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Executive Summary

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This document was available for public review from December 23, 2008, through February 6,
2009. During this time, written comments were forwarded to the Lead Agency local
representative indicated below. The Draft EIR and supporting documents were also available
for review on the internet at: http://www.csuci.edu/opc/planningdesignconstruction.htm.,
while printed copies were available at the John Spoor Broome Library, the Camarillo Library,
and the Oxnard Public Library. During the public review period, seven written comment letters
were received on the Draft SEIR. Those comment letters and responses to the comment letters
are contained in Section 8.0 Addenda and Errata/Comments and Responses. The Final SEIR for
the 2009 Facilities Project presents modifications to the Draft SEIR text as a result of further
informational clarifications.
This section summarizes the characteristics of the proposed project, as well as the project’s
environmental impacts and recommended mitigation measures.

PROJECT SYNOPSIS
Project Sponsor and Lead Agency
The Trustees of the California State University
400 Golden Shore
Long Beach, California 90802-4275
Locally represented by:
Alan Paul, Associate Architect
Operations, Planning and Construction
California State University Channel Islands
One University Drive
Arroyo Hall
Camarillo, California 93012

Project Description
For CEQA analysis purposes, the project consists of details and modifications to planned
improvements, modifications to existing mitigation measures, and a potential future open space
conveyance to the CSUCI campus. The master plan area and the recent 153-acre acquisition area
(”New Access Road Area”) are shown on Figures 2-3a. Improvements in these areas were
previously envisioned under the 2004 Campus Master Plan and earlier plans. The current
designs are more detailed than those analyzed previously, and additional background studies
have been conducted. In addition, the County of Ventura is seeking to convey Camarillo
Regional Park to the CSUCI (“Open Space Conveyance Area”), as illustrated in Figure 2-3b. The
proposed project encompasses the following primary tasks.

California State University, Channel Islands
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1. Proposed design details for the roadway access, accompanying bridges and parking,
including the following specific potential facility features in the New Access Road Area:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Installation of a sanitary sewer line crossing Long Grade Canyon Creek
Elevated road and parking light fixtures
Decrease in tree coverage in parking lots (“orchard style plantings”)
Lighted site monument sign and message board
Change in flood protection for the access road from 100 year to 25 year
Burial of SCE and Verizon lines in association with grading of the New Access Roadway
Area
Cultural resource mitigation
Substitution of bike lanes on the roadway for separated Class I bike path

2. Final flood control levee design; including:
x

Lighted bike paths on the new and old levees

3. Modification of mitigation conditions from prior Certified EIRs to enable structures and
lighting supportive of athletic facilities within the 153-acre site and elsewhere on the
campus; including:
x
x
x
x

Addition of sports field lighting to facilitate use of the fields after dark by the students and the
community
Potential installation of bleachers at some fields
Potential installation of washroom and locker facilities in conjunction with the sports fields
Addition of sport field lights near Potrero Road

4. Acceptance of the potential future conveyance from the County of Ventura of about 370
acres (Camarillo Regional Park) adjacent to the north side of the existing campus
property for a multi-use regional education and recreation area, consistent with the
previous intended use of the area; and
5. Upgrade of an electrical power substation near the existing cogeneration facility as
necessary to handle the campus’ increasing electrical demand.
These changes comprise the focus of analysis of this 2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR.

ALTERNATIVES
The analysis in this SEIR concludes that no unavoidably significant impacts would occur from
implementation of the proposed project. As such, alternatives were chosen that could
potentially reduce certain impacts further. The EIR considered three alternatives to the
proposed project: (1) No Project (2004 Master Plan would continue to apply); (2) No open space
conveyance would be accepted from the County of Ventura (370-acre parcel); and (3) Structured
parking would be developed rather than surface parking. Each of the alternatives has specific
issue areas that are environmentally superior to the proposed project. However, they also
California State University, Channel Islands
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contain increased impacts as compared to the proposed project. Overall, Alternative 1, No
Project, is considered environmentally superior among the three options since it eliminates most
of the impacts. Among the other alternatives, the No Open Space Conveyance alternative is
superior in one area and inferior in another. The Structured Parking alternative is superior in
three areas and inferior in three. Accordingly, the alternatives are equal overall in
environmental impact, and neither the proposed project nor any alternatives would result in
significant unavoidable environmental impacts.

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES
Table ES-1 includes a brief description of the environmental issues relative to the proposed project,
the identified environmental impacts, proposed mitigation measures, and residual impacts.
Impacts are categorized by classes. Class II, potentially significant impacts are significant adverse
impacts that can be feasibly mitigated to less than significant levels and which require findings to
be made under Section 15091 of the CEQA Guidelines. Class III, less than significant impacts may
be adverse, but do not exceed the threshold level and does not require mitigation or findings.
Class IV, beneficial impacts would reduce existing environmental problems or hazards.
No Class I unavoidably significant impacts were identified as part of the project. Therefore, no
statement of overriding considerations pursuant to Section 15093 of the CEQA Guidelines is
required. Mitigation measures from the 1998 FEIR and the 2000 SEIR are included in their entirety
in Appendix E for reference. Mitigation measures that have been modified by deletion or addition
of text are shown in underline and strikethrough format.
Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

AESTHETICS
09-Impact AES-1.
The proposed project would
alter the public viewshed from
County eligible Scenic
Highways and the aesthetic
condition of the planned access
road and surface parking lots
would be altered through
revised mitigation measures
and new design details. The
combined aesthetic effects
would be considered similar to
those proposed in the 2004
Amendment. This is a Class III,
less than significant impact.
09-Impact AES-2.
The proposed project would
create new sources of light and
glare through modifications to
planting standards for new
surface parking lots, installation

None necessary.

Less than significant.

09-AES-2(a) Lighting along the proposed
bike paths shall be of a bollard-style design
and pedestrian in scale, and shall not exceed
a height of fifteen-feet. Fixtures shall be
architecturally compatible with surrounding
development. When streetlights are included

Less than significant.

California State University, Channel Islands
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Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect
of athletic fields lighting at the
Potrero Road fields, an
electrical substation, and
lighting along access roads and
bike paths along the old and
new levees. Additionally,
lighting height standards would
change from 30 feet to 33 feet
in height. This is considered a
Class II, significant but
mitigable impact.

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

to light access points, they shall be at a
pedestrian scale.
09-AES-2(b) Nighttime lighting fixtures shall
utilize induction or other energy efficient light.
09-AES-2(c) Surface materials of the
electrical substation shall not be constructed
of or coated with non-reflective material. If
painted, the color shall be a dark hue with a
matte-finish. Material and color shall be
approved by the CSUCI Campus Architect.
09-AES-2(d) All outdoor lighting shall
implement the following “dark sky friendly”
lighting design specifications by the
International Dark-Sky Association to protect
the nighttime environment from light pollution
including sky glow, glare, light trespass, light
clutter, decreased visibility, and energy
waste.
x
Low glare lighting equipment shall
be incorporated. Area lighting, such
as for parking lots, shall utilize full
cutoff luminaries. Pedestrian and
entry lighting shall utilize full cutoff
luminaries. Pedestrian and entry
lighting shall utilize full cutoff
luminaries or low wattage
luminaries. Façade/architectural
lighting shall be aimed from the top
down or otherwise make certain that
any uplight does not escape the
lines of the building.
x
Landscape and security lighting shall
be fully shielded so that the majority
of light hits the target and is shielded
from normal viewing angles and
does not cause glare.
x
Areas shall not be over-lit. Lighting
levels shall be kept low so as not to
create reflected light that may
contribute to sky glow. Projects
shall target lower lighting levels and
better uniformity for improved safety
and security lighting.
x
Lights shall be turned off when not
needed. Landscape and façade
lighting shall be turned off after
midnight or earlier. Parking lot
luminaries shall also be turned off
after midnight or earlier.
x
Project shall consult a certified
lighting designer prior to design
California State University, Channel Islands
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Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect

09-Impact AES-3.
The proposed facilities include
a potential future Open Space
Conveyance Area of about 370
additional acres adjacent to the
north side of campus. CSUCI
proposes to maintain and
enhance the conveyed land for
public access. Transfer of the
property as proposed for future
uses would not have adverse
aesthetic impacts. This is a
Class III, less than significant
impact.
09-Impact AES-4.
Revisions to Previously
Adopted Mitigation Measures
intended to address previouslyidentified aesthetic impacts
could affect the visual
environment by modifying
parking lot and lighting
standards. These policy
changes are considered Class
III, less than significant impacts.

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

selection regarding design
techniques and dark sky friendly
lighting.
None necessary.

Less than significant.

None necessary. Modifications to these
mitigation measures are part of the proposed
project.

Less than significant.

09-Impact AQ-1 Construction
activities for the proposed
facilities projects would emit
emissions into the atmosphere
with the majority of them
occurring during the grading
phase. However, the APCD has
not developed constructionphase emission thresholds.
Therefore, impacts are
temporary and classified as
Class III, less than significant.

Mitigation measures AQ-1(a) and AQ-1(b)
from the 1998 Campus Master Plan EIR
includes the Ventura County APCD
recommended measures to reduce air quality
impacts related to construction. The
proposed 2009 Facilities Projects would
implement these measures. Appendix E
contains a listing of all of the mitigation
measures from the previous EIRs.

Less than significant.

09-Impact AQ-2 Development
of the proposed facilities are
consistent with the adopted
Campus Master Plans and
would not result in growth of the
established FTES, resulting in
increased operational emissions.
Therefore, operational air quality
impacts are Class III, less than
significant.

None necessary.

Less than significant.

AIR QUALITY

California State University, Channel Islands
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Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
09-Impact BIO-1 Potential
impacts to endangered or
threatened wildlife species or
other special-status wildlife
species due to the reduction of
habitat. Impacts are Class II,
significant but mitigable.

The potential for significant effects associated
with the current actions is dependent on the
location of future, unknown long term
development relative to the location of special
status wildlife habitat. Subsequent biological
field studies are necessary once final plans
have been developed such that an actual trail
design or other recreational resource is
available for assessment and avoidance
measures can be implemented. The
following mitigation measures are proposed
to reduce impacts to endangered and
threatened or otherwise special-status wildlife
species.

Less than significant

09-BIO-1(a) Special-status wildlife species
surveys shall be conducted within the Open
Space Conveyance Area to determine the
presence/absence of any endangered,
threatened, or otherwise sensitive wildlife
species at such time that specific facilities are
proposed. Should the survey results
conclude the presence of endangered or
threatened species, consultation with USFWS
or the CDFG will be required to determine
whether or not an incidental take permit may
be necessary. Also, prior to the
commencement of any subsequent grading
operations or other activities involving
disturbance of natural habitat, a survey would
be conducted to locate special-status wildlife
species within 100 feet of the outer extent of
projected soil disturbance activities and any
special status wildlife species encountered
shall be relocated to suitable habitat outside
of the fenced construction area by a qualified
biologist in accordance with appropriate
permits. A biological monitor will also be
present at the initiation of vegetation clearing
to provide an education program to the
construction operators regarding the efforts
needed to protect special-status wildlife
species. Fencing or flagging would be
installed around the limits of grading prior to
the initiation of vegetation clearing.
09-BIO-1(b) During the winter season prior
to construction activities within riparian habitat
either along Long Grade Canyon Creek or
within the conveyance area, a habitat
assessment shall be performed at the specific
location of proposed impacts to determine the
suitability of the habitat to support least Bell’s
California State University, Channel Islands
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Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

vireo during the breeding season. If the
habitat assessment indicates that suitable
habitat exists to support breeding and nesting
activities by least Bell’s vireo, USFWS
protocol surveys shall be conducted for least
Bell’s vireo prior to any construction activity,
including vegetation clearing, and including a
buffer zone of 300 feet from the proposed
construction area. If federal listed
endangered or threatened wildlife species are
found within any proposed development
areas, CSUCI shall obtain the necessary
signed copies of an incidental take permit and
associated enacting agreements prior to the
initiation of alteration of natural habitats
containing such species.
09-BIO-1(c) Lighting near habitat occupied
by special-status wildlife species shall be
shielded and directed away from that habitat.
Lighting of parking lot areas would be limited
to an intensity only sufficient to provide safe
passage. Any fixed in place sound
amplification equipment shall be shielded
from occupied habitat to reduce effects on
breeding special-status wildlife species. A
qualified biologist will review lighting and
sound plans prior to construction to ensure
that the proposed plans minimize potential
impacts on special-status wildlife species.
Please note that additional mitigation
measures for nighttime lighting are applied
under 09-Impact-AES-2 in Section 4.1
Aesthetics. After successful implementation
of the proposed mitigation measures, the
level of significance for impacts to specialstatus wildlife species potentially onsite,
would be reduced to less than significant.

09-Impact BIO-2
Implementation of the proposed
project could result in the
disturbance or loss of nesting
birds. Impacts are Class II,
significant but mitigable.

After successful implementation of Mitigation
Measure 09-BIO-2(a), the level of significance
for potential impacts to nesting birds would be
reduced to less than significant.
The following mitigation measure revises and
updates Mitigation Measure S-BIO-4 from the
2000 SEIR and is proposed to reduce
impacts to nesting birds.

Less than significant

S-BIO-4 Removal of potential raptor nest
trees should be limited to the time period
between September 1 to January 31.
Alternatively, prior to any trees being
removed during the raptor nesting season, a
survey for active nests shall be conducted by
California State University, Channel Islands
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Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

a qualified biologist at the site two weeks prior
to any scheduled tree removal. If active nests
are located, then all construction work must
be conducted at least 500 feet from the nest
until the young have fledged and are
independent of the adults.

09-Impact BIO-3. Potential
impacts to endangered,
threatened, or rare plant species
or other special-status plant
species. Impacts are Class II,
significant but mitigable.

09-BIO-2 If vegetation clearing (including
tree pruning and removal) or other project
construction is to be initiated during the bird
breeding season (February 1 through August
31), pre-construction/grading surveys shall be
conducted by a qualified ornithologist.
Surveys would begin 30 days prior to initial
disturbance activities and would continue
once per week, with the last survey being
conducted no more than three days prior to
the initiation of clearance/construction work.
If a nesting bird or special-status species is
located, consultation with the local CDFG
representative would occur to determine what
avoidance actions may be taken. If any
active non-raptor bird nests are found, a
suitable buffer area (varying from 25-300 feet)
depending on the particular species found is
established from the nest, and that area is
avoided until the nest becomes inactive
(vacated). If any active raptor bird nests are
found, a suitable buffer area of typically 250500 feet from the nest is established, and that
area is avoided until the nest becomes
inactive (vacated). Limits of construction to
avoid a nest should be established in the field
with flagging and stakes or construction
fencing. Construction personnel should be
instructed on the sensitivity of the area. The
applicant should record the results of the
recommended protective measures described
above to document compliance with
applicable State and federal laws pertaining
to the protection of nesting birds.
The following mitigation measures are
proposed to reduce impacts to special-status
plant species. These mitigation measures
provide for the development of conservation
and restoration measures that would result in
full mitigation for any loss of listed species. It is
at the CDFG’s discretion as to whether or not
the actions that an applicant may propose meet
the criteria listed above such that a finding of
“no jeopardy” can be made.

Less than significant

09-BIO-3(a) Prior to any future construction
activities within native scrub and grassland
habitats, floristic spring surveys for sensitive
California State University, Channel Islands
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Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

plant species shall be performed during the
blooming period, when species known and
potentially onsite are observable and can be
identified to species. The supplemental
focused rare plant surveys shall follow survey
guidelines as developed by CDFG and CNPS,
including: 1) the site shall be traversed on foot
by walking meandering transects to ensure
thorough coverage of the area; 2) surveys shall
be spaced throughout the spring and summer
growing season to document the site’s flora;
and 3) surveys shall be floristic in nature, and
all plant species observed shall be recorded
and identified to a sufficient level to determine
rarity. Voucher specimens of unknown taxa
shall be collected and brought back to the
laboratory for identification, and questionable
specimens shall be reviewed by local experts.
Any locations of newly observed special-status
plant species shall be marked and mapped
using a Trimble® GeoXTTM GPS unit capable
of sub-meter accuracy.
09-BIO-3(b) If a listed endangered,
threatened, or rare species occurs within any
proposed trail right of way or within the bounds
of any subsequent development in the Open
Space Conveyance Area, the proposed trail or
structure shall be moved or redesigned such
that the grading/construction zone shall not be
within 200 feet of the identified population.

09-Impact BIO-4 Future
unknown recreational
development could result in the
disturbance or reduction in
extent of sensitive Venturan
coastal sage scrub habitat.
Current near term impacts are
Class III, less than significant,
but future cumulative impacts
may be significant and would
require subsequent
environmental documentation.
09-Impact BIO-5.
Implementation of the proposed
project would result in the fill of
wetland/riparian habitat and

Construction monitors shall be present during
grading or other construction activity within 300
feet of known sensitive plant locations.
Construction operators shall be educated as to
the species identification and sensitivity, and
shall be directed to avoid impacts to such
plants.
No mitigation necessary based on existing
designs.

Permits regarding the fill of jurisdictional areas
as a consequence of long term growth of
CSUCI have previously been obtained and
existing mitigation credits are available to meet

Less than significant.

Beneficial.

California State University, Channel Islands
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Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect
jurisdictional areas, but such fill
is planned for and new wetland
areas will be developed as a
result of the new levee
construction. Impacts are Class
IV, beneficial.

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

the needs of the current project. In addition,
the proposed new levee will enclose an area to
be developed as wetland and riparian habitat
that will pre-mitigate for future growth on the
CSUCI campus. Mitigation measures contained
in the 2000 SEIR required the replacement of
filled wetlands through the creation of new
wetlands, as indicated below:
S-BIO-3(a) A minimum of 8.1 acres of wetland
vegetation and open water resources shall be
created as part of the re-aligned Long Grade
Canyon channel and wetland restoration area
in the 75-acre parcel. This acreage shall be in
addition to the 7.1 acres of existing wetland
areas, the 2.25 acres of reclaimed water
storage, and the 4.4 acres of detention/debris
basin.
S-BIO-3(b) The wetland area shall be
designed to contain a mix of wetland types,
including willow scrub, mulefat scrub, and
freshwater marsh elements. The wetland
restoration plan shall be implemented prior to
development of the existing debris basin or the
retention basin.

09-Impact BIO-6.
Implementation of the proposed
project could potentially impede
local wildlife movement. Impacts
are Class III, less than
significant.
CULTURAL RESOURCES

Effect
09-Impact CR-1.
Construction of the proposed
sports fields, parking lots, and
access roads in the area
between Lewis Road and Long
Grade Creek could adversely
affect known and unknown
cultural resources on the project
site. This impact is considered
Class II, significant but mitigable.

None necessary.

Less than significant.

Mitigation Measures
Residual Impact
09-CR-1(a) During construction (including any Less than significant.
permitted action requiring physical digging or
grading of a project area using mechanical
equipment or hand tools, including core
sampling, soil borings, work required for
placing caissons or footings, planting trees,
disking, grubbing, trenching and installation of
poles, underground electrical systems, sewers,
water mains, or other utilities, or
geological/geotechnical testing) within the
southeastern corner of the new access
roadway area, a Native American monitor shall
be hired to observe any ground disturbing
activities to a depth of three feet. One Native
American monitor per major piece of
excavation equipment shall be onsite to ensure
that the area is adequately monitored. A
professional archaeologist shall be consulted
to demarcate the monitoring boundaries and
California State University, Channel Islands
ES-10

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Executive Summary

Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

retained on an on-call basis to assist CSUCI
and/ or the Native American monitors should a
significant find be encountered. The Native
American monitors shall have the authority to
stop and redirect the equipment in the area of
a significant find until such time that it is
properly evaluated by the on-call archaeologist.
09-CR-1(b) The parking areas would be built in
phases with the west parking area being
constructed first. During the design phase for
the east parking area, additional mitigation
shall be developed to ensure archaeological
resources are preserved intact. Mitigation at a
minimum shall include capping under the direct
supervision of a professional archaeologist and
Native American Monitor, soliciting input from
the archaeological community to determine the
best practices to preserve and protect the
resources through capping.
HYDROLOGY
Effect
09-Impact HYD-1 .
The updated design and
proposed modification of
mitigation measure 03-HYD-1
for the proposed primary
access road would result in
protection from 25-year floods
rather than 100-year floods as
previously proposed. The
impact is Class II, significant
but mitigable.

09-Impact HYD-2.
The proposed construction of a
new earthen levee north of
Long Grade Canyon Creek will
increase flood water storage
capacity, reduce flooding
impacts from Long Grade
Canyon Creek, and add 10
acres of wetlands to this
segment of Long Grade
Canyon Creek. This is

Mitigation Measures
The following mitigation measure revises and
updates Mitigation Measures 03-HYD-1 from
the 2004 SEIR and S-HYD-1 from the 2000
SEIR.

Residual Impact
Less than significant.

03 HYD 1
09-HYD-1(a) The primary access road,
extending southeasterly from Lewis Road, and
lying north of Long Grade Canyon Creek, in the
expanded 79 acre acquisition area shall be
elevated outside the 100 25-year floodplain.
S-HYD-1
09-HYD-1(b) The storm drain system for the
northern system, as incorporated into the
engineered design for the proposed future
entrance road, shall be designed to adequately
accommodate 100 year 25-year event peak
bulked flows through the access road culvert
system design of the road and the incorporated
system.
None necessary.

Less than significant.
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Table ES-1
Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect
considered a Class IV
beneficial impact.
09-Impact HYD-3.
The proposed construction of
lighting poles, a locker room
facility and bleachers or risers
within the area bounded by the
primary access road, Calleguas
Creek and Long Grade Canyon
Creek would be subject to
flooding during storm events
that would exceed a 25-year
flow. Construction of these
improvements within the 100year floodplain could result in
loss of property or exacerbation
of downstream flooding. This is
a Class II, significant but
mitigable impact.

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

09-HYD-2 Locker facilities, bleachers or risers,
and lighting poles shall be designed and
engineered to withstand a 100-year flood flow,
or shall be elevated above the 100-year
floodplain.

Less than significant.

Mitigation Measures
The following mitigation measure revises and
updates Mitigation Measure 03-AG-2 from the
2004 SEIR.

Residual Impact
Less than significant.

HAZARDS
Effect
09-Impact HAZ-1.
Previous agricultural use of the
new access road area and the
potential future conveyance
area could have caused the
accumulation of pesticides in
the soil. Development in these
areas could result in exposure
of persons to concentrations of
agricultural contaminants and
potential health risks. This is a
Class II, significant but
mitigable, impact.

03 AG 2
09-HAZ-1 Prior to the acquisition of soil
disturbance within the 158-acre area (new
access road area), soil sampling shall be
conducted to determine the potential
presence of agriculture-related contaminants.
If contaminants are present on the site in
concentrations exceeding regulatory action
levels, a health risk assessment and/or
remediation of the affected soils may be
required. If necessary, remediation shall be
conducted in accordance with federal, state,
and local regulations and shall be performed
under the oversight and to the satisfaction of
the Ventura County Environmental Health
Division. Remediation shall utilize
appropriate measures such as onsite
sequestration or offsite disposal.
Onsite Sequestration. The upper ½ foot of
soil (or as recommended by the Ventura
County Environmental Health Division) shall
be removed from contaminated locations, and
shall be sequestered on-site in a manner
approved by the Ventura County
Environmental Health Division. Sequestration
necessitates isolation from human and wildlife
contact and would require that the soil be
buried onsite at depths unlikely to be
California State University, Channel Islands
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Summary of Environmental Impacts,
Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

disrupted, or would require capping by
pavement or asphalt. Areas suitable for
capping might include beneath the parking
lots, or beneath roadways. Onsite
sequestration shall be conducted as directed
by Ventura County Environmental Health.

09-Impact HAZ-2.
The previous use of the 91-acre
parcel (see Figure 2-3(b)) within
the potential future open space
conveyance area as a
spreading ground for sewage
sludge processed by the State
from the former Camarillo State
Hospital could have
contaminated the soil in this
area. Reuse of this area for a
multi-use regional educational
and recreation area could result
in exposure of persons to
concentrations of organic or
inorganic contaminants and
potential health risks. This is a
Class II, significant but
mitigable, impact.
09-Impact HAZ-3.
Two plugged and abandoned
dry holes were reportedly
located in the northeastern
portion of the 35-acre parcel
and the southeastern portion of
the 91-acre parcel during the
2008 Phase I ESA for portions
of the potential future open
space conveyance area. This
is a Class II, significant but
mitigable, impact.

Offsite Disposal. The upper ½ foot of soil
shall be removed from contaminated areas
and shall be transported off site and disposed
of as hazardous waste at an approved facility
in accordance with applicable rules and
regulations.
09-HAZ-2 Sewage Sludge. Prior to soil
disturbance on the 91-acre parcel, soil
sampling shall be conducted to determine the
potential presence of metals volatile organic
compounds, and nitrates. If contaminants are
present on the site in concentrations
exceeding regulatory action levels, a health
risk assessment and/or remediation of the
affected soils may be required. If necessary,
remediation shall be conducted in accordance
with federal, state, and local regulations and
shall be performed under the oversight and to
the satisfaction of the Ventura County
Environmental Health Division. Remediation
could include off-site disposal, or on-site
sequestration, depending on the contaminant.

Less than significant.

09-HAZ-3 Prior to any future development in
the vicinity of the former oil wells in the
northeastern portion of the 35-acre parcel and
the southeastern portion of the 91-acre parcel
as shown on Figure 2-3)(b), the California
Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal
Resources shall be contacted to determine if
the oil wells need to be re-abandoned or any
other constraints are to be placed on future
work in these areas.

Less than significant.

Mitigation Measures
None necessary.

Residual Impact
Less than significant.

TRAFFIC
Effect
09-Impact T-1.
The Primary Access Road and
Secondary Access Road as
proposed would have sufficient
capacity to support the campus
traffic at buildout. All new
internal intersections would
operate at or aboce LOS D,
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Mitigation Measures, and Residual Impacts
Effect
which is within acceptable
standards. Therefore, impacts
are Class III, less than
significant.
09-Impact T-2.
The proposed Facilities
Projects would add
infrastructure and increase use
of campus facilities. However,
the proposed facilities,
including the potential future
Open Space Conveyance Area
would not result in a substantial
increase in traffic trips beyond
that identified in the 2000
Campus Master Plan because
the FTES is not being changed.
Therefore, impacts are Class
III, less than significant.
09-Impact T-3.
The New Access Roadway
Area design modifies a
previous proposal to construct
a Class I bike path adjacent the
Primary Access Road. The
current proposal involves
construction of bike lanes along
the shoulders of the Primary
and Secondary Access
Roadways with additional bike
lanes along the new and old
levees. This is a Class II,
significant but mitigable impact.

Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

None necessary.

Less than significant.

09-T-3(a) The bikeways along the primary
and secondary access roadways shall be
designed as a continuous bicycle linkage with
signage and striping to provide a minimum
bicycle travel lane of four feet, restricting onstreet parking and stopping where necessary
to ensure the minimum four foot exclusive
cyclist safe travel width. Bikeways shall
provide signage and striped connections to
pedestrian bridges or provide signage and
striped access across vehicular bridge
crossings such that conflicts between
motorists and cyclists are reduced.

Less than significant.

09-T-3(b) The Class I bike paths along the
new and old levees shall be designed as a
continuous bicycle linkage with signage at
Lewis Road and on Campus directing cyclists
to the path. Ventura County Watershed
Protection District shall be consulted during
the design phase to ensure the design does
not affect the functions or maintenance of the
levee.
MODIFIED MITIGATION MEASURES AS INDICATED IN THE PROJECT DESCRIPTION
AES-2(g)
All surface parking areas shall include a minimum of 15% landscaped area, and
shading shall cover a minimum of 35% of the surface area when trees are 10
years of age. All surface parking south of Long Grade Canyon Creek shall include
perimeter landscaping on all sides and shall achieve a 10% coverage within five
years of installation. Perimeter plant material shall be of a sufficient height to
obscure vehicle headlights when the parking lot is viewed by a pedestrian at a ten
meter distance. Landscaping shall be compatible in design with the existing
landscape treatment, as determined by the Master Plan landscape architect. In
order to provide visual relief, glare reduction, and shade, large-canopy trees
planted in an orchard siting arrangement are recommended. Pedestrian amenities
shall be incorporated into the surface lot areas, including but not limited to textured
California State University, Channel Islands
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Mitigation Measures

Significance After Mitigation

paving at aisle crosswalks, walkways through parking aisles, bollard-style lighting,
and seating areas.
S-AES-3(a)

Prior to development, proposed lighting shall be indicated on site plans that
demonstrate that spillover of lighting would not affect surrounding areas.
Nighttime lighting standards shall be limited to 30 33-feet in height. The lighting
plan shall incorporate lighting that directs light pools downward or otherwise
shields adjacent areas from glare. Light fixtures that shield excessive brightness
at night shall be included in the lighting plan. Non-glare lighting shall be used.

03-AES-3(b)

Planned surface parking areas shall be landscaped with orchard style plantings,
with trees organized in a grid pattern and planted at no less than 30 feet on center.
Canopy coverage from directly overhead shall achieve 50% within five years of
installation. Perimeter planting areas shall surround parking lot on all sides, and
shall measure no less than 10 feet in depth. Perimeter plant material shall be of a
sufficient height to obscure vehicle headlights when the parking lot is viewed by a
pedestrian at a ten meter distance. Tree species and plant material shall be
approved by the Campus Architect.

03-HYD-1

The primary access road, extending southeasterly from Lewis Road, and lying
north of Long Grade Canyon Creek, in the expanded 79-acre acquisition area shall
be elevated outside the 100-25-year floodplain.

California State University, Channel Islands
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
This Supplemental EIR analyzes the potential environmental effects of proposed facilities
projects to the California State University Channel Islands Master Plan and its amendments.
The project consists of details and modifications to planned improvements, modifications to
existing mitigation measures, and a potential future conveyance of public open space to the
California State University Channel Islands campus, hereafter referred to as CSUCI. Most of the
proposed physical improvements were envisioned as part of the 2004 Campus Master Plan and
earlier plans. The potential future open space conveyance and the electrical substation were not
previously planned, but are part of current proposed improvements. The project’s background
and the legal basis for preparing an EIR are described below.

1.1 BACKGROUND
The California State University (CSU) has been involved in the establishment of a new public
university campus in Ventura County for several years. The preparation and updating of
Campus Master Plans are the mechanism with which CSU guides development for its
campuses. In September 1998, the Board of Trustees of the CSU certified a Final EIR (1998 FEIR)
and adopted a concept Long Range Development Plan for the CSUCI campus. That plan, also
referred to as the 1998 Master Plan, provided for land transfer and reuse of the former
California State Developmental Hospital in Camarillo to the CSU. The FEIR is hereafter
referred to as the 1998 FEIR. The Long Range Development Plan is hereafter referred to as the
1998 Master Plan.
The 1998 Master Plan envisioned a combination of demolition and renovation of core campus
area buildings and construction of new academic and research and development space in the
campus core. The 1998 Master Plan also included development of 900 residential units within
the East Campus. The academic campus was planned to grow into a four-year university
serving 15,000 full time equivalent students (FTES) and approximately 1,500 faculty and staff by
the year 2025. A total of 11,750 FTES would be served on site, while 3,250 FTES would be
served off site. These aspects of the 1998 Master Plan remain unchanged in each of the
subsequent Master Plan revisions.
In August 1999, the first 100,000 square feet of classroom space was opened, facilitating the
move of the CSU Northridge Off-Campus Center from Ventura to the CSUCI campus. That
institution was then renamed the CSU Northridge at Channel Islands.
Following certification of the 1998 FEIR in September 1998, a CSU-directed planning team was
established to work on refining the plans for the physical infrastructure and programs on the
campus. That work led to a number of land use configuration and design modifications from
those of the 1998 Master Plan. These modifications included:
x
x
x
x

land acquisitions;
on-campus site plan modifications;
definition of density and type of residential uses; and
development of the K-8 school on the east campus.
California State University Channel Islands
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These modifications were addressed in the 2000 Master Plan. A Final Supplemental EIR (2000
SEIR), which analyzed the potential effects of the 2000 Master Plan, was certified by the Board
of Trustees on June 5, 2000. Both the 1998 Master Plan and the 2000 Master Plan Amendment
envisioned a combination of demolition and renovation of the core campus area buildings and
construction of new academic, research and development and office space in the campus core.
The 2000 Master Plan Amendment also provided for development of an elementary school and
900 new residential units in the East Campus.
Between 2000 and 2003, additional modifications to the Master Plan became desirable, and a
2004 Campus Master Plan Amendment was prepared. This amendment included:
x
x
x
x
x

Expansion of land acquisition area from 75 to 154 acres to accommodate proposed access roads,
parking, athletic fields and wetland mitigation areas;
An anaerobic digester and a chiller plant;
Modifications to west quadrangle and academic core;
Relocation of the town center facility; and
Construction of the Chumash demonstration village.

A Supplemental EIR (2004 SEIR) was certified, and the Master Plan Amendment adopted in
January 2004.
The 2009 Facilities Projects SEIR builds upon the previous tiered SEIRs. Both refinements to
previously approved project components and newly proposed facilities are now being
considered. Proposed new facilities projects not analyzed in previous SEIRs include a future
potential approximately 370-acre open space conveyance site (from the County of Ventura to
CSUCI) and an electrical substation. Section 2.0, Project Description, provides details of the
proposed project. The proposed project does not involve any changes to the Year 2025 15,000
FTES targets for the campus.

