Instructional Related Activities

Report Form
	Sponsor
	Department

	Steven Marsh

	Performing Arts



	Activity Title
	Date (s) of activity

	Jazz in America – Cynthia Felton/Sandy Stein concert

	11/06/2013


	Please Explain (1) description of activity; (2) how did the activity relate to a course(s); and (3) what you learned from the process.

1.) This was a concert/demonstration for my Jazz in America class (PAMU 330).  This concert featured Dr. Cynthia Felton (vocals) and Mr. Sandy Stein (piano).  Our guest artists performed a range of jazz music compostions.  They taught the students about the background of each song, and they demonstrated and taught specific musical techniques that performers employ to deal with this music.  
2.) This event tied in directly with much of the course content that I have been teaching my PAMU 330 class all semester.  It was a treat for the students to see and hear a real jazz “scat” singer in person.  They all loved that!   We also had student from the CI “University Orchestra” attending this concert, and all the presentation material also applied directly to the music that they are learning how to play in class.  We also had other CI students from the Music Appreciation class, and the Music Fundamentals class.  Student feedback always indicates that they learn a lot when they can see the musical concepts they are studying being put into use in a real world performance scenario.  Cynthia also taught a voice lesson to the vocalist in our CI University Orchestra, and Mr. Stein gave a piano lesson to the pianist in the University Orchestra.
3.  I was reminded of what I already knew, namely that students relate more to vocalists as compared to the more abstract realm of all-instrumental art music.  It was also valuable to see how the students responded to Dr. Felton’s exercises to involve the audience.  These included having the audience snap their fingers, do some simple call and response vocals, and she even prompted some CI students to try some scat singing.  These activities went over VERY WELL with the students!
**Please attach assessment forms from students, list of attendees, peoplesoft program report




E-mail to the Dean’s Office 

30 days after activity

STUDENT COMMENTS from JAZZ IN AMERICA Class, PAMU 330, regarding the IRA Concert of 11/6/2013.   IRA Proposal # 569.
Jazz music can bring energy to a room at any time of the day.  I really enjoyed the concert and the variety of songs performed showing the different skill sets needed to play the individual songs.  The vocalist was very talented and knowledgeable of every song preformed and was eager to share the information with the audience.   

________________________________________________________________________


Dr. Cynthia Felton, Sandy Stein, and Steven Marsh played a total of seven songs from different eras of jazz history, and all showcasing very different techniques.  The vocalist did this with her scat singing skills and with her use of vibrato. The pianist was able to add his own melodic twist within each solo, while still remaining as the time keeper for the group. By doing all of these different techniques each musician helped to give the students in the audience an example of individual style and musical color. ____________________________________________________________________


“Moanin’” by Art Blakey was a hard bop song and had a gospel touch to it. Cynthia grabbed several people from the audience and had them be the choir behind her. She did a call and response with the choir and this song also had unique tempos, which changed throughout. She had the choir along with herself scat sing. I really enjoyed this song and the audience even ended up participating. All in all, this concert was amazing. I absolutely loved Cynthia’s voice and spirit. Cynthia was truly a joy to watch. Sandy was so nice and very knowledgeable of the questions the audience was asking. He knew the piano inside and out. I would have liked to see a bigger band. I had so much fun watching this concert.  It was definitely my favorite IRA event.

________________________________________________________________________


The trio played Duke Ellington’s composition, It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got That Swing). In this song, Cynthia Felton performed some scat singing and as the song progressed, she reached out to the audience for their interaction on the “doo-ah” parts.


The next song was a ballad, “My Funny Valentine”.  It was nice to hear the drastic change that Dr. Felton was able to execute with her voice, going from something fast and upbeat, to something that was slow and soft. 


For the jazz song “Moanin',” Dr. Felton brought up four vocalists from the audience to do the “yes lord” parts of the song. Again, Felton added some scat singing to the mix, even making the vocalists from the audience attempt to scat sing; which was interesting and exciting to watch.


This concert was exciting, mostly because Felton was interacting with the audience, and the energy was at a high level.

________________________________________________________________________


I have never seen a professional scat singer before, and it was a pleasure to hear Dr. Felton scat sing in a few different songs.  I thought that Dr. Felton and Mr. Stein chose the perfect songs to sing for the class.  The student choir that was brought to the stage for “Moanin” seemed a little intimidated; however Dr. Felton kept on dancing with them and trying to get them to scat sing. She wasn’t afraid to break the barrier between performer and audience.  Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed this morning concert.

