COMMITTEES

CHAIR: VETERANS AFFAIRS
AGRICULTURE

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS

HIGHER EDUCATION

PRIVACY AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

STATE CAPITOL
PO. BOX 942849
SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0044
(916) 319-2044
FAX (916) 319-2144

DISTRICT OFFICE
2301 EAST DAILY DRIVE, SUITE 200

Aszsembly
Qalifornia Legislature

JACQUI IRWIN

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FORTY-FOURTH DISTRICT

April 1, 2019

Assembly Budget Chair Phil Ting
State Capitol, Room 6026
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Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Pilot Program for Early Childhood Education through Community

Dear Assemblymembers Ting and McCarty:

[ respectfully request your support in providing a one-time $5 million bug
infrastructure and site development of a child care center at CSU Chan
Currently, an estimated 12,000 preschool age children in Ventura Cou
participate in preschool due to lack of available space, cost, and prograr
offers the only Bachelor's degree in Early Childhood in Ventura Cou
laboratory space needed to provide hands-on workforce training for student

A diverse group of local stakeholders including regional agricultural
organizations, local governments, CSU Channel Islands, private foundation
in Ventura County have been exploring solutions to this challenge. TI
leverage both public and private investment to establish a pilot program at
that will marry the preparation of early childhood teachers with comm
addition, there is a strong potential for federal funding for this project, g
Hispanic-serving institution.

With the Governor’s Budget proposal to invest $500 million of one-time G
build our state’s child care infrastructure and child care workforce, 1 pr
program through a center at CSUCI. The center would serve as a teachin
CSUCT students and faculty, a policy institute to provide opportunities for
aimed at addressing the systemic challenges to equitable access to early chi
a childcare facility to support the needs of the region’s families. |
Ventura County and CSUCI are uniquely positioned to support
Approximately 36,000 farmworkers support Ventura County’s agricultu
community needs assessment found affordable and accessible child car
critical need among regional farmworkers. This need is increasing a
farmworkers migrate less, but eligibility for child care and prescho
dependent on migrant status. Community partners envision this center se
assist with the distinct child care needs of this population. In addition
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eliminate the equity gap in student achievement, attention to child care acc
will be essential. Research shows campus child care contributes to greater

essibility for students
access, retention and

graduation, particularly for female students and students of color in higher education. At CSUCI,
64% of students are female and 53% come from historically underrepresented populations,
making the presence of a child care facility on campus even more important. This center would
not only be available to students with children, but it would also create a pipeline for the

development of early child care educators for the entire region.

The proposed center will serve as a pilot that can provide a framework for

ther universities and

regions throughout the State. This modest investment will enable the Legislature to establish a
new method for childcare workforce development, a center for academic research to inform
future policy on the topic, and a stronger childcare infrastructure for the many families in the

region that would benefit from much needed childcare slots.

Thank you for your consideration.
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