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Instructionally Related Activities Report Form

SPONSOR: Raquel Baker

PROGRAM/DEPARTMENT: English

ACTIVITY TITLE: Striking Voices - Representing Untold Stories (Research Series)
DATE (S) OF ACTIVITY: April 17 & 4/22

Please submit via email to the IRA Coordinator along with any supporting
documentation within 30 days after the activity.

A. ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY;

HOW DID THE ACTIVITY RELATE TO A COURSE(S) AND/OR LEARNING OBJECTIVES?

WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE STRENGTHS OF THE ACTIVITY?

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE/WERE THE ACTIVITY’S WEAKNESSES?

HOW WOULD YOU IMPROVE THIS ACTIVITY FOR NEXT TIME?

(6) WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE PROCESS?

(7) WHAT ARE STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE ACTIVITY? ATTACH STUDENT EVALUATIONS OR
ASSESSMENTS (IN ACCORDANCE WITH FERPA RESTRICTIONS YOU MUST REMOVE ALL
PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE STUDENT INFORMATION)

8) GIVE A SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR THE ACTIVITY (DO NOT INCLUDE ACCOUNTING STRINGS)
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B. ATTENDEE LIST- SUPPORTING DOCUMENT:

In addition to the report form, in a separate document, please provide a list of
participants that engaged in the instructionally related activity. This for IRA Committee
reference only and will not be published on the IRA website. Include your name and the
title of your IRA activity on the document.

C.IMAGES FROM ACTIVITY:

Please provide a few images in this document (or attached separately) that demonstrate
student participation.
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(1) PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

Journalist Emily Yellin and Photographer Darius Williams will screen
their multimedia journalism project "Striking Voices," which is based on
in-depth video interviews with Memphis sanitation workers who went
on strike in 1960 and will answer student questions. In session 2,
students will present their projects for individual consultation and
feedback from the producers.

(2) HOW DID THE ACTIVITY RELATE TO A COURSE(S) AND/OR LEARNING
OBJECTIVES?

The final project of this course is a storytelling project where students research a
topic related to the course and present the research in a genre matched to their aim.

Students will think about the effect the different genres they read over the course
of the semester had on them as readers/viewers: essay, film, novel, short story,
poetry, music video, autobiography, performance art.

The workshop series give students access to a journalist, a photographer, a video
project, and still photos to continue to think about the effect of each genre on their
reception of the material. Students will have direct contact with the finished
products of research and have the opportunity to discuss process, genre choices,
and the public significance of researching other's stories.

(3) WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE STRENGTHS OF THE ACTIVITY?

This activity provides students with a producer and artistic perspective on research and
storytelling. Students developed project ideas by talking to producers working in the
field. Several students decided to add an interview component to their projects after
seeing the power of the stories presented. Students also learned historical information
while engaging craft, composition, and research issues.

Students learned vocabulary in the field. The producers discussed their research
process in which about 90% of the work is thinking about their frame, their vision, their
orientation on the project. They gave the students their hard-earned knowledge: good
storytelling comes from learning how to let people be themselves and tell their own
story.

(4) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE/WERE THE ACTIVITY’S WEAKNESSES?

-0



INSTRUCTIONALLY
(” RELATED
D ACTIVITIES

CaliforniaState | € H A N N E L
University I S L AND S

Was not able to bring producers to campus.

(5) HOW WOULD YOU IMPROVE THIS ACTIVITY FOR NEXT TIME?

Create a calendar in which could bring presenters to campus. This requires the ability to
pay for the costs upfront rather than through reimbursement. Work with students for one
class period to develop questions for guests.

(6) WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE PROCESS?
Students did get value from virtual workshop. It was an interactive experience.

(7) WHAT ARE STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE ACTIVITY? ATTACH STUDENT
EVALUATIONS OR ASSESSMENTS (IN ACCORDANCE WITH FERPA
RESTRICTIONS YOU MUST REMOVE ALL PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE
STUDENT INFORMATION)

Found differences in perspective between the producer and the photographer extremely
helpful. Could understand how to approach a project on a pragmatic and creative level.
Stories fueled me to remain vigilant in the fight against injustice and oppression. It
warms to know that people are taking the time to best immortalize these horrible events
in the hopes that we are then able to grow from. These speakers not only opened a
great dialogue within the classroom and their feedback directly influenced my project
allowing me to add a storytelling element that | previously had not planned.