1.2

PURPOSE, SCOPE and LEGAL AUTHORITY

This draft version of the SEIR document will be used during the public review process for the
proposed 2009 Facilities Projects for the CSUCI Master Plan. It is the intent of the CSU Board of
Trustees that this document be circulated, reviewed and adopted pursuant to State CEQA
Guidelines.
The development of property by the applicant requires the discretionary approval of the CSU
Site Authority and the CSU Board of Trustees. Therefore, the proposed development of the
property is subject to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). In
accordance with Section 15121(a) of the State of California CEQA Guidelines, the purpose of this
EIR is to serve as an informational document that:
“…will inform public agency decision-makers and the public generally of the
significant environmental effect of a project, identify possible ways to minimize the
significant effects, and describe reasonable alternatives to the project.”
California State University Channel Islands
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In accordance with the CEQA Guidelines, an Initial Study was prepared for the proposed project
to identify issues to be analyzed in the SEIR, and a Notice of Preparation (NOP) was distributed
on October 15, 2008 for review by interested public agencies and the public. Comments were
accepted through November 2008. In addition, an advertised public scoping meeting to obtain
oral input on the project was held on October 29, 2008 on the CSUCI campus. A second scoping
meeting to obtain input from students and faculty was held on November 12, 2008. The NOP,
Initial Study, written responses to the NOP, and a summary of input gathered at the public
scoping meeting are all presented in Appendix A of this SEIR.
As indicated in the Initial Study, certain elements of the proposed Facilities Projects were
determined to have potential environmental impacts that were not identified in previous CEQA
documentation. Additional focus in review of environmental issues was derived from the input
during the SEIR scoping period.
The resulting environmental issues addressed in this SEIR include:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Aesthetics
Air Quality
Biological Resources
Cultural Resources
Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology and Water Quality
Traffic and Circulation
Global Climate Change

This SEIR, together with the 1998 FEIR, 2000 SEIR, and 2004 SEIR comprise the environmental
review documentation for the Campus Master Plan. These documents are available for review at
the administrative office of CSUCI, at One University Drive, Camarillo, California 93012 and at
the offices of the Trustees of the California State University, 400 Golden Shore, Long Beach,
California, 90802-4275.
This SEIR tiers from the 1998 FEIR, 2000 SEIR, and the 2004 SEIR in accordance with Section
15152 of the State CEQA Guidelines, which state, in part:
(a) ”Tiering“ refers to using the analysis of general matters contained in a broader EIR (such as one
prepared for a general plan or policy statement) with later EIRs and negative declarations on
narrower projects; incorporating by reference the general discussions from the broader EIR; and
concentrating the later EIR or negative declaration solely on the issues specific to the later
project.
(b) Agencies are encouraged to tier the environmental analyses which they prepare for separate but
related projects including general plans, zoning changes, and development projects. This
approach can eliminate repetitive discussions of the same issues and focus the later EIR or
negative declaration on the actual issues ripe for decision at each level of environmental review.
Tiering is appropriate when the sequence of analysis is from an EIR prepared for a general plan,
policy, or program to an EIR or negative declaration for another plan, policy, or program of lesser
California State University Channel Islands
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scope, or to a site-specific EIR or negative declaration. Tiering does not excuse the lead agency
from adequately analyzing reasonably foreseeable significant environmental effects of the project
and does not justify deferring such analysis to a later tier EIR or negative declaration. However,
the level of detail contained in a first tier EIR need not be greater than that of the program, plan,
policy, or ordinance being analyzed.
(d) Where an EIR has been prepared and certified for a program, plan, policy, or ordinance consistent
with the requirements of this section, any lead agency for a later project pursuant to or consistent
with the program, plan, policy, or ordinance should limit the EIR or negative declaration on the
later project to effects which:
(1) Were not examined as significant effects on the environment in the prior EIR; or
(2) Are susceptible to substantial reduction or avoidance by the choice of specific revisions in the
project, by the imposition of conditions, or other means.
(f) A later EIR shall be required when the initial study or other analysis finds that the later project
may cause significant effects on the environment that were not adequately addressed in the prior
EIR.
(1) Where a lead agency determines that a cumulative effect has been adequately addressed in the
prior EIR, that effect is not treated as significant for purposes of the later EIR or negative
declaration, and need not be discussed in detail.
(2) When assessing whether there is a new significant cumulative effect, the lead agency shall
consider whether the incremental effects of the project would be considerable when viewed in
the context of past, present, and probable future projects. At this point, the question is not
whether there is a significant cumulative impact, but whether the effects of the project are
cumulatively considerable.
(3) Significant environmental effects have been “adequately addressed” if the lead agency
determines that:
(A) they have been mitigated or avoided as a result of the prior environmental impact report
and findings adopted in connection with that prior environmental report; or
(B) they have been examined at a sufficient level of detail in the prior environmental impact
report to enable those effects to be mitigated or avoided by site specific revisions, the
imposition of conditions, or by other means in connection with the approval of the later
project.
This SEIR addresses the issues referenced above and identifies potentially significant
environmental impacts, including site-specific and cumulative effects of the project in
accordance with the provisions set forth in the State CEQA Guidelines. In addition, this SEIR
recommends feasible mitigation measures that would reduce or eliminate significant adverse
environmental effects. These measures, combined with all applicable mitigation measures and
amended mitigation measures from the 1998 FEIR, 2000 SEIR, and 2004 SEIR, would be
required as part of development of the proposed project to reduce project-related impacts. A
summary of mitigation measures from the 1998 FEIR, 2000 SEIR, and 2004 SEIR is included in
Appendix E.
SEIR preparers have consulted pertinent State and, where relevant, local policies and guidelines
previously certified and approved CEQA documents, and background documents prepared by
CSUCI and the CSUCI Site Authority. A full reference list is contained in Section 7.0, References
California State University Channel Islands
1-4

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 1.0 Introduction

and Preparers. The level of detail contained throughout this SEIR is consistent with the
requirements of CEQA and applicable court decisions. The State CEQA Guidelines state:
An EIR should be prepared with a sufficient degree of analysis to provide decisionmakers with information which enables them to make a decision which intelligently
takes account of environmental consequences. An evaluation of the environmental
effects of the proposed project need not be exhaustive, but the sufficiency of an EIR is to
be reviewed in light of what is reasonably feasible. Disagreement among experts does
not make an EIR inadequate, but, the EIR should summarize the main points of
disagreement among the experts. The courts have looked not for perfection but for
adequacy, completeness, and a good faith effort at full disclosure (Section 15151).

1.3 SITE AUTHORITY, SPECIFIC REUSE PLAN, MASTER PLAN
In 1998, the California State Legislature adopted Senate Bill 1923, hereafter referred to as the Site
Authority Legislation. The legislation established the California State University Channel
Islands Site Authority (Site Authority) to facilitate and provide for the financing to transition
the former Camarillo State Hospital site for use as the 23rd campus of the California State
University system. The legislation provided for the creation of a Site Authority Board
composed of representatives of the Trustees of the California State University, the County of
Ventura, and one Ventura County city.
In accordance with its authority under SB 1923, the Site Authority Board developed a Specific
Reuse Plan to guide the non-academic portions of the CSUCI campus in June 2000. The Specific
Reuse Plan guides future development of the Community Development Area (business campus
and the residential development). The Specific Reuse Plan also incorporates the CSUCI
Architectural Design Guidelines that are intended to guide the physical design details of
buildings, open space areas, parking areas, and other features of the campus built environment.
The Site Authority is the exclusive government agency with jurisdiction over the reuse plan,
including its adoption and implementation.
In its role as property owner, the State, through its agent the CSU, has delegated approval rights
over the schematic design of buildings in the Community Development Area to the Site
Authority. The Site Authority is responsible for building code compliance and to otherwise
manage the development of the Community Development Area; however, it has delegated
implementation of those functions to CSU under the Ground Lease. Otherwise, the Site
Authority is the sole and exclusive government agency with regulatory jurisdiction over the
Community Development Area and Specific Reuse Plan. As such, it will be the agency
responsible for approving subdivision of lands, and management of various parcels for sub
ground lease purposes. The 2009 Facilities Projects do not materially affect the Community
Development Area nor require amendments to the Specific Reuse Plan. Instead, actions are
under the jurisdiction of the Board of Trustees of the CSU.

California State University Channel Islands
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1.4

LEAD, RESPONSIBLE and TRUSTEE AGENCIES

The CEQA Guidelines define ”lead,” ”responsible“ and ”trustee“ agencies. The Trustees of the
California State University is the lead agency because it has the principal responsibility for
approving the Facilities Projects and amendments to the CSUCI Master Plan.
A ”responsible agency” refers to public agencies other than the ”lead agency“ that have
discretionary approval over the project. The Army Corps of Engineers would be a responsible
agency, since they would be involved in review and permitting under their Clean Water Act
Section 404 permitting authority. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California
Department of Fish and Game would also be responsible agencies due to their responsibilities
to provide biological input to the 404-permit process. The Ventura County Watershed
Protection District may also be a responsible agency concerning alterations or improvements to
the Long Grade Canyon channel and the Calleguas Creek channel that may occur within and
adjacent to the site.
A “trustee agency” refers to a state agency having jurisdiction by law over natural resources
affected by a project. The California Department of Fish and Game is a trustee agency
pertaining to wildlife that may be affected by proposed activities affecting the Long Grade
Canyon Creek channel.

California State University Channel Islands
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
2.1

PROJECT TITLE

California State University Channel Islands Facilities Projects

2.2

LEAD AGENCY and LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE

The Trustees of the California State University
400 Golden Shore
Long Beach, California 90802-4275
Locally represented by:
Alan Paul, Associate Architect
Operations, Planning and Construction
California State University Channel Islands
One University Drive
Arroyo Hall
Camarillo, California 93012

2.3

PROJECT LOCATION

The project site is located in an unincorporated portion of southern Ventura County at the
eastern edge of the Oxnard Plain and at the western flank of the Santa Monica Mountains (See
Figure 2-1). The CSUCI campus lies 1.5 miles south of the City of Camarillo, northeast of the
intersection of Lewis and Potrero Roads and east of Calleguas Creek (See Figure 2-2). Primary
access to the site is provided via Lewis Road from the north and south. Regional access is
provided by U.S. Highway 101 to the north of the project site and Hueneme Road and State
Route 1 from the southwest.
North of the site is Camarillo Regional Park. East of the site is land characterized by natural,
steep mountainous terrain. Areas to the southeast, south, and west are in agricultural use. The
Camrosa Water District Wastewater Treatment Facility is located north of the southwestern end
of the project site and generally west of the main campus. A 28-megawatt cogeneration facility
owned by Delta Power Partnership is also located within the project site west of the main
campus. This facility has a ground lease with the State of California that will expire in year
2018.

2.4

EXISTING SITE CHARACTERISTICS

The Academic Core of the CSUCI campus is comprised of historic structures that were
originally part of the State Developmental Hospital, which occupied the site from 1932 to 1997.
Since 1998, portions of some of these buildings have been renovated for use as classrooms,
administrative offices, and other university needs. A few areas of the core campus are leased by
California State University Channel Islands
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outside tenants. Among the major new structures in the academic core area are the Aliso
Science Building (August 2003), two student resident halls, and the John C Broome Library
(August 2008). Many other renovations and additions continue. These developments were
planned and described in the 1998, 2000, and 2004 Campus Master Plans.
In addition to redevelopment of the Academic Core, the eastern portion of the campus has been
transformed by the on-going development of a new residential neighborhood, University Glen,
which includes a mix of housing types. Full buildout of the area will eventually include about
900 dwelling units, including single-family detached homes, row townhouses, condominiums,
rental apartments and an elementary school. At present, 658 units have been completed, and
roads and other infrastructure are in place to serve future development. A pedestrian trail and
bikeway encircle the entire area. A Town Center complex of retail uses, office space, and
residential units was opened in 2007, just east of the Library and just west of the University Glen
area.

2.5 PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS
For CEQA analysis purposes, the project consists of details and modifications to planned
improvements, modifications to existing mitigation measures, and a land acquisition for the
CSUCI campus. The master plan area and the recent 153-acre acquisition area (”New Access
Road Area”) are shown on Figures 2-3a. All of the improvements in these areas were previously
envisioned under the 2004 Campus Master Plan and earlier plans. The current designs are more
detailed than those analyzed previously, and additional background studies have been
conducted. In addition, the County of Ventura is seeking to convey Camarillo Regional Park to
the CSUCI (“Open Space Conveyance Area”), as illustrated in Figure 2-3b. The proposed project
encompasses the following primary tasks.
1. Proposed design details for the roadway access, accompanying bridges and parking,
including the following specific potential facility features in the New Access Road Area:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Installation of a sanitary sewer line crossing Long Grade Canyon Creek
Elevated road and parking light fixtures
Decrease in tree coverage in parking lots (“orchard style plantings”)
Lighted site monument sign and message board
Change in flood protection for the access road from 100 year to 25 year
Burial of SCE and Verizon lines during grading of the New Access Road Area
Cultural resource mitigation
Substitution of bike lanes on the roadway for separated Class I bike path

2. Final flood control levee design; including:
x

Lighted bike paths on the new and old levees

3. Upgrade of an electrical power substation near the existing cogeneration facility as
necessary to handle the campus’ increasing electrical demand.
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Basemap Source: Bobrow/Thomas and Associates, March, 2003,
Boyle/Aecom Engineering, September 2008.

Sump Pump

Levee

* Wetland Mitigation Area

Chumash Demonstration Village
(Project lead: Pleasant Valley Recreation and Parks District)

Chilled Water Plant (CP)

Town Center

Associated University Support

Academic Zone

Student Housing Zone

Specific Reuse Plan Area
(CSUCI Site Authority Jurisdiction)

Existing Boundary

New Access Roadway Area

Open Space Conveyance

LEGEND

Not to Scale

2004 Master Plan

Residential
Development

Residential
Development

G G

pos
ed

Levee

RAD
Camr
osa W E C R E E
K
Treatm
as
ent F tewater
acilit
y

LON

Pr o

Sump Pump

Future Play Fields

Existing
Bridge

L

ad
Ro
s
ew
i
Pr

L

ima

ad

West g
Parkin

rero

Roa

d

P
Soccortrero
e
Flex r Fields
Parc
el

Electrical
Sub-Station

Port

K
E
E
R
C

ry A
c c es s R o

A
C

S
A
U
G
E
L

Second
ary
Access
Road

East g
Parkin

Mat
ch

ive
rsity
Drive

Un

lan
d

eet

e Sh

- Se

Channel Is

Line

Dri
ve

2-3b

500
Scale in Feet

1000

*

Chumash
Demonstration
Village

California State University Channel Islands

Figure 2-3a

2009 Facilities Projects

0

Under
Development

Proposed
Open Space
Conveyance

l

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 2.0 Project Description

Residentia

d
oa
R

U
ni

S

Le

w

is

S

Le
w

is

R

d

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 2.0 Project Description

ve
rsit

(NOT A PART)

y Dr
7.63 Acres

ee

k

91.07 Acres

Ckr
rse e
a
C
s
u
a
g
Calle
g ue
Call
iv e

235.56 Acres

Univ e

rsi

ty

Dr

35.24 Acres

Ma t

ch L

i ne

- Se

e Sh
eet

2- 3a

Basemap Source: ESRI, 2008 and Boyle Engineering, September, 2008.

Legend
Proposed Boundary
Open Space Conveyance and
Restricted Use Area

2009 Facilities Projects
Open Space Conveyance Area

±

0

500

1,000 Feet

Figure 2-3b

California State University Channel Islands

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 2.0 Project Description

4. Modification of mitigation conditions from prior Certified EIRs to enable structures and
lighting supportive of athletic facilities within the 153-acre site and elsewhere on the
campus; including:
x
x
x
x

Addition of sports field lighting to facilitate use of the fields after dark by the students and the
community
Potential installation of bleachers at some fields
Potential installation of washroom and locker facilities in conjunction with the sports fields
Addition of sport field lights near Potrero Road

5. Acceptance of the potential future conveyance from the County of Ventura of about 370
acres (Camarillo Regional Park) adjacent to the north side of the existing campus
property for a multi-use regional education and recreation area, consistent with the
previous intended use of the area; and
These changes comprise the focus of analysis of this 2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR.
2.5.1

Access Roads, Bridges, and Parking.

The proposed facilities improvements in the New Access Road Area include two phases. The
first phase includes one primary vehicular access road with a vehicular bridge crossing and one
pedestrian bridge crossing (see Figure 2-4). The second phase of facilities improvements
includes a secondary vehicular access road with bridge crossing and a second pedestrian bridge
crossing (see Figure 2-4).
Phase I Primary Access Road/Vehicular Bridge. The proposed primary access road
would provide a connection between Lewis Road and Santa Barbara Avenue, which is located
along the southern boundary of Long Grade Canyon Creek, thereby facilitating access to the
Academic Core. A generic access road was previously examined in the 1998 FEIR and the 2004
FEIR, and site specific engineering has now designed the primary access road as a gentle scurve shape with a central vegetated bio-swale treatment component between the east and
westbound lanes (see Figure 2-4) for about 80% of the alignment.
The pavement width will be 72 feet beginning at the easterly edge of the existing Lewis Road
bridge crossing of Calleguas Creek. The alignment for the first leg (about 360 feet) contains two
12-foot wide travel lanes in each direction, a central 14-foot wide shoulder/median and a fivefoot wide outside shoulder in each direction. The roadway then splits to include a central
bioswale that would serve to treat roadway generated runoff prior to discharge to Long Grade
Canyon Creek via six culvert drainages. Each travel direction on this 2,500 foot-long leg of the
primary access roadway consists of 36-foot wide pavement that includes two 12-foot wide
travel lanes, one eight-foot wide outside shoulder and one four-foot wide inside shoulder (see
Figure 2-4). The eight-foot wide outside shoulders would be striped and signed to
accommodate bicycles. This leg includes spur driveways both to the east and to the west that
would provide access to the east and west parking lots respectively.
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The next leg of the roadway tapers to one 12-foot travel lane, one eight-foot shoulder and one
four foot wide shoulder in each direction for a distance of about 560 feet. The final leg
eliminates the central bioswale as the road narrows at the bridge crossing Long Grade Canyon
Creek. This leg is about 250 feet long and includes a 12-foot wide travel lane, a five-foot wide
sidewalk and five-foot wide shoulder in each direction with a 2-foot wide separation curb.
Included in this leg of the roadway is the 46-foot wide and approximately 135-foot long
vehicular bridge crossing and T-intersection with the existing campus roadway, Santa Barbara
Avenue, located immediately south of and parallel to Long Grade Canyon Creek (see Figure 24).
The access roadway is designed to drain to the central bioswale, which would be vegetated with
hydrophytic wetland types of vegetation in the lowest central portion, transitioning to riparian
edge vegetation, oak woodland and oak savannah vegetation near the outside edges of the
roadway (see Figure 2-5).
Phase I Pedestrian Bridge. The pedestrian bridge would connect the planned West
Parking Lot with the Academic Core via a span across Long Grade Canyon Creek. The
preliminary design is a pre-fabricated steel truss bridge crossing a distance of 120 feet in one
span from the top of the proposed levee to the south bank of Long Grade Canyon Creek. The
bridge deck would consist of concrete over metal decking and the lower portion of the sides
would be safeguarded with vertical steel fencing. Figure 2-6 shows the preliminary pedestrian
bridge design.
Phase II Secondary Roadway. The secondary roadway would bisect the north campus
area that is bounded by Long Grade Canyon Creek on the south, Lewis Road on the west, and
the proposed primary access roadway on the north. The secondary roadway would extend
southerly from the primary roadway to provide direct access to the western edge of the campus
core (see Figure 2-4). The conceptual design is for two 12-foot wide travel lanes (one each
direction) and four to eight foot wide shoulders consistent with the design for the primary
access roadway. The roadway is planned to have two driveways that would allow for entrance
to the west parking lot (see Figure 2-4). A two lane vehicle bridge would cross Long Grade
Canyon Creek to connect with future roadway improvements on the western edge of campus.
Phase II Pedestrian Bridge. The Phase II pedestrian bridge would be designed the same
as the Phase I pedestrian bridge, but would be situated at the western end of the academic core
(see Figure 2-3a, 2-4 and Figure 2-6). This bridge would provide an additional pedestrian
connection between the west parking lot and the academic core.
Parking. As considered in the 2004 Master Plan Update, parking would be developed to
serve the new athletic fields and the campus core. Two parking lots are proposed within the
plan area (see Figure 2-3a and Figure 2-4). The west parking lot would accommodate up to
2,250 parking spaces, while the east lot would accommodate 1,892 parking spaces. The
maximum number of parking spaces on the campus as a whole remains unchanged from the
earlier plans. Preliminary lot preparation would occur during the first phase of development;
however, the parking lots would be constructed in portions as the demand requires.

California State University Channel Islands
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The west parking lots would be designed to drain to bioswales that would serve to filter runoff
prior to discharge to Long Grade Canyon Creek. Bridges would be constructed across three
north-south oriented bioswales in the west parking lot to provide uninterrupted vehicular
circulation while providing stormwater runoff treatment consistent with the most recent
Ventura Countywide Stormwater Quality Urban Impact Mitigation Plan (SQUIMP) standards.
North-south pedestrian walkways are provided within the lots to facilitate pedestrian access.
Vehicular access to the west lot is obtained via four driveways, two of which are on the primary
access roadway and two of which are on the secondary access roadway. All driveways serve
incoming and outgoing vehicles.
The east parking lot drains to bioswales on the western and southern edges of the lot. Vehicular
access to the east lot is obtained from the primary access roadway via two driveways and from
University Drive via two additional driveways. The driveways would serve incoming and
outgoing vehicles. Orchard style plantings are not proposed within the parking lots, rather
landscape vegetation would occur at the ends of parking rows and plantings would be
employed to partially mask views of the lots.
Schedule. Construction of the roadways, bridges and parking lots along with associated
infrastructure would occur starting in 2009 and continue for about one year for Phase I projects.
Phase II projects would commence within the next five to ten years.
2.5.2

Levee.

A new flood control levee would be constructed within the upland area north of Long Grade
Canyon Creek (see Figure 2-4). An existing earthen berm levee would be retained in the
western portion of the property to preserve the present creek bed and a former irrigation pond.
The levee would provide 100-year flood protection from Long Grade Canyon Creek overflows;
however, portions of the plan area, including the primary access road would still be subject to
flood hazards due to sheet flow from northerly areas and Calleguas Creek. These portions of
the plan area would be protected from inundation during 25 year and more frequent occurrence
events. The levee is shown on Figure 2-4 and on Figure 2-7. The levee would be designed to
accommodate a lighted Class 1 bike path.
Construction of the levee would commence in 2009 and continue for about one year, concurrent
with Phase 1 roadway and bridge projects.

2.5.3

Electrical Substation.

A cogeneration facility constructed in the 1980s to provide power and steam to the former
hospital continues to serve CSUCI. To satisfy the electrical power demand in the future due to
continued campus growth, the campus proposes to construct an electrical substation. The new
substation would be constructed in the area adjacent to the Cogeneration Plant and the new
Central Plant. CSUCI proposes to construct a new substation that will be designed for the
future addition of a second transformer and secondary main breaker. This project is currently in
a planning and design stage. All improvements related to the substation would be confined to
the area of the existing cogeneration facility. The electrical substation would be constructed and
completed within six months and is planned for operation prior to winter of 2009.
California State University Channel Islands
2-10

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 2.0 Project Description

/

NOT TO SCALE

General Roadways, Bridges,
and Levee
Source: Boyle Engineering, October, 2008.

Figure 2-4
California State University Channel Islands

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 2.0 Project Description

0

40

/

80 Feet

Typical Landscaping
Primary Access Roadway
Source: Boyle Engineering, October, 2008.

Figure 2-5
California State University Channel Islands

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 2.0 Project Description

example aesthetic view of steel pedestrian bridge

Pedestrian Bridge
Source: Boyle Engineering, October, 2008.

Figure 2-6
California State University Channel Islands

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 2.0 Project Description

To facilitate construction of buildings in the future, the campus proposes to remove the above
ground Southern California Edison (SCE) transmission towers and lines located in the area and
install the lines underground within SCE easements in the area.
2.5.4

Modification of Mitigation Conditions.

Three modifications to mitigation measures are proposed for implementation with the facilities
projects, particularly with respect to lighting, aesthetics, and roadway design. Following is a list
of these mitigation measures. Proposed language deletions are shown in strikethrough, while
proposed language additions are shown in underline format.
AES-2(g)

All surface parking areas shall include a minimum of 15%
landscaped area, and shading shall cover a minimum of 35% of
the surface area when trees are 10 years of age. All surface
parking south of Long Grade Canyon Creek shall include
perimeter landscaping on all sides and shall achieve a 10%
coverage within five years of installation. Perimeter plant
material shall be of a sufficient height to obscure vehicle
headlights when the parking lot is viewed by a pedestrian at a ten
meter distance. Landscaping shall be compatible in design with
the existing landscape treatment, as determined by the Master
Plan landscape architect. In order to provide visual relief, glare
reduction, and shade, large-canopy trees planted in an orchard
siting arrangement are recommended. Pedestrian amenities shall
be incorporated into the surface lot areas, including but not
limited to textured paving at aisle crosswalks, walkways through
parking aisles, bollard-style lighting, and seating areas.

S-AES-3(a)

Prior to development, proposed lighting shall be indicated on site
plans that demonstrate that spillover of lighting would not affect
surrounding areas. Nighttime lighting standards shall be limited
to 30 33-feet in height. The lighting plan shall incorporate lighting
that directs light pools downward or otherwise shields adjacent
areas from glare. Light fixtures that shield excessive brightness at
night shall be included in the lighting plan. Non-glare lighting
shall be used.

03-AES-3(b)

Planned surface parking areas shall be landscaped with orchard
style plantings, with trees organized in a grid pattern and planted
at no less than 30 feet on center. Canopy coverage from directly
overhead shall achieve 50% within five years of installation.
Perimeter planting areas shall surround parking lot on all sides,
and shall measure no less than 10 feet in depth. Perimeter plant
material shall be of a sufficient height to obscure vehicle
headlights when the parking lot is viewed by a pedestrian at a ten
meter distance. Tree species and plant material shall be approved
California State University Channel Islands
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by the Campus Architect.
03-HYD-1

2.5.5

The primary access road, extending southeasterly from Lewis
Road, and lying north of Long Grade Canyon Creek, in the
expanded 79-acre acquisition area shall be elevated outside the
100-25-year floodplain.

Campus Recreational Fields

As discussed in the 2004 Master Plan Update, planned athletic fields include a total of 15
playfields and a track. The proposed facilities projects still include these components. Specific
locations and uses for each of these facilities would be determined later. The fields would
potentially be irrigated using recycled water from the Camrosa Wastewater Treatment Facility or
on-site groundwater, but in any case would not consume potable water. In addition, though
previously not included, these projects now include the potential for bleachers, sports field
lighting and development of washroom and locker facilities. These additional facilities are
proposed to support and enhance the athletic uses on the fields. Lighting would also be provided
for the sports fields near Potrero Road. See Figure 2-3a for field locations (future play and Potrero
Soccer).

2.5.6

Potential Future Open Space Conveyance Area

Under the proposed project, the CSUCI would potentially take control of about 370 additional
acres, including 279 acres of Ventura County-owned public open space land adjacent to the
north side of campus [see Figure 2-3(b)] pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 550 (e). CSUCI proposes to
preserve open space and wildlife habitat within the potential future open space conveyance
area, while also providing community access and education programs by developing portions
into a multi-use regional educational and recreational area, consistent with the previous
intended use of this area.
CSUCI would rehabilitate the property with the goal of protecting and restoring natural areas,
removing unsafe structures and debris, monitoring and maintaining watershed health, and
maximizing multiple-use recreational open space. The general program development
components under consideration are described below.
Native Habitat Program. Portions of the property will be managed in their natural state
to preserve and protect native species. The riparian corridor within the property will be
maintained and restored as funding becomes available. CSUCI will work with local and national
environmental organizations to preserve and protect plant and animal life in the area.
Trailhead and Hiking Trails. A key conceptual plan for this property is to provide a
trailhead and paths with connections to the extensive trail system within the Santa Monica
Mountains Zone. The potential future open space conveyance area is located near the western
edge of Point Mugu State-Park and it is adjacent to the Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area. This location would make it an attractive recreational entry point to this
protected corridor. The trailhead and hiking trails would be located to best connect with
existing trails in the area.
California State University Channel Islands
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The University would be able to provide additional value to the public through its
Environmental Science and Resource Management (ESRM) program and its Biology program.
Open Space. The site has several large open areas that provide the flexibility to serve as
open space for single and multi-use opportunities. The University would utilize these areas to
create passive spaces and open fields that would support unstructured recreational activities.
These facilities would provide supportive amenities to those visiting the walking trails.
Some minor non-occupancy structures to support the passive activities on the site are
anticipated, such as a small greenhouse and washroom facilities equipped with sewer, water,
and power. Other improvements would include repairing existing roads and construction of
facilities for ADA accessibility. Open space would be created near the center of the property,
north and east of the existing model airplane airstrip.
Schedule. CSUCI intends to maximize partnerships with various environmental and
educational organizations to create the facilities and programs proposed. The sheet metal and
steel frame remains of the barn and the small, one story concrete building that was used for
animal storage and feeding will be removed. This work will commence in the first year.
The site will be available to field trips for area schools within two years. With the assistance of
students and environmental groups, initial monitoring of plants and wildlife will begin in year
one. Restoration of the riparian and other areas will begin by the end of the second year.
The University will work with the California Coastal Conservancy and the RTCA to determine
the best location for the trail head, and jointly plan and create the trailhead and hiking trails.
Designs for the Open Space will begin in year four with completion in year five.
An automated solar powered gate counter will be installed upon completion of the trailheads.
This will allow a more accurate count of usage which will assist the University in the future
planning and maintenance of the potential future open space conveyance area.
It is at the discretion of the County of Ventura Board of Supervisors to determine whether or not
to offer for conveyance the public-owned property in the Open Space Conveyance Area, after
which time the Trustees would determine whether or not to accept such conveyance.

2.6

DISCRETIONARY ACTIONS WHICH MAY BE REQUIRED

The Trustees of the CSU would be responsible for certification of the EIR, approval of the
Facilities Projects, and amendments to the Master Plan. Other responsible agencies that have
discretionary approval over portions of the project may include the Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board and the California Department of Fish and Game. Permits and other use
authorizations that may be required from external agencies include:
x
x

Approval of Streambed Alteration Agreements (California Department of Fish and Game)
Approval of a federal Clean Water Act Section 401 Certification and state Porter-Cologne
Act Waste Discharge Requirements (Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board)
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x

Watercourse Encroachment Permit for alterations to Long Grade Canyon Creek (Ventura
County Watershed Protection District)

The Army Corps of Engineers would be responsible for issuing a federal Clean Water Act
Section 404 permit for construction activity within Long Grade Canyon Creek. Please note that
federal agencies are not considered responsible agencies under CEQA. In addition, the Campus
has previously obtained programmatic Streambed Alteration Agreement, Section 404 Permit,
and Section 401 Certification for the long range planned improvements to the campus site and
the above listed approvals would occur as amendments and modifications to these existing
approvals.
As previously mentioned, it is at the discretion of the County of Ventura Board of Supervisors
to determine whether or not to offer for conveyance the public-owned property in the Open
Space Conveyance Area, after which time the Trustees would determine whether or not to
accept such conveyance.

2.7

PROJECT OBJECTIVE and NEED

The CSU is a state-funded system of higher education comprised of 23 campuses, each with its
own curriculum, faculty, and administration. The system is governed by the CSU Board of
Trustees and the chief executive officer is the Chancellor.
The primary mission of the CSU is to offer undergraduate and graduate instruction through the
master's degree in the liberal arts and sciences, and professional education, such as for the
teaching and nursing professions. Admissions priority is given to upper-division transfers from
community colleges and freshmen from the top one-third of the state's high school graduating
class.
Each CSU campus is a statewide institution serving the instructional mission as described
above. Location of campuses in, or close to, population concentrations throughout the state
provides the important element of regional access, which is most critical to students who are
least mobile and who otherwise would not have the opportunity to complete their college
education. This group includes students who have low incomes (or whose families have low
incomes), who are first generation in their family to attend college, who are transfers from local
community colleges, who attend part-time because they have work or family responsibilities,
and who are older than typical college aged students.
Regional access considerations have led the CSU to develop the Channel Islands campus in
Ventura County. The CSU has expressed a number of specific objectives to be met in
undertaking the development of the campus. The changes and additions to the development of
the site are consistent with the original goal for the development of the CSUCI campus. These
include:
x
x

To develop a CSU-owned site;
To provide undergraduate and graduate programs to students in the Ventura County region;
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x
x
x
x
x

To meet the intent and spirit of Senate Bill 1103 (Hart 1985) which is to provide expanded
educational opportunity to the citizens of Ventura County;
To provide educational opportunities to eligible high school graduates of the region;
To provide increased opportunity for community college transfer students in the region;
To provide an educational, cultural, and recreational facility which would serve all of the
citizens of the region, including those currently underrepresented in the CSU; and
To provide an alternative funding mechanism per Section 89009 of the Education Code to
support the University in meeting the above objectives.

Full build-out of the Campus Master Plan, as amended, would provide facilities to
accommodate 15,000 FTES (unchanged from previous EIR amendments). The local population
base for CSUCI consists of Ventura, western Los Angeles, and southeastern Santa Barbara
counties.
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
3.1 REGIONAL SETTING
The project site is located at the western edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, with the broad,
flat alluvial Oxnard Plain extending to the west, towards the Pacific Ocean. The lowlands of the
plain west of the project site are extensively used for agriculture, particularly row crops and
citrus. The City of Camarillo is the nearest urban center to the project site, located about 2 miles
north. Most of the developed area of the City lies north of U.S. Highway 101, with a general
east-west orientation. The City’s urban edge has continued to expand with new developments
southward of U.S. Highway 101, although these areas remain within the City’s Sphere of
Influence.
On-going residential development on the eastern portion of the CSUCI campus has renewed
that area as a residential neighborhood. Historically, staff housing for workers at the State
Developmental Hospital was located on this site, but most of these structures were demolished
in 1999 to make way for new development, as provided under the CSUCI Specific Reuse Plan.
Full buildout of the area will eventually include about 900 dwelling units, including singlefamily detached homes, row townhouses, condominiums, and rental apartments. At present,
about 658 units have been completed, and roads and other infrastructure are in place to serve
future development. A pedestrian trail and bikeway connects the entire area

3.2 SITE SPECIFIC SETTING
The project site was established in 1932 as a California State Hospital, one of several facilities
throughout the state charged with caring for patients with mental and developmental disorders.
The Hospital was expanded several times over the next few decades, and by the mid-1950s, the
facility housed over 7,000 patients and had a staff of more than 3,000 employees. Extensive land
holdings were used to support the Hospital through farming operations such as grain crops,
vegetable fields, orchards, and a dairy with 560 Holstein cows.
During the 1990’s, decreased funding and patient loads led to the closure of the Hospital. By
June 1997, all patients had been removed to other quarters, and the Hospital’s buildings and
grounds were being maintained in “warm shutdown” mode. Subsequently, the site was
designated as the home for a new campus of the California State University, and in 1998, the
State of California adopted special legislation creating the CSUCI Site Authority to facilitate and
provide financing for the transformation of the entire Camarillo State Hospital to CSUCI.
The University opened in the fall of 2002 with approximately 1,320 full-time equivalent transfer
students, and the inaugural freshman class was welcomed in the Fall 2003. At full capacity,
targeted for 2025, CSUCI will serve more than 15,000 full-time equivalent students. In addition,
certain portions of the campus will be used for university-related support uses, such as housing
and a business campus with research and development facilities. A Specific Reuse Plan was
adopted in June 2000 to guide the development of these areas.
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3.3 CUMULATIVE DEVELOPMENT
The cumulative development scenario for this SEIR includes projects identified by the
University that would occur within the campus boundaries and two projects in unincorporated
Ventura County lands. The two Ventura County projects are located approximately 2.5 miles
from CSUCI. Other identified projects within Ventura County or the Cities of Camarillo,
Thousand Oaks, or Oxnard were not considered due to their relative distance to the campus.
Table 3-1 identifies the cumulative projects analyzed.
Table 3-1 Cumulative Development
Project Description

Square Footage or Acreage

5-Year Project of Major CSUCI Campus Projects
University Student Union Expansion

25,000 gsf

North Hall Classrooms and Offices

56,000 gsf

Chaparral Hall Art Studios Renovation

44,000 gsf

Gateway Hall Classrooms and Offices

83,000 gsf

Science Building 2

98,000 gsf

CSUCI Total

306,000 gsf

County of Ventura Projects
Pancho Rd Conditional Use Permit for Wedding Events
Facility (Pending)
Laguna Rd Hydroponic tomato production in two 20-acre
greenhouses and 32,500 sf building (Approved)
County of Ventura Total

2.36 acres
40 acres/32,500 sf
42.36 acres/32,500 sf

Source: CSUCI, 2008; and County of Ventura, Resource Management Agency, 2008.
gsf = gross square footage

The CSUCI campus projects in Table 3-1 have been planned for in previous Campus Master
Plans. Therefore, they are not considered new projects and have been adequately planned for
by CSUCI. Regardless, they are still included in the cumulative projects discussion for each
impact studied in this SEIR. Both County of Ventura projects include modifications or
adoptions of Conditional Use Permits. They would modify existing sites by increasing the
development or use of the sites as defined in Table 3-1. No other cumulative development has
been identified within 2.5 miles of the CSUCI campus.
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS
This section discusses the possible environmental effects of the proposed Campus Master Plan
Amendment for the specific issue areas that were identified as having the potential to
experience significant impacts. “Significant effect” is defined by Section 15382 of the State
CEQA Guidelines as “a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the
physical conditions within the area affected by the project including land, air, water, minerals,
flora, fauna, ambient noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic significance. An economic or
social change by itself shall not be considered a significant effect on the environment, but may
be considered in determining whether the physical change is significant.”
The assessment of each issue area begins with a description of the current setting for the issue
area being analyzed, followed by an analysis of the project’s effect within that issue area. The
first subsection of the impact analysis identifies the methodologies used and the “significance
thresholds,” which are those criteria adopted by the State University, other agencies,
universally recognized, or developed specifically for this analysis to determine whether
potential effects are significant. The next subsection describes each impact of the proposed
project, mitigation measures for significant impacts, and the level of significance after
mitigation. Each effect under consideration for an issue area is separately listed in bold text,
with the discussion of the effect and its significance following. Each bolded impact listing also
contains a statement of the significance determination for the environmental impact as follows:
Class I, Significant and Unavoidable: An impact that cannot be reduced to below the
threshold level given reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures. Such an impact
requires a Statement of Overriding Considerations to be issued if the project is approved per
§15093 of the State CEQA Guidelines.
Class II, Significant but Mitigable: An impact that can be reduced to below the threshold
level given reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures. Such an impact requires
findings to be made under §15091 of the State CEQA Guidelines.
Class III, Not Significant: An impact that may be adverse, but does not exceed the threshold
levels and does not require mitigation measures. However, mitigation measures that could
further lessen the environmental effect may be suggested if readily available and easily achievable.
Class IV, Beneficial: An effect that would reduce existing environmental problems or hazards.
Following each environmental effect discussion is a listing of recommended mitigation
measures (if required) and the residual effects or level of significance remaining after
implementation of the measures. In cases where the mitigation measure for an impact could
have a significant environmental impact in another issue area, this impact is discussed as a
residual effect. The impact analysis concludes with a discussion of cumulative effects, which
evaluates the impacts associated with the proposed project in conjunction with other future
development in the area.
Mitigation Measures. It is important to note that this is a Supplemental EIR, and tiers
from the 1998 EIR, 2000 SEIR, and the 2004 SEIR. These documents include mitigation
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measures to reduce environmental impacts. The mitigation measures identified in these
documents would apply to the proposed facilities, unless identified in Section 2.0, Project
Description. There are four mitigation measures that have been altered due to the unfeasibility
or conflicting nature with the proposed facilities projects. These mitigation measures, as
modified, would be supplemented by any additional mitigation measures added through this
EIR..
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4.1 AESTHETICS
4.1.1

Setting

a. Visual Character of the Project Site and Vicinity. Within its geographic context, the
visual character of the project vicinity remains similar to that described in the 1998 FEIR, 2000
SEIR, and 2004 SEIR, with the Santa Monica Mountains and agricultural plains dominating the
viewshed of those traveling on public roads adjacent to the campus. A major change for the
road-traveling viewer has occurred, however. Lewis Road, the main public road used to access
the campus, has been widened realigned to the northerly side of the Calleguas Creek levee. The
widening continues to a point where a new four-lane bridge has been constructed to span
Calleguas Creek at the location of the planned CSUCI campus access road, approximately 200
yards northeast of the Potrero Road intersection at the base of Round Mountain. After the new
access road bridge, the road narrows in width to a two lane configuration. This new roadway
and bridge feature is the most dominant physical change to the visual character of the Lewis
Road corridor
Views of Subject Site from Candidate Scenic Highways. As part of the 1998 EIR process,
County of Ventura planning staff indicated that both Lewis and Potrero Roads are eligible
County Scenic Highways. Because of this status, and because these are the primary public
roadways near the CSUCI campus, the aesthetic impact analyses in this and prior CEQA
prepared by CSUCI have been focused on viewsheds from these roadways.
In 2001, the Ventura County Board of Supervisors approved the Lewis Road Widening Project,
and in so doing, the County approved the realignment of Lewis Road to remain northerly of the
Calleguas Creek levee. This realignment effectively eliminated most of the views of the campus
for the portion of the road that passes in front of the length of the campus on its northwest
facing side, since the Calleguas Creek levee system is tall enough to obstruct views along this
roadway segment. The area between Lewis Road and Long Grade Creek would be developed
with features described in the 2004 Master Plan amendment, and would include athletic fields,
surface parking lots, and primary and secondary access roads. The proposed 2009 Facilities
Projects would add bleachers and a new levee system within this area. However, development
of these facilities would be less visible from Lewis Road than was acknowledged in the 2004
SEIR. Further, the heavily planted entry road bends around the play fields and parking areas,
further blocking them from view.
Overall, the Lewis Road viewshed is dominated by agricultural fields and Round Mountain in
the foreground and the slopes and ridgelines of the Santa Monica Mountains in the background.
Round Mountain forms a major visual feature relative to the proposed project site, and is visible
in many directions for several miles. Other foothills surrounding the campus are also visually
impressive, as they form a dramatic visual transition from the flat Oxnard Plain to the steeplysloped Santa Monica Mountain range. These topographic features collectively represent the
most important visual feature at the subject site from surrounding public roadways.
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Views from Potrero Road are limited because of the topography and viewing angles toward the
property. Most views are limited to close-range vistas of the southern portion of the core
campus area from very close distances. These views can be accessed from Potrero Road
between Round Mountain and at a point less than a mile east of the Academic Core area.
On a clear day, a distant glimpse of the subject site can be gained from travelers on State Route
1 between the Las Posas Road interchange and the Wood Road interchange looking
northeasterly from a distance of three miles. The view is limited to structures on the southwest
side of the Academic Core, and is partially concealed by Round Mountain. None of the
structures are individually identifiable, but instead read as a low-lying white-colored building
complex.
Nighttime Lighting and Daytime Glare. Historically, the subject site has been mainly
lighted along its internal roadway system. Lighting is provided with 1930s-era candle-style
standards. These were retrofitted in 1999 to provide more efficient illumination of the
Academic area. The access road at University Drive is currently unlighted. The result is that the
site has a low level of nighttime lighting when viewed from Lewis Road or Potrero Road.
Daytime glare typically results from automobiles and surface building materials that are highly
reflective. The subject site does not contain a high level of reflective surfaces in the existing
building inventory. The exception is the co-generation facility in the western edge of the
Academic Core, which includes a number of highly reflective framing structure and stainless
steel stacks. A new library structure features expansive areas of glazing and metal finishes as
part of its surface materials treatment, but the building is only visible from locations internal to
the campus, and the surface materials are low-glare and do not result in high levels of glare.
In fact, most of the buildings are buffered from direct view of Lewis Road by the extensive
landscaping of the grounds. Buildings that are readily visible from Potrero Road, including a
row of two-story buildings at the southern periphery of the Academic Core, are not dominated
by reflective surface materials. In general, the subject site is not a source of daytime glare.
b. Regulatory Setting. The California State University, as a state agency, is not subject
to local land use controls, including design review that might otherwise be applicable.
Consequently, there are no County aesthetic regulations that directly govern the development
of the built environment of the campus other than CSU-adopted guidelines. The CSUCI
Architectural Design Guidelines manual guides the physical design details of buildings, open
space areas, parking areas, and other features of the campus built environment. As described in
Section 1.0, Introduction, the CSU Channel Islands Physical Master Plan governs the
development of the Academic Core, the New Access Road Area, and the on-campus open space
system. The CSUCI Site Authority has overall authority over the Reuse Plan areas of campus,
including the University Glen residential area and the Town Center mixed-use development.
Site plan review and approval of these areas is conducted by the Site Authority, while schematic
architectural designs and building site plans for the academic and general campus areas are
reviewed and regulated by the CSU campus architects and system wide planning officials. The
areas of campus subject to change from the 2009 Facilities Projects are entirely under the
authority of CSU officials and will not require involvement from the Site Authority.
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4.1.2 Impact Analysis and Mitigation Measures
a. Methodology and Significance Thresholds. The assessment of aesthetic impacts
involves qualitative analysis that is inherently subjective in nature. Different viewers react to
viewsheds and aesthetic conditions differently. This evaluation measures the existing visual
resource against the proposed action, analyzing the nature of the anticipated change
considering the fact that a campus complex is already largely established at the subject site.
Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines suggests that significant impacts could occur if a
project:
x
x
x
x

Has a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista;
Substantially damages scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway;
Substantially degrades the existing visual character or quality of the site and its
surroundings; or
Creates a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime view in the area.

An impact is considered significant if it can be reasonably argued that (a) the change would
adversely affect a viewshed from a public viewing area (such as a park, roadway, or other
publicly-accessible property), (b) new light and glare sources would be introduced that
substantially alter the nighttime lighting character of the area, or (c) an existing identified visual
resource would be adversely altered or obstructed.
In this analysis, modifications to the viewshed were considered less than significant if the
modification would be unnoticeable or visually subordinate to existing predominating features.
A modification that would be visually dominant, or one that would significantly and adversely
modify the existing view is considered a significant impact.
b. Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures. Elements of the proposed 2009 Facilities
Projects that may adversely affect the aesthetics of the site beyond what was discussed in the
1998 EIR, 2000 SEIR, and 2004 EIR are described below by type.
New Physical Features in the Viewshed
x

x
x

Whereas the 2004 Master Plan revisions included the development of new access roads,
surface parking, and playfields within the 153-acre New Access Road area, the 2009
Facilities Project provides detailed landscaping and roadway geometrics plans that both
revise and further define these facilities. The proposed athletic fields would be
improved to include bleacher seating and restroom and locker facilities.
A new levee system would be developed, allowing for greater floodwater storage in
rainy times and a wider riparian meander area. The new levee would be equipped with
a Class 1 multi-purpose trail.
The proposed project would include lighted bike paths on the new and old levees. A
new flood control levee would be constructed within the upland area north of Long
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x
x
x

Grade Canyon Creek (see Figure 2-4 and Figure 2-5). The levee would be 10 feet wide at
the top and has been designed to accommodate a lighted Class 1 bike path/multi use
path.
Lighting proposed for athletic fields would be allowed to reach 33 feet in height, as
opposed to the 30-feet currently required.
Potential upgrade/construction of an electrical substation near the existing cogeneration
facility to handle the increasing electrical demand of the campus.
Installation of field lighting at the Potrero Road athletic fields.

Potential Future Land Conveyance
x

Under the proposed project, the CSUCI would potentially take control of about 370
additional acres of Ventura County-owned public open space land adjacent to the north
side of campus [see Figure 2-3(b)] pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 550 (e). CSUCI proposes to
preserve the site in its current use, while facilitating minor improvements to the site to
enable regional educational and passive recreation area, consistent with the previous
intended use of the site. This includes the development of a trailhead facility that would
provide hiking access to the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreational Area.

Revisions to Previously-Adopted Mitigation Measures
x

The proposed project involves revisions to mitigation measures that would enable
reduction of landscaping for parking areas and an increase in the height of lighting.
These changes would result in a different visual environment than currently envisioned.
AES-2(g)

All surface parking areas shall include a minimum of 15%
landscaped area, and shading shall cover a minimum of 35% of
the surface area when trees are 10 years of age. All surface
parking south of Long Grade Canyon Creek shall include
perimeter landscaping on all sides and shall achieve a 10%
coverage within five years of installation. Perimeter plant
material shall be of a sufficient height to obscure vehicle
headlights when the parking lot is viewed by a pedestrian at a ten
meter distance. Landscaping shall be compatible in design with
the existing landscape treatment, as determined by the Master
Plan landscape architect. In order to provide visual relief, glare
reduction, and shade, large-canopy trees planted in an orchard
siting arrangement are recommended. Pedestrian amenities shall
be incorporated into the surface lot areas, including but not
limited to textured paving at aisle crosswalks, walkways through
parking aisles, bollard-style lighting, and seating areas.

S-AES-3(a)

Prior to development, proposed lighting shall be indicated on site
plans that demonstrate that spillover of lighting would not affect
surrounding areas. Nighttime lighting standards shall be limited
to 30 33-feet in height. The lighting plan shall incorporate lighting
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that directs light pools downward or otherwise shields adjacent
areas from glare. Light fixtures that shield excessive brightness at
night shall be included in the lighting plan. Non-glare lighting
shall be used.
03-AES-3(b)

Planned surface parking areas shall be landscaped with orchard
style plantings, with trees organized in a grid pattern and planted
at no less than 30 feet on center. Canopy coverage from directly
overhead shall achieve 50% within five years of installation.
Perimeter planting areas shall surround parking lot on all sides,
and shall measure no less than 10 feet in depth. Perimeter plant
material shall be of a sufficient height to obscure vehicle
headlights when the parking lot is viewed by a pedestrian at a ten
meter distance. Tree species and plant material shall be approved
by the Campus Architect.

These planned changes of existing and planned project features are evaluated as they relate to
the impact statements below.
09-Impact AES-1

The proposed project would alter the public viewshed
from County eligible Scenic Highways and the aesthetic
condition of the planned access road and surface parking
lots would be altered through revised mitigation
measures and new design details. The combined
aesthetic effects would be considered similar to those
proposed in the 2004 Amendment. This is a Class III, less
than significant impact.

The 2009 Facilities Projects would provide for detailed design features and construction of the
previously planned access roadway, playfields, and surface parking areas as well as a new levee
system within the 153-acre New Access Road Area that lies north of Long Grade Canyon Creek
and east of Calleguas Creek as analyzed in the 2004 Master Plan Update.
In 2001, the Ventura County Board of Supervisors approved the Lewis Road Widening Project,
and in so doing, the County decided to realign Lewis Road to remain northerly of Calleguas
Creek. The project included the construction of a bridge over Calleguas Creek at the connection
point to the planned new access road to the CSUCI campus. The project was completed in 2007.
The realignment of Lewis Road north of the Calleguas Creek levee has had the result of
partially obscuring views of the campus from this segment of Lewis Road, now called South
Lewis Road. A portion of the 153-acre Access Road Area remains visible from portions of Lewis
Road. View corridors are shown on Figures 4.1-1A and 4.1-1B.
Athletic Field Features and Lighting Standards. Changes to the design within this area
would include a relaxation of height limits for the surface parking lot lighting poles from 30 feet
to 33 feet, and the introduction of athletic field support facilities such as bleacher seating, locker
facilities. In addition, lighting would be added to the Potrero Road athletic fields. The changed
features in the access road land area could be visible from the portions Lewis Roads, however,
California State University Channel Islands
4.1-5

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 4.1 Aesthetics

the surrounding Santa Monica Mountains would remain the visually dominant features of the
viewshed. The athletic field lighting would be visible along a segment of Potrero Road, but
would be subsidiary to existing structures within the Academic Core or to Round Mountain
and other hillsides. In both cases, viewers would glimpse these features in a fleeting way, given
that average speeds on this section of roadway are between 40 and 50 miles per hour. Of
course, motorists using the new access road would view all of the new and changed features
proposed within the New Access Road Area as they approach the campus using the new access
road itself. The relaxation of lighting standards and introduction of athletic fields support
facilities would represent a de minimis change to existing planned visual conditions and impacts
would be less than significant.
New Levee System. A new levee system would be developed, allowing for greater
floodwater storage in rainy times and a wider riparian meander area. The new levee would be
equipped with a Class 1 multi-purpose trail that would be lighted and would partially block
views of the campus from Lewis Road. However, the new levee design would expand the
width of the riparian habitat area by approximately 30%, improving the natural vegetative look
of the Long Grade Canyon Creek channel. Expansion of the riparian habitat area would
complement the adjacent backdrop of Round Mountain and generally improve the aesthetics of
this portion of the planning area. Therefore, impacts from construction of the new levee system
would be potentially beneficial, and less than significant.
Road Design. The Facilities Projects proposes a roadway design that is more site specific
than previous preliminary designs outlined in the 1998, 2000, and 2004 CEQA documents.
Roadway design would include a gentle s-curve shape with a central vegetated bio-swale
treatment component between the east and westbound lanes. The landscape design is shown in
Figure 2-5, Typical Landscaping Primary Access Road. The central median bioswale would be
vegetated with wetland types of vegetation transitioning to riparian edge vegetation and would
include oak woodland and oak savannah vegetation near the outside edges of the roadway.
The result would be the introduction of hundreds of native and cultivar tree species, providing
a major landscape design feature for the New Access Road Area. This improvement would be
expected to enhance the views of travelers entering campus from the new access road and along
the southwestern-most segment of Lewis Road. The change would be considered a beneficial
aesthetic impact for the entry road area.
Parking Lots. Surface parking lots as proposed in the 2009 Facilities Projects
would no longer include orchard style plantings. Mitigation measures AES-2(g) and 03AES-3(b) would be altered to accommodate the 2009 proposed Facilities Projects changes
to parking lot landscaping. The “orchard style planting” would be relocated to the
roadway area, futher concealing the parking from the new road. Landscaping is
proposed along the perimeter of the parking lot and tree plantings would be reduced
from 50% canopy coverage to approximately 10%. Reduction of tree plantings in the
parking areas would allow the University to incorporate pole-mounted solar panel
arrays in these lots at a future date, which the orchard-style planting scheme would not.
Although tree canopy coverage would be reduced with the new parking lot landscaping
scheme, the proposed planting scheme of the new access road would more than double
the amount of planned trees in the area. The change would essentially offset the
reduction of tree plantings proposed for the surface parking lots. Therefore, changes to
California State University Channel Islands
4.1-6

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 4.1 Aesthetics

Photo A - View towards campus from Cawelti Road. Agricultural fields and the Santa Monica
Mountains are the dominant features of the viewshed.

Photo B - View towards campus from Lewis Road near University Drive. Agricultural fields and trees are prominent in the foreground and the Santa Monica Mountains
dominate the background of the viewshed.
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Photo D - The Facilities Projects would be visible from the portion of Lewis Road just south of the bridge. The Santa Monica Mountains
and Round Mountain remain the dominant viewshed features along with existing buildings on campus. Facilities Projects would be
secondary to these prominent features.
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this view corridor. Therefore, proposed Facilities Projects would not detract from the Lewis Road viewshed.
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Photo E - Traveling further south on Lewis Road, views of Round Mountain remain visually dominant and
views of buildings on campus become more prominent. The Facilities Projects would be visible, but would
remain secondary and would not detract from the dominant viewshed features.
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is also visually prominent from this corridor. Athletic field lighting would be visible along this segment of
Potrero Road but would be subsidiary to existing structures and Round Mountain.
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the landscaping of the surface parking lots would be considered less than significant.
Electrical Substation. A cogeneration facility constructed in the 1980s to provide power
and steam to the former hospital continues to serve CSUCI. To satisfy the electrical power
demand in the future due to continued campus growth, the campus proposes to construct an
electrical substation. The new substation would be constructed in the area adjacent to the
Cogeneration Plant and the new Central Plant. CSUCI proposes to construct a new substation
that will be designed for the future addition of a second transformer and secondary main
breaker. This project is currently in a planning and design stage. All improvements related to
the substation would be confined to the area of the existing cogeneration facility. The electrical
substation would be constructed and completed within six months and is planned for operation
prior to winter of 2009.
The Electric substation may be visible from a portion of Lewis Road, but it would be visually
subordinate to the existing Cogeneration Plant, which would be more than double the height
and several times larger in scale. The Substation would not be visible from Potrero Road as the
viewshed is foreshortened by hillsides. Moreover, the campus proposes to remove the above
ground Southern California Edison (SCE) transmission towers and lines located in the area and
install the lines underground within SCE easements in the area. Therefore, impacts from the
upgrade of the electrical substation facility would be less than significant and would be
beneficial with respect to undergrounding of utilities.
Potential Future Open Space Conveyance Area. The potential future Open Space
Conveyance area would not be visible from the County eligible Scenic Highways. No
substantial facilities are planned for the area. Therefore, impacts would be less than
significant.
Mitigation Measures. Impacts to County eligible Scenic Highways public
viewsheds would not be significantly altered from current conditions. The aesthetic
conditions of the area would not be significantly altered and in some areas would be
generally improved with implementation of the Facilities Projects. Impacts are less than
significant without mitigation.
Significance After Mitigation. Alterations to the public viewsheds from County
eligible Scenic Highways and changes in the aesthetic conditions of the site from
implementation of the Facilities Projects would be less than significant without
mitigation.
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09-Impact AES-2

The proposed project would create new sources of light
and glare through modifications to planting standards for
new surface parking lots, installation of athletic fields
lighting at the Potrero Road fields, an electrical
substation, and lighting along access roads and bike paths
along the old and new levees. Additionally, lighting
height standards would change from 30 feet to 33 feet in
height. This is considered a Class II, significant but
mitigable impact.

Site illumination provides safety for traffic movement and crossings, warns of hazards, and
increases security. It can also serve to interpret the site plan arrangement by giving emphasis to
focal points, gathering places, and building entrances. Planned surface parking lots, athletic
fields, the electrical substation, access roads, and bike paths would be equipped with lighting to
serve the beneficial functions intended. In addition, cars in the parking lots, bleacher structures,
and the electrical substation could result in additional glare.
Parking Lots. Under the 2009 Facilities Projects, landscaping for the proposed parking
lots would be reduced from levels previously proposed through modification of mitigation
measure 03-AES-3(b). However, perimeter landscaping would be provided per the language in
mitigation measure 03-AES-3(b) and mitigation measure AES-3(a) would address the
illumination of all parking areas, which would be accomplished in a manner that minimizes
spillage of light canopies away from the lighted area. Lighting standards shall be designed to
achieve one (1) foot-candle at the property line, considering weather conditions. Therefore,
impacts from parking lot lighting would be less than significant.
Roadways and Athletic Fields. The 2009 Facilities Projects proposes lighting of the
access roads and athletic fields at a height of 33-feet. The 2000 SEIR mitigation measure S-AES3(a) sets a limit of lighting standards to 30-feet in height. The proposed project would amend SAES-3(a) to allow for nighttime lighting of up to 33-feet in height. Depending on the degree
and intensity of new nighttime lighting, and the physical extent of its installation, the ambient
nighttime lighting of the athletic fields and campus could adversely affect the outlying rural
area by extending urban pattern development and diminishing dark skies.
AES-1(e) addresses nighttime lighting of the athletic fields, which shall be of such a design as to
not generate light pools in excess of 1 foot-candle at a distance of 100 feet from the field area.
Additionally, AES-1(f) requires tree row perimeter landscaping of recreational fields be
incorporated into the design such that mature canopies would interrupt light pools from
spilling offsite along the Potrero Road corridor. Mitigation Measure S-AES-1(d) requires that
permanent athletic field structural elements made of metal materials such as fences, bleachers,
and lighting posts be coated with non-reflective dark gray to black in order to minimize their
intrusion into the visual environment. This measure would require that restrooms and other
support structures be surface-treated or painted in earthen tones that complement the color
palette of Round Mountain and the adjacent wetlands and agricultural fields. Pools of light
created by lighting of the athletic fields would be limited to the athletic fields and would not
spill on to adjacent farmlands with adherence to these existing mitigation measures.
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Additionally, lighting of the Potrero Road athletic fields would essentially result in an extension
of existing campus lighted areas, and would not be introducing light in an area that is entirely
dark. Lighting of the Santa Cruz Village dormitory and its surface parking areas and the
interior buildings of the campus are visible from the Potrero Road fields. Therefore, impacts
from the introduction of athletic field support facilities and lighting would be considered less
than significant.
Levee Bicycle Paths. Class I bicycle paths are proposed to be built atop the old and
proposed new levees to facilitate access to and from the Academic Core and Lewis Road. These
bicycle paths would require lighting for safety and to facilitate nighttime usage. Bicycle path
lighting would introduce new nighttime lighting to the New Access Road Area. Mitigation
measures are included below to soften the effects of bicycle path nighttime lighting. Impacts
would be less than significant with the inclusion of the mitigation measures below.
Mitigation Measures. In addition to the applicable mitigation measures from the 1998
and 2000 EIRs mentioned above, the following mitigation measures would further reduce the
adverse effects of new sources of light and glare created by the Facilities Projects.
09-AES-2(a)

Bicycle Path Light Standards. Lighting along the proposed bike paths
shall be of a bollard-style design and pedestrian in scale, and shall not
exceed a height of fifteen-feet. Fixtures shall be architecturally
compatible with surrounding development. When streetlights are
included to light access points, they shall be at a pedestrian scale.

09-AES-2(b)

Induction Light Bulbs. Nighttime lighting fixtures shall utilize induction
or other energy efficient light.

09-AES-2(c)

Surface Material of Electric Substation. Surface materials of the
electrical substation shall not be constructed of or coated with nonreflective material. If painted, the color shall be a dark hue with a mattefinish. Material and color shall be approved by the CSUCI Campus
Architect.

09-AES-2(d)

Dark Skies. All outdoor lighting shall implement the following “dark sky
friendly” lighting design specifications by the International Dark-Sky
Association to protect the nighttime environment from light pollution
including sky glow, glare, light trespass, light clutter, decreased visibility,
and energy waste.
x

Low glare lighting equipment shall be incorporated. Area lighting,
such as for parking lots, shall utilize full cutoff luminaries. Pedestrian
and entry lighting shall utilize full cutoff luminaries or low wattage
luminaries. Façade/architectural lighting shall be aimed from the top
down or otherwise make certain that any uplight does not escape the
lines of the building.
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x
x

x
x

Landscape and security lighting shall be fully shielded so that the
majority of light hits the target and is shielded from normal viewing
angles and does not cause glare.
Areas shall not be over-lit. Lighting levels shall be kept low so as not
to create reflected light that may contribute to sky glow. Projects shall
target lower lighting levels and better uniformity for improved safety
and security lighting.
Lights shall be turned off when not needed. Landscape and façade
lighting shall be turned off after midnight or earlier. Parking lot
luminaries shall also be turned off after midnight or earlier.
Project shall consult a certified lighting designer prior to design
selection regarding design techniques and dark sky friendly lighting.

Significance After Mitigation. Effects from potential light and glare sources from newly
proposed facilities, parking areas, and roadways would be considered less than significant with
implementation of the above mitigation measures. In addition, mitigation measure 09-BIO-1(c)
further limits lighting in areas adjacent to special status species.
09-Impact AES-3 The proposed facilities projects include a potential future
Open Space Conveyance Area of about 370 additional acres
adjacent to the north side of campus. CSUCI proposes to
maintain and enhance the conveyed land for public access.
Transfer of the property as proposed for future uses would
not have adverse aesthetic impacts. This is a Class III, less
than significant impact.
Under the proposed project, CSUCI would potentially receive approximately 370-acres adjacent
to the north side of campus pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 550 (e). CSUCI would potentially accept the
land conveyance in order to preserve and improve the site into a multi-use regional educational
and passive recreational area, consistent with the previous intended use of the site. CSUCI
would construct a parking lot and restrooms to service the area.
The University would preserve portions of the site as open space and wildlife habitat while
providing community access and education programs. CSUCI would improve the property by
rehabilitating some structures, removing unsafe structures, and restoring natural areas.
Trailheads and parking would be developed at a future date. Such features would be
considered low impact, and not disruptive of the existing visual conditions.
Mitigation Measures. CSUCI’s acquisition of the 370-acre land area would generally
improve the aesthetics of the acquired land through maintenance and restoration. No mitigation
measures would be necessary.
Significance After Mitigation. Acquisition of the 370-acres is less than significant without
mitigation.
09-Impact AES-4 Revisions to Previously Adopted Mitigation Measures
intended to address previously-identified aesthetic impacts
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could affect the visual environment by modifying parking
lot planting and lighting standards. These policy changes are
considered Class III, less than significant impacts.
As presented above, three previously existing mitigation measures would be modified.
Parking Lots. The 2009 Facilities Projects would relocate the orchard-style landscaping
to the entry road. Instead, the parking areas would include only perimeter landscaping and
canopy coverage would achieve 10% coverage within five years of installation. Existing
mitigation measures from the 1998 and 2004 EIRs addressing parking lot landscaping are
included below. Language to be removed from previous mitigation measures is shown with
strikethrough to delineate deletions and underline to delineate additions.
AES-2(g)

All surface parking areas shall include a minimum of 15%
landscaped area, and shading shall cover a minimum of 35% of
the surface area when trees are 10 years of age. All surface
parking south of Long Grade Canyon Creek shall include
perimeter landscaping on all sides and shall achieve a 10%
coverage within five years of installation. Perimeter plant
material shall be of a sufficient height to obscure vehicle
headlights when the parking lot is viewed by a pedestrian at a ten
meter distance. Landscaping shall be compatible in design with
the existing landscape treatment, as determined by the Master
Plan landscape architect. In order to provide visual relief, glare
reduction, and shade, large-canopy trees planted in an orchard
siting arrangement are recommended. Pedestrian amenities shall
be incorporated into the surface lot areas, including but not
limited to textured paving at aisle crosswalks, walkways through
parking aisles, bollard-style lighting, and seating areas.

03-AES-3(b)

Planned surface parking areas shall be landscaped with orchard
style plantings, with trees organized in a grid pattern and planted
at no less than 30 feet on center. Canopy coverage from directly
overhead shall achieve 50% within five years of installation.
Perimeter planting areas shall surround parking lot on all sides,
and shall measure no less than 10 feet in depth. Perimeter plant
material shall be of a sufficient height to obscure vehicle
headlights when the parking lot is viewed by a pedestrian at a ten
meter distance. Tree species and plant material shall be approved
by the Campus Architect.

Reduction in parking lot tree coverage would be offset by the proposed landscaping
plan for the new entrance road which would more than double the amount of existing
trees in the area. Impacts resulting from revisions made to parking lot landscaping plans
would be less than significant.
Lighting Standards. The Facilities Projects proposes a relaxation of lighting
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height standards from a 30-foot maximum height standard established in the 2000 SEIR
to a new maximum height of 33-feet. Revisions to this mitigation measures is shown
below in strikethrough and underline format.
S-AES-3(a)

Prior to development, proposed lighting shall be indicated on site
plans that demonstrate that spillover of lighting would not affect
surrounding areas. Nighttime lighting standards shall be limited
to 30 33-feet in height. The lighting plan shall incorporate lighting
that directs light pools downward or otherwise shields adjacent
areas from glare. Light fixtures that shield excessive brightness at
night shall be included in the lighting plan. Non-glare lighting
shall be used.

The change in the criterion to allow an additional three feet in height for lighting standards
would result in a nominal increase in the lighting spread pool and allow for concrete bases on
the standard 30 foot poles. Lighting would remain subject to previously adopted mitigation
measures that address the generation of light pool spread. Perimeter landscaping requirements
would further mitigate the spread of lighting from parking lots. Therefore, changed to
anticipated lighting impacts would be considered less than significant.
Mitigation Measures. Amendments to existing mitigation measures would be less than
significant, and therefore no mitigation measures would be necessary.
Significance After Mitigation. The proposed changes to existing mitigation measures
above would be less than significant without mitigation.
c. Cumulative Impacts. For the purposes of this Supplemental EIR, the cumulative
geography of the proposed project area includes the southeastern edge of the Oxnard Plain, in
the vicinity of Calleguas Creek. In general the overall aesthetic condition in these areas is not
expected to undergo major changes within the buildout period of the Master Plan. The
proposed 2009 Facilities Projects, in combination with pending and approved development on
the CSUCI campus and elsewhere in this part of Ventura County as identified in Table 3-1,
could contribute to the degradation of the area’s aesthetics. However, the projects included in
the cumulative development scenario do not include urban facilities components that would
result in significant alterations to the area’s aesthetics and would generally complement and
improve aesthetics in some areas. For that reason, cumulative air quality impacts are
considered less than significant.
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4.2
4.2.1

AIR QUALITY

Setting

a. Local Climate and Meteorology. The semi-permanent high-pressure system west of
the Pacific coast strongly influences California’s weather. It creates sunny skies throughout the
summer and influences the pathway and occurrence of low pressure weather systems that bring
rainfall to the area during October through April. As a result, wintertime temperatures at the
university site are generally mild, while summers are warm and dry. During the day, the
predominant wind direction is from the west and southwest, and at night, wind direction is
from the north.
These predominant wind patterns are occasionally broken during the winter by storms coming
from the north and northwest and by episodic Santa Ana winds. Santa Ana winds are strong
northerly to northeasterly winds that originate from high-pressure areas centered over the
desert of the Great Basin. These winds are usually warm, very dry, and often full of dust. They
are particularly strong in the mountain passes and at the mouths of canyons.
Daytime summer temperatures in the area average from the high 70s to the high 80s. Nighttime
low temperatures during the summer are typically in the high 50s to low 60s, while the winter
high temperature tends to be in the 60s. Winter low temperatures are in the 40s. Annual
average rainfall in Camarillo ranges from about 14 to 16 inches.
Two types of temperature inversions (warmer air on top of colder air) are created in the
Ventura County area: subsidence and radiational (surface). The subsidence inversion is a
regional effect created by the Pacific high in which air is heated as it is compressed when it
flows from the high pressure area to the low pressure areas inland. This type of inversion
generally forms at about 1,000 to 2,000 feet and can occur throughout the year, but is most
evident during the summer months. Surface inversions are formed by the more rapid cooling
of air near the ground at night, especially during winter. This type of inversion is typically
lower and is generally accompanied by stable air. Both types of inversions limit the dispersal of
air pollutants within the regional airshed. The primary air pollutant of concern during the
subsidence inversions is ozone, while carbon monoxide (CO) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) are of
greatest concern during winter inversions.
b. Current Ambient Air Quality. Federal and state standards have been established for
ozone, CO, nitrogen dioxide (NO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), particulates less than 10 microns in
diameter (PM10), and lead. California has also set standards for sulfates, hydrogen sulfide, vinyl
chloride, and visibility reducing particles. The United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) recently announced changes to the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone
and particulate matter. The federal ozone standard was lowered to 0.08 milligrams per liter
(mg/l) and the averaging period was changed from one-hour to an eight-hour running average.
A new particulate matter standard for 2.5 micron particulates (PM2.5) was created in addition to
the standard for 10 micron particulates (PM10).
Local air pollution control districts are required to monitor air pollutant levels to ensure that air
quality standards are met and, if they are not met, to develop strategies to meet the standards.
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Air basins in which air pollutant standards are exceeded are referred to as “nonattainment
areas.” The Ventura County Air Basin, in which the project site is located, is a nonattainment
area for both the federal and state standards for ozone and the state standard for PM10.
The El Rio air quality monitoring station is the closest station the project site. This station
measures ozone, NO2, and PM10. None of the monitoring stations within Ventura County
record CO measurements. Table 4.2-1 summarizes the annual air quality data over the past
three years for the local airshed. The criteria pollutants and their potential health effects are
described below.
Carbon Monoxide. Carbon monoxide, a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas, is a local
pollutant that in high concentrations is found only very near the source. Carbon monoxide is a
by-product of fuel combustion, but is generally not a concern with typical residential stationary
sources (gas water and space heaters, gas dryers) since these are required by law to be properly
vented. Automobile traffic is a major source of carbon monoxide with elevated concentrations
usually found only near areas of high traffic volumes. Carbon monoxide’s health effects are
related to its affinity for hemoglobin in the blood. At high concentrations, carbon monoxide
reduces the amount of oxygen in the blood, causing heart difficulties in people with chronic
diseases, reduced lung capacity and impaired mental abilities.
Ozone. Ozone is produced by a photochemical reaction (triggered by sunlight) between
nitrogen oxides (NOx) and reactive organic gases (ROG).1 Nitrogen oxides are formed during
fuel combustion while reactive organic gases are formed during combustion and evaporation of
organic solvents. Because ozone requires sunlight to form, it mostly occurs in concentrations
considered serious between the months of May and October. Ozone is a pungent, colorless
toxic gas that can cause detrimental health effects including respiratory and eye irritation and
possible changes in lung functions. Groups most sensitive to ozone include children, the
elderly, persons with respiratory disorders, and people who exercise strenuously outdoors.
Nitrogen Dioxide. Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) is a by-product of fuel combustion, with the
primary source being motor vehicles and industrial boilers and furnaces. The principal form of
nitrogen oxide produced by combustion is nitric oxide (NO), but NO reacts rapidly to form
NO2, creating the mixture of NO and NO2 commonly called NOx. Nitrogen dioxide is an acute
irritant, but at typical atmospheric concentrations, it is only potentially irritating. A relationship
between NO2 and chronic pulmonary fibrosis may exist, and an increase in bronchitis in young
children at concentrations below 0.3 parts per million (ppm) may occur. Nitrogen dioxide
absorbs blue light and causes a reddish brown cast to the atmosphere and reduced visibility. It
can also contribute to the formation of PM10 and acid rain.
Suspended Particulates. PM10 is small particulate matter measuring no more than 10
microns in diameter, while PM2.5 is fine particulate matter measuring no more than 2.5 microns
1

Organic compound precursors of ozone are routinely described by a number of variations of three terms: hydrocarbons (HC),
organic gases (OG), and organic compounds (OC). These terms are often modified by adjectives such as total, reactive, or volatile,
and result in a rather confusing array of acronyms: HC, THC (total hydrocarbons), RHC (reactive hydrocarbons), TOG (total organic
gases), ROG (reactive organic gases), TOC (total organic compounds), ROC (reactive organic compounds), and VOC (volatile
organic compounds). While most of these differ in some significant way from a chemical perspective, from an air quality perspective
two groups are important: non-photochemically reactive in the lower atmosphere, or photochemically reactive in the lower
atmosphere (HC, RHC, ROG, ROC, and VOC). VCAPCD uses the abbreviations ROG and ROC interchangeably to denote organic
precursors.
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in diameter. Suspended particulates are mostly dust particles, nitrates, and sulfates.
Suspended particulates are a by-product of fuel combustion and wind erosion of soil and
unpaved roads, and are directly introduced into the atmosphere through these processes.
Suspended particulates are also created in the atmosphere through chemical reactions. The
characteristics, sources, and potential health effects associated with the small particulates (those
between 2.5 and 10 microns in diameter) and fine particulates (PM2.5) can be very different. The
small particulates generally come from windblown dust and dust kicked up from mobile
sources. The fine particulates are generally associated with combustion processes as well as
being formed in the atmosphere as a secondary pollutant through chemical reactions. Fine
particulate matter is more likely to penetrate deeply into the lungs and poses a serious health
threat to all groups, but particularly to the elderly, children, and those with respiratory
problems. More than half of the small and fine particulate matter that is inhaled into the lungs
remains there, which can cause permanent lung damage. These materials can damage health by
interfering with the body’s mechanisms for clearing the respiratory tract or by acting as carriers
of an adsorbed toxic substance.
Table 4.2-1 Ambient Air Quality Data at the El Rio Monitoring
Station
Pollutant

2005

2006

2007

0.076

0.089

0.089

Number of days of state exceedance (>0.09 ppm)

0

0

0

Number of days of federal exceedance (>0.12 ppm)

0

0

0

0.067

0.070

0.072

0

0

0

Carbon Monoxide – maximum 8-hour concentration (ppm)

n/a

n/a

n/a

Number of days of state 8-hour exceedance (>9 ppm)

n/a

n/a

n/a

0.070

0.050

0.053

0

0

0

Particulate Matter <10 microns, California maximum 24-hour
3
average concentration in Pg/m

54.4

119.1

248.0

Number of days of state 24-hour exceedance (>50
3
Pg/m ) sampled/calculated

2

4

2

Number of days of national 24-hour exceedance (>150
3
Pg/m ) sampled/calculated

0

0

1

35.2

29.8

39.9

0

0

1

Ozone, ppm - maximum hourly concentration (ppm)

Ozone, ppm – maximum 8 hour average
Number of days of federal 8-hour average exceedance
(>0.08 ppm)

Nitrogen Dioxide – maximum 1-hour concentration (ppm)
Number of days above state exceedances (>0.25 ppm)

Particulate Matter <2.5 microns, California maximum 24-hour
3
average concentration in Pg/m
Number of federal 24-hour measured days exceedance
3
(65 Pg/m )

ND = No Data
3
* Standard to be reduced to 20 Pg/m effective mid- 2003.
** Data history at site is insufficient to determine when high concentrations are expected.
*** Insufficient (or no) data available to determine the value.
Source: California Air Resources Board, Air Quality Data Statistics,
http://www.arb.ca.gov/aqd/aqd.htm.
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The pollutants of greatest concern in Ventura County are ozone and PM10. Concentrations of
PM have exceeded state standards on one or more days during each of the past three calendar
years. Ozone is a secondary pollutant that is not produced directly by a source, but rather is
formed by a reaction between NOx and reactive organic compounds (ROC) in the presence of
sunlight. Reductions in ozone concentrations are dependent upon reducing emissions of these
precursors. The major sources of ozone precursors in Ventura County are motor vehicles and
other mobile equipment, solvent use, pesticide application, the petroleum industry, and electric
utilities. The major sources of PM10 are road dust, construction, mobile sources, and farming
operations. Locally, Santa Ana winds are responsible for entraining dust and occasionally
causing elevated PM10 levels.
c. Air Pollution Regulation. Both the federal and state governments have established
ambient air quality standards for the protection of public health. The USEPA is the federal
agency designated to administer air quality regulation, while the California Air Resources
Board (CARB) is the state equivalent in the California Environmental Protection Agency. Local
control in air quality management is provided by the CARB through county-level Air Pollution
Control Districts (APCDs). The CARB has established air quality standards and is responsible
for the control of mobile emission sources, while the local APCDs are responsible for enforcing
standards and regulating stationary sources. The CARB has established 14 air basins statewide.
The project site is located in the Ventura County Air Basin, which is under the jurisdiction of the
Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (APCD).
The 2007 Ventura County Air Quality Management Plan (2007 AQMP), adopted by the Ventura
County Air Pollution Control Board on May 13, 2008, presents Ventura County’s strategy for
attaining the federal 8-hour ozone standard as required by the federal Clean Air Act
Amendments of 1990. The 2007 AQMP also presents the District’s Triennial Assessment and
Plan Update required by the California Clean Air Act of 1988.
The 2007 AQMP contains an attainment demonstration (photochemical modeling and weight of
evidence analyses) showing that Ventura County will attain the federal 8-hour ozone standard
by June 15, 2013, the deadline for serious 8-hour ozone nonattainment areas. Table 4.2-2
illustrates the current federal and state air quality standards and the attainment status of the
pollutants. The 2007 AQMP also contains: a Reasonable Further Progress demonstration, a
Motor Vehicle Conformity Budget for transportation conformity purposes, an emissions
inventory and emission forecasts, and a local control strategy containing several new and
“further study” emission control measures. The new control measures are proposed revisions to
existing District rules that District staff has found practicable for Ventura County pursuant to
the separate every feasible measure requirement of the California Clean Air Act. The 2007
AQMP also incorporates the California Air Resources Board’s State Strategy to achieve the
additional emission reductions needed for all areas of the state, including Ventura County, to
attain the federal 8-hour ozone standard.
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Table 4.2-2 Current Federal and State Ambient Air Quality Standards and Attainment
Status
Pollutant

Federal Standard

Federal Attainment
Status

California Standard

State Attainment
Status

Ozone

0.08 ppm (8-hr avg)

Nonattainment

0.09 ppm (1-hr avg)
0.07 ppm (8-hr avg)*

Nonattainment

Carbon Monoxide

9.0 ppm (8-hr avg)
35.0 ppm (1-hr avg)

Unclassified/
Attainment

9.0 ppm (8-hr avg)
20.0 ppm (1-hr avg)

Attainment

Nitrogen Dioxide

0.053 ppm (annual avg)

Unclassified/
Attainment

0.18 ppm (1-hr avg)

Attainment

Respirable
Particulate Matter
(PM10)

50 Pg/m (annual avg)
3
150 Pg/m (24-hr avg)

Unclassified/
Attainment

20 Pg/m3 (annual avg)
3
50 Pg/m (24-hr avg)

Nonattainment

Fine Particulate
Matter (PM2.5)

3
15 Pg/m (annual avg)
3
35 Pg/m (24-hr avg)

Unclassified/
Attainment

12 Pg/m3 (annual avg)

Nonattainment

3

ppm = parts per million
Pg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter
Source: California Air Resources Board, February 2, 2007.
*This concentration was approved by the California Air Resources Board on April 28, 2005 and became effective on May 17,
2006.

d. Sensitive Receptors. Ambient air quality standards have been established to
represent the levels of air quality considered sufficient, with an adequate margin of safety, to
protect public health and welfare. They are designed to protect that segment of the public most
susceptible to respiratory distress, such as children under 14; the elderly over 65; persons
engaged in strenuous work or exercise; and people with cardiovascular and chronic respiratory
diseases. The majority of sensitive receptor locations are therefore schools, hospitals, and
residences.
Because the CSUCI is an institution, the entire site is considered a sensitive use. However,
certain portions of the campus are considered to be more sensitive than others such as the
residential halls which are located in the western portions of the South Quad. These areas are
adjacent to Potrero Road and the Potrero Soccer Fields.

4.2.2

Impact Analysis and Mitigation Measures

a. Methodology and Significance Thresholds. The analysis of the proposed project’s
air quality impacts follows the guidance and methodologies recommended in the Ventura
County APCD’s Guidelines for the Preparation of Air Quality Impact Analyses (APCD Guidelines)
(2003) and Air Quality Management Plan (2007). The Air Quality Assessment Guidelines
recommend the use of the latest version of the URBEMIS program, which is provided by the
ARB. The currently approved program is URBEMIS 2007 9.2.4. This program was used to
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estimate air pollutant emissions associated with project operation as well as temporary
emissions associated with project construction. Default assumptions were used to calculate
operational emissions associated with the project. The estimate of vehicle trips associated with
the development is from the EIR traffic study (see Section 4.12, Traffic and Circulation).
The site is under the jurisdiction of the Ventura County Air Quality District. CARB has
established air quality standards and is responsible for the control of mobile emission sources,
while the APCD is responsible for enforcing standards and regulating stationary sources. The
APCD has not established significance thresholds for temporary construction emissions;
however, the APCD recommends inclusion of standard dust control and additional ozone
precursor control measures when project contributions are greater than 25lbs/day. The City’s
Threshold Guidelines defer to the APCD thresholds, and the APCD Guidelines state that a
project’s impact is significant if the project would:
x
x
x
x

Generate daily operational emissions exceeding 25 pounds of ROC or NOx;
Generate emissions causing an exceedance or making a substantial contribution to an
exceedance of an ambient air quality standard;
Be inconsistent with the Ventura County AQMP and emitting greater than two
pounds of ROC or NOx per day; or
Directly or indirectly cause the existing population to exceed the population forecasts
in the most recently adopted AQMP.

Project operational impacts are considered significant if it would result or contribute to
increased development above the Campus Master Plan projections.
b. Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures. The proposed Facilities Projects, as
detailed in Section 2.0, Project Description, provide specific details to projects that have been
identified and discussed previously in the 1998 EIR, 2000 SEIR, and/or 2004 SEIR. Proposed
components not previously analyzed on any level are the Facilities Projects construction
impacts, the potential future 370-acre open space conveyance and the new electrical substation.
09-Impact AQ-1

Construction activities for the proposed facilities projects
would emit emissions into the atmosphere with the
majority of them occurring during the grading phase.
However, the APCD has not developed constructionphase emission thresholds. Therefore, impacts are
temporary and classified as Class III, less than significant.

On-site construction activity would cause temporary, short-term emissions of various air
pollutants. NOx and CO would be emitted during the operation of construction equipment,
while fugitive dust (PM10) would be emitted by activities that disturb the soil, such as
demolition, grading and excavation. Maximum emissions are generally created during the
grading phase of construction.
The greatest amount of grading is anticipated to occur on the new access road area that would
include the proposed roadway, athletic fields, and parking lot. This parcel of land was
previously analyzed in the 2004 SEIR. This site is relatively flat, as it is currently used for
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agricultural production and no demolition of structures would be involved. The construction of
the facilities would be relatively short due to the nature of the proposed facilities. Construction
of such would not result in a significant amount of emissions to the construction phase as
compared to the grading activities.
The URBEMIS 2007 v.9.2.4 computer air quality software was utilized to create a model
projecting construction emissions that would occur from construction of the proposed facilities
projects. It is anticipated that grading of this area would require up to 250,000 cubic yards of fill
soil from a site approximately five miles away. It should be noted that URBEMIS defaults were
used for construction activities and timing. Additionally, the model includes a phase called
“Building Construction.” There are no buildings being constructed by the proposed facilities
projects, but rather, it refers to the minor construction of the electrical substation, lighting, and
utilities. Construction of the electrical substation represents a fraction of the construction
activities due to its nature. Table 4.2-3 illustrates the construction emissions estimates for the
proposed project. Appendix B includes the construction air modeling data in its entirety.
Table 4.2-3 Construction Emission Estimates

Totals

ROG

NOx

CO

CO2

Total PM10 a

Total PM2.5 a

35.65

314.09

301.13

35,646.42

447.86

103.88

Source: URBEMIS 2007 v.9.2.4 (Appendix B)
a These totals includes watering the site 2x daily as a standard construction measure.

As illustrated in Table 4.2-3, the estimated emissions would contribute to decreased air quality
on a temporary basis. It should be noted, the URBEMIS model includes watering 2 times daily
for standard construction measures for dust abatement, while CSUCI construction requirements
include watering 3 times daily. This would further reduce total PM10 and PM2.5 generation.
The APCD considers construction emissions temporary impacts and therefore, construction
emissions are less than significant. Furthermore, CSUCI includes standard mitigation measures
in all of their construction contracts. Additionally, as part of the 1998 Master Plan EIR,
mitigation measure AQ-1(a), Dust Control Measures, and AQ-1(b), Ozone Precursor Control
Measures, would apply to the construction of the proposed facilities. Therefore, impacts related
to construction emissions are less than significant.
Mitigation Measures. Mitigation measures AQ-1(a) and AQ-1(b) from the 1998
Campus Master Plan EIR includes the Ventura County APCD recommended measures
to reduce air quality impacts related to construction. The proposed 2009 Facilities
Projects would implement these measures. Appendix E contains a listing of all of the
mitigation measures from the previous EIRs.
Significance after Mitigation. Implementation of the already adopted mitigation
measures would ensure temporary construction emissions are further reduced.
09-Impact AQ-2

Development of the proposed facilities are consistent
with the adopted Campus Master Plans and would not
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result in growth of the established FTES, resulting in
increased operational emissions. Therefore, operational
air quality impacts are Class III, less than significant.
The proposed project would construct facilities identified in the Campus Master Plan. These
facilities in nature are not growth inducing. The potential future open space conveyance is the
only component of the proposed facilities projects which may result in operational impacts due
to the traffic generated by the use. However, the trip generation expected (14 average daily
trips as indicated in Section 4.7 Transportation/Traffic) would not result in operational impacts
to air quality due to the nature of the area proposed, and due to the fact that the type and
intensity of use would remain essentially unchanged from its current Ventura County
ownership. The facilities and potential future conveyance area would not result in additional
FTES. The proposed facilities and potential future conveyance area would serve the previously
anticipated buildout population. Operational air quality impacts were originally analyzed in
the 1998 Campus Master Plan and identified mitigation measures to reduce impacts. Less than
significant operational impacts would occur from implementation of the proposed facilities
projects.
Mitigation Measures. None required.
Significance after Mitigation. Impacts are less than significant without mitigation.
c. Cumulative Impacts. The air basin is currently in non-attainment for the state PM10
standard and the state and federal ozone standard. The proposed projects, in combination with
pending and approved development on the CSUCI campus and elsewhere in Ventura County,
as identified in Table 3-1, could contribute to the cumulative degradation of regional air quality.
However, the projects included in the cumulative development scenario do not include
components that would result in population growth or increase the FTES of the CSUCI campus.
Therefore, the cumulative projects would not contribute to population that would exceed
Ventura County AQMP population forecasts. Therefore, cumulative projects would not hinder
progress towards attainment of standards. For that reason, cumulative air quality impacts are
considered less than significant.
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4.3 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
4.3.1

Setting

This discussion is based on prior analyses conducted for the 1998 CSUCI Master Plan EIR, the
2000 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR, additional habitat assessment and jurisdictional
delineation studies conducted by Rincon Consultants in 2008 for the 153-acre New Access Road
Area parcel, and prior wetland and habitat assessments conducted for the County of Ventura
concerning the 370-acre potential future conveyance parcel.
Natural areas within the campus site are largely confined to the hillsides, which are covered
primarily by Venturan coastal sage scrub. Open areas in the flatlands have historically been
maintained by mowing and occasional disking. The developed portions of the campus have
been extensively landscaped primarily with grass and many trees, most being English plane
trees (Platanus sp.), Peruvian pepper trees (Schinus molle), and various gums (Eucalyptus sp.).
The plant and animal communities and special-status species present within the main campus
area have been previously described in the prior environmental documentation to which this
document is a supplement. Therefore, the following analysis is limited to those areas within
which the currently proposed facilities are to be constructed and the proposed open space
conveyance area located to the north of the main campus. Figure 4.3-1 generally illustrates the
habitats present within the entire campus and the proposed open space conveyance area.
a. Vegetation
New Access Road Area. This 153-acre area was recently acquired by the CSU and was
formerly mostly in agricultural production. The southwest corner of this parcel had been
developed as an irrigation pond that stores water from Long Grade Canyon channel for use
during the summer, and this pond may have also received pumped water from the agricultural
field. The total pond size is 4.4 acres, of which approximately 0.7 acres was already within the
CSUCI property prior to conveyance of the 153 acres. A berm containing ruderal vegetation
separates this pond from a linear ditch (1.1 acres) that is used to collect runoff water from the
agricultural fields. Based on the field visits, it appears that water was pumped from this pond
during the winter through the culverts under Old Lewis Road to Calleguas Creek. During the
summer, overflow irrigation water was pumped from the ditch to the irrigation pond for later
reuse. The irrigation pond also eventually connects to Calleguas Creek via the Long Grade
Canyon Creek flapgates.
Long Grade Canyon Creek adjacent the New Access Road Area contains a mix of riparian,
freshwater marsh, and non-native, ruderal and ornamental communities. Riparian vegetation
within the central portion of the drainage consists of willow/mule fat scrub dominated by
arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis) and mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia), with scattered black willow
(Salix gooddingii). Emergent stands of freshwater marsh species such as bulrush (Scirpus sp.)
and cattail (Typha sp.) are scattered within the central portion of the creek and are dominant
within a detention pond located in the furthest downstream (western) portion. Non-native
ruderal weeds such as summer mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium),
and poison hemlock (Conium maculatum) are dominant along large portions of the Creek’s
southern embankment. The far eastern portion of the Creek is dominated by non-native,
ornamental vegetation including Peruvian pepper trees (Schinus sp.) and fan palms
(Washingtonia robusta).
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The portion of Calleguas Creek adjacent the New Access Road Area contains a mix of
freshwater marsh and ruderal vegetation. Dominant species present within the channel bottom
include cattail, white sweet-clover (Melilotus alba), and cocklebur. Bulrush, tall flatsedge
(Cyperus eragrostis), and tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca) are common. The adjacent levee
embankments contain cemented rip-rap with minimal vegetation. Sparsely scattered species
include red brome (Bromus madritensis ssp. rubens), and tumbleweed (Amaranthus albus).
The former agricultural field north of Long Grade Canyon Creek now lies fallow and contains a
mix of remnant crop species, ruderal vegetation, and bare ground. Dominant species present
include cilantro (Coriandrum sativum), prostrate knotweed (Polygonum aviculare), nettleleaf
goosefoot (Chenopodium murale), cheeseweed (Malva parviflora), and common sow-thistle
(Sonchus oleraceus). The agricultural ditch that traverses along the northern levee of Long Grade
Canyon Creek contains ruderal weeds, grasses such as Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon),
Mexican sprangletop (Leptochloa uninervia), and rabbitsfoot grass (Polygonum monspeliensis), and
sparsely scattered stands of bulrush. Duckweed (Lemna minor) is present in the western portion
of the ditch.
Potential Future Open Space Conveyance Area (Camarillo Regional Park). This
potential future conveyance area includes about 370 acres of natural habitats and disturbed
open space along Calleguas Creek, which is within the northern boundary of the site and flows
in a southwesterly direction. The primary general habitat types in this area are Venturan
coastal sage scrub, California annual grassland, ruderal grassland, and willow riparian forest.
Venturan coastal sage scrub occupies most of the potential future conveyance area and is
dominated by drought-tolerant, drought-deciduous, low-growing, soft-leaved, grayish-green,
spring-flowering, fire-adapted shrubs and subshrubs. Venturan coastal sage scrub forms
various stands with specific characteristics and site requirements; therefore, it is often
considered as a collection of species-specific plant series. Venturan coastal sage scrub occurs on
dry, more or less rocky slopes, often at lower elevations (Holland, 1986). The predominant
Venturan coastal sage scrub habitats existing within the potential future conveyance area
include plant communities dominated by chaparral bush mallow (Malacothamnnus fasciculatus),
California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), coast prickly pear (Opuntia litorallis), coyote brush
(Baccharis pilularis), giant coreopsis (Coreopsis gigantea), laurel sumac (Malosma laurina),
lemonadeberry (Rhus integrifolia), and purple sage (Salvia leucophylla). Other important
associates include purple sage (Salvia leucophylla), California bush sunflower (Encelia californica),
ashy-leaved buckwheat (Eriogonum cinereum), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum var.
foliolosum), bladderpod (Isomeris arborea), giant wildrye (Leymus condensatus), bush
monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), sawtooth goldenbush (Hazardia squarrosa var.
grindelioides), and deerweed (Lotus scoparius). This habitat is considered a sensitive habitat by
the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG).
California annual grassland is dominated by annual grasses that are primarily Mediterranean
in origin. Dominant genera include Bromus, Avena, Vulpia, and Hordeum. Many species of native
forbs and bulbs, as well as naturalized annual forbs are found in California annual grassland.
Floristic richness is affected to a high degree by past and present land use activity. California
annual grassland occurs on all aspects on most geomorphic features where soils are deep,
particularly where slopes are gradual, at elevations between sea level and 1,200 meters.
Grassland species composition may vary from stand to stand (Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf 1995).
California annual grassland occurs on gradual slopes within the potential future conveyance
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area below 300 feet in elevation. Common forbs found onsite include: rancher’s fire (Amsinckia
menziesii var. intermedia), fasciculed tarplant (Deinandra fasciculata), purple owl’s-clover
(Castilleja exserta ssp. exserta), lupines (Lupinus spp.), dove weed (Eremocarpus setigerus),
California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), common eucrypta (Eucrypta chrysanthemifolia ssp.
chrysanthemifolia), everlastings (Gnaphalium and Pseudognaphalium spp.), caterpillar phacelia
(Phacelia cicutaria), western ragweed (Ambrosia psilostachya var. californica), narrowleaf milkweed
(Asclepias fascicularis), goldenstars (Bloomeria crocea), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum ssp.
capitatum), and western verbena (Verbena lasiostachys).
Ruderal grassland also occupies a large portion of this potential future conveyance area.
Ruderal grassland is a plant community that is typically in early successional stages as a result
of a severe human disturbance, or because the land was formerly disturbed by humans and is
now subject to recurrent natural disturbance. This plant community is dominated by annual
and perennial, introduced/nonnative, pioneering, herbaceous plants that readily colonize
disturbed ground. Such communities are a threat to natural biodiversity because they
continually distribute invasive, highly competitive non-native propagules into otherwise native
vegetation. Ruderal grassland that is left undisturbed can typically undergo succession towards
more stable, less weedy, plant communities. Predominant and characteristic plants of the
ruderal grassland plant communities include: Russian knapweed (Acroptilon repens), purple
pampas grass (Cortedaria jubata), Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon), Prickly wild lettuce (Lactuca
serriola), white horehound (Marrubium vulgare), milk thistle (Silybum marianum), tree tobacco
(Nicotiana glauca), prickly ox-tongue (Picris echioides), wild radish (Raphanus sativus), castor bean
(Ricinus communis), Russian thistle (Salsola tragus), cheeseweed (Malva parviflora), black mustard
(Brassica nigra), and summer mustard (Hirschfeldia incana). Large patches of sweet fennel
(Foeniculum vulgare) have been mapped as a separate unit on Figure 4.3-1.
A portion of Calleguas Creek within the potential future conveyance area is narrowleaf willowarroyo willow scrub, which is co-dominated by narrow-leaf willow (Salix exigua) and arroyo
willow (Salix lasiolepis), with mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia) as an important constituent. This
scrub, also called southern willow scrub (Holland 1986), forms dense riparian thickets with little
understory development. Site factors include loose, sandy, or fine gravelly alluvium deposited
near stream channels during flood flows. This early seral type requires repeated flooding to
prevent succession to southern willow riparian forest, and generally occurs in seasonally
flooded or saturated, freshwater, wetland habitats, such as floodplains and low-gradient
depositions along rivers and streams, at elevations below 1,800 meters (Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf
1995). This wetland habitat is considered sensitive by CDFG.
Narrowleaf willow-arroyo willow scrub was observed primarily along Calleguas Creek, and
important additional associate riparian species include mugwort (Artemisia douglasiana), poison
hemlock (Conium maculatum), water cress (Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum), red willow (S.
laevigata), and common speedwell (Veronica anagallis-aquatica).
Southern willow riparian forest (Holland 1986) dominated by arroyo willow and stands of red
willow (Salix laevigata) occupies much of Calleguas Creek. This riparian forest is characterized
as a tall, open, winter-deciduous, broad-leaved willow canopy growing over a shrubby
understory. Site factors include sub-irrigated and frequently overflowed lands along rivers and
stream, and the dominant species require moist, bare mineral soil for germination and
establishment. This habitat is considered sensitive by CDFG. This plant community can also be
classified as red willow-arroyo willow series (see Figure 4.3-1), which occurs in seasonally
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flooded or saturated freshwater wetland habitats, such as floodplains and low-gradient
depositions along rivers and streams, and it is abundant in marshes, meadows, and springs.
This series occurs at elevations below 1,800 meters and forms a continuous canopy over a sparse
shrub layer and variable ground layer (depending on canopy thickness). Other emergent
winter-deciduous riparian trees may be present (Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf 1995). Important
associate tree and shrub species include narrowleaf willow and mulefat. Scattered trees include
California sycamore (Platanus racemosa), Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii ssp. fremontii),
and velvet ash (Fraxinus velutina). One coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) tree was also observed
in this plant community.
b. Flora
The flora of the CSUCI campus and project site are discussed below and each respective plant
list is attached as an appendix.
Campus Area. A botanical survey was conducted within the then planned residential
area and an adjacent 100-foot fuel modification zone during June and July 1999 by Rincon
Consultants, Inc. This survey was floristic in nature; namely, every plant encountered was
identified sufficiently to determine whether or not it was a listed rare species. When rare
species were encountered, they were field mapped. The entire survey area was examined by
walking through the habitat by wandering transects. Specific plants of interest looked for
included Verity’s dudleya (known to be within the fuel modification area), Blochman’s dudleya,
Plummer’s mariposa-lily, Catalina mariposa-lily, and Conejo buckwheat. The plant species
reported within the CSUCI campus includes 215 species, and those species are listed in
Appendix C.
Potential Future Open Space Conveyance Area. The plant species reported within
Camarillo Regional Park by David Magney Environmental Consulting (DMEC) in a 2004 study
are presented in Appendix C. The flora of Camarillo Regional Park consists of 225 vascular
plant taxa, of which 153 (68%) are native and 73 (32%) are nonnative. This ratio of native to
nonnative species is higher than found for the entire California flora, which is 25% naturalized
nonnative (Hickman 1993). Approximately 83 species of the plants found onsite are typically
found in wetland habitats (includes all OBL, FACW, and FAC wetland indicator status plants as
listed in Reed [1988]), while the remaining species are typically found in upland/terrestrial
habitats. The wetland plants at Camarillo Regional Park represent 37% of the flora within the
park. At least 29 species of lichens occur at Camarillo Regional Park, which occur primarily in
upland habitats (DMEC 2004.)
c. Fish and Wildlife Habitats
The vegetation of the project site provides habitat for a variety of common native and nonnative
vertebrate species. While some species are entirely dependent on a particular vegetation type
or habitat, most of the larger vertebrate species occur throughout the habitats present.
Discussed below are the common vertebrate species noted or expected within the habitats
present within the proposed conveyance areas.
New Access Road Area. The majority of this parcel was until recently an agricultural
field that provides little fish and wildlife habitat. The irrigation pond provides open water used
by several common waterfowl, particularly coot and mallard. Limited breeding by these two
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species may occur around this pond. Other species found in this pond include the non-native
mosquito fish and bullfrog, and native tree frogs and western toad. The ruderal vegetation
along the edges of the parcel provides limited habitat to several common bird and mammal
species. The pond does not provide suitable basking sites for southwest pond turtle and this
species is not expected to occur within this area. Similarly, the California red-legged frog has
not been recorded in this area, nor is the habitat present at the site considered suitable for
breeding by this species. Common wildlife species observed or detected in the riparian, and/or
freshwater marsh communities include great egret (Ardea alba), black-crowned night-heron
(Nycticorax nyticorax), black phoebe (Sayornis nigricans), phainopepla (Phainopepla nitens),
orange-crowned warbler (Vermivora celata), common yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas), spotted
towhee (Pipilo maculatus), and song sparrow (Melospiza melodia). Species observed or detected in
the ruderal/agricultural communities include red-shouldered hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), ashthroated flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens), western kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis), red-winged
blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus), house finch (Carpodacus mexicanus), and lesser goldfinch
(Carduelis psaltria).
Potential Future Open Space Conveyance Area. Many species of wildlife are known to
occur at Camarillo Regional Park and within Calleguas Creek, and frequent the riparian and
aquatic habitats on a seasonal basis provided by the creek. The fauna reported by DMEC (2004)
and Impact Sciences (1997) at Camarillo Regional Park are provided in Appendix C. A total of
137 species of wildlife present or expected onsite in both wetland and upland habitat include:
x

Fishes (3 native species, 3 nonnative);

x

Amphibians (4 native species, 1 nonnative);

x

Reptiles (16 native species);

x

Birds (82 native species, 3 nonnative); and

x

Mammals (26 native species, 1 nonnative).

Fish species richness and diversity in Calleguas Creek are low compared to other similar-sized
streams in the region. Amphibian species richness is relatively low at the park, due primarily
because of farming activities to the west and past disturbances within the park. Reptile species
richness is normal for this area with five species observed and another nine native species
expected and likely present. Bird species richness is relatively high, due to the variety of
habitats present. Mammal species diversity is relatively high, also likely a result of the variety
of habitats present, and proximity to extensive natural habitats eastward in the Conejo
Mountains. Invertebrate species richness and diversity is expected to be high as a result of the
presence of a wide variety of habitats.
The structure of the riparian community, in addition to the relatively high plant species
diversity and richness, provides habitat necessary for foraging, nesting, and cover for many
species. The riparian zone is used as migration/movement corridors by various species of
wildlife including small and large mammals, birds, and reptiles. These movement corridors
often connect habitat patches, and allow for physical and genetic exchange between animal
populations. Wildlife use riparian zones for cover while traveling across otherwise open areas.
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d. Regulatory Setting
Federal, state, and local authorities under a variety of legislative acts share regulatory authority
over biological resources. The primary authority for general biological resources lies within the
land use control and planning authority of local jurisdictions, in this instance, the California
State University. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) provides a mechanism
through which biological resources must be considered in the decision-making process
regarding land use by the local authority. The CDFG is a trustee agency for biological resources
throughout the state under CEQA and also is considered a regulatory agency regarding
Streambed Alteration Agreements with direct jurisdiction under law under the Fish and Game
Code of California. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has regulatory authority over
specific biological resources, namely wetlands and waters of the United States, under Section
404 of the federal Clean Water Act. Protection for wetlands and riparian habitat is also afforded
through the California Fish and Game Code, and the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality
Control Board (RWQCB). Additionally, Section 3503.5 of the Fish and Game Code of California
protects birds of prey, their nests and eggs against take, possession, or destruction. Under the
State and Federal Endangered Species Acts, the CDFG and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) also have direct regulatory authority over species formally listed as Threatened or
Endangered. The state and federal Endangered Species Acts (ESAs) are relevant to significance
criteria considered under CEQA in that they provide a regulatory framework that defines
“take” of an organism, and also the appropriate means and methods to mitigate such action.
California Endangered Species Act. The California ESA take restrictions are encoded at
Section 2080, while Section 2081 details the requirements regarding incidental take. The
following criteria regarding “incidental take” are relevant per Section 2081 and the CDFG Code
of Regulations (Section 783.4):
x

The take will be incidental to an otherwise lawful activity.

x

The applicant will minimize and fully mitigate the impacts of the authorized take.
Measures to meet this obligation are to be roughly proportional to the extent of
authorized take. Where various measures are available, measures shall maintain the
applicant’s objectives to the greatest extent possible. All required measures shall be
capable of successful implementation.

x

The applicant is to ensure adequate funding to implement the measures and to monitor
compliance and effectiveness of the measures.

x

No incidental take permit shall be issued if such issuance would jeopardize the
continued existence of the species.

Federal Endangered Species Act. Pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), a
permit from USFWS is required for “take” of a federally listed species through either the Section
7 or Section 10 consultation process. Section 7 of the FESA provides for the issuance of an
incidental take permit subject to mitigating requirements where a federal agency has direct
permit responsibility for the action. This consultation process includes a Biological Assessment
of the predicted impacts of a project on the species with measures to minimize and mitigate for
such impacts. The result is a Biological Opinion rendered by USFWS that includes a specified
allowable incidental take, as well as terms and conditions to minimize and offset such take.
Section 10(a) of the FESA provides for the submittal of a voluntary Habitat Conservation Plan
(HCP) where direct federal jurisdiction is lacking, but the mitigation requirements are similar as
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for Section 7. An incidental take permit may be issued pursuant to a finding that take will be
minimized and mitigated to the maximum extent practicable and that the taking will not
appreciably reduce the likelihood of the survival and recovery of the taxa in the wild.
Conveyance of the take permit includes development of an HCP for protecting and enhancing
the federally listed species at a specific location in perpetuity. Under Section 10(a), an HCP is
required to contain:
x
x
x
x

The impact likely to occur due to the action;
Steps taken to minimize and mitigate impacts and the funding that will be available to
implement those steps;
Alternative actions considered and reasons why such alternatives are not utilized; and
Any measures or conditions required by the federal government as being necessary or
appropriate.

Section 9(a)(2) of the federal Endangered Species Act contains the prohibitions against take of
listed plant species, while Section 9(a)(1) contains the restrictions regarding fish and wildlife.
Because of differences in these two code sections, federal control over change in habitat land use
for plants under the federal ESA is limited. While animals are protected no matter where they
are located, protection for plants extends only to those areas in federal jurisdiction, or where
listed plants are removed in knowing violation of state law.
e. Special-Status Species Definitions
In response to their legislative mandates, regulatory authorities have designated sensitive
biological resources to include those specific organisms that have regionally declining
populations such that they may become extinct if population trends continue. Habitats are also
considered sensitive biological resources if they have limited distributions, have high wildlife
value, include sensitive species, or are particularly susceptible to disturbance.
Listed species are those taxa that are formally listed as endangered or threatened by the federal
government (e.g. USFWS), pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) or as
endangered, threatened, or rare (for plants only) by the State of California (i.e. California Fish
and Game Commission), pursuant to the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) or the
California Native Plant Protection Act. Some species are considered rare (but not formally
listed) by resource agencies, organizations with biological interests/expertise (e.g. Audubon
Society, California Native Plant Society [CNPS], The Wildlife Society), and the scientific
community.
Special-status habitats are vegetation types, associations, or sub-associations that support
concentrations of special-status plant or wildlife species, are of relatively limited distribution, or
are of particular value to wildlife.
The CNPS’ Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California (CNPS 2001, 2006)
categorizes rare California plants into one of five lists (1A, 1B, 2, 3, and 4) representing five
levels of species status, one of which is assigned to a sensitive species to indicate its status of
rarity or endangerment and distribution. Most taxa also receive a threat code extension
following the List (e.g. 1B.1, 2.3), which replaces the old R-E-D Code previously used by CNPS.
Table 4.3-1 provides a definition for each List code number, and Table 4.3-2 defines the Threat
Code Extensions that indicates the level of endangerment within the state as determined by this
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organization. Please note that the CNPS Inventory is used as a tool by CDFG to help identify
those plants that may qualify for listing under the CESA, with the formal list kept by CDFG
being the Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes and Lichens List (CDFG 2008c).
Table 4.3-1 California Native Plant Society List Definitions
CNPS List

Definition

1A

Presumed Extinct in California

1B

Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California and elsewhere

2

Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California, but more common elsewhere

3

Need more information (a Review List)

4

Plants of Limited Distribution (a Watch List)

Table 4.3-2 California Native Plant Society List Threat Code Extensions
CNPS
Threat Code
Extension

Definition

.1

Seriously endangered in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened / high
degree and immediacy of threat)

.2

Fairly endangered in California (20-80% occurrences threatened)

.3

Not very endangered in California (<20% of occurrences threatened)

The CNDDB Element Ranking system (Table 4.3-3, following page) provides a numeric global
and state-ranking system for all special-status species tracked by the CNDDB. The global rank
(G-rank) is a reflection of the overall condition of an element (species or natural community)
throughout its global range. The state rank (S-rank) is assigned much the same way as the
global rank, except state ranks in California often also contain a threat designation attached to
the S-rank.
f. Special-Status Biological Resources
This section lists those rare or otherwise sensitive species that were observed, are reported, and
have the potential to occur onsite, in the potential future conveyance area, and in the project
vicinity. The potential for occurrence of sensitive resources is based on site characteristics, the
species’ known regional distribution, and habitat affinities of the species.
Rincon Consultants conducted a search of CDFG’s California Natural Diversity Database
(CNDDB) utilizing the RareFind3 software (CDFG 2008a) for the area within a five-mile-radius
of the project site. This database search was conducted to account for special-status species
tracked by CDFG in the area and with potential to occur at the project site. A literature search
of California Native Plant Society’s Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California (CNPS
2001, 2006), CDFG’s Special Animals List (CDFG 2008b), and CDFG’s Special Vascular Plants,
Bryophytes, and Lichens List (CDFG 2008c) were also conducted to account for other specialstatus species not tracked by CNDDB with potential to occur in the vicinity of the proposed
project site. Additional resources used to characterize the site include review of USGS
computer topographic maps, Soil Survey of Ventura County (NRCS 1970), Wetland Functional
California State University Channel Islands
4.3-10

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 4.3 Biological Resources

Table 4.3-3 California Natural Diversity Database Element Ranking System
Global Ranking (G)
G1

Less than 6 viable element occurrences (pops for species), OR less than 1,000 individuals, OR <809.4
hectares (ha) (2,000 acres [ac]).

G2

6 to 20 element occurrences OR 809.4 to 4,047 ha (2,000 to 10,000 ac).

G3

21 to 100 occurrences OR 3,000 to 10,000 individuals OR 4,047 to 20,235 ha (10,000 to 50,000 ac).

G4

Apparently secure; rank lower than G3, factors exist to cause some concern (i.e. there is some threat, or
somewhat narrow habitat).

G5

Population, or stand, demonstrably secure to ineradicable due to being commonly found in the world.

GH

All sites are historic; the element has not been seen for at least 20 years, but suitable habitat still exists.

GX

All sites are extirpated; this element is extinct in the wild.

GXC

Extinct in the wild; exists in cultivation.

G1Q

The element is very rare, but there is a taxonomic question associated with it.

Subspecies Level: Subspecies receive a T-rank attached to the G-rank. With the subspecies, the G-rank reflects the
condition of the entire species, whereas the T-rank reflects the global situation of just the subspecies or variety.
For example: Chorizanthe robusta var. hartwegii is ranked G2T1. The G-rank refers to the whole species range
(Chorizanthe robusta), whereas the T-rank refers only to the global condition of the variety (var. hartwegii).

State Ranking (S)
S1

S2

S3

Less than 6 element occurrences OR less than 1,000 individuals OR less than 809.4 ha (2,000 ac).
S1.1 = very threatened

S1.2 = threatened

S1.3 = no current threats known

6 to 20 element occurrences OR 3,000 individuals OR 809.4 to 4,047 ha (2,000 to 10,000 ac).
S2.1 = very threatened

S2.2 = threatened

S2.3 = no current threats known

21 to 100 element occurrences OR 3,000 to 10,000 individuals OR 4,047 to 20,235 ha (10,000 to 50,000 ac).
S3.1 = very threatened

S3.2 = threatened

S3.3 = no current threats known

S4

Apparently secure within California; this rank is clearly lower than S3 but factors exist to cause some concern
(i.e., there is some threat, or somewhat narrow habitat). NO THREAT RANK.

S5

Demonstrably secure to ineradicable in California. NO THREAT RANK.

SH

All California sites are historic; the element has not been seen for at least 20 years, but suitable habitat still
exists.

SX

All California sites are extirpated; this element is extinct in the wild.

Notes
1. Other considerations used when ranking a species or natural community include the pattern of distribution of the
element on the landscape, fragmentation of the population/stands, and historical extent as compared to its modern
range. It is important to take an aerial view when ranking sensitive elements rather than simply counting element
occurrences.
2. Uncertainty about the rank of an element is expressed in two major ways: by expressing the rank as a range of
values (e.g. S2S3 means the rank is somewhere between S2 and S3), and by adding a ? to the rank (e.g. S2?). This
represents more certainty than S2S3, but less than S2.

Assessment of the Camarillo Regional Park Wetlands (DMEC 2004), and wetland and habitat
assessments conducted by Rincon Consultants (2008).
CNDDB tracks 41 elements within 5 miles of CSUCI, including 22 animals, 13 plants, and 6
habitats, which are presented as Figure 4.3-2. Suitable habitat does not exist onsite for 16 of
those tracked species as no brackish, marine, coastal lagoon, sandy beach, salt ponds/marsh,
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tidal/coastal marsh habitats exist onsite. Those 16 species were eliminated from the following
discussion. A total of 54 special-status elements are either observed by Rincon (2008), reported
(DMEC 2004), or have a potential to occur onsite (CDFG 2008a), including 9 plant species, 36
wildlife species, and 9 habitats.
Special-Status Wildlife Species. A total of 36 special-status wildlife species are known to
exist or have the potential to occur onsite, including 4 invertebrates, 1 fish, 2 amphibians, 4
reptiles, 17 birds, and 8 mammals. Of the 36 species, 3 special-status wildlife species were
observed (tricolored blackbird, yellow warbler, and least bell's vireo) and 7 are reported onsite
(arroyo chub, coastal western whiptail, Cooper's hawk, southern California rufous-crowned
sparrow, white-tailed kite, yellow-breasted chat, and loggerhead shrike). The 36 special-status
wildlife species are listed below in Table 4.3-4, and their habitat requirements and likelihood of
occurrence are included and discussed in the table.
The California gnatcatcher is listed as threatened under the federal ESA, but has been turned
down for listing under the state ESA. The nearest population of the California gnatcatcher is
located in the sage scrub habitats adjacent to the city of Moorpark and the Tierra Rejada Valley,
about nine miles north of the project site. Past discussions with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Rick Ferris, December 1999) indicate that per the Los Angeles County Natural History
Museum (Kimball Garrett), no California gnatcatchers have been historically located within the
Santa Monica Mountains and protocol surveys are typically not required for this area. Recent
observations of California gnatcatchers at the Botanical Gardens in the City of Thousand Oaks
has indicated some southern movement of gnatcatchers, but none have been reported south of
US Highway 101 in this area.
Most of the listed bat species would be expected to forage over the open grasslands of the
campus and potential future open space conveyance area only on a transient basis. Roost sites
for the long-eared myotis bat is present in the larger oak trees in the oak grove, but most bats
seen in the project area are likely to be more common species such as the western pipistrelle.
Evening visual observations of the rock hollows within the campus has not determined any
particular roost locations.
The southern steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus) (Southern California ESU) is
federally endangered and a California species of special concern. It occurs in coastal streams
from San Luis Obispo County south to San Diego County, but has been extirpated from most of
the streams in which it historically occurred. The species has been recorded within Arroyo
Sequit in the Santa Monica Mountains, approximately 10 miles southeast of the site, as well as
in the Santa Clara River, approximately 10 miles to the northwest. Southern steelhead trout is
not known to occur within the Calleguas Creek watershed and no Critical Habitat for the
species has been designated within this watershed. Water and habitat quality within the Creek
is relatively poor due to agricultural runoff and prevalence of ruderal species. Therefore, this
species is not expected to occur within the site.
Common Raptors and Nesting Birds. A variety of raptors (birds of prey) that could
utilize the habitats present at the site are considered sensitive due to declines in population
levels. Cooper’s hawk has been observed foraging over the Camarillo Regional Park and
probably also forage within the main campus. They could potentially nest in the denser tree
rows present in this area. Sharp-shinned hawk and northern harrier would be winter visitors
only to the project site and would not breed here, which is the time period during which they
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Table 4.3-4 Special-Status Wildlife Species Tracked in the Vicinity of CSUCI
Scientific
Name

Common
Name

Fed/State1

CDFG2

G-Rank/
S-Rank3

Required Habitat

Likelihood of
Occurrence4
Unlikely: ornamental trees
located along E portion of
Long Grade Canyon Creek
could support monarch roost
site, but no record of any
roosts within the CSUCI
campus. The closest roost
exists ~4 mi SW of project
site.
Possible

Invertebrates

Danaus
plexippus

Monarch
butterfly

-/-

-

G5/S3

Winter roost sites extend along the
coast from northern Mendocino to
Baja California, Mexico. Roosts
located in wind-protected tree
groves (eucalyptus, Monterey pine,
cypress), with nectar and water
sources nearby.

Helminthoglypta
traskii traskii

Trask
shoulderband

-/-

-

G1G2T1/S1

Known from Ventura, Los Angeles,
Orange, and San Diego Counties.
Reported from NW Baja California.

Panoquina
errans

Wandering
(=saltmarsh)
skipper

-/-

G4G5/S1

Southern California coastal salt
marshes. Requires moist saltgrass
for larval development.

Trimerotropis
occidentiloides

Santa Monica
grasshopper

-/-

G1G2/S1S2

Known only from the Santa Monica
Mountains. Found on bare hillsides
and along dirt trails in chaparral.

-

Unlikely: no coastal
saltmarsh habitat onsite;
however, saltgrass present in
the potential future open
space conveyance area.
Possible: campus exists in
the western portion of the
Santa Monicas ~1 mi from
site

Fish

Gila orcuttii

Arroyo chub

-/-

CSC

G2/S2

Los Angeles basin south coastal
streams. Slow water stream
sections with mud or sand bottoms.
Feeds heavily on aquatic veg &
associated invertebrates.

Reported (DMEC 2004): in
Calleguas Creek at Cam.
Reg. Park and tracked <1 mi
away

Amphibians

Spea
hammondii

Western
spadefoot

Taricha torosa
torosa

Coast range
newt

-/-

-/-

CSC

CSC

G3/S3

Occurs primarily in grassland
habitats, but can be found in valleyfoothill hardwood woodlands.
Vernal pools are essential for
breeding and egg-laying.

G5T4/S4

Coastal drainages from Mendocino
County to San Diego County. Lives
in terrestrial habitats & will migrate
over 1 km to breed in ponds,
reservoirs & slow moving streams.

Unlikely: grassland habitats
onsite, but no vernal pools
exist for breeding since the
upland soils at the site drain
relatively quickly and not
tracked near campus The
1998 Campus Master Plan
EIR indicated a low potential
for this species in enclosed
basin adj. to power plant, but
was not observed during
wetland delineation.
Possible: natural upland
habitats adjacent to
Calleguas Creek and Long
Grade Canyon Creek, but not
tracked near campus

Reptiles

Actinemys
marmorata
pallida

Southwestern
pond turtle

-/-

CSC

G3G4T2T3Q/
S2

Inhabits permanent or nearly
permanent bodies of water in many
habitat types; below 6,000 ft. elev.
Require basking sites such as
partially submerged logs,
vegetation mats, or open mud
banks. Need suitable nesting sites.

Aspidoscelis
tigris stejnegeri

Coastal
western
whiptail

-/-

-

G5T3T4/S2S3

Found in semiarid areas with
sparse vegetation and in woodland
& riparian areas. Ground may be
firm soil, sandy, or rocky.

Unlikely: known to occur
within Calleguas Creek
upstream of campus area but
no suitable basking sites
within campus or potential
future open space
conveyance area.
Western whiptails are
reported (DMEC 2004) at
Cam. Reg. Park, and are also
known within the more open
coastal sage scrub habitat on
campus; however, site is
within the overlap zone for
western whiptail subspecies

1

FE = Federally Endangered; FT = Federally Threatened; SE = State Endangered; ST = State Threatened.
CSC = California Species of Concern.
3
For Global-Rank and State-Rank definitions, refer to Table 4.3-3 above.
4
Likelihood of occurrence based on the nearest known/tracked location with respect to the CSUCI Campus, species’ habitat
requirements, and the presence of required habitat in the project site.
Observed = Species was either directly observed by Rincon Consultants;
Reported/Known = Species is known onsite or reported onsite from independent studies;
Likely = Suitable habitat exists onsite and the species is tracked or documented nearby;
Possible = Marginal habitat exists onsite, or the species is tracked or documented nearby;
Unlikely = No suitable habitat exists onsite, and the species is not known or tracked nearby.
2
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Scientific
Name

Phrynosoma
coronatum
(blainvillii
population)

Thamnophis
hammondii

Common
Name

Coast
(San Diego)
horned lizard

Two-striped
garter snake

Fed/State1

-/-

-/-

CDFG2

CSC

CSC

G-Rank/
S-Rank3

Required Habitat

G4G5/S3S4

Inhabits coastal sage scrub and
chaparral in arid and semi-arid
climate conditions. Prefers friable,
rocky, or shallow sandy soils.

G3/S2

Coastal California from vicinity of
Salinas to northwest Baja
California. From sea to about
7,000 ft. elevation. Highly aquatic,
found in or near permanent fresh
water. Often along streams with
rocky beds and riparian growth.

Likelihood of
Occurrence4
and actual subspecies
present is unknown.
Possible: marginal coastal
sage scrub habitat exists on
campus and the potential
future open space
conveyance area, but few
harvester ant colonies seen
and dense grass cover
provides little open sandy
areas. May occur within
more open portions of coastal
sage scrub in the open space
portions of the campus.
Possible: recorded SE of
Conejo Mountain, ~4 mi E of
project site. Marginal habitat
located within the W portion
of Long Grade Canyon Cr &
Calleguas Creek

Birds

Accipiter
cooperii

Cooper's
hawk

-/-

-

G5/S3

Accipiter
striatus

Sharpshinned hawk

-/-

-

G5/S3

Agelaius tricolor

Tricolored
blackbird

Aimophila
ruficeps
canescens

Southern
California
rufouscrowned
sparrow

Amphispiza
belli belli

Bell's sage
sparrow

-/-

-/-

-/-

CSC

-

-

G2G3/S2

G5T2T4/S2S3

Resident in southern California
coastal sage scrub and sparse
mixed chaparral. Frequents
relatively steep, often rocky
hillsides with grass & forb patches.

Reported (DMEC 2004) in
coastal sage scrub habitat at
Cam. Reg. Park and likely on
other hillsides within campus.

G5T2T4/S2?

-/-

-

G4/S3S4

Circus cyaneus

Northern
harrier

-/-

-

G5/S3

-/-

CSC

Elanus leucurus

White-tailed

-/-

-

Possible: marginal habitat
onsite, not tracked by
CNDDB nearby.

Observed (Rincon 2008): in
freshwater marsh in western
portion of Long Grade
Canyon Creek (May 12,
2008). The freshwater marsh
could support a small nesting
colony although habitat is
limited in size.

Ferruginous
hawk

Yellow
warbler

Reported (DMEC 2004) at
Cam. Reg. Park and foraging
and hunting habitats onsite

Highly colonial species, most
numerous in central valley &
vicinity. Largely endemic to
California. Requires open water,
protected nesting substrate, &
foraging area with insect prey within
a few km of the colony.

Buteo regalis

Dendroica
petechia

Woodland, chiefly of open,
interrupted or marginal type. Nest
sites mainly in riparian growths of
deciduous trees, as in canyon
bottoms on river flood-plains; also,
live oaks.
Ponderosa pine, black oak, riparian
deciduous, mixed conifer & Jeffrey
pine habitats. Prefers riparian
areas. North-facing slopes, with
plucking perches are critical
requirements. Nests usually within
275 ft of water.

Nests in chaparral dominated by
fairly dense stands of chamise.
Found in coastal sage scrub in
south of range. Nest located on the
ground beneath a shrub or in a
shrub 6-18 inches above ground.
Territories about 50 yards apart.
Open grasslands, sagebrush flats,
desert scrub, low foothills & fringes
of pinyon-juniper habitats. Eats
mostly lagomorphs, ground
squirrels, and mice. Population
trends may follow lagomorph
population cycles.
Coastal salt & fresh-water marsh.
Nest & forage in grasslands, from
salt grass in desert sink to
mountain cienagas. Nests on
ground in shrubby vegetation,
usually at marsh edge; nest built of
large mound of sticks in wet areas.

Possible in coastal sage
scrub habitat onsite

Unlikely: tracked wintering
within Mugu Lagoon ~5 mi S
of project site. The site
contains low quality foraging
habitat due to disturbance &
ag use.

Likely: foraging habitats
present onsite

G5T3?/S2

Riparian plant associations. Prefers
willows, cottonwoods, aspens,
sycamores, & alders for nesting &
foraging. Also nests in montane
shrubbery in open conifer forests.

Observed (Rincon 2008):
within southern willow scrub
in E portion of Long Grade
Canyon Creek (May 7, 2008).
The southern willow scrub is
suitable for foraging but
would not likely be used for
nesting since it lacks density
& limited in size.

G5/S3

Rolling foothills and valley margins

Reported (DMEC 2004) at
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Scientific
Name

Common
Name

Fed/State1

CDFG2

G-Rank/
S-Rank3

with scattered oaks & river
bottomlands or marshes next to
deciduous woodland. Open
grasslands, meadows, or marshes
for foraging close to isolated, dense
trees for nesting and perching.

kite

Eremophila
alpestris actia

California
horned lark

-/-

-

G5T3Q/S3

Falco
columbarius

Merlin

-/-

-

G5/S3

Falco
mexicanus

Prairie falcon

-/-

-

G5/S3

Falco
peregrinus
anatum

American
peregrine
falcon

Delisted/SE

-

G4T3/S2

Icteria virens

Yellowbreasted chat

-/-

CSC

G5/S3

Lanius
ludovicianus

Loggerhead
shrike

-/-

CSC

G4/S4

Polioptila
californica
californica

Coastal
California
gnatcatcher

FT/-

CSC

G3T2/S2

Vireo bellii
pusillus

Least Bell's
vireo

Required Habitat

FE/SE

-

G5T2/S2

Coastal regions, chiefly from
Sonoma Co. To San Diego Co.
Also main part of San Joaquin
Valley & east to foothills. Shortgrass prairie, "bald" hills, mountain
meadows, open coastal plains,
fallow grain fields, alkali flats.
Seacoast, tidal estuaries, open
woodlands, savannahs, edges of
grasslands & deserts, farms &
ranches. Clumps of trees or
windbreaks are required for
roosting in open country.
Inhabits dry, open terrain, either
level or hilly. Breeding sites located
on cliffs. Forages far afield, even to
marshlands and ocean shores.
Near wetlands, lakes, rivers, or
other water; on cliffs, banks, dunes,
mounds; also, human-made
structures. Nest consists of a
scrape on a depression or ledge in
an open site.
Summer resident; inhabits riparian
thickets of willow & other brushy
tangles near water courses. Nests
in low, dense riparian of willow,
blackberry, wild grape; forages &
nests within 10 ft of ground.
Broken woodlands, savannah,
pinyon-juniper, Joshua tree, &
riparian woodlands, desert oases,
scrub & washes. Prefers open
country for hunting, with perches for
scanning, and fairly dense shrubs
and brush for nesting.
Obligate, permanent resident of
coastal sage scrub below 2,500 ft.
in southern California. Low, coastal
sage scrub in arid washes, on
mesas & slopes. Not all areas
classified as coastal sage scrub are
occupied.

Summer resident of southern
California in low riparian in vicinity
of water or in dry river bottoms;
below 2,000 ft. Nests placed along
margins of bushes or on twigs
projecting into pathways, usually
willow, Baccharis, mesquite.

Likelihood of
Occurrence4
Cam. Reg. Park, and
foraging and hunting habitats
present onsite

Unlikely: tracked in ag fields
~5 miles NE of site. Since
the ag field onsite contains
tall, dense remnant crops &
weeds, and it prefers lowgrowing veg w/ bare ground,
the habitat onsite is low in
quality for this species.

Likely: foraging habitats
present onsite

Likely: foraging habitats
present onsite

Likely: foraging habitats
present onsite

Reported (DMEC 2004) at
Cam. Reg. Park

Reported (DMEC 2004) at
Cam. Reg. Park, and
foraging habitats present on
campus

Unlikely; while coastal sage
scrub present onsite, species
not reported from this portion
of Santa Monica Mountains
Observed (Rincon 2008):
one individual detected
singing in small willow stand
in E portion of Long Grade
Canyon Creek, near the
University Drive bridge. The
riparian stand lacks density
and structure preferred by the
species for nesting. The
Creek is not expected to
support breeding. Nesting
known within Conejo Creek
~3 mi NE of the site. A
historic breeding site was
documented in La Jolla
Canyon, ~5 mi SE of the site,
and it is known to breed in
Santa Clara River, 10 mi to
the northwest.

Mammals

Antrozous
pallidus

Pallid bat

-/-

CSC

G5/S3

Corynorhinus
townsendii

Pale bigeared bat

-/-

-

G4T4/S2S3

Deserts, grasslands, shrublands,
woodlands & forests. Most common
in open, dry habitats with rocky
areas for roosting. Roosts must
protect bats from high
temperatures. Very sensitive to
disturbance of roosting sites.
Lives in a wide variety of habitats
but most common in mesic sites.

Possible: suitable foraging
habitat present onsite

Possible: suitable foraging
habitat present onsite
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Scientific
Name

Common
Name

Fed/State1

CDFG2

G-Rank/
S-Rank3

pallescens

Myotis
ciliolabrum

Western
small-footed
myotis

-/-

-

G5/S2S3

Myotis evotis

Long-eared
myotis

-/-

-

G5/S4?

Myotis
thysanodes

Fringed
myotis

-/-

-

G4G5/S4

Myotis volans

Long-legged
myotis

-/-

-

G5/S4?

Myotis
yumanensis

Yuma myotis

-/-

-

G5/S4?

Neotoma lepida
intermedia

San Diego
desert
woodrat

-/-

CSC

G5T3?/S3?

