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Poetry, Science, Spirit
A reading by María Meléndez and Paul Willis
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Paul Willis has taught at Westmont College since 1988. He has published 

numerous poems in journals such as Poetry, Ascent, Askew, Wilderness, and 

Christian Century. His most recent chapbooks are Poison Oak (Mille Grazie 

Press, 1999), The Deep and Secret Color of Ice (Small Poetry Press, 2003), and 

How To Get There (Finishing Line Press, 2004). With David Starkey, he has ed-

ited In a Fine Frenzy: Poets Respond to Shakespeare (University of Iowa Press, 

2005). Paul has also published two eco-fantasy novels, No Clock in the Forest 

and The Stolen River, with Avon Books (1993). Much of Paul’s writing has to 

do with the outdoors, and he is currently working on a series of poems based 

on the life of the Scottish botanist after whom the Douglas fir is named.

María Meléndez serves as Associate Editor for Momotombo Press and 

as co-coordinator for Poetas y Pintores: Artists Conversing with Verse, a 

traveling exhibition of contemporary Latino art and poetry. Her collection 

of poetry, How Long She’ll Last in This World, was published in 2006 by the Uni-

versity of Arizona Press. She has worked as writer-in-residence at the Davis 

Arboretum in California, where she taught environmental poetry workshops 

for the public, and as assistant professor of English at Saint Mary’s College 

in Indiana, where she taught courses in eco-feminist poetry and multi-eth-

nic literature. Her poetry, fiction and essays have appeared in such magazines 

as International Quarterly, Altar, Orion Afield and Ecological Restoration. 

She currently lives in northern Utah.


