 
campus to visit. It was also a fanstastic culminating event to International Education Week and 
the various international music performances that occurred in conjunction with the Daniel Lee 
Music Festival. This was the first time the event was planned to work in conjunction with CIA 
and DMF. 
 
The Fiesta portion of the event took place in Grand Salon beginning at 6:30 PM and included 
Colombian cuisine provided by the University Auxiliary Services for the attendees. 
 
(2) HOW DID THE ACTIVITY RELATE TO A COURSE(S) AND/OR LEARNING OBJECTIVESS  
The event provided attendees a firsthand experience of Colombian Music, its elements, and its 
cuisine. It served to complement the the activity strenghened student awareness of a number of 
issues described in the CI Mission including: multicultural perspectives, international perspectives, 
and analysis (and experience) of human products (in the arts) and ideas, which further links it to 
the mission of the CIA Mission. 

The Spanish program asserts that this presentation would meet the Spanish program’s student 
learning outcomes, which are: 
Demonstrate a reasonable understanding of the behavioral practices (patterns of social 
interactions), and the cultural products (for example, art, history,literature, music) of the Spanish-
speaking world.  
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To foster students’ Spanish language acquisition in all four language skills (speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing), in this case focusing on the listening. 

 

Though not directly coordinating with Performing Arts for the event, it did fulfill some learning 
outcomes for their curriculum for courses such as PAMU 332, World Music. 

PAMU 332-World Music was of particular benefit by this event as its Student Learning Outcomes 
are: To describe orally and in writing the diverse styles and cultures of world music. discuss in 
writing musical characteristics and genres of indigenous music, differentiate between diverse 
musical styles of several countries and regions, describe world music’s significant impact on 
popular music, identify songs or styles of world music not previously encountered, write about a 
world music concert they attend and discuss how world music is related to historical, political and 
cultural events.  

(3) WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE STRENGTHS OF THE ACTIVITY? 
The activity brings the student community together and gives the Spanish Club officers 
responsibility in helping plan and execute the event. Each year, the plan is to provide a different 
cultural theme and this year, in partnering with the CIA and DMF, we brought a rich cultural 
activity involving Colombia to the CI campus. The event helps build community among students, 
with the community, between programs (Global Languages and all partnering programs, year after 
year) and gives all parties involved an opportunity to be together in a relaxed setting, being one of 
the few and rare opportunities to bring a large group of program faculty together at one time with 
students.This year we had particularly strong attendance from the community, opening our 
campus up to people who perhaps would not be aware of it otherwise. 
 
The band created a wonderful vibe in the Grand Salon. The audience was very responsive to the 
band, the food and the music. The good feelings continued throughout the evening and 
culminated in a large conga line of dancers including community members, faculty, staff and 
students and several encores. The joy and feelings of goodwill were palpable throughout the 
evening before the music even began as the crowd began to gather outside Grand Salon well over 
an hour before the doors opened. There were, according de CSUCI Police calculations and our 
sign-in sheets 630 attendees came to the event, the largest attendance to an event of this type to 
have occured on campus (also according to CSUCI Police, with officer Gómez serving for security 
purposes). We had a line to enter until about 8:10 p.m., with all attendees eventually entering 
Grand Salon. The event concluded at 8:45 with band encores and many photos with the band 
members. The vast majority of responses from attendees gave the event the highest marks, with 
several requesting we hire the same band again for another event. IRA’s support of the food 
budget again this year was invaluable in helping attract more students and the quality of the 
Colombian food was admirable, giving the event a feeling of completeness it would not have had 
otherwise. 
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(4) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE/WERE THE ACTIVITY’S WEAKNESSES? 
Leading up to the event, we were unprepared for the high attendance numbers. Thanks to the help 
of Officer Gómez at the CSUCI Police Department and his colleagues, we were able to better 
prepare for the event and with the help of CSUCI Sound Technician Jon Brooks and club 
members, were able to coherently manage the flow of the crowd. In the end, we also ordered far 
too many chairs for the event, particularly for a dance band as popular as La Sonora Dinamita. 
Nonetheless, because there were attendees of all ages: from babies to senior citizens,  it was 
important to somewhere for them to sit. Also, due to the amount of people in the room, the 
temperature and humidity inside rose considerably, so we should probably get as many large fans 
as we can for the event next year or move it outside, which was by and large the most repeated 
recommendation for future events on the feedback form. A better system for entering and 
returning needed to be in place as well. 
 
(5) HOW WOULD YOU IMPROVE THIS ACTIVITY FOR NEXT TIME? 
The main suggestions I received from attendees was to move the event outdoors. I realize that 
there are different logistics and far higher costs involved, so it remains to be seen if that is even 
possible.  
We certainly needed a better in and out system for restrooms, etc. and that was reflected in the 
comments. 
We have set a very strong precedent for future Noche de Fiesta events.  
 
(6) WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE PROCESS? 
This was my third time organizing the event. Again, the many different moving parts involved in 
making it happen always present challenges, many of which were happening in the week leading up 
to the event. Again, I am very, very grateful for the help I received from a variety of different 
people from the campus community, especially Jeannette Edwards who deserves tremendous 
credit for her tireless effort and help. I really cannot thank her enough. I also received much help 
from David Daniels and the dedicated members of El Club de Español who did a wonderful job 
of decorating the entrance to Grand Salon. 
 
(7) WHAT ARE STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE ACTIVITY? ATTACH STUDENT EVALUATIONS OR 
ASSESSMENTS (IN ACCORDANCE WITH FERPA RESTRICTIONS YOU MUST REMOVE ALL 
PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE STUDENT INFORMATION) 
The overwhelming response from students, faculty and community members was positive; with the 
vast majority rating the event a 5 on a scale of 1 to 5.. There were many positive comments 
reflecting positively on bringing the community together, learning about culture, the quality of the 
musicianship and the band as well as the food. Some of the comments included:  
There were many commenters who suggested moving it outside, as I mentioned before, as well as 
removing chairs to make the room more dance friendly.  
The comments, other than those mentioned above regarding chairs, outside venue and better in 
and out system (duly noted) were universally enthusiastic about the band, the ambience, the people 
and especially the performer. 
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8) GIVE A SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR THE ACTIVITY (DO NOT INCLUDE ACCOUNTING STRINGS) 
 
This event came in at budget. 
 
 
B. ATTENDEE LIST- SUPPORTING DOCUMENT: 
 
630 attendees. 
 
 
C.IMAGES FROM ACTIVITY: 
 
Please embed 3-5 images in this document (or attach in .JPEG format) that 
demonstrate student participation with captions/titles. 
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The line of early arriving attendees. This was before doors opened. 
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The crowd inside the Grand Salon, before the windows fogged up from the humidity 
generated by the energy in the room. 
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Students dancing practically in the lobby of Grand Salon with La Sonora Dinamita in the 
background. 
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Back row: Spanish Club advisor Javier González with President Angélica Zavala, former 
Vice President Rey Pérez, current Vice President Raquel Cuevas and other members of 
the club wearing Club de Español t-shirts that were distributed to students and printed 
by CSUCI Alum Hugo Castillo. 
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