Required Habitat
Need appropriate roosting,
maternity, and hibernacula sites
free from human disturbance.
Wide range of habitats mostly arid
wooded & brushy uplands near
water. Seeks cover in caves,
buildings, mines & crevices.
Prefers open stands in forests and
woodlands. Requires drinking
water. Feeds on a wide variety of
small flying insects.
Found in all brush, woodland &
forest habitats from sea level to
about 9,000 ft. Prefers coniferous
woodlands & forests. Nursery
colonies in buildings, crevices,
spaces under bark, & snags. Caves
used primarily as night roosts.
In a wide variety of habitats, optimal
habitats are pinyon-juniper, valley
foothill hardwood & hardwoodconifer. Uses caves, mines,
buildings or crevices for maternity
colonies and roosts.
Most common in woodland & forest
habitats above 4,000 ft. Trees are
important day roosts; caves &
mines are night roosts. Nursery
colonies usually under bark or in
hollow trees, but occasionally in
crevices or buildings.
Optimal habitats are open forests
and woodlands with sources of
water over which to feed.
Distribution is closely tied to bodies
of water. Maternity colonies in
caves, mines, buildings or crevices.
Coastal scrub of southern California
from San Diego County to San Luis
Obispo County. Moderate to dense
canopies preferred. They are
particularly abundant in rock
outcrops & rocky cliffs & slopes.

Likelihood of
Occurrence4

Possible: suitable foraging
habitat present onsite

Possible: suitable foraging
habitat present onsite

Possible: suitable foraging
habitat present onsite

Possible: suitable foraging
habitat present onsite

Possible: suitable foraging
habitat present onsite

Reported: was trapped at
Camarillo Reg Park (Impact
Sciences, Sep. 1997). Nests
observed along N property
line with park are probably
this species.

are considered sensitive. Prairie falcon and peregrine falcon possibly forage over the open
grasslands of the site, but the rock formations within the campus and the potential future open
space conveyance area do not appear suitable for breeding. No reports of breeding by these
species in this vicinity are known. The endangered peregrine falcon is known to forage in the
general area since it has been observed at Point Mugu Rock and Mugu Lagoon. The grasslands
are foraging habitat for white-tailed kites, and provide winter foraging habitat for migratory
merlin and ferruginous hawk.
The potential future open space conveyance area contains tall, ornamental trees that could be
utilized by common raptors, such as the red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), for nesting. The
main campus and adjacent areas also contain suitable nesting habitat for many common avian
species, such as Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna), common yellowthroat, California towhee
(Pipilo crissalis), song sparrow, and house finch. Most native species and their nests are
protected from take by California Fish and Game (CFG) Code 3503 and the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (MBTA).
Special-Status Plant Species. Nine special-status plant species are known to exist or have
the potential to occur within the main campus and the potential future open space conveyance
area, and those species are listed in Table 4.3-5 (next page). No special status plant species are
expected or known to occur within the New Access Road Area. Of the nine species, three
special-status plant species exist onsite, including Blochman's dudleya (Dudleya blochmaniae ssp.
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blochmaniae), Verity's dudleya (Dudleya verityi), and Conejo buckwheat (Eriogonum crocatum).
These known species are discussed below.
Table 4.3-5 Special-Status Plants Species Tracked in the Vicinity of CSUCI
Scientific Name

Common Name

Calochortus
plummerae

Plummer's
mariposa-lily

Delphinium parryi
ssp. blochmaniae

Dudleya
blochmaniae
ssp. blochmaniae

Dudleya parva

CNPS6

-/-

1B.2

Dune larkspur

G4T2/S2.2

-/-

1B.2

Blochman's
dudleya

G2T2/S2.1

-/-

1B.1

Conejo dudleya

Verity's dudleya

Eriogonum
crocatum

Conejo
buckwheat

Pentachaeta
lyonii

Fed/State

G3/S3.2

Dudleya verityi

Lasthenia
glabrata
ssp. coulteri

G-Rank/
S-Rank5

Coulter's
goldfields

Lyon's
pentachaeta

G2/S2.1

G1/S1.1

G2/S2.1

G4T3/S2.1

G1/S1.1

FT/-

FT/-

-/SR

-/-

FE/FE

Required Habitat
Coastal scrub, chaparral,
valley and foothill
grassland, cismontane
woodland, lower montane
coniferous forest. Occurs
on rocky and sandy sites,
usually of granitic or
alluvial material.
Common after fire. 901,610 m.
Chaparral, coastal dunes
(maritime). On rocky
areas & dunes. 30-375
m.
Coastal scrub, coastal
bluff scrub, valley and
foothill grassland. Open,
rocky slopes; in shallow
clays over serpentine or
in rocky areas. 5-450 m.

Likelihood of
Occurrence7
Likely: suitable coastal
sage scrub habitat
present on the campus
hillsides; known 1 mi E
of site in Long Grade
Canyon in coastal sage
scrub on N- facing
slopes
Possible: known ~1
mile SE of site in thin
volcanic soils and rocky
slopes
Observed by Rincon
(1999) in rock outcrops
onsite
Likely: suitable coastal
sage scrub habitat
present onsite and
tracked ~1 mi NE of
potential future
conveyance area
Observed by Rincon
(1999) south of
children’s unit & outside
property line W of
debris basin damn, both
on volcanic outcrops
Observed by Rincon
(1999) along southern
property boundary ridge
and scattered on
volcanic slopes of hill
NE of the S&T building

1B.2

Coastal scrub, valley and
foothill grassland. In
clayey or volcanic soils on
rocky slopes and grassy
hillsides. 60-450 m.

1B.2

Chaparral, cismontane
woodland, coastal scrub.
On volcanic rock outcrops
in the Santa Monica
Mountains. 60-120 m.

1B.2

Chaparral, coastal scrub,
valley and foothill
grassland. Conejo
volcanic outcrops; rocky
sites. 50-580 m.

1B.1

Coastal salt marshes,
playas, valley and foothill
grassland, vernal pools.
Usually found on alkaline
soils in playas, sinks, and
grasslands. 1-1,400 m.

Possible: only marginal
grassland habitat exists
onsite

1B.1

Chaparral, valley and
foothill grassland. Edges
of clearings in chap.,
usually at the ecotone
between grassland and
chaparral or edges of

Unlikely: marginal
habitat onsite. Focused
plant surveys in
potential fuel mod.
zones and areas
adjacent to proposed
development failed to

5

For Global-Rank and State-Rank, refer to Table 4.3-3 above.
For CNPS List Definitions, refer to Tables 4.3-1 and 4.3-2 above.
7
Likelihood of occurrence based on the nearest known/tracked location with respect to the CSUCI Campus, species’ habitat
requirements, and the presence of required habitat in the project site.
Observed = Species was either directly observed by Rincon Consultants;
Reported/Known = Species is known onsite or reported onsite from independent studies;
Likely = Suitable habitat exists onsite, and the species is tracked or documented nearby;
Possible = Marginal habitat exists onsite, or the species is tracked or documented nearby;
Unlikely = No suitable habitat exists onsite, and the species is not known or tracked nearby.
6
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Scientific Name

Common Name

G-Rank/
S-Rank5

Fed/State

CNPS

6

Required Habitat
firebreaks. 30-630 m.

Senecio
aphanactis

Chaparral
ragwort

G3?/S1.2

-/-

2.2

Astragalus
brauntonii

Braunton’s
milk-vetch

G2/S2.1

FE/-

1B.1

Dudleya cymosa
ssp. ovatifolia

Santa Monica
dudleya

G5T2/S2.2

FT/-

1B.2

Dudleya cymosa
ssp. marcescens

Marcescent
dudleya

G5T2/S2.2

FT/SR

1B.2

Cismontane woodland,
coastal scrub. Drying
alkaline flats. 20-575 m.
Closed-cone coniferous
forest, chaparral, coastal
scrub, valley and foothill
grassland. Recent burns
or disturbed areas in stiff
gravelly clay soils
overlying granite or
limestone. 4-640 m.
Chaparral, coastal scrub
in canyons on
sedimentary
conglomerates; primarily
N-facing slopes. 210-500
m.
Chaparral on sheer rock
surfaces and rocky
volcanic cliffs. 180-520
m.

Likelihood of
Occurrence7
discover this plant.
Possible: marginal
habitat present onsite

Possible: suitable
coastal sage scrub
habitat onsite

Possible: suitable
coastal sage scrub
habitat onsite

Unlikely: marginal
habitat onsite

Blochman’s dudleya. This small succulent perennial occurs on coastal bluffs and rock
outcrops usually on clay soils. This plant ranges from central California to northern Baja
California. It is found in large numbers within the potential future Open Space Conveyance
Area (Camarillo Regional Park) in the immediate vicinity of volcanic rock outcrops. It is also
known to occur southeast of the campus in Long Grade Canyon south of Potrero Road. This
species exists within the CSU campus in the rock outcrops south of the residential area and
within the rock outcrops on the upper ridge along the northern property line with Camarillo
Regional Park. Other populations are also likely to occur within the CSU property on Round
Mountain and the central hillside.
Verity’s dudleya. This small succulent is extremely limited in distribution, occurring
only along the western flank of the Santa Monica Mountains, mostly on the lower slopes of
Conejo Mountain. A population of this plant is located within CSU property south of the
residential area, while a second population is located immediately outside the property line
southerly of the debris basin dam in the eastern portion of the CSU property. Both of these
populations are on massive volcanic boulder outcrops that are nearly inaccessible.
Conejo buckwheat. This plant is found along the ridge that marks the southern
property boundary of the main campus and scattered on the volcanic slopes of the hill northeast
of the central campus. It is a perennial subshrub that occurs on the western flank of the Santa
Monica Mountains from the Conejo Grade to Thousand Oaks, typically within volcanic-derived
soils. The onsite populations are fairly extensive.
Besides these state and federally recognized species, two plant species at the site may be
considered of local concern. Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae) is found in reasonable
numbers in the laurel sumac grassland and non-native grassland north of the residential area.
The California Native Plant Society has placed this plant on their List 4, a “watch list” for plants
of limited distribution that are uncommon enough that their status should be monitored
regularly.
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Protected Trees. While native trees such as coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), southern
California black walnut (Juglans californica var. californica), and California sycamore (Platanus
racemosa) are protected under the Ventura County Tree Protection Ordinance (Non-Coastal
Zoning Ordinance Sec. 8107-25), the campus as a part of the California State University system
is outside of County jurisdiction with respect to such trees.
Sensitive and Critical Habitats. In addition to sensitive plants and animals, vegetation in
California is accorded sensitivity rankings by CNPS and CDFG within the community
classification of Holland (1986). Table 4.3-6 (nest page) lists the nine sensitive habitats tracked
and observed in the vicinity of the CSUCI campus. CSUCI contains four sensitive plant
communities, including coastal and valley freshwater marsh, southern riparian forest, southern
willow scrub, and Venturan coastal sage scrub. Venturan coastal sage scrub is considered a
special-status habitat type by regulatory agencies due to its declining status in southern
California and its known function as preferred habitat for the California gnatcatcher and several
other sensitive animal species. Riparian habitats are also considered a sensitive by regulatory
agencies due to extensive loss resulting from development in southern California. Figure 4.3-3
maps the sensitive and critical habitats that are located within a 5-mile search area conducted of
the CNDDB.
Table 4.3-6 Sensitive Habitats Tracked in the Vicinity of CSUCI
G-Rank/S-Rank8

Observed Onsite?

G4/S4

No

G2/S2.1

No

G4/S4

Yes

Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh

G2/S2.2

Yes

Southern Willow Scrub

G3/S2.1

Yes

G4/S4

No

Valley Needlegrass Grassland

G1/S3.1

No

Valley Oak Woodland

G3/S2.1

No

Venturan Coastal Sage Scrub

G3/S3.1

Yes

Scientific Name
Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest
Southern Coastal Salt Marsh
Southern Riparian Forest

Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian Woodland

Freshwater marsh is located in a detention pond in the western portion of Long Grade Canyon
Creek. Freshwater marsh habitat is also present within Calleguas Creek; however, this habitat
is low in quality due to disturbance and a prevalence of non-native, ruderal species, especially
stands of giant reed (Arundo donax; see Figure 4.3-1). Small, narrow stands of southern willow
scrub occur throughout the length of Long Grade Canyon Creek. The stands lack density and
thus provide only marginal quality habitat for species that are restricted to riparian scrub
communities. Southern riparian scrub and southern riparian forest exist within the riparian
zone of much of the portion of Calleguas Creek that flows along the northern boundary of the
potential future Open Space Conveyance Area. A variety of Venturan coastal sage scrub plant
series exists in small to large stands throughout the remaining undeveloped portions of the
campus as well as extensively on the steeper slopes throughout the potential future Open Space
Conveyance Area.

8

For Global-Rank and State-Rank, refer to Table 4.3-3.
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Jurisdictional Areas and Wetlands. Wetlands and streams such as Long Canyon Grade
channel are also protected by regulations promulgated from the state and federal Clean Water
Acts, California Fish and Game Code, and by local and RWQCB.
The main portion of the New Access Road Area contains a fallow agricultural field that was
used for row crop farming until 2007. The property boundary for this area also includes Long
Grade Canyon Creek and half of the width of Calleguas Creek. Both creeks are confined to softbottom channels between levees. In addition an east-west oriented drainage ditch is located at
the southern end of the agricultural field along the base of the northern Long Grade Canyon
Creek levee, and an irrigation pond is located at the terminus of Long Grade Canyon Creek.
Rincon conducted a detailed jurisdictional delineation of the New Access Road Area per
USACE approved methodologies in October 2008, and determined that Calleguas Creek and
Long Grade Canyon Creek are subject to USACE, RWQCB, and CDFG jurisdiction, but the
agricultural ditch in the adjacent agricultural field is isolated and only subject to RWQCB and
CDFG jurisdiction. (It should be noted that the regulatory agencies make the final jurisdictional
determination.) Tables 4.3-7 and 4.3-8 (following page) summarize the total acreage of
jurisdictional waters in the study area per regulatory agency, separated between Calleguas
Creek, Long Grade Canyon Creek, and the agricultural ditch. Figure 4.3-4 depicts the current
location and extent of jurisdictional waters within the New Road Access Area.
Table 4.3-7 USACE and RWQCB Jurisdictional Acreage
within the New Road Access Area
USACE and RWQCB Jurisdiction
Drainage

Non-Wetland Waters
Acres (LF*)

Wetland Waters
Acres (LF)

RWQCB Isolated
Wetlands/Waters
Acres (LF)

Calleguas Creek

0.31 (1,806)

2.86 (1,806)

---

Long Grade Canyon Creek

0.35 (1,083)

5.32 (2,347)

---

Agricultural Ditch

---

---

1.43 (4,673)

Total

0.66 (2,889)

8.18 (4,153)

1.43 (4,673)

*LF = Linear feet

Table 4.3-8 CDFG Jurisdictional Acreage within the Study Area
Drainage

Streambed and Associated Riparian Habitat Acres (LF*)

Calleguas Creek

3.79 (1,806)

Long Grade Canyon Creek

7.64 (3,430)

Agricultural Ditch

1.43 (4,673)

Total

12.86 (9,909)

*LF = Linear feet

Please note that jurisdictional waters and wetlands (Table 4.3-7) refer to those areas that require
a permit from the USACE and a water quality certification from the RWQCB if they were to be
affected by fill associated with project development. RWQCB isolated waters are not subject to
the federal Clean Water Act regulations, but are subject to state regulations regarding waste
discharge under the Porter-Cologne Act. It should also be noted that Calleguas Creek is subject
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to intermittent vegetation removal both naturally and under permit by the VCWPD. Therefore,
delineation of wetlands that are determined in part by vegetation coverage was based on
current characteristics.
CDFG jurisdiction is determined based on riparian habitat and the location of bed, bank, and
channel as compared to vegetation, soil, and hydrologic parameters. CDFG jurisdiction extends
the width of the creek channels from the top edge of the levees.
Wildlife Movement. The CSUCI campus and potential future conveyance areas are not
within any mapped regional wildlife movement corridor; however, Calleguas Creek does
provide an important pathway for the movement of aquatic related organisms from the Pacific
Ocean to the upper parts of its watershed. In addition, the undeveloped lands on campus and
in the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area lie at the western edge of the Santa Monica
Mountains and so are part of a primarily undisturbed core natural area containing native
habitats and associated wildlife.

4.3.2 Impact Analysis
Previous biological analyses were prepared for the Master Plan Area as part of the 1998
Campus Master Plan EIR, which has been incorporated by reference. Further biological studies
conducted at the project site and included herein include a sensitive plant survey within
potential fuel modification zones adjacent to proposed development areas during June and July
of 1999 and recent (October 2008) wetland delineation surveys.
a. Significance Thresholds
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Chapter 1, Section 21001 (c) states that it is
the policy of the State of California to “prevent the elimination of fish and wildlife species due
to man’s activities, ensure that fish and wildlife populations do not drop below selfperpetuating levels, and preserve for future generations representations of all plant and animal
communities.” Environmental impacts relative to biological resources are assessed herein using
impact significance criteria encompassing CEQA guidelines and federal, state and local plans,
regulations, and ordinances. The State CEQA Guidelines Appendix G provides the following
general statements to determine if significant impacts to biological resources could occur if a
project action would:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect (i.e. significantly reduce species population, reduce
species habitat, restrict reproductive capacity), either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status
species in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by CDFG or USFWS;
b) Have a substantial adverse effect (i.e. direct/indirect reduction) on any riparian habitat
or other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies
regulations, or by the CDFG or USFWS;
c) Have a substantial adverse effect (i.e. direct/indirect reduction) on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including but not limited to,
marsh vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, or hydrological
interruption, or other means;
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d) Interfere substantially (i.e. direct/indirect reduction) with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites;
e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a
tree preservation policy or ordinance; and
f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Preservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan.
To determine whether or not impacts can be sufficiently mitigated or whether the project would
result in an unavoidable adverse significant impact to species listed under an ESA, the
regulatory framework of the state and federal ESAs as outlined above (page 4.3-8) needs to be
considered. The criteria established under these acts provide a basis for determining whether
or not a significant impact is fully mitigated, and sufficient compliance with these laws to obtain
an incidental take permit indicates that impacts have been reduced to a level of less than
significant.
b. Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significant biological effects were previously identified to occur as a result of the CSUCI Master
Plan, as discussed in the 1998 Master Plan EIR. The following discussion is limited to changes
and additional impacts that would result from the proposed Master Plan revisions.
09-Impact BIO-1

Potential impacts to endangered or threatened wildlife
species or other special-status wildlife species due to the
reduction of habitat. Impacts are Class II, significant but
mitigable.

Three federally and/or state listed wildlife species may occur onsite; however, no designated
critical habitat for these species exists within the boundaries of the campus or the potential
future Open Space Conveyance Area. Specifically, American peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus
anatum) is a State Endangered species that may forage and hunt in habitats present within the
New Access Road Area and in the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area habitats.
However, the project sites do not contain suitable nesting habitat and the primary forage area
for this species is the coastal resources further south of the site. No significant impacts to this
species would be anticipated from the current proposed actions.
Coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica) is a federally threatened species
that could potentially nest in the Venturan coastal sage scrub habitat present within the campus
and the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area; however, its presence is considered
unlikely as it has never been observed in this portion of the Santa Monica Mountains.
Therefore, given its lack of presence, no impacts to this species is likely.
Least Bell's vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus) is a federally and state listed endangered species that was
observed by Rincon during the 2008 wetland delineation within the eastern portion of Long
Grade Canyon Creek. Although the riparian stands in this area lack the density and structure
preferred by this species for nesting and the bird seen was likely a transient migrant, the
construction of the road and pedestrian bridges would remove willow vegetation that is used
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by this species for foraging and cover. If vegetation is removed while the least Bell’s vireo is
present and potentially nesting, this impact would be considered significant.
Additional special status species in the project area include the western whiptail, coast horned
lizard, Cooper’s hawk, tri-colored blackbird, southern California rufous-crowned sparrow,
yellow warbler, white-tailed kite, merlin, prairie falcon, yellow-breasted chat, loggerhead
shrike, San Diego desert woodrat, and several species of bats. Development of facilities in the
New Access Road Area would not directly affect an appreciably amount of the habitat needed
by these species, and impacts are considered less than significant in this area. Several of these
animals are also likely to be present within the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area
and could be affected by recreation development actions that may occur within that area. Since
the full scope of recreational development is unknown at this time, the level of effects is also
unknown. Current proposed actions would involve primarily maintenance activities (such as
road repairs) and the construction of a small facility at the former dairy area, a location that was
previously disturbed and contains no habitat for special status species. These near term actions
are unlikely to have a significant effect on special status wildlife species. However, future use
of the area may include the development of a new trailhead and construction of new trails
throughout the open space area. The trailhead (parking area and possibly fencing and signage)
is expected to be developed within the previously disturbed and ruderal areas in the central
portion of the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area and would not affect native
habitats on which special status wildlife are dependent. However, depending on whether or
not any new trails are developed and located in such an area as to disturb critical habitat
features for these animals, significant impacts could occur. In addition to these direct effects,
indirect effects to special status wildlife could occur as follows:
x
x
x
x

Construction-related noise and increased human presence may disrupt foraging,
sleeping patterns, and breeding behavior and displacement of individuals;
Disturbance of nests during breeding season by site users moving through native
habitat;
Provision of landscaping and alternative food sources that could attract nest predators
such as crows to the project site and so to the sensitive bird nests; and
Disturbance associated with onsite noise and light.

The loss of coastal sage scrub and riparian habitats would incrementally reduce the populations
of those sensitive animals found within these habitat types. However, as discussed in the 1998
Master Plan EIR, the amount of habitat remaining for these species within the campus is
substantial enough to maintain their local breeding populations. Nonetheless, the potential loss
of individuals of, and indirect impacts to, endangered or threatened wildlife species or other
special-status wildlife species is considered a potentially significant impact unless adequately
mitigated.
Mitigation Measures. The potential for significant effects associated with the current
actions is dependent on the location of future, unknown long term development relative to the
location of special status wildlife habitat. Subsequent biological field studies are necessary
once final plans have been developed such that an actual trail design or other recreational
resource is available for assessment and avoidance measures can be implemented. The
following mitigation measures are proposed to reduce impacts to endangered and threatened or
otherwise special-status wildlife species.
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09-BIO-1(a)

Special-status wildlife species surveys shall be conducted within the
Open Space Conveyance Area to determine the presence/absence of
any endangered, threatened, or otherwise sensitive wildlife species
at such time that specific facilities are proposed. Should the survey
results conclude the presence of endangered or threatened species,
consultation with USFWS or the CDFG will be required to
determine whether or not an incidental take permit may be
necessary. Also, prior to the commencement of any subsequent
grading operations or other activities involving disturbance of
natural habitat, a survey would be conducted to locate specialstatus wildlife species within 100 feet of the outer extent of projected
soil disturbance activities, and any special status wildlife species
encountered shall be relocated to suitable habitat outside of the
fenced construction area by a qualified biologist in accordance with
appropriate permits. A biological monitor will also be present at
the initiation of vegetation clearing to provide an education
program to the construction operators regarding the efforts needed
to protect special-status wildlife species. Fencing or flagging would
be installed around the limits of grading prior to the initiation of
vegetation clearing.

09-BIO-1(b)

The winter prior to construction activities within Long Grade
Canyon Creek, a habitat assessment shall be performed within Long
Grade Canyon Creek to determine the suitability of the habitat to
support least Bell’s vireo. If the habitat assessment indicates that
suitable habitat exists onsite to support breeding and nesting by
least Bell’s vireo, USFWS protocol surveys shall be conducted for
least Bell’s vireo prior to any construction activity within the creek,
including vegetation clearing. If federal listed endangered or
threatened wildlife species are found within any proposed
development areas, CSUCI shall obtain the necessary signed copies
of an incidental take permit and associated enacting agreements
prior to the initiation of alteration of natural habitats containing
such species.

Incidental take for species would be via either the Section 7 consultation process or through the
preparation of a Section 10(a) Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). To determine whether or not
impacts can be sufficiently mitigated or whether the project would result in an unavoidable
adverse significant impact to species listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the
regulatory framework of the ESA needs to be considered. Acquisition of a take permit requires
that the impact be avoided to the extent practicable, that the impact be minimized, or that
compensatory mitigation (typically in the form of habitat acquisition and/or restoration) be
performed. This establishes performance criteria whereby in the regulatory opinion of the
authorizing agency, the impacts to the listed species is reduced such that a finding of “no
jeopardy” can be made. The criteria established under this act provides a basis for determining
whether or not a significant impact is fully mitigated, and compliance with this regulatory
process sufficiently to obtain an incidental take permit indicates that impacts have been reduced
to a level of less than significant.
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09-BIO-1(c)

Lighting near habitat occupied by special-status wildlife species
shall be shielded and directed away from that habitat. Lighting of
parking lot areas would be limited to an intensity only sufficient to
provide safe passage. Any fixed in place sound amplification
equipment shall be shielded from occupied habitat to reduce effects
on breeding special-status wildlife species. A qualified biologist
will review lighting and sound plans prior to construction to ensure
that the proposed plans minimize potential impacts on specialstatus wildlife species.

Significance After Mitigation. Please note that additional mitigation measures for nighttime
lighting are applied under 09-Impact-AES-2 in Section 4.1 Aesthetics. After successful
implementation of the proposed mitigation measures, the level of significance for impacts to
special-status wildlife species potentially onsite, would be reduced to less than significant.
09-Impact BIO-2.

Implementation of the proposed project could result in the
disturbance or loss of nesting birds. Impacts are Class II,
significant but mitigable.

Multiple bird species are expected to nest (breed) within the trees around the campus, within
the natural habitats within the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area, and in the
riparian areas associated with Long Grade Canyon Creek and Calleguas Creek. Construction
activity during the bird nesting period can result in the unnecessary loss of bird nests, which is
regulated by the California Fish and Game Code (Sections 3503 and 3503.5). Therefore, impacts
to native nesting birds or raptor nests as a result of the project development and construction
activities is considered a potentially significant impact unless adequately mitigated.
Mitigation Measures. The following mitigation measure revises and updates Mitigation
Measure S-BIO-4 from the 2000 SEIR and is proposed to reduce impacts to nesting birds.
09-BIO-2

If vegetation clearing (including tree pruning and removal) or other
project construction is to be initiated during the bird breeding
season (February 1 through August 31), pre-construction/grading
surveys shall be conducted by a qualified ornithologist. Surveys
would begin 30 days prior to initial disturbance activities and
would continue once per week, with the last survey being
conducted no more than three days prior to the initiation of
clearance/construction work. If a nesting bird or special-status
species is located, consultation with the local CDFG representative
would occur to determine what avoidance actions may be taken. If
any active non-raptor bird nests are found, a suitable buffer area
(varying from 25-300 feet) depending on the particular species
found is established from the nest, and that area is avoided until the
nest becomes inactive (vacated). If any active raptor bird nests are
found, a suitable buffer area of typically 250-500 feet from the nest is
established, and that area is avoided until the nest becomes inactive
(vacated). Limits of construction to avoid a nest should be
established in the field with flagging and stakes or construction
fencing. Construction personnel should be instructed on the
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sensitivity of the area. The applicant should record the results of
the recommended protective measures described above to
document compliance with applicable State and federal laws
pertaining to the protection of nesting birds.
Significance After Mitigation. After successful implementation of Mitigation Measure 09BIO-2(a), the level of significance for potential impacts to nesting birds would be reduced to less
than significant.
09-Impact BIO-3.

Potential impacts to endangered, threatened, or rare plant
species or other special-status plant species. Impacts are
Class II, significant but mitigable.

Three special-status plant species were observed by Rincon Consultants during the 1999 study
within the Master Plan area, including Blochman's dudleya (Dudleya blochmaniae ssp.
blochmaniae [CNPS List 1B.1]), Verity's dudleya (Dudleya verityi [federally threatened]), and
Conejo buckwheat (Eriogonum crocatum [state rare]). Several extensive stands of Blochman’s
dudleya are located on steep slopes in generally inaccessible areas within the potential future
Open Space Conveyance Area. In addition Plummer's mariposa-lily (Calochortus plummerae
[CNPS List 1B.2]) and Conejo dudleya (Dudleya parva [federally threatened]) are also expected
within the project area due to suitable habitat and because they are tracked nearby. While no
specific actions are proposed that would affect the known locations of these special-status plant
species, there is potential to impact special-status plant species within the potential future Open
Space Conveyance Area due to alterations to the natural vegetation if new trails were to be
developed within natural areas. The loss of endangered, threatened, or rare plant species or
other special-status plant species and their habitat as a result would be considered a potentially
significant impact unless adequately mitigated.
Mitigation Measures. The following mitigation measures are proposed to reduce
impacts to special-status plant species. These mitigation measures provide for the development
of conservation and restoration measures that would result in full mitigation for any loss of
listed species. It is at the CDFG’s discretion as to whether or not the actions that an applicant
may propose meet the criteria listed above such that a finding of “no jeopardy” can be made.
09-BIO-3(a)

Prior to any future construction activities within native scrub and
grassland habitats, floristic spring surveys for sensitive plant species
shall be performed during the blooming period, when species
known and potentially onsite are observable and can be identified
to species. The supplemental focused rare plant surveys shall
follow survey guidelines as developed by CDFG and CNPS,
including: 1) the site shall be traversed on foot by walking
meandering transects to ensure thorough coverage of the area; 2)
surveys shall be spaced throughout the spring and summer
growing season to document the site’s flora; and 3) surveys shall be
floristic in nature, and all plant species observed shall be recorded
and identified to a sufficient level to determine rarity. Voucher
specimens of unknown taxa shall be collected and brought back to
the laboratory for identification, and questionable specimens shall
be reviewed by local experts. Any locations of newly observed
California State University Channel Islands
4.3-32

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 4.3 Biological Resources

special-status plant species shall be marked and mapped using a
Trimble® GeoXTTM GPS unit capable of sub-meter accuracy.
09-BIO-3(b)

If a listed endangered, threatened, or rare species occurs within any
proposed trail right of way or within the bounds of any subsequent
development in the Open Space Conveyance Area, the proposed
trail or structure shall be moved or redesigned such that the
grading/construction zone shall not be within 200 feet of the
identified population.
Construction monitors shall be present during grading or other
construction activity within 300 feet of known sensitive plant
locations. Construction operators shall be educated as to the species
identification and sensitivity, and shall be directed to avoid impacts
to such plants.

Significance After Mitigation. After successful implementation of the proposed
mitigation measures, the level of significance for impacts to endangered, threatened, or rare
plant species and other special-status plant species potentially onsite would be reduced to less
than significant.
09-Impact BIO-4

Future unknown recreational development could result in
the disturbance or reduction in extent of sensitive Venturan
coastal sage scrub habitat. Current near term impacts are
Class III, less than significant, but future cumulative
impacts may be significant and would require subsequent
environmental documentation.

Venturan coastal sage scrub is considered a sensitive habitat by regulatory agencies due to its
declining status in southern California and its known function as preferred habitat for specialstatus wildlife species such as coastal California gnatcatcher. The full extent of potential
impacts to this habitat type is currently unknown since no specific actions beyond attending to
deferred maintenance and operating educational field walks have been finalized for the
potential future Open Space Conveyance Area. However, most near term proposed alterations
to this potential future conveyance area, including the new greenhouse, will occur in already
disturbed areas. In addition, it is anticipated that the trailhead facility would be developed
within the ruderal and previously disturbed habitats in the central portion of this area.
Nonetheless, it is possible that facilities may be located near to coastal scrub habitat and so
require fuel modification in this habitat, or that new trails may be developed within this habitat.
While the amount that would be removed as a consequence of such minimal development is not
likely to be substantial, the cumulative loss of coastal sage scrub is considered significant.
Mitigation Measures. The current near term actions anticipated for the potential future
Open Space Conveyance Area would not have a significant effect on sensitive communities.
However, in the event that new trails are designed and proposed for construction, or that
structures are located adjacent to sensitive habitats such that they would be removed by fuel
modification requirements, significant cumulative impacts could occur. In the event that such
future projects are proposed, subsequent environmental documentation will be required to
determine appropriate mitigation measures for such actions.
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Significance After Mitigation. Less than significant without mitigation for the potential
future conveyance. Future plans would need to be evaluated separately.
09-Impact BIO-5

Implementation of the proposed project would result in the
fill of wetland/riparian habitat and jurisdictional areas, but
such fill is planned for and new wetland areas will be
developed as a result of the new levee construction.
Impacts are Class IV, beneficial.