From hearing these untold stories | learned about MLKs involvement in another activist
movement. | also learned about the history behind the stigma of being a trashman and
the effects it had on the family of the children. The image of the Leach family stays with
me, as well as the picture from the slideshow the speakers showed us in which a man
stood with a picture of himself along with the other men, holding the “| am a man” signs
during the protest. | learned that one of the most important skills to researching and
presenting history is to listen to the voices of the people. The effect of video may be that
hearing the tone of an act changes how | perceive it, Whereas picture can hold
meanings that | wouldn’t know unless asked.

The opportunity to learn from Darius Williams and Emily Yellin was incredible. | was
amazed at the work they’ve done to uncover and reveal stories about the Memphis
Sanitation Worker's Strike. They were able to tell a story that had never been fully told
before, since no one had cared enough to formally interview those who had been on the
front lines of the strike. What will stay with me from this experience was when Emily
Yellin said that as a white woman she knew she could not ethically and accurately tell
the story of those men without inserting her own bias perspectives. This is why she was
so determined to provide a space and an opportunity for the men to tell the story
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themselves. | learned that this is a very critical point of awareness for a researcher
studying marginalized people. We must know when to step back and let people tell their
own stories from their perspectives, with their own words. | am very interested as a
history major to learn more about video and photography and know that can be used to
tell historical narratives. | think this was a great way to bring people into the classroom
virtually. It was a valuable experience.

First of all, | think this type of engagement is very important for students. School should
not just be coming to class everyday listening to lecture while you take notes. At least
for me, | want class to have some diversity throughout the semester where we are
exposed to different mediums of learning. This Zoom video that we did is a perfect
example of that where we were able to engage with some knowledgeable artists and
learn about an important piece of history at the same time. On top of that, the art we
were exposed to was very inspiring and also tied to our project well.

It was really fascinating to hear about the design choices that happened behind the
scenes during the creation of a documentary. Choices for background images to create
a specific emotional impact.

(8) GIVE A SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR THE ACTIVITY.

$2500 for 2, 75-minute class visits with journalist Emily Yellin and photographer Darius
Williams
$500 screening fees for documentary and Striking Voices photo series

B. ON SEPARATE DOCUMENT, PLEASE ATTACH ATTENDEE LIST
(PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFO REMOVED)

C. PLEASE INCLUDE UP TO 6 IMAGES IN THIS DOCUMENT TO DEMONSTRATE
STUDENT PARTICIPATION (or attached as a separate document)



California

Unive

INSTRUCTIONALLY
RELATED
ACTIVITIES

C HANNEL



INSTRUCTIONALLY
RELATED
ACTIVITIES

California State CHANNEIL
University IS L A NDS




Californig

Unive

INSTRUCTIONALLY
RELATED
ACTIVITIES

C H A NNEL




California

Unive

INSTRUCTIONALLY
RELATED
ACTIVITIES

C H A NNEL




e it

e b DI I T .
i~ ’ T ?;"\ERQ ( § \y o (:M:‘ ‘i LT “
Y J&T . - -

\bf ’ t A K: ,ﬁ?,., r P : )
O - AN »° I . % ‘ &a~§ Yook 2 f‘-\‘u,‘»’ L
- /‘h { ol }f“\ ‘?Q‘& ﬂw i v \L*J’x et . i ot v
A nk C Y .
U ATY Y ‘%l;'}@

Tpe 1000CE
b L

™ h LA ‘*G /-
‘5 b 9:\_/ ) (J\ st s o (g'{“z
alidieshoa T o

’Q T Y }) E’v’
WXC\{\ o PNV




Pepricrioks.!
s was # IOLY T Meph BaErn) BEFAL
177 REmDpT WME 0OF How LTTLE e AT JocreETY

7#vE  Woveld rorgpAbl) 1M THE Crte Rigrers
T,

TUE  DLpcK ¢ WH!
Aul ELFFrcT 1CE QMU

o PuomS ANB Vbro  CESE
rldpsr— 70 THE Lls MIELV Eres



Langaia Padbied M% Ll
Mw H o /v

\M\ atred @w hating These unbold fﬁm

—-Mm Co \MMOR - 0Y"\ 01('-{4"4, oo Al
Compavh lo o{V\«LJ Y rca JMW» Vodiorr 4o thc

W\ l9 how Q08I
W\:)s ¢ Wzo e mmngﬂu/ﬂ Shured W/;'\b/

nW\’\l/Ul'g 5  with e

- Ty arddke olzwwws\ e ,ﬁr
md the yo#wq »ﬁ e\ dves l’ arm
& wun' a#/gfc)/ém‘%

. Mﬂu# [{ow\c& 4’9w$ 7%( F,'},chSQ o

oY L 1/1\9
MW%/ a;gm awlz[ YUt 7 omc[ afenfion

is&%:z'/,? 3? M:gf'ﬁ nkwﬁlcﬁ 97444{/ W/f%ﬁw%n
¢+ The ollot ot Hv’mf AS s [thdes
. MA_@ ‘lb f/ho MM;SM /ﬁ(c ;}/ ¢ e
. NG o
%tﬁmg fcﬁ‘f %0{%/' Mjﬁ%ei %Jm@éﬁé
M% Ses m‘ﬁ <le &/Wf/ kcg%
%0{/\9& ; e Foar

% W o} r g 1 /auW hi
’“““P@Ms iﬁi A@{Z\@@{E&Z\iﬁé@&ﬁ&@i{g@ Lg otons (XJLP {



L
RSN
E%\@’A 'CéS zl/a [/mL oM

What T Jearned “Fionn Nearlna these Oabold Stefes was
rzsan?‘* histclea/

how +o SkPhe @ ba’ﬂﬂCc °n Now 4o
47") 4o Fhe_

Jlaofts & events nhm s huwn ¢
fpfﬂMC—M}?(’h- I PAC—QL &*‘ }’Mz\aé c o 7‘_5‘ 7Lo
c(‘Sonp, U/thM foar w° H//)

@ h°540r that L s
tedd Fhele Sloct ej wihat-really Stvch /”’\"’Lc

a
S 'H’)c/ Collecton qu }’10/‘0 fa h5 f/kcse ?‘eﬂé SISV
Wrhfaons fold- SJm. s sc /ﬁp\an\: bt
'H"PW h  Hes SibfectS oo :> a l/ewk(‘ o ThS fresentals,
{}@J/ elect oﬁ dMcens acares & aecllons

vte &uerfu}/ /5 aﬂ’/ers, OP Sense s 7th7L‘
’V\Of’}“/h Jké/ ovedall Messeqes d[/‘)"ﬁa e ot the j)'
Do all  °+ Was a -ﬁ‘) elocat’ o/‘)al g MeNral)) ex me,i
* b hn./t_/

et T N Jo have e deasite of Levlshén
ZC—PO (’,em: /ﬂ?ﬂ?Lj cther Hha T Uodloz ;\ﬁ(«/ f(&ﬁc(‘e@g jfo

Nave_ thenr 6{)’\)5?@// N the. CQlass.






=

3‘7[/’1'/(1'/;, Vocces é%/ua//p/u

L¢ cas wa//; 741;(%49’/)) fo brar @bt Fe %{Q/)
Choices  Foat W LI”//{A{/ Geond (o seces Sirks
e cration o a 0462('44’/»6;},, Choes Los %r(; vocad
| "M‘é;/f do rzate ﬁ P 7}&2& eotioal ('nﬂ/édé

| enis Willans  pgriper e Hagld Hof ot into ri
}94/1 %f/‘?ﬁmw o /I"V"hf("‘f y Mg b ke z ,7«/1'(/6
5«5@5 2n /ﬂm n_ 4G /mq;g,

:ng ‘{d(”?« thet Kalls o 1 ’ay 4 %/vf/ o4 ég';»/);/,;/ffe
5/‘4% o“IM .6/‘%/—-—'- w on # /agé fé)/ /C’ ;/’éé// yOB/ o
;‘6'40(0/4/6’:"{&; “7‘/”)‘(9' o — —re Ler L-—wa‘f)' I’?’a//)/

| reorianlr! ~g /(4«5/49&4 o 4 Fral Iym/’eev‘.

; Tl Adsion Gbind a-s(;z;, [t~ recreadion o6 Je fifs /?4 hg.
4;/-4475&; do el an croflung! 4oe and 4, 55’,“‘4’4—//}
E(Mfidwg/ 20 %451 47/0/4/{} am’/ (e—eracdarvad n Pcument-geios
D ride @ fxr(lgfr'on Lor ik fuls  are %""", rexlly ”""/"”2/"""
e G hpm  mach Floy o 44 oo hdo een o Lew seconds of
5:(@«#944/ boottec /f/wt/f: @ /4*/ At s ol
lm,ml\&f/




Ficst of ol , Ttk this tye of ensosement is
lery  importar¥ for studends, Schol Sheold et gust ke
coming to Class enerydey s ligtenny fo et whie
You loke notes, Afl%f for W&, 1wt Clogg to

e some diversity  Huwovgheut the  gemester  vharc we
nre exfosed to differot megumd of  leearnity, Ths
Kgom Vdeo thed we did B A e fect  example of
ut vhere W& wae oble fo gl Lt Seme
Kiowlgab € 0¥t il leart chovt L infolte ficee

of lisory oF twe Same time. Or fof of et , the
wt W were eposel o wos Very wispi gy s aso
el W uWith oo froect very well. T weuld Suggect
thoy Were T RA Fodisr ¢chould be used to get
arhits ) outsde Cchalows | wnters , etV iend (feoKess | efc

;{MO our  Clegsiooms,




(

Stking VOIS Eguation
T dpdunty o e fom Dartus wilidms
! 0l U Vel wilg e, | vt

S0 ameged atihe vor AW done o
Vnowr and nev@al SN0 atleut I
mphis San(taflon wori0r’s ikl (in
1960 ™Y e dble T fell a stony

et od v evn fully 1oid - bepil

ANl o ol had cared @ndugh 1o
Aontaiy ieruew tisc whe hadl bedr)
‘enfm fntlined of He (8. Warf
HM W W fom il UYL
MS hene iy deflin Saiof ot a)
0 Wi wvian, i En@w She coud pst
Ghally ad mumﬁolj gl m\mr\? of
ol N wfovt SEVing. ol bwin bidS
JoSpeefivls. TS (& why e wal <o



(

deteringk 0 PV 4 gac vl
N Ow\mm\ oy 0 Wno el

L st Lramseives. | 1earned fhat

S s a vay cytiat] piad of
QWaTLNsSs for o neatraey QUWZ
mavgindlzZdd geple . we

FROW when 10 §tep fa 2 ol

R RORLL Hell IV Qwn ororfes,
oM hew porspeetves, with ALY

OWN wivd S, Lam v inkenesiud

as o hiswr] oy, o fearn vt
A0ur Vi dog aM (Fﬂ()@gd?}l// aMg/

wow  that-can e used o ]

Wil patvafied | yhnle Ty aas a

oo™ waY 1) brng goifle e e

cla S voon) \J'\\/Wall\j, GO0\ WA
e de\ G W D o-\4 Vabld (NgpYience .




Rellestymn: L Found P cilbecenes i perspeetnies Voctimen
Mo predvee o YNy gvm}:omp)/cr X2 e &X%NMMO hdpiuf,
T s ool Yo wetvstond lhov %o crende o Pl Fiead
Lood %\@\LM% ‘o Ly ovuhonct. on G W«@V‘Ml/@ oA
Cotohive Load. The ﬁ}(ﬁ oﬁ‘ﬁ/\@\/\/ﬁh s sod Liwled

W 4D pemncan UE)}\OW\% N X Qxij\/\ci\( Oxﬁaw\&
Y ustree ol 0 pevessions T+ beoms e b
Vovs Oneh godh pespue coe +mlcm32€\/{ R

bééjf WW AN I 'H/\é% ‘/WW UJ\M\% N
‘WSA(NAAMMXMG\W ‘\qu@mvvw
Thugc Speekez, nok ol Optned o Q\fvfjr
d\w/\\ogu\,@ CoxWian N et \=0)1% Q\\/\J
Jane Keed ke O\KMJ('\LG Wleenced \/VVLO
W allowmpy we Yo O&M CA %LG

ek et pla ek