________________________________________________________________________

The objective of nearly all instruments, especially horns, is to sound as close to the human voice as possible. After seeing Cynthia’s control and creativity of her voice, I could definitely see the truth of this.

_______________________________________________________________________

Overall, the trio’s performance was an enjoyable event! With different Jazz styles ranging from Swing, to Hard Bop, to romantic ballads, Cynthia demonstrated the various abilities and creativity one can have vocally. I particularly enjoyed the excitement and interaction of the Hard Bop styles. With the Gospel influences, I often found myself putting my notes down to snap, clap or sing. Once again, this was a great opportunity for our class to experience the different techniques learned in class and enjoy the unique talents of professional Jazz Musicians.

________________________________________________________________________

From the minute Cynthia Felton was introduced onto the stage, not only did she have excellent stage presence, but also she captivated her audience in such a unique way. This formulated a feeling as if each individual present at the recital were participating in a celebration of some sort, subsequently forgetting the fact that it was a nine a.m. concert recital.

____________________________________________________________________
…then Dr. Felton asked me to improvise and scat during the instrumental break. This had to be one of the most difficult things I have personally done as a vocalist. It was an extraordinary learning experience and very fun as well. This concert was educational for me in the sense that it showed how important it is to make connections with your audience while you perform. I have concluded from watching this concert, that connecting with the audience can truly make or break your performance. This was hands down one of my favorite IRA visitors.

____________________________________________________________________
Next, the Dizzy Gillespie classic, A Night in Tunisia was performed. This song featured a vocal solo for Cynthia. She was phenomenal at this point because her scat singing seemed to flow so well. Most of her scat singing in the solo was done in a higher register, however at some points she dove down to a lower tone. At one point in the song it seemed like Professor Marsh and Cynthia were doing some call-and-response with each other. Cynthia would sing some notes, and Professor Marsh would play them back to her on his saxophone. I really enjoyed that because it shows a connection amongst the musicians, which always makes a concert more enjoyable.


At the end of the song Professor Marsh and Sandy made eye contact and nodded to time the final notes. I love great communication between band members.


This concert was a great experience. Although there was not a drummer or bassist, I feel the trio did a good job making up for the lack of instruments. Cynthia has such a wonderful voice and a real knack for getting the audience involved! I truly enjoyed attending this show and would gladly attend another one just to enjoy the passion that each musician showed for his or her instruments and music.

______________________________________________________________________

On November 6, I attended a CI jazz concert featuring Cynthia Felton and Sandy Stein. Cynthia, the jazz singer, and Sandy the pianist, performed seven songs together. Professor Marsh assisted in several of the tracks, contributing accompaniment and his own saxophone solos. The musical performance from that day was able to successfully distract me from the sickness and sluggishness I felt for the past few weeks.  Cynthia Felton and Sandy Stein’s performance was inspirational and entertaining.  Both artists encouraged the audience to participate by snapping and singing. By doing this, it showed me that they truly wanted to make the point to involve the audience and make the experience personal and memorable. 

Cynthia, Sandy and Steven ultimately lifted my spirits and truly “made my day.” 

________________________________________________________________________


The final number, and my favorite of the whole concert, was Dr. Felton’s interpretation of Etta James’ “At Last.” I was absolutely blown away by this piece. This particular song was so well done that it gave me chills.          

Overall, I feel that this concert was an excellent experience that brought to light for me the importance and the possibilities of a vocalist in a jazz group. Before this concert I had not considered voice to be an influential instrument to be used in a jazz group, but amazingly Dr. Felton proved otherwise. I had a great time at this concert and look forward to hearing some of her music in the future. 

I would like to again express my thanks to the IRA committee for giving us students the opportunity to enjoy this wonderful concert. Without the opportunity to enjoy live performances of this type of music we cannot truly learn and connect with its cultural and historical impact. It is crucial that we look beyond recordings and see musical elements like improvisation happening in real time.

______________________________________________________________________


This show demonstrated how jazz can put you in a mood of high excitement, and then into a mood of relaxation. Overall the jazz concert was excellent. I felt that Cynthia had charisma and a great audience connection. She was very in tune with the musicians she was working with. She also made sure to acknowledge the other musicians.  Sandy was great at the piano from what I could hear.  He seemed a little more reserved and quiet, but Cynthia made sure to shine some light on him.

________________________________________________________________________

Qualtrics Report on next page.

3. Event Nam e
	T e xt Re spo nse

	J az z vo cal co ncert

	J az z s inger

	J az z Vo cal Co ncert

	J az z Vo cal Co ncert

	J az z Vo cal Co ncert

	in- clas s jaz z co ncert featuring Cynthia Felto n and Sandy Stein

	Cynthia Felto n, Sandy Stein

	J AZZ VOCAL CONCERT

	Cynthia Felto n and Sandy Stein J az z Co ncert

	in clas s co ncert

	In- Clas s J az z Co ncert

	In- Clas s Co ncert featruing Cynthia Felto n & Sandy Stein

	Cynthia Felto n


	S t at ist ic
	Value

	To tal Res po ns es
	13


4. Event Date
	T e xt Re spo nse

	11/0 6 /20 13

	11/0 6

	No v. 6 , 20 13

	No v. 6 20 13

	No v. 6 , 20 13

	11/7/13

	11/6 /13

	11/6 /20 13

	No vem ber 6 , 20 13

	m o nday 8 th no vem ber 20 13

	No vem ber 6 , 20 13

	11/0 6 /20 13

	11/6 /13


	S t at ist ic
	Value

	To tal Res po ns es
	13


5. Ho w did yo ur hear abo ut this activity?
	#
	Answe r
	Bar
	Re spo nse
	%

	1
	Ins tructo r
	
	9
	6 9 %

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Wo rd o f m o uth
	
	0
	0 %

	3
	Facebo o k anno uncem ent o r po s ting
	
	0
	0 %

	4
	cs uci.edu webs ite
	
	0
	0 %

	5
	Flyer/ Po s ter
	
	4
	31%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	6
	CI news letter o r publicatio n- if s o , which o ne?
	
	0
	0 %

	
	To tal
	
	13
	


CI ne wsle t t e r o r publicat io n- if so , which o ne ?
	S t at ist ic
	Value

	Min Value
	1

	Max Value
	5

	Mean
	2.23

	Variance
	3.6 9

	Standard Deviatio n
	1.9 2

	To tal Res po ns es
	13


6. Rate yo ur o verall s atis factio n with this activity- 1 being lo wes t, and 10 being the highes t s co re.
	#
	Answe r
	Bar
	Re spo nse
	%

	1
	1
	
	0
	0 %

	2
	2
	
	0
	0 %

	3
	3
	
	0
	0 %

	4
	4
	
	0
	0 %

	5
	5
	
	0
	0 %

	6
	6
	
	0
	0 %

	7
	7
	
	0
	0 %

	8
	8
	
	0
	0 %

	9
	9
	
	0
	0 %

	10
	10
	
	13
	10 0 %

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	To tal
	
	13
	


	S t at ist ic
	Value

	Min Value
	10

	Max Value
	10

	Mean
	10 .0 0

	Variance
	0 .0 0

	Standard Deviatio n
	0 .0 0

	To tal Res po ns es
	13


7. What do yo u co ns ider the po s itives / s trengths o f this activity?
	T e xt Re spo nse

	The audience participatio n was excellent.

	Hearing a pro fes s io nal s inger

	Very Pro fes s io nal s taged. Go o d So und. Audience Participatio n

	Well Pres ented, Audience participatio n, Welco m ing enviro nm ent

	Everything abo ut this activity was po s itive. Co m ing fro m a s pectato r that is no t invo lved in any m us ic appreciatio n co urs es , I no ticed that the audience was actively participating in the co ncert- - as king ques tio ns , acco m panying the s inger as backgro und s ingers . I believe that the activity brings a deeper co m prehens io n to the s tudents who are invo lved in m us ic appreciatio n clas s es . I attend the m us ic activities becaus e it de- s tres s es m e after m y m o rning s cience clas s es and labs . Sitting and lis tening to   s o m eo ne s ing and s hare their lo ve o f m us ic brings a fres h s tart to m y day. It als o allo ws m e to appreciate the divers ity s een to day. I lo ve learning abo ut o ther cultures and m us ic plays a big ro le in that.

	It is a vis ual interpretatio n o f what we learn

	gives us a chance to experience live jaz z and as k ques tio ns to the pro fes s io nals

	THE PERFORMERS WERE VERY TALENTED AND PERFORMED A GOOD SELECTION OF J AZZ MUSIC

	The who le co ncert gave o ff a lo t o f energy and everyo ne participated.

	it was a great o ppo rtunity to get to hear a J az z vo calis t

	This was an excellent event.

	The po s itive s trengths is that yo u get to s ee the co ntent o f the bo o k co m e alive, rather then reading and having to vis ualiz e. Mus ic is hard to vis ualiz e es pecially if yo u are no t fam iliar with it.

	It helped m ake jaz z m o re real


	S t at ist ic
	Value

	To tal Res po ns es
	13


8. What were the weaknes s es o f this activity?
	T e xt Re spo nse

	The tim e.

	Sadly there was n't eno ugh funding fo r a full band s o we didn't get to experience the full s o und o f what wo uld no rm ally be heard

	No ne No ted

	No ne

	No ne.

	no thing

	there was n't a bas s o r drum s player

	I do n't think there was eno ugh publicity fo r the event. I had tro uble finding info rm atio n abo ut it o n CSUCI's webs ite

	No ne.

	z ero

	No thing.

	The weaknes s es o f this activity wo uld have to be the am o unt o f peo ple invo lved in the co ncert. I wo uld have liked to s ee m o re m us icians than jus t three the who le ho ur.

	I think that it was to o early in the m o rning to go s ee a co ncert


	S t at ist ic
	Value

	To tal Res po ns es
	13


9. Sugges tio ns o r co m m ents fo r future activities ?
	T e xt Re spo nse

	No ne

	I lo ve them and I learn s o m uch fro m them

	Pleas e anno unce the co ncerts m o re. I was late to the activity becaus e I had fo rgo tten the date. I had been lo o king fo rward to the date fo r two weeks and I alm o s t m is s ed it becaus e o f lack o f expo s ure to the event.

	jus t keep do ing them !

	include m o re m us icians to ro und o ut the experience

	Keep funding thes e co ncerts .

	perhaps different tim e fo r co ncert

	Mo re m us icians .

	N/A

	Maybe m ake it at a different tim e


	S t at ist ic
	Value

	To tal Res po ns es
	10


10. Any o ther co m m ents ?
	T e xt Re spo nse

	No pe

	I happened to no tice this event o n a po s ter. Is there a webs ite available to check o ut thes e types o f activities ? Better yet can I get o n a m ailing lis t. cds m ithm d@yaho o .co m

	

	A great experience that wo uld be m o re po pular if it were anno unced in o ther places o ther than the bulletin bo ards . I no tice that s tudents , a lo t o f the tim e, do no t take the tim e to lo o k at the bo ard.

	I appreciated the o ppo rtunity to attend this co ncert. It is great that o ur CI faculty have o ppo rtunities to perfo rm fo r s tudents and the co m m unity.

	See abo ve.

	N/A

	no


	S t at ist ic
	Value

	To tal Res po ns es
	8


11. Which co urs e(s ) that yo u are currently taking did this activity relate to ?
	T e xt Re spo nse

	Mus ic fundam entals

	Private vo ice les s o ns

	No ne I o wn a ho m e in Univers ity Glen

	am erican his to ry

	No ne

	PAMU 330 : J az z in Am erica

	PAMU 330

	I AM A COMMUNITY MEMBER, NOT A STUDENT

	PAMU 330 : J az z in Am erica

	jaz z in am erica

	J az z in Am erica

	Pam u 330 : J az z in Am erica

	J az z in Am erica


	S t at ist ic
	Value

	To tal Res po ns es
	13


12. Ho w did this activity relate to the co ntent and/o r learning o utco m es o f the co urs es that yo u are taking?
	T e xt Re spo nse

	I s ing and lo ve to belt s o this was appro priate fo r m e.

	She s po ke abo ut her life in m us ic and abo ut ho w lo ng s he had been do ing it and what it takes

	It was great fun and m ade m e happy.

	bro adened m y unders tanding o f s ignificant influences o n s o ciety o f the 19 40 s and 50 s

	N/A

	It helps clarify the co ncepts we are learning in clas s

	it s ho wcas ed the jaz z co ncepts , them es , and s o unds we are s tudying in the clas s

	I AM A COMUNITY MEMBER NOT A STUDENT

	It dem o ns trated the trans cendency o f jaz z in to day's day and age while als o s ho wcas ing real life m us icians who practice what we learn o n a daily bas is .

	it dem o ns trated different eras o f the his to ry o f jaz z in Am erica

	It was a co ncert with all jaz z s o ngs .

	This related to the co ntent o f the co urs e that I am taking becaus e it gave us a hands o n lis tening and vis ual o f the m us ic that is des cribed in the textbo o k. No t o nly were we able to hear the m us ic but identify the ins trum ents . We are als o able to s ee ho w jaz z m us icians co m m unicate with each o ther as als o des cribed in the bo o k.

	I think it helped a lo t. I really enjo y getting o ut o f the clas s ro o m and experiencing what we're learning in its true fo rm .


	S t at ist ic
	Value

	To tal Res po ns es
	13


