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Brief Activity The purpose of this activity is to establish mist-netting sites around the Santa Rosa Island Research Station
Description (SRIRS) for long-term monitoring of migratory songbirds. This trip will allow students to identify birds in a
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variety of habitats and get hands-on training in capturing birds, which is a practical skill for field work in
ornithology. This experience will also allow students to engage in service learning since this project involves
collaboration with the National Park Service. By contributing critical demographic information on songbirds,
the data we collect via mist-netting will complement the park’s long-term dataset on landbirds established via
point counts. Ultimately, our data can be used for tracking the status and distribution of birds in response to
environmental changes (such as habitat restoration after the recent removal of ungulates).

The proposed funding is for eight students and one instructor. This is a weekend trip and we will stay at
SRIRS for two nights during spring migration. All nets, poles, and wires used for capturing birds are
temporary and will be removed prior to our departure. However, once the mist-netting locations are initially
set up on this trip (e.g. sites identified and debris cleared), new groups should be able to participate in mist-
netting activities during future semesters with minimal set up.

This activity will allow students to apply the principles of island biogeography learned in their biology courses.
They will become acquainted with the birds of Santa Rosa Island, where there are many island endemics as
well as species that also occur on the mainland. Students will be identifying these birds by sight and sound,
and they will learn how to determine the species, age and sex of birds when seen up close in the hand.
Students will experience how field biologists conduct research by engaging in the following activities:
selecting sites for mist-netting, marking birds with leg bands, and measuring and recording morphological
data.

Prior to the trip, each student will select an island endemic subspecies from a list of those most likely to be
encountered. The students will each write a short subspecies account and generate a presentation to teach
one another about that species while at SRIRS. The activity will culminate with each student identifying a
conservation issue they learned about while on the trip, and proposing a research idea or potential solution
for tackling the problem. While in the field, they will also be evaluated on their effort and contribution to the
project.
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There are currently no other sources of funding.

Students will be recruited from Biol 494 and Biol 490, which will be covering topics related to island
biogeography, island endemics, and conservation.

Established mist-netting sites around the SRIRS (which is an outdoor laboratory and an extension of our
campus) can be re-visited and re-sampled during future semesters with new groups; this will enable us to
continue training biology students in these field methods. Student participants will be trained to identify
potential mist-netting sites on and around campus in Camarillo.

Students engaged in this activity will have studied and/or addressed conservation issues associated with
island ecosystems as well as the environmental challenges faced by birds as they migrate.
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