Long term growth of the CSUCI campus as envisioned by the Campus Master Plan would
result in the loss of jurisdictional waters and wetlands and riparian habitat as previously
documented in the 1998 EIR and the 2000 SEIR. As a consequence, a Habitat Mitigation and
Monitoring Plan (HMMP) was developed in 2002 to offset impacts to USACE, RWQCB, and
CDFG jurisdictional waters and wetlands resulting from implementation of the Campus Master
Plan. The HMMP was approved by these regulatory agencies resulted in the creation and/or
restoration of approximately 10.33 acres of native habitat, including wetlands, channel
plantings, and buffers. Of this acreage, approximately 6.11 acres is applicable to USACE habitat
mitigation, approximately 5.76 acres is applicable to RWQCB mitigation (2.57 acres of waters
and 3.19 acres of wetlands), and 10.33 acres is applicable to CDFG mitigation (Final (Year 5)
Mitigation Monitoring Report: Areas A and C, for the CSUCI Campus Master Plan, October 2007). In
compliance with this HMMP and associated ACOE Permit No. 200000422-SDM, RWQCB
Certification File No. 01-002, and CDFG SAA No. 5-2001-0019, alterations were made to
jurisdictional waters during the course of campus improvements. After application of the
above developed credits, CSUCI retains credits of 5.11 acres of USACE mitigation, 1.57 acres of
RWQCB non-wetland waters, 3.19 acres of RWQCB wetlands, and 8.33 acres of CDFG
mitigation habitat.
At the time of the permit issuance, further growth of the campus into the New Access Road
Area was anticipated, but the specific effects of that action were unknown. Therefore,
Condition 8 of Permit No. 200000422-SDM stipulated that a wetland delineation be completed
and submitted to the USACE once the adjacent site was acquired and accessible. This wetland
delineation has been prepared as previously described and the impacts on jurisdictional waters
determined. The proposed project will impact Long Grade Canyon Creek at two road crossings
and two pedestrian crossings, the Calleguas Creek levee at a new flapgate location, and an
agricultural ditch north of the Long Grade Canyon Creek levee. Fill that would occur as a result
of this construction would cause 500 square feet, or 0.01 acre (100 linear feet), of permanent
impacts to USACE jurisdictional waters, 1,600 square feet, or 0.037 acre (190 linear feet), of
temporary impacts to waters, and 5,800 square feet, or 0.133 acre (150 linear feet), of temporary
impacts to wetlands. These impacts to USACE jurisdictional waters, including wetlands, would
decrease the amount of mitigation credit noted above. A modification/amendment of the
current USACE permit is needed to document these alterations.
In addition, the current activities propose to develop an additional 13.1 acres of riparian and
wetland habitat as a result of the new levee construction. This wetland habitat is being
developed as pre-mitigation in anticipation of further long term growth on the campus that will
remove isolated wetlands adjacent to the campus power plant and the creation of a recreational
facility within the upstream Long Grade Canyon Creek debris basin as described in previous
environmental documentation for the Campus Master Plan. Therefore, the net effect of the
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current action will be to increase the amount of wetland and riparian habitat within the New
Access Road Area, which is considered a beneficial effect of the proposed project.
Total RWQCB jurisdictional impacts within Long Grade Canyon Creek, Calleguas Creek, and
the agricultural ditch include 500 square feet, or 0.012 acre (100 linear feet), of permanent
impacts to waters, 9,440 square feet, or 0.217 acre (190 linear feet), of temporary impacts to
waters, and 60,250 square feet, or 1.383 acres (150 linear feet), of temporary impacts to wetlands.
These impacts to RWQCB jurisdictional areas are a regulated effect that will require a
modification of the existing Section 401 certification for the CSUCI campus. As previously
stated, the net effect of the currently proposed actions would be to increase wetland and
riparian habitat.
Within Long Grade Canyon Creek, Calleguas Creek, and the agricultural ditch, the currently
proposed actions will permanently impact 3,400 square feet, or 0.079 acre (260 linear feet), and
temporarily impact 72,891 square feet, or approximately 1.68 acres (4,953 linear feet), of CDFG
jurisdiction. These impacts to CDFG jurisdictional areas will require a modification of the
existing Streambed Alteration Agreement or re-issuance of a new agreement.
Mitigation Measures. Permits regarding the fill of jurisdictional areas as a consequence
of long term growth of CSUCI have previously been obtained and existing mitigation credits
are available to meet the needs of the current project. In addition, the proposed new levee will
enclose an area to be developed as wetland and riparian habitat that will pre-mitigate for future
growth on the CSUCI campus. Mitigation measures contained in the 2000 SEIR required the
replacement of filled wetlands through the creation of new wetlands, as indicated below:
S-BIO-3(a)

A minimum of 8.1 acres of wetland vegetation and open water
resources shall be created as part of the re-aligned Long Grade
Canyon channel and wetland restoration area in the 75-acre
parcel. This acreage shall be in addition to the 7.1 acres of existing
wetland areas, the 2.25 acres of reclaimed water storage, and the
4.4 acres of detention/debris basin.

S-BIO-3(b)

The wetland area shall be designed to contain a mix of wetland
types, including willow scrub, mulefat scrub, and freshwater
marsh elements. The wetland restoration plan shall be
implemented prior to development of the existing debris basin or
the retention basin.

Significance After Mitigation. Based on the current design and foreseeable growth of the
Campus Master Plan, the existing wetland and riparian habitat credits and the proposed
development of approximately 13.1 additional acres of riparian and wetland habitat will fully
mitigate for current and long term growth within the CSUCI campus and result in a greater
amount of wetland and riparian habitat than is present currently. Therefore, project effects are
considered beneficial with respect to these biological resources.
09-Impact BIO-6.

Implementation of the proposed project could potentially
impede local wildlife movement. Impacts are Class III, less
than significant.
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While the CSUCI campus and potential future Open Space Conveyance Area are not within any
mapped regional wildlife movement corridor, Calleguas Creek does serve as a migration
corridor for aquatic-based organisms and the campus and Camarillo Regional Park still contain
substantial natural habitats used by a variety of local wildlife species. Local movement patterns
occur through these open space areas within and in the vicinity of the project site, and these
could potentially be affected by the increased development activity in the western portion of the
CSUCI campus. In addition lighting proposed for the Portrero Soccer Fields creates the
potential for impacts to local wildlife activities and movement near Round Mountain. Near
term activities and maintenance actions within the potential future Open Space Conveyance
Area are not expected to substantially affect wildlife movement patterns because of the limited
nature of such activities and because most movement occurs at night and this area is anticipated
to be closed to nighttime activities, as the park is currently closed at night.
The potential effect to wildlife movement is mitigated by the development of an approximate
13.1 acre riparian and wetland habitat along the southern boundary of the New Access Road
Area. Once developed, this habitat area in conjunction with past revegetation of Long Grade
Canyon Creek within the campus would allow for increased wildlife movement along the Long
Grade Canyon Creek corridor by wildlife that were not able to use this area because of past
development encroachment and agricultural use. This mitigation area would provide for a
better connection between the scrub habitats on Round Mountain, which currently is relatively
isolated, to the scrub habitats of the hillsides to the east of University Drive and the potential
future Open Space Conveyance Area. Such movement could be limited by the night-lighting
associated with the proposed athletic fields and the parking lots, but mitigation measures
associated with lighting as discussed above would serve to decrease such effects and allow
wildlife passage.
Mitigation Measures. None Necessary
Significance After Mitigation. Less than significant.
c. Cumulative Impacts. Urban and agricultural development of the Oxnard Plain has
essentially eliminated the natural communities that once existed within the lowland areas. The
western portion of the Santa Monica Mountains, however, has not been developed and large
land holdings in this area are within permanent open space conservation easements. CSCUI
growth has been limited to areas that were previously developed, while the natural hillsides
have been retained and continue to be planned to be maintained as open space for the campus.
Nonetheless, development of other areas within the Calleguas Creek watershed would result in
further significant native habitat losses. The proposed conveyance of natural habitats
associated with the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area into the Campus Master Plan
and its future primary continued use as a recreation and open space area would further limit
potential cumulative growth adjacent to the CSUCI campus, thereby reducing potential
cumulative impacts.
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4.4 CULTURAL RESOURCES
4.4.1

Setting

Existing archival information was located and examined to determine the location and
nature of known and previously recorded cultural resources on and near the project site. The
following sources were consulted for pertinent materials:
x
x

South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) records search; and
Meetings with Dr. Colleen Delaney-Rivera, Assistant Professor of Archaeology, CSUCI and
Raudel Banuelos, Chumash Native American representative and Associate Director Facility
Services Operations, Planning, & Construction CSUCI.

a. Area History. A summary of the prehistory and history of the general project area is
discussed below. Additional ethnographic information can be found in the April 2008 HEART
Archaeological Study. This document is available upon request from the CSUCI.
Prehistory. At Spanish contact, the region was occupied by the Chumash, a diverse
population living in settlements along the California coast from Malibu Creek to the southeast,
Estero Bay in the north, Tejon Pass, Lake Casitas and the Cuyama River inland, and the islands
of San Miguel, Santa Rosa, and Santa Cruz. Chumash society became more complex over the
last 9,000 years. After 1000 A.D., changes in beads types suggest the operation of a highly
complex economic system by the time the Spanish arrived. Following the 1542 Cabrillo voyage,
many small Chumash settlements were abandoned and some of the largest historic towns were
founded. This change in population distribution is attributed to growth in importance of trade
centers and the development of more integrated political confederations. The Chumash
economic system enabled them to make efficient use of diverse environments within their
territory. Acorns and seeds were traded between the islands, mainland and interior
populations who lacked marine resources traded with coastal populations for fish and other
seafood. Most religious ceremonies had their roots in the Early Period when objects similar to
those used historically were placed in mortuary associations or owned by religious leaders.
History. Between the early voyages of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo in 1542, and Sebastian
Vizcaino in 1602, to the land expeditions of Portola in 1769, and Anza from 1773-1775/1776,
very few changes took place between Ventura and Malibu. Native American populations still
enjoyed little interference from white men until the Missions were established. The Spanish
Period was followed by the Mission Period which saw the establishment of twenty-one
missions between 1769 and 1823. These missions were located about a day’s ride from one
another along the major route, the Camino Real that connected San Diego with Solano, with
Spanish influence rarely reaching the coastal and interior areas. A Spanish Expedition led by
Gaspar de Portola, passed through the Santa Rosa Valley and the village of Calleguas in 1770 on
their return from Monterey. They passed a village near present day Newbury Park, naming it
Los Reyes, and then encountered the village of S’aptuhuy located near the west end of Lake
Sherwood. They visited the Potrero Valley and Russell Valley encountering what is believed to
have been the village of Hipuk, presently under Westlake. The next expedition was that of Juan
Baustista de Anza who followed Portola’s route in 1774 on his way to San Francisco and
camped near the Westlake area. Anza made his way through the area again in 1775. Native
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Americans were slowly assimilated into the Mission system through recruitment and were
moved from their villages and the islands to missions. It was during this period that diseases
were introduced that began decimating the Indian populations. Following the decline of the
Mission system, and during the Mexican Period, enormous land grants were given to army
veterans. Under Mexican law, most early land grants in the general area became ranchos
including Rancho’s: El Conejo, Guadalasca, Calleguas, Las Posas, Santa Clara Del Norte, and El
Rio de Santa Clara o La Colonia.
The project area was part of Rancho Guadalasca, a 30,594 acre land grant. Archival information
indicates that the land grant was vacant and uncultivated when Ysabel Yorba filed for
ownership of the land in 1836. Yorba was born in San Diego in 1789 and married Josepf
Maitorena in 1805 at Mission San Diego. She was the daughter of Antonio Yorba from Spain.
Her husband was a lieutenant stationed at the Santa Barbara Presidio, and before the couple
filed for ownership of the land, Maitorena died. It wasn’t until 1861 that the land grant was
officially conferred to Yorba. By 1871, over half of the acreage comprising the original rancho
(23,000) was purchased by William Richard Broome, comprising the southern extent of the
rancho. The northern portion comprising roughly 8,200 acres was acquired in 1906 by Joseph F.
Lewis, a business associate of the Camarillos. Lewis is credited with initiating the lima bean
industry in Ventura, acquiring the beans from sailors who brought them from Peru. In 1932, the
State of California purchased 1,760 acres of the Lewis ranch for less than $500,000. The State
established the Camarillo State Hospital on the purchased land.
The project site is located in the City of Camarillo, named for the Camarillo family. Juan
Camarillo came to the village of San Buenaventura in 1857, where he lived until purchasing
Rancho Calleguas in 1875. A post office was given the Camarillo name on November 20, 1899,
the same year the Southern pacific Railroad acquired land from the Camarillo brothers to
construct their line, and using the Camarillo name for its station. The earliest tract map
suggests that Camarillo was established with one store, a train depot, warehouse, blacksmith
shop, horse-shoeing shop, and a barber shop.
In 1929, the State Legislature appropriated $1 million to establish the Camarillo State Hospital
to relieve overcrowding in the other State hospitals. On November 1, 1936 410 patients were
admitted. Construction of the North Complex began in 1939 and was designed for female
patients. Camarillo experienced on of the most phenomenal increases in patient population of
any institution in California’s history. The patient population increased from 410 patients in
1936 to 1,082 in 1937; 2,501 in 1940; 4123 in 1945; 4,960 in 1950; 6,748 in 1953; 6,865 in 1955; and
in excess of 7,000 patients by 1957. During the years of expansion, alterations were made to the
existing ranch buildings to accommodate 100 working patients to assist in extensive farm work
and operations. The hospital was able to keep farming operations abreast of the increasing
population with increased acreage and vegetable production and by growing alfalfa for 560
Holstein cows in the dairy.
In 1976, the facility experienced a highly publicized investigation by the Ventura County Grand
Jury into a number of deaths which had occurred at the facility. The Grand Jury indicted a total
of seven employees on a variety of criminal charges, but none were prosecuted. In 1983,
Activity Centers, an innovative approach to treatment provision, were initiated at the facility.
The last group of patients left the hospital on June 10, 1997 and the hospital ceased operating.
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Since closure of the hospital, conversion of the hospital into use for California State University
Channel Islands has been ongoing.
b. Archaeological Resources. Twenty-six surveys and/or excavations have been
conducted within the record search radius of the project area (Anon 1994; Brock 1987; Clewlow
1975; King 1992, 1994; Leonard et. al 1970; Lopez 1978, 1986; Maki 1994a,b; Romani 1994; Singer
1974;, 1986; W & S Consultants 1990, 1994, 1995; and Wlodarski 1989, 1996, 1998a,b, 2000a,b,c,
2001, 2003, and 2006). At least 10 archaeological sites lie within a one-mile radius including the
village of Simomo located on the Broome Ranch to the south of the project area. Three cultural
resources have been identified (CA-VEN-174, CA-VEN-863, and 152745). CA-VEN-174 is a
solstice shrine located at Round Mountain and lies adjacent and south of the project area. CAVEN-863 is a possible Middle Period-Late Period village that lies within the project area near
the main entrance to CSUCI, west of University Drive. Lastly, site 152745 is the former
Camarillo State Hospital site and is recorded as an historic archaeological site adjacent to the
east of the project area.
Twelve past studies have encompassed portions of the project area and a study by Brock (1987)
recorded the archaeological site CA-VEN-863 within the project area. Brock recorded the site as
a major shellfish scatter with fire-affected rock on the surface encompassing a large area within
a field still utilized for agricultural purposes. Prior studies have identified a major shellfish
scatter with fire-affected rock on the surface over a large area within an agricultural field. Brock
(1987) noted bowl rim fragments, mortar and bowl fragments, spatulate fragments, mortars,
mullers, pestles and pestle fragments, manos and mano fragments, numerous flakes of chert,
chalcedony, quartzite and volcanincs, grey-orange cores, basalt cores, and a grooved siltstone
implement.
Robert Wlodarski has made frequent visits to the project site since 1998 to conduct Phase 1
Archaeological studies during the conversion of Camarillo State Hospital to the California State
University Channel Islands campus. During these visits, Wlodarski observed large amounts of
fire-affected rock, a stone bead, two Olivella beads (spire ground and cupped bead), a whole
mano and mano fragment, a whole pestle, three core fragments, a core, chipper and core
hammerstone, three quartzite hammerstones, flakes of grey and black fused shale, banded
chert, quartzite, chalcedony, rhyolite, one piece of obsidian, two scrapers, one chert point
fragment, two pieces of small mammal bone, a shark/ray vertebrae, and numerous pieces of
Protothaca, Tivela, Chione, Mytilus, Pecten, Oyster, Conus, Olivella, and a piece of Abalone Haliotis.
Prior to field work, Wlodarski consulted Dr. Colleen Delaney-Rivera, Assistant Professor of
Archaeology at CSUCI who preformed preliminary testing at CA-VEN-863 as part of an
ongoing research project. Augers and Shovel Test Pits (STPs) and the flagging and mapping of
surface artifacts have created a database for analyzing the basic characteristics of the site. This
data corresponds with Brock’s data defining the boundaries of the site. Most of the STPs and
augers located shellfish, bone and flakes at roughly 100 cm deep. Faunal remains recovered
onsite consisted primarily of rodents. Wlodarski notes hunting, trapping, and gathering what
was readily available such as the wood rat, rabbit, deer, sardine, ray, shark, fish, and sea
mammal explain the presence of these remains. All of the terrestrial mammals and maritime
species would have been available to the inhabitants within a three mile radius. The beads
discovered at the project site point to the M2a (600 B.C.) and M2b (0A.D./B.C.) period resulting
in an average age of 300 B.C. A preliminary reconnaissance was preformed by Rivera and
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Wlodarski in July 2008 to the private agricultural land to the north of the area revealed that the
site boundaries continue at least 50 meters to the north of the agricultural road and drainage
area. The site appears to be a Middle-to Late-Middle Period seasonal Chumash village with a
depth of over 90 cm. The upper soil zone (approximately 10 cm – 25 cm) appears to be within
the plow/disk zone that may have been on-going over the last 80 to 100 years.
c. Archaeological Field Survey. An Extended Phase 1 Archaeological Study was
performed by HEART to determine the horizontal and vertical extent of CA-VEN-863 within
the area of the proposed project and to provide mitigation measures to alleviate potential
impacts to this site. HEART excavated 34 4cm-by-4cm augers in the archaeological study.
Shellfish were noted in general but were not collected due to the fact that prior agricultural
activity and rodent disturbance comprised the vertical integrity of the site since the 1920s,
possibly even earlier. One shellfish sample was obtained from Rivera’s previous studies and
sent to Beta Analytic Inc., Miami, Florida for carbon dating. The results from this test provided
dates of around 300BC providing further evidence for a Middle Period settlement of CA-VEN863.
Materials collected indicate hunting and food processing and preparation occurred onsite. Fire
affected rock, burned bones, and burned shellfish indicate a hearth and/or roasting pit within
the site boundaries. From the materials collected at the project site, with the exception of the
trade item obsidian, the inhabitants of the site procured their resources from the local area.
Human remains (2nd metacarpal left side hand bone) were located onsite in unit 1 at a depth of
50-60 cm. The bone was found during the sorting process. Since the bone was not observed in
the field, the County Coroner was not notified. Native American monitors were onsite and
immediately notified. The bone was returned to Raudel Banuelos for final disposition.
Survey Findings. Based on the Extended Phase 1 Archaeological study, CA-VEN-863
lies within the area planned for future parking by the project. The site is considered significant
under CEQA due to its age (2300 BP), its possible tie to nearby Round Mountain (Satwiwa) a
known Winter Solstice sunrise ceremonial site, the recovery of human remains, and for its
potential scientific value as a Middle Period resource which is unique for the area. HEART also
notes the site may be eligible for the National or State Registers of Historic Places and on a local
level.

4.4.2 Impact Analysis
a. Methodology and Significance Thresholds. The significance of a cultural resource
and subsequently the significance of any impacts are determined by whether or not that
resource can increase our knowledge of the past. The determining factors are site content and
degree of preservation. A finding of archaeological significance follows the criteria established
in the State CEQA Guidelines. In order for a cultural resource to be considered significantly
affected under CEQA, it must first meet two criteria: 1) it must meet the definition of a
“historical resource” or a “unique archaeological resource”(13 PRC 15064.5 (a)), and 2) the
project must cause a “substantial adverse change” to the resource (13 PRC 15064.5 (b)). Most
archaeological resources are actually defined as historical resources. A resource is considered
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historic if it is eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources by one of the
following qualifications:
x
x
x
x

It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage;
It is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;
It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, method of
construction or represents a work of an important creative individual or possesses
some high artistic value; or
It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information about prehistory or history.
(Bass, et al., 1999)

Archaeological resources that do not meet any of the criteria listed above are still eligible for
protection under CEQA, if they can be categorized as “unique archaeological resources”. A
“unique archaeological resource” is defined as follows:
x
x
x
x
x

It is associated with an event or person of recognized significance in California or
American history or recognized scientific importance in prehistory;
It can provide information that is of demonstrable public interest and is useful in
addressing scientifically consequential and reasonable research questions;
It has a special or particular quality such as oldest, best example or largest or last
surviving example of its kind;
It is at least 100 years old and possesses substantial stratigraphic integrity; or
It involves important research questions that historical research has shown can be
answered only with archaeological methods. (13 PRC 21083.2)

Historical resources are considered “significantly” affected if there is demolition, destruction,
relocation, or alteration of the resource or its surroundings. Generally, impacts to historical
resources can be mitigated to below a level of significance by following the Secretary of the
Interior’s Guidelines for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving,
Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings or the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (13 PRC 15064.6 (b)).
In some circumstances, documentation of an historical resource by way of historic narrative
photographs or architectural drawings will not mitigate the impact of demolition below the
level of significance (13 PRC 15126.4 (b)(3)). Preservation in place is the preferred form of
mitigation for a “historical resource of an archaeological nature” as it retains the relationship
between artifact and context, and may avoid conflicts with groups associated with the site.
(PRC 15126.4 (b)(3)(A)). Historic resources of an archaeological nature and “unique
archaeological resources” can be mitigated to below a level of significance by:
x
x
x
x

Planning construction to miss the site;
Incorporation of sites within parks, greenspace, or other open space;
“Capping” or covering the site with a layer of chemically stable soil before building;
or
Deeding the site into a permanent conservation easement. (PRC 15126.4 (b)(3)(B)).
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In the event where archaeological resources are not preserved, “unique archaeological
resources” can only be excavated as mitigation if they are threatened with damage or
destruction by the proposed project. The time and cost limitations that may apply to the
excavation of archaeological resources in general [13 PRC 21083.2 (c-f)], do not apply to
activities that determine whether the archaeological resources are “unique” [PRC 15064.5 (c)(3)].
If an archaeological resource does not meet either the historic resource or the more specific
“unique archaeological resource” definition, impacts do not need to be mitigated (13 PRC
15064.5 (e)). Where the significance of a site is unknown, it is presumed to be significant for the
purpose of the EIR investigation.
b. Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures.
09-Impact CR-1 Construction of the proposed sports fields, parking lots, and
access roads in the area between Lewis Road and Long Grade
Creek could adversely affect known and unknown cultural
resources on the project site. This impact is considered Class
II, significant but mitigable.
Based on the previous studies of CA-VEN-863 and the HEART Extended Phase 1
Archaeological Study, the project area is determined to have high prehistoric and archaeological
resource sensitivity. The Extended Phase 1 delineates CA-VEN-863 within the borders of the
proposed project’s parking areas. The parking areas would be constructed in phases with the
west parking lot being constructed first and the east parking lot secondarily.
Since the boundaries of CA-VEN-863 have not been delineated, the sports fields may also affect
a fringe portion of CA-VEN-863.
At this time, it is reasonable to assume that the range of materials collected in the Extended
Phase 1 Archaeological Study including the presence of fire-affected rock, burned bone and
shellfish indicate a hearth and/or roasting pit in the area and provide evidence CA-VEN-863 is
a possible Middle Period Chumash village. Other resources collected onsite including a carbon
dating record of a shellfish sample date the site at 300 B.C. The site’s age (2300 BP), its possible
tie to Round Mountain (Satwiwa), the discovery of human remains, and its potential scientific
value as a Middle Period resource qualify the CA-VEN-863 site as a unique and significant
resource under CEQA.
Mitigation Measures. The following measures are recommended to avoid adverse
impacts to known and unknown cultural resources at the CA-VEN-863 site.
09-CR-1(a)

Construction. During construction (including any permitted
action requiring physical digging or grading of a project area
using mechanical equipment or hand tools, including core
sampling, soil borings, work required for placing caissons or
footings, planting trees, disking, grubbing, trenching and
installation of poles, underground electrical systems, sewers,
water mains, or other utilities, or geological/geotechnical testing)
within the southeastern corner of the new access roadway area, a
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Native American monitor shall be hired to observe any ground
disturbing activities to a depth of three feet. One Native
American monitor per major piece of excavation equipment shall
be onsite to ensure that the area is adequately monitored. A
professional archaeologist shall be consulted to demarcate the
monitoring boundaries and retained on an on-call basis to assist
CSUCI and/or the Native American monitors should a significant
find be encountered. The Native American monitors shall have
the authority to stop and redirect the equipment in the area of a
significant find until such time that it is properly evaluated by the
on-call archaeologist.
09-CR-1(b)

Future Parking Area. The parking areas would be built in phases
with the west parking area being constructed first. During the
design phase for the east parking area, additional mitigation shall
be developed to ensure archaeological resources are preserved
intact. Mitigation at a minimum shall include capping under the
direct supervision of a professional archaeologist and Native
American Monitor, soliciting input from the archaeological
community to determine the best practices to preserve and protect
the resources through capping.

Significance After Mitigation. The above measures would reduce the potential effects of
construction impacts to known and unknown cultural resources to the degree feasible. Known
cultural resources would be protected from ground disturbing activities. Implementation of
these mitigation techniques for any current unknown resources that may be unearthed during
grading would reduce impacts to a less than significant level.
c. Cumulative Impacts. Implementation of the proposed project in combination with
other development on campus as indicated in Section 3.0 and throughout the County would
cumulatively increase the potential to disturb identified and unidentified cultural resources.
Cumulative impacts to archaeological resources are therefore considered potentially significant.
However, adoption of the above mentioned cultural resource mitigation program would reduce
impacts to known and unknown archaeological resources. Similar individual investigations on
a case-by-case basis in addition to state regulations including Health and Safety Code § 7050.5,
Public Resources Code § 5097.98 and § 15064.5 of the California Code of Regulations (CEQA
Guidelines) mandate procedures to be followed, including that construction or excavation be
stopped in the event of an accidental discovery of any human remains in a location other than a
dedicated cemetery until the County coroner or medical examiner can determine whether the
remains are those of a Native American. Note that § 7052 of the Health & Safety Code states
that disturbance of Native American cemeteries is a felony. Cumulative impacts can therefore
be reduced to a level considered less than significant.
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4.5 HYDROLOGY and WATER QUALITY
4.5.1

Setting

This discussion is based on information and prior analyses conducted for the 1998 CSUCI
Master Plan EIR, 2000 CSUCI Master Plan, and 2004 Campus Master Plan SEIR.
a. Existing Drainage System. The backbone drainage system within the Master Plan
area contains two primary watersheds, the northern system and the southern system. Both of
these systems originate in the adjacent Santa Monica Mountains, then eventually converge into
a 4.4-acre irrigation pond at the downstream end of Long Grade Canyon Creek near the existing
Wastewater Treatment Facility. From there the confluenced systems eventually flow through a
series of four parallel reinforced concrete pipes (48-inch diameter) under Lewis Road and into
Calleguas Creek. These pipes are controlled by automatic flap-gates such that when flows in
Calleguas Creek rise above the flap-gate level, they are closed to influent flows from the Long
Grade Canyon Creek watershed.
An unnamed natural creek that traverses the northern portion of the CSUCI site currently
comprises the existing northern system. This unnamed creek collects flows from the offsite
watershed in the Santa Monica Mountains and transmits the flows through a culvert beneath
Channel Islands Drive at the gap in the adjacent hills and into a manmade meadow adjacent to
and easterly of University Drive. From there the flows are conveyed through an existing
double-barreled box culvert under University Drive, off the campus property, and into the
adjacent agricultural fields. The flows then spread out and sheet flow southerly to the
southwest corner of the agriculture fields where they are temporarily stored in a 1.1-acre
irrigation ditch parallel and immediately adjacent to Long Grade Canyon Creek. The water
from this ditch is pumped through one of the culvert pipes under Lewis Road to Calleguas
Creek or into the aforementioned pond depending on the current agricultural needs.
Long Grade Canyon Creek and an existing debris basin currently comprise the southern system.
Located easterly of the main campus, the debris basin was cleaned and repaired in 2002. It now
offers protection from upstream debris production or attenuation of flood peaks. This basin is
also area is planned to serve a dual use as outdoor playfields for use by the proposed K-8
School located near the site. The playfields would be designed to act as a catch basin for
potential overflow flooding from Long Grade Canyon Creek. The flows that originate upstream
of the debris basin continue through the basin and into Long Grade Canyon Creek. Flows
follow the creek alignment through the east campus area, under an existing bridge (Rincon
Road), through the northwest corner of the core campus, under an existing bridge (University
Drive), and out towards Lewis Road.
Long Grade Canyon Creek within the site is contained in a trapezoid earthen channel lined with
rock that was constructed around 1941 during development of the site as a hospital. This rocklined channel transitions downstream of the University Drive bridge to an earthen bank channel
that currently is mostly outside of the campus property. Near the northwest corner of the
Camrosa Wastewater Treatment Facility, the channel is blocked to help form the 4.4-acre
irrigation pond. High flows discharge through a single pipe (approximate 24 inches in
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diameter) and over an earthen weir into the irrigation pond. Low flows tend to back up in Long
Grade Canyon Creek and form small ponds. As storm flows fill the irrigation pond, it
eventually discharges into Calleguas Creek via the parallel pipes under Lewis Road.
b. Flooding. Areas of the CSUCI campus are susceptible to flooding as illustrated on
FEMA flood maps (See Figure 4.5-1). Calleguas and Long Grade Canyon Creek carry water that
has the potential to overtop or flood its boundaries.
Water runoff from north of the area adjacent to Long Grade Canyon Creek flows via sheetflow
to the south of the property, where flows then collect and flow westerly into the 1.1-acre
irrigation ditch. This agricultural land, particularly north of the Camrosa property, floods
frequently and standing water is generally present for several days or more following winter
storm events. All of this acquisition area is within the 100-year flood zone for Calleguas Creek,
as indicated in Figure 4.5-1.
The Calleguas Creek watershed is approximately 343 square miles and collects water from
several urban areas, including the cities of Simi Valley, Moorpark, Thousand Oaks, and
Camarillo. Peak flow upstream of the Camarillo Drive bridge is estimated at 36,000 cfs during
the 100-year storm. Because Calleguas Creek collects runoff from such a large watershed, this
peak flow occurs more than 1,274 minutes (more than 21 hours) after the beginning of the
design storm event. Peak flows from the project site would occur about two hours prior to the
peak within the creek.
While Calleguas Creek is confined within a levee system, the flow from a 100-year storm is not
contained within this system. Overflow occurs on both sides of the channel within the vicinity
of the campus, especially within the agricultural land north of the campus, including in the
proposed expanded acquisition area. Ventura County Flood Control District does not have any
current plans to contain this flow. The campus site is generally protected from flooding caused
by Calleguas Creek by berms associated with Long Grade Canyon channel and a road berm
south of the northern property line. However, the recently revised 100-year floodplain indicates
flooding in the ruderal vegetation along Camarillo Drive and in the field north of the
cogeneration plant. This flooding is probably associated with the inability of storm water
coming from the site to discharge into Calleguas Creek, and also because the open field north of
the cogeneration facility serves as a retention basin, as discussed above.
The 2004 SEIR addressed the acquisition of the area where the proposed roadways will be
constructed and its potential for flood impacts. Storm water would flow down Long Grade
Canyon Creek, receiving storm drainage from the new residential areas and flows from existing
and proposed storm drain systems of the core campus. However, the 2004 SEIR analyzed
impacts relational to the 100-year flood scenario. The proposed roadway would include a
change in flood protection from a 100-year to a 25-year storm scenario. The proposed entrance
roadway will be equipped with culverts to direct surface water flow from north of the road
southward beneath the new road and across the future playfields. Water is expected to pond on
the north side of the new levee (discussed below), just west of the future secondary road. This
low flow “holding area” or high flow “ponding area” will be equipped with a future pump
station to pump water over the new levee and into the area between the existing North Levee
and the new levee in the event of a major flooding event. Further discussion of this issue can be
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found in section 4.5.2, Impact Analysis, below.
A new earthen levee is proposed to the north of Long Grade Canyon Creek, north of the
existing North Levee, designed to contain waters within Long Grade Canyon Creek channel
during a 100-year flood event. The proposed new earthen levee will be constructed within the
expanded 154-acre new access road area from the intersection of the proposed new entrance
road with Long Grade Canyon Creek westward to Old Lewis Road. In addition to the new
earthen levee, seven 5.5 foot by 5.5 foot reinforced concrete boxes (RCB) with flapgates are
proposed at the western terminus of Long Grade Canyon Creek at Old Lewis Road south of the
proposed new levee. This RCB outlet system will be in addition to the existing system of four
48-inch diameter reinforced concrete pipes already in place adjacent to the west of the existing
North Levee.
The proposed new outlet system will enhance water flow from Long Grade Canyon Creek
under Lewis Road and into Calleguas Creek. The new RCB outlet system will also be controlled
by automatic flap-gates such that when flows in Calleguas Creek rise above the flap-gate level,
they are closed to influent flows from the Long Grade Canyon Creek watershed.

4.5.2 Impact Analysis
a. Methodology and Significance Thresholds. Previous analyses of the drainage of the
project site were prepared for the Master Plan Area as part of the 1998 Campus Master Plan
FEIR (1998 FEIR) , the 2000 Campus Master Plan SEIR (2000 SEIR), and the 2004 Campus Master
Plan SEIR (2004 SEIR) which have been incorporated herein by reference. The potential for
flood hazards at the facilities project sites is based on a comparison of proposed site uses and
their locations relative to available flood hazard mapping and proposed drainage alterations.
Impacts related to flooding are considered significant if the flooding causes direct or indirect
risks to human lives or structures.
b. Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures. Elements of the 2009 Facilities Projects
that may affect the hydrology of the site beyond what was discussed in the 1998 EIR, the 2000
SEIR, and the 2004 SEIR are described below.
Significant drainage effects were previously identified to occur as a result of the CSUCI Master
Plan, as discussed in the 1998 FEIR, 2000 SEIR, and the 2004 SEIR. The following discussion is
limited to changes and additional impacts that would result from the proposed facilities
projects.
09-Impact HYD-1

The updated design and proposed modification of
mitigation measure 03-HYD-1 for the proposed primary
access road would result in protection from 25-year
floods rather than 100-year floods as previously
proposed. The impact is Class II, significant but
mitigable.

