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Sponsor: Nicholas F. Centino 
Program/Department: Chicana/o Studies  
Activity Title: Pachuca Boogie Symposium & Baile 
Date (s) of activity: Spring 2019 
  
  
 
(1)  PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY 
  

The Pachuca Boogie Symposium and Baile was a two-day conference that 
explored the lasting legacy of so-called Pachucas: second generation Chicanas and 
Latinas simultaneously envied and vilified for their daring transgressions of the 
social mores of the 1940s and 1950s. Planned in conjunction with Chicana/o 
Studies 430: Interdisciplinary Writing and Research, our event was organized by 
students who served in both a planning and execution capacity.  Day One featured 
an intimate one-on-one conversation for the CHS 430 students with Prof. Catherine 
S. Ramirez, an authority on the subject and author of one of the course texts.  Day 
Two’s symposium hosted scholars statewide and beyond who submitted papers to 
present on themes such as Chicana/x and Latina/x criminalization and 
pathologicalization, Chicana/Latina history, and Chicana/Latina performance 
theory.     

The evening baile (dance) featured a dance performance by members of Sanchez’s 
La Mezcla and live music by Vicky Tafoya & The Big Beat, a 1940s-1950s 
inspired R&B and soul band. The baile provided us with another avenue to reach 
students and use the performing arts to further our conversation on the themes of 
the symposium, especially the intersection of gender, Chicanx/Latinx culture, and 
memory.  
 

(2)  HOW DID THE ACTIVITY RELATE TO A COURSE(S) AND/OR LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES? 
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The Pachuquisma Symposium was integrated into Chicana/o Studies courses 
program wide, as our faculty worked to include the event into their course 
offerings that semester.  The symposium specifically catered to students from our 
lower division CHS 200 courses and the themes explored are core elements in our 
CHS 320: Gender & Sexuality, CHS 383: Chicana/o Latina/o Identity and CHS 
333 History of Chicano Art.  Lastly, the planning efforts by the CHS 430 students 
provided a unique insight into the production of original research in Chicana/o 
Studies through hosting an academic conference, an aspect often overlooked but 
essential nonetheless. 
  
(3)  WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE STRENGTHS OF THE ACTIVITY? 
  
This event provided the CHS 430 with a unique hands-on experience in the 
practice of epistemology and pedagogy never before offered in Chicana/o Studies 
at CSUCI.  Additionally, the unique pairing of music, art, dance, and academic 
presentation provided a holistic and “360-degree” approach to student-centered 
learning.  Our event proved popular as Petit Salon reached capacity during the day-
time symposium program.  
 
(4)  WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE/WERE THE ACTIVITY’S WEAKNESSES? 
   
As the evening dance took place outside of normal university hours, considerable 
planning and extra costs were incurred to host this part of the program.  
Additionally, the students would have preferred stronger attendance from the 
broader community. 
 
  
(5)  HOW WOULD YOU IMPROVE THIS ACTIVITY FOR NEXT TIME? 
  
Preferably, this event should have taken place at the end of the semester to provide 
students with more time to plan and deliberate. 
  
(6)  WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE PROCESS? 
 
I became more familiar with campus policies regarding space and staff.  
Additionally, I believe I am better prepared to instruct students in best practices for 
event planning and consensus building. 
  
(7)  WHAT ARE STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE ACTIVITY?  
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Student evaluations are attached as a pdfs. 
 
Overall, the student responses reflected on the the following themes: 
• Presenters were knowledgeable and passionate about their topics 
• An appreciation for performative and artistic approaches to learning 
• A broader understanding of the experiences of women of color in the 1940s-

1950s 
• Requests for more Q&A and discussion times 
• Request for a return performance by La Mezcla (dancers). 
  
(8)  GIVE A SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR THE ACTIVITY. 
  
The majority of our budget was allocated for the educational performers and 
speakers. ($6050).  In order to re-budget to cover sound cost (($1079) the student 
planning committee opted to not provide dinner for the event. 
 
  
B. ON SEPARATE DOCUMENT, PLEASE ATTACH ATTENDEE LIST 
  
See attached pdfs for sign-in sheets. 
 
C. PLEASE INCLUDE UP TO 6 IMAGES AS ATTACHMENTS TO YOUR SUBMISSION 
 
Please see attached. 
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