The construction of a new entrance road and other facilities in the new access road area was
addressed in the 2000 SEIR (Impact HYD-1) and the 2004 Master Plan.
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The location of the proposed entrance road has not changed and it extends southeasterly from
Lewis Road, north of Long Grade Canyon Creek to intersect with the Campus Core, which is
located on the southern side of Long Grade Canyon Creek.
It was previously determined that the roadway should be elevated above the 100-year
floodplain. However, the area is susceptible to overflows from Calleguas Creek on the west,
which is only designed for 25-year flood protection. Therefore, even if the roadway were
designed to 100-year flood protection from Long Grade Canyon Creek, the area would still be
affected by floods greater than 25-year events due to adjacency to the Calleguas Creek levee.
Therefore, the following mitigation measure modification is proposed as part of this project.
The mitigation measure is shown with new language in underline format and deleted language
shown in strikethrough format.
03-HYD-1
09-HYD-1(a)

The primary access road, extending southeasterly from Lewis
Road, and lying north of Long Grade Canyon Creek, in the
expanded 79-acre acquisition area shall be elevated outside the
100-25-year floodplain.

As discussed in the 2000 SEIR, this area requires adequate drainage. In addition, the
elimination of the function of this area as a retention basin places a larger burden on
downstream facilities and may increase flooding of adjacent properties to the north. Therefore,
the following additional mitigation measure was recommended to offset the impact of
modifying this portion of the watershed. The mitigation measure has been updated to replace
the 100-year flow design parameter with a 25-year flow design parameter.
S-HYD-1
09-HYD-1(b)

The storm drain system for the northern system, as
incorporated into the engineered design for the proposed
future entrance road, shall be designed to adequately
accommodate 100-year 25-year event peak bulked flows
through the access road culvert system design of the road and
the incorporated culvert system.

Mitigation Measures. Mitigation measures 2009-HYD-1(a-b) would help to mitigate
impacts discussed above.
Significance After Mitigation. With implementation of the above mitigation measures,
impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level.
09-Impact HYD-2

The proposed construction of a new earthen levee north
of Long Grade Canyon Creek will increase flood water
storage capacity, reduce flooding impacts from Long
Grade Canyon Creek, and add 10 acres of wetlands to
this segment of Long Grade Canyon Creek. This is
considered a Class IV beneficial impact.
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The segment of Long Grade Canyon Creek adjacent the campus is confined by a levee system,
but is proposed for upgrade through the construction of a new 100-year flood protection levee
that will contain the 100-year flood within Long Grade Canyon Creek rather than overflowing
the northerly bank as in the existing condition. The new levee is proposed for construction
upland of the existing northerly levee, and portions of the existing northerly levee will be
removed creating the potential for additional channel flows and storage areas that will be used
to create an additional 10 acres of wetlands(as discussed in Section 4.3 Biological Resources).
Moreover, the widened channel system is estimated to accommodate an additional 10-acre feet
of water storage, resulting in reduced downstream discharges under storm events that are less
than the 100-year flow.
The proposed design will reduce downstream flooding effects by increasing storage and will
protect the proposed future playfields and west parking lot from flooding from Long Grade
Canyon Creek.
Mitigation Measures. Because Impact 2009-HYD-2 would be beneficial to the campus by
alleviating flooding from Long Grade Canyon Creek and adding approximately 10 acres of
wetlands between the existing channel and the proposed new earthen levee, no mitigation
measures are required.
Significance After Mitigation. The impact is beneficial without mitigation.
09-Impact HYD-3

The proposed construction of lighting poles, a locker
room facility and bleachers or risers within the area
bounded by the primary access road, Calleguas Creek
and Long Grade Canyon Creek would be subject to
flooding during storm events that would exceed a 25-year
flow. Construction of these improvements within the
100-year floodplain could result in loss of property or
exacerbation of downstream flooding. This is a Class II,
significant but mitigable impact.

Construction of lighting poles, a locker room facility and bleachers or risers within the new
access road area has the potential to create a situation where structures could be loosened by
flood flows and discharged to the Calleguas Creek waterway if not properly engineered. No
structures for human habitation are proposed, and facilities such as a locker room would only
be used during athletic events, which are not likely to coincide with storm events. Therefore,
no adverse effects to health or safety are anticipated. Nevertheless, flooding could loosen
structures or fixtures not properly engineered and result in discharge of a fixture to the
Calleguas Creek waterway, which could exacerbate flooding. This is a significant impact.
Mitigation Measures. The following mitigation measure is necessary to reduce the
potential for adverse effects to a level that is less than significant.
09-HYD-2

Locker facilities, bleachers or risers, and lighting poles shall be
designed and engineered to withstand a 100-year flood flow, or
shall be elevated above the 100-year floodplain.
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Significance After Mitigation. The impact would be less than significant with
implementation of mitigation measure 09-HYD-2.
c. Cumulative Impacts. No development is currently proposed in the watersheds
upstream of the Campus Master Plan area, and given the existing land use designations and the
County’s Guidelines for Orderly Development, no long term changes are anticipated.
Therefore, no cumulative effects to the local watersheds are anticipated.
Existing development and future growth within the Calleguas Creek Watershed could result in
decreased water quality and continued flooding and erosional problems along this drainage.
As previously stated, watershed planning efforts are being directed at resolving the current
problems that exist in this drainage. Overall, cumulative impacts are the same as those
described for the 1998 FEIR, 2000 SEIR, and 2004 SEIR with the significance of cumulative
effects dependent on the success of continued watershed protection planning efforts and
effective implementation of water control requirements.
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4.6 HAZARDS and HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
4.6.1

Setting

The project site is located in an unincorporated portion of southern Ventura County at the
eastern edge of the Oxnard Plain and at the western flank of the Santa Monica Mountains.
CSUCI campus is 1.5 miles south of the City of Camarillo, northeast of the intersection of Lewis
and Potrero Roads and east of Calleguas Creek. North of the Regional Park portion of the site is
agricultural lands. East of the site is land characterized by natural steep mountainous terrain.
Areas to the southeast, south, and west are presently in agricultural use. The Camrosa Water
District Wastewater Treatment Facility is located west of the southwestern end of the project
site and generally west of the main campus. A 28-megawatt cogeneration facility owned by
Delta Power Partnership is also located within the project site west of the main campus.
This discussion is based on information and prior analyses conducted for the 1998 CSUCI
Master Plan EIR, 2000 CSUCI Master Plan, and 2004 Campus Master Plan SEIR pertaining to
Agricultural Resources and the acquisition of additional acres of land that would be removed
from agricultural use. The 2004 SEIR addressed the acquisition of 154 total acres north of the
campus core. Since 2004, the 154 acres north of the campus core have been acquired (referred to
in this document as the “new access road area”), and now CSUCI proposes to acquire an
additional 370 acres (referred to in this document as the “open space conveyance area”)
adjacent to the north side of the campus [Figure 2-3(b)].
The new access road area, north of the campus and east of Calleguas Creek and Lewis Road,
was analyzed for proposed improvements and hazards in 2004. The north access road area has
historically been used for agricultural purposes and is proposed for improvements. During the
first phase of facilities improvements, the proposed primary access road with a vehicular bridge
crossing and one pedestrian bridge crossing will be constructed. A new flood control earthen
levee will be constructed within the upland area north of Long Grade Canyon Creek, and north
of the existing earthen “North Levee”. The proposed new levee is shown on Figure 2-4 and on
Figure 2-7. Construction of the levee would commence in 2009 concurrently with Phase 1
roadway and bridge projects.
The second phase of facilities improvements within the new access road area includes
construction of a secondary vehicular access road with a bridge crossing and a second
pedestrian bridge crossing. New athletic fields are also proposed north of the proposed
earthen levee and east of Calleguas Creek and Lewis Road. Parking would be developed to
serve the proposed new athletic fields within the new access road area north of Long Grade
Creek and the proposed new earthen levee. The west parking lot will be located east of the
future athletic fields and west of the proposed primary access road. The east parking lot will be
located east of the future athletic fields and east of the proposed new primary access road.
Under the proposed project, CSUCI would take control of about 370 additional acres, including
279 acres of Ventura County-owned public open space land adjacent to the north side of
campus [see Figure 2-3(b)]. CSUCI proposes to preserve and improve these open space
conveyance area into a multi-use regional educational and recreation area, consistent with the
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previous intended use of the site.
Rincon Consultants performed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for the
Camarillo Regional Park property (Rincon Consultants, September 15, 2008). The property
includes 370 additional acres proposed for conveyance to CSUCI (see Figure 2-3(b)). The
potential future conveyance property includes about 235 acres in the central western portion of
the proposed conveyance area, 91-acres of property east of the Camrosa Water District retention
ponds, the acreage west of the Camrosa Water District retention ponds along Calleguas Creek,
and the 35-acre southeastern parcel (see Figure 2-3(b)). The County of Ventura is the current
owner of the property and reportedly obtained ownership of the site in 1984. Prior to 1984 the
Federal Government (National Parks Service) was the owner of about 270 acres of the property.
The Phase I ESA revealed that the 91-acre parcel was in agricultural use from 1947 through at
least 1977, and was formerly used as a spreading ground for sewage sludge processed by the
State from the former Camarillo State Hospital (current CSUCI). This 91 -acre area is currently
an alkaline meadow. The 35-acre parcel has been undeveloped since 1904, and the 235-acre
parcel was in agricultural use from 1947 through the present. Part of the 235-acre parcel
historically contained a dairy and pig farm, operated by the former Camarillo State Hospital.
Two potential recognized environmental conditions were identified during Rincon’s Phase I
ESA: the historical agricultural use of the 91-acre parcel and the parcel to the west of the 35-acre
parcel (which encompasses the 235-acre parcel); and the sewage sludge disposed on the 91-acre
parcel by the State. The historical agricultural use of the above-mentioned parcels was
considered a potential recognized environmental condition as there is the potential for the site
to be impacted with pesticides or other chemicals used routinely in agricultural production.
The historical use of the 91-acre parcel as a spreading ground for sewage sludge processed by
the State from the former Camarillo State Hospital was also considered a potential recognized
environmental condition. However, because the sewage sludge was already treated to some
degree before being transported to the parcel and the hospital closed approximately 20 years
ago, we would expect any contaminants associated with the sewage to have degraded or
volatilized and not have an impact on the property. However, metals in the sewage sludge
would not be expected to have degraded and may remain on the property.
During the Phase I ESA, Rincon also identified the presence of two plugged and abandoned dry
oilfield holes on the subject property. The plugged and abandoned dry holes were reportedly
located in the northeastern portion of the 35-acre parcel and the southeastern portion of the 91acre parcel. However, these locations were not confirmed during the site reconnaissance. The
threat of contamination related to the uncompleted, abandoned dry holes is likely low, due to
the fact that the wells were never completed as producing wells. Further discussion of these
issues can be found in section 4.6.2, Impact Analysis, below.
a. Regulatory Setting. State and Federal governmental agencies regulate the use,
storage, and transport of hazardous materials through numerous legal and regulatory
requirements. Among other requirements, existing regulations require businesses that store,
use, or manufacture specific amounts of hazardous materials to report the quantities and types
of materials to the local administering agency. For the City of Ventura, the Ventura County
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Environmental Health Department (VCEHD) is the regulatory agency with primary
responsibility for ensuring that businesses in the County handle, store, and dispose of and clean
up hazardous materials in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. The Ventura Fire
Department also implements requirements pertaining to the use and storage of flammable and
explosive materials. Additionally, the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District
(VCAPCD) oversees the permitting process for hazard remediation for certain hazardous
materials.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sets Preliminary Remediation Goals for residential
and industrial uses, which are normally utilized in determining the allowable levels of a
potential contaminant at a particular site. Similarly, the California Title 22 Total Threshold
Limit Concentration (TTLC) is used for determining whether a material is classified as a
hazardous waste. However, the regulatory status of pesticide residues is dependent upon how
the residue was formed. Pesticide residues that result from legal use of the product are not
subject to hazardous waste regulations, because the material is present as a result of its intended
use. Residues from spills are subject to hazardous waste regulations, because spills are not an
intended use and a spilled material is a “waste” if it can no longer be used. In addition, if a soil
containing pesticide residue is disposed of, then the hazardous waste regulations apply because
the soil has become a waste. Regardless of whether the hazardous waste regulations apply,
adverse health effects can result from exposure to pesticide residues. Mitigation of adverse
health effects may be warranted, even if the material is not classified as a hazardous waste.
b. Hazardous Materials and Potential Hazardous Materials. The plan area is located
on lands that historically have been for sewage sludge spreading, and historically and continue
to be used for agricultural production.
Agricultural Pesticides. In general, pesticide use can result in health impacts to those who
come in contact with such chemicals. The Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s office
retains a registry of pesticides used on individual agricultural parcels in the County. Although
most of the area between Lewis Road and Long Grade Creek has been organically farmed for at
least the past few years, due to the diversity of crops produced over its history, it is likely that a
variety of pesticides have been applied in this area through past management practices.
The California Office of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA), Department of
Pesticide Regulations (DPR) is the state agency that sets regulatory standards for pesticides,
whether in homes or agriculture. DPR establishes regulatory practices that determine when
and how a pesticide is applied and establishes safety precautions. The California Occupational
Health and Safety Administration (Cal/OSHA) also establish workplace standards for pesticide
use to protect farm workers. DPR uses “signal words” to classify pesticides. This classification
ranges, in order of decreasing severity, from “danger,” to “warning,” to “caution.” These
classifications are based upon testing of the entire formulation, active and inactive ingredients, and
indicate acute, short term health hazards, such as those resulting from inhalation, eye contact,
ingestion, dermal absorption, and dermal irritation. Additionally, the long-term effects of
exposure to some of these pesticides may be considered carcinogenic. A lifetime exposure to a
pesticide (70 years) is assumed for a carcinogen.
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Methyl bromide is a pesticide used in the County of particular concern that has demonstrable
health effects. In California, methyl bromide is typically used on strawberries, colored peppers,
and nursery stock. This pesticide was phased out of production in 2005. The plan area has not
been used to cultivate strawberries, colored peppers, or nursery stock, so the use of methyl
bromide in this area is unlikely prior to the 2005 phase out.
Pesticide use is governed by the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) in
the EPA Office of Pesticide Programs. The County has not established recommendations for land
use setbacks or buffers between the land on which pesticides, other than methyl bromide, are
applied and adjacent land uses, though the State of California has established setback
requirements for certain pesticides. The County does require that all pesticides be used pursuant
to the manufacturers’ instructions and that the pesticides are sprayed so as to prevent drift onto
nearby properties.
However, the Ventura County Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee (APAC) comprised of
five growers who advise the Board of Supervisors and other decision makers on matters
affecting the agricultural industry and resources, generally recommends the following standard
setbacks and buffers:
x

x

x

A minimum 150-foot setback (in conjunction with a vegetative buffer) or 300-foot
setback (without vegetative buffer) between urban or rural residential uses and
agricultural production. The setback is to be located on the development, not the
agricultural property.
If it is not feasible for the development to provide a 150 or 300 foot setback, the
developer is required to acquire an easement on the adjoining farmland (if the grower is
the property owner) or enter into an agreement with the grower (if the grower is not the
property owner and leases the farmland) to compensate the grower for the costs
associated with the necessary modification of agricultural practices in the
easement/agreement area (e.g., application of pesticides by hand rather than aerial or
speed sprayers; reduction in quality or quantity of commodities grown within
easement/agreement area because pesticides are not applied to the area; use of noiseproducing agricultural equipment during weekday hours, etc.). The
easement/agreement could be designed to terminate if the agricultural property is
developed in the future;
A vegetative buffer within the setback area. The buffer should consist of two staggered
rows of trees/bushes characterized by foliage that extends from the base of the plant to
the crown, 50 to 75% porosity (i.e., approximately 50 to 75% of the vegetation is air
space) and a mature height of 15 feet or more (if adjacent to tree crops; plants adjacent to
row crops would not need to be as tall) to effectively minimize pesticide drift or dust
effects. The APAC has previously recommended that the buffer consist of a mix of
native California plants such as Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), Sugarbush (Rhus ovata),
Laurel sumac (Malosma laurina) or other species with the indicated characteristics to
reduce irrigation and maintenance needs. In urban settings, non-native plant species
with the indicated characteristics may be more appropriate, such as Italian cypress
(Cupressus sempervirens). To provide adequate coverage, the two staggered rows should
be located 5 feet apart and consist of a minimum 5-gallon plant size planted 10 feet on
center.
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x

Minimum 8-foot high wall or reinforced chain link fence between urban/rural
residential use and agricultural operation to reduce potential trespassing, vandalism,
and pilferage.

The APAC has also consistently recommended that a 300-foot setback be provided between
agricultural operations and the structures and outdoor playfields of proposed schools. The
APAC finds that roads, parking lots, landscaped areas (but not bike trails or other outdoor
recreational activities) or maintenance/storage buildings where people are present for very
transitory periods, are the only acceptable uses within the setback between agricultural
operations and urban/residential or school uses. Depending on the type of proposed uses and
impacts that would occur to nearby agricultural operations, the APAC also has recommended
additional site-specific measures (e.g., to control dust impacts, alleviate agricultural-residential
traffic conflicts, etc.)
Sewage Sludge. Biosolids are primarily organic materials produced during wastewater
treatment which may be put to beneficial use. The Environmental Protection Agency’s 40 CFR
Part 503, Standards for the Usage and Disposal of Sewage Sludge (the Part 503 Rule) requires that
wastewater solids be processed before they can be beneficially used. Alkaline stabilization
helps to minimize the potential for odor generation, destroys pathogens, and reduces the
material’s vector attraction potential. Based on information provided during our Phase I ESA
regarding the 91.07 acre parcel, this parcel is now considered an “alkaline meadow” indicating
that stabilization of the sewage sludge occurred through the addition of alkaline materials to
raise the pH level to make the conditions unfavorable for the growth of organisms such as
pathogens. However, any other materials, other than biological or organic, remaining in the
sludge may not have been removed during this alkaline treatment process. The County of
Ventura Environmental Health Department would oversee any remedial activities pertaining to
sewage-impacted soil at the property.

4.6.2

Impact Analysis

a. Methodology and Significance Thresholds. Previous analyses of hazards of the
project site were prepared for the Master Plan Area as part of the 1998 Campus Master Plan
FEIR (1998 FEIR) , the 2000 Campus Master Plan SEIR (2000 SEIR), and the 2004 Campus Master
Plan SEIR (2004 SEIR), under Agricultural Resources, which have been incorporated herein by
reference. Potential hazards were previously identified to occur as a result of the CSUCI Master
Plan, as discussed in the 1998 FEIR, 2000 SEIR, and the 2004 SEIR. The following discussion is
limited to changes and additional impacts that would result from the proposed facilities
projects within the new access road area, and within the potential future open space conveyance
area.
b. Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures. Hazards that may affect the proposed
2009 Facilities Projects are described below.
09-Impact HAZ-1

Previous agricultural use of the new access road area and
the potential future conveyance area could have caused
the accumulation of pesticides in the soil. Development
in these areas could result in exposure of persons to
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concentrations of agricultural contaminants and
potential health risks. This is a Class II, significant but
mitigable, impact.
Ideally, a pesticide is applied to the soil, remains in the area long enough to perform its desired
function, and then degrades into harmless by-products. However, different pesticides degrade
at different rates; therefore, it is possible for some pesticides to remain for long periods of time
within the soil, potentially accumulating over time. Through the various exposure pathways
for humans – dermal exposure, inhalation, and ingestion – concentrations of pesticides in soil
may present a health hazard. Because the area between Lewis Road and Long Grade Creek has
formerly been in agricultural production, accumulation of pesticides in soil may have occurred
and could present a health risk to future users of the site. Therefore, mitigation is
recommended to evaluate the potential for soil contamination related to prior agricultural
production.
Mitigation Measures. The following measure was adapted from the mitigation
recommended for this impact in the 2004 Master Plan update EIR. Deleted language is shown
in strikethrough and new language is shown in underline format.
03-AG-2
09-HAZ-1

Agricultural Contamination. Prior to the acquisition of soil
disturbance within the 158-acre area (new access road area), soil
sampling shall be conducted to determine the potential presence
of agriculture-related contaminants. If contaminants are present
on the site in concentrations exceeding regulatory action levels, a
health risk assessment and/or remediation of the affected soils
may be required. If necessary, remediation shall be conducted in
accordance with federal, state, and local regulations and shall be
performed under the oversight and to the satisfaction of the
Ventura County Environmental Health Division. Remediation
shall utilize appropriate measures such as onsite sequestration or
offsite disposal.
Onsite Sequestration. The upper ½ foot of soil (or as recommended
by the Ventura County Environmental Health Division) shall be
removed from contaminated locations, and shall be sequestered
on-site in a manner approved by the Ventura County
Environmental Health Division. Sequestration necessitates
isolation from human and wildlife contact and would require that
the soil be buried onsite at depths unlikely to be disrupted, or
would require capping by pavement or asphalt. Areas suitable for
capping might include beneath the parking lots, or beneath
roadways. Onsite sequestration shall be conducted as directed by
Ventura County Environmental Health.
Offsite Disposal. The upper ½ foot of soil shall be removed from
contaminated areas and shall be transported off site and disposed
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of as hazardous waste at an approved facility in accordance with
applicable rules and regulations.
Significance After Mitigation. With implementation of the above mitigation measure,
health risks associated with potential exposure to agricultural contaminants would be reduced to a
less than significant level.
09-Impact HAZ-2

The previous use of the 91-acre parcel (see Figure 2-3(b))
within the potential future open space conveyance area
as a spreading ground for sewage sludge processed by
the State from the former Camarillo State Hospital could
have contaminated the soil in this area. Reuse of this
area for a multi-use regional educational and recreation
area could result in exposure of persons to concentrations
of organic or inorganic contaminants and potential
health risks. This is a Class II, significant but mitigable,
impact.

The 91-acre parcel (see Figure 2-3(b)) was historically used as a spreading ground for sewage
sludge processed by the State from the former Camarillo State Hospital. However, because the
sewage sludge was already treated to some degree before being transported to the parcel and
the hospital closed approximately 20 years ago, we would expect any contaminants associated
with the sewage to have degraded or volatilized and not have an impact on the property. There
is still the potential for metals in the sewage sludge to exist in the soil, as metals would not be
expected to have degraded. Therefore, mitigation is recommended to evaluate the potential for
soil contamination related to prior sewage sludge spreading.
Mitigation Measures. The following measure is recommended:
09-HAZ-2

Sewage Sludge. Prior to soil disturbance on the 91- acre parcel,
soil sampling shall be conducted to determine the potential
presence of metals, volatile organic compounds, and nitrates. If
contaminants are present on the site in concentrations exceeding
regulatory action levels, a health risk assessment and/or
remediation of the affected soils may be required. If necessary,
remediation shall be conducted in accordance with federal, state
and local regulations and shall be performed under the oversight
and to the satisfaction of the Ventura County Environmental
Health Division. Remediation could include off-site disposal, or
on-site sequestration, depending on the contaminant.

Significance After Mitigation. With implementation of the above mitigation measure,
health risks associated with potential exposure to sewage sludge contaminants would be reduced
to a less than significant level.
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09-Impact HAZ-3

Two plugged and abandoned dry holes were reportedly
located in the northeastern portion of the 35-acre parcel
and the southeastern portion of the 91-acre parcel during
the 2008 Phase I ESA for portions of the potential future
open space conveyance area. This is a Class II,
significant but mitigable, impact.

The Phase I ESA identified the presence of two plugged and abandoned dry oilfield holes on
the potential future open space conveyance area. However, these locations were not confirmed
during the site reconnaissance. The threat of contamination related to the uncompleted,
abandoned dry holes is likely low, due to the fact that the wells were never completed as
producing wells. However, mitigation is recommended if future development is ever proposed
in these two areas.
Mitigation Measures. The following measure is recommended:
09-HAZ-3

Oil Wells. Prior to any future development in the vicinity of the
former oil wells in the northeastern portion of the 35-acre parcel
and the southeastern portion of the 91-acre parcel as shown on
Figure 2-3(b), the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal
Resources shall be contacted to determine if the oil wells need to
be re-abandoned or any other constraints are to be placed on
future work in these areas.

Significance After Mitigation. With implementation of the above mitigation measure,
health risks associated with potential exposure to plugged and abandoned oil wells would be
reduced to a less than significant level.
c. Cumulative Impacts. Buildout of CSUCI would have the potential to expose future
area residents, employees, and visitors to hazards by developing and redeveloping areas that
may previously have been contaminated. The magnitude of hazards for individual projects
would depend upon the location, type, and size of the development and the specific hazards
associated with individual sites. Therefore, hazard evaluations would need to be completed on
a case-by-case basis. If pesticide or sewage sludge (residual metals or nitrates) contamination is
found to be present on sites of planned and future development, these conditions would be
required to be mitigated so as to meet regulating agency remediation goals. Implementation of
appropriate remedial action on all contaminated sites on a case-by-case basis would avoid
potential hazard impacts associated with cumulative development on the CSUCI campus.
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4.7
4.7.1

TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC

Setting

This Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (EIR) tiers off of former California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) analyses conducted for the California State University
Channel Islands Master Plan as discussed in Section 1.0 Introduction. The 1998 Master Plan
envisioned a combination of demolition and renovation of core campus area buildings and
construction of new academic, elementary school, and research and development space in the
campus core. The 1998 Master Plan also included development of 900 residential units within
the East Campus. The academic campus was planned to grow into a four-year university
serving 15,000 full time equivalent students (FTES) and approximately 1,500 faculty and staff by
the year 2025. A total of 11,750 FTES would be served on site, while 3,250 FTES would be
served off site. These aspects of the 1998 Master Plan remain unchanged in each of the
subsequent Master Plan revisions (2000 and 2004). As of Fall 2007, about 3,600 students were
enrolled at CSUCI. The analysis in this Supplemental EIR is limited to those aspects of the
projects that are currently proposed, which would have physical environmental effects beyond
those previously analyzed in the 2004, 2000 and 1998 CEQA analyses.
The proposed Facilities Projects include the development of a “New Access Roadway Area”,
which was formerly envisioned in the 2004 Master Plan Update EIR (formerly referred to as the
75 acre and 153 acre acquisition area), but which is now being analyzed for its design and
internal access characteristics, including vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian flow. The New
Access Roadway Area would not generate additional traffic, but would rather serve the original
buildout of the campus as analyzed under the 1998 Master Plan.
The “Open Space Conveyance Area” [see Figure 2-3(b)], composed of Ventura County owned
land would be added to the campus property, but would remain in open space for public use.
CSUCI proposes to preserve open space and wildlife habitat within the Open Space
Conveyance Area, while also providing community access and education programs by
developing portions into a multi-use regional educational and recreational area, consistent with
the previous intended use of this area. CSUCI would rehabilitate the property with the goal of
protecting and restoring natural areas, removing unsafe structures and debris, monitoring and
maintaining watershed health, and maximizing multiple-use recreational open space. The
general program development components under consideration are fully described in Section
2.0 Project Description, but include the following.
1) Native Habitat Program
2) Trailhead and Hiking Trails
3) Open Space
The project site is located in an unincorporated portion of southern Ventura County at the
eastern edge of the Oxnard Plain and at the western flank of the Santa Monica Mountains (See
Figure 2-1). The CSUCI campus lies 1.5 miles south of the City of Camarillo, northeast of the
intersection of Lewis and Potrero Roads and east of Calleguas Creek (See Figure 2-2). Campus
access is taken via University Drive from Lewis Road. Regional access is provided by U.S.
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Highway 101 to the north of the project site and Hueneme Road and State Route 1 from the
southwest.
The overall traffic patterns and trip generation for the campus as originally analyzed in 1998
remain the same. This EIR analysis focuses on local circulation associated with the New Access
Roadway Area and trip generation associated with the potential future Open Space Conveyance
Area. This EIR analysis is based on two separate traffic studies, which are included as
Appendix D. These studies include the following: Preliminary Traffic Analysis, California State
University Channel Islands Campus Entrance Road Project, CSUCI Project No. CI-45” by Penfield &
Smith, dated July 10, 2008; and Traffic Analysis for the California State University Channel Islands
Recreational Open Space Project, Ventura County by Associated Transportation Engineers, dated
December 19, 2008.
a. Study Area. The street network used for this study includes those proposed within
the New Access Roadway Area, as well as Lewis Road, Calwetti Road, and University Drive
(also referred to as Camarillo Drive within the Penfield & Smith Traffic Study contained in
Appendix D). The potential future Open Space Conveyance Area and these roadways are
shown on Figure 4.7-1 with existing traffic volumes. Following is a description of these
roadways.
Lewis Road, located west of the project site, has been expanded to a four-lane arterial
roadway between the City of Camarillo on the north and University Drive on the south. Lewis
Road provides the primary regional access connection to the existing park facility and the
CSUCI campus via its connection to University Drive. Lewis Road extends south of University
Drive as a two-lane road to Potrero where it becomes Hueneme Road. Within the study-area
Lewis Road, is signalized at the Cawelti Road and University Drive intersections.
Cawelti Road, located north of the project site, is a two-lane road that extends from
Lewis Road to Las Posas Road on the west. Within the study-area, Cawelti Road is signalized at
the Lewis Road and Las Posas Road intersections.
University Drive, located west of the project site, is two-lane road that extends easterly
from Lewis Road and serves the CSUCI campus. A roadway connection (Old Dairy Road) to
University drive provides access to the project site. Within the study-area, University Drive is
signalized at the Lewis Road intersection.
In determining the operational characteristics of the roadway segments, "Levels of Service"
(LOS) A through F are applied, with LOS A indicating free flow conditions and LOS F
indicating severe congestion. Ventura County has adopted LOS D as the minimum operating
standard for County thoroughfares and State Highways located within the County.
Levels of service for the study-area roadway segments were determined based on the roadway
capacities adopted by Ventura County. Table 4.7-1 presents the existing ADT volumes and
levels of service for the study-area roadways. The data presented in Table 4.7-1 indicate that the
study-area roadways currently operate at LOS A which is considered acceptable based on
Ventura County standards. Given the existing roadway volumes and operations (LOS A) and
the recent improvements that have been made to Lewis Road (i.e. widening to 4-lanes and
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installation of traffic signals at the Cawelti Road and University Drive intersections) it is
estimated that the intersections currently operate in the LOS A - B range during the A.M. and
P.M. peak hour periods. These operations would be considered acceptable based on the
County's LOS D standard.
Table 4.7-1
Existing Average Daily Traffic
Roadway Segment

Classification/Geometry

Existing ADT

LOS

Lewis Road north of Cawelti Road

Class I / 4-Lane

13,200 ADT

LOS A

Cawelti Road west of Lewis Road

Class I / 2-lane

1,800 ADT

LOS A

Lewis Road north of Potrero Road

Class I / 4-Lane

6,700 ADT

LOS A

Source: Associated Transportation Engineers, 2008. See Appendix D.

b. Planned Improvements. The proposed New Access Roadways would create a
shorter route from Lewis Road to the Campus. The existing University Drive connection from
Lewis Road to the campus is about 1.5 miles, while the proposed New Access Roadway would
be about ¾ mile long. Additionally, the New Access Roadway Area would involve
development of up to 4,142 parking spaces in two parking lots. Vehicle parking would be
situated along the northern side of Long Grade Canyon Creek. Two roadway bridges and two
pedestrian bridges would be constructed to span Long Grade Canyon Creek thereby connecting
the New Access Roadway Area with the main campus. Bicycle access is proposed in Class II
bike lanes along the outside shoulders of the Primary Access Roadway and is also planned for
construction atop the new and old levees. The New Access Roadway Area would be
constructed in two phases. The first phase would include the Primary Access Roadway, the
West Parking Lot (2,250 parking spaces), one vehicular bridge and one pedestrian bridge. The
second phase would include development of the Secondary Access Roadway, the East Parking
Lot (1,892 parking spaces) the second vehicular crossing and the second pedestrian crossing.
The future play fields would be constructed with Phase II improvements or thereafter as
funding allows.
Primary Access Road. The proposed Primary Access Roadway would provide access
from Lewis Road to the Academic Core of the campus. The road was previously proposed as a
divided roadway, separated by a 20-foot wide median, with curbs and gutters provide on each
side of the road. A separate Class I bike path was planned adjacent the roadway alignment.
The traffic analysis conducted in 2000 and included as Appendix D of the 2000 Final
Supplemental EIR (Associated Transportation Engineers, March 10, 2000) indicated the New
Campus Access Roadway would need to be implemented at two lanes between CSUCI and
Lewis Road by 2010 and four lanes by 2025. Subsequent to that analysis additional acreage was
acquired to the north and the roadway design was altered such that a Primary Access Roadway
and a Secondary Access Roadway evolved. The current design reflects that acquisition, which
was discussed within the 2004 Supplemental EIR. The updated design provides four 12-foot
wide lanes of travel eastward from Lewis Road along the Primary Access Roadway, tapering to
two 12-foot wide lanes before the Long Grade Canyon Creek bridge crossing (see Figure 2-4).
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The Primary Access Road would require a new two-lane bridge across Long Grade Canyon
Creek to connect with Santa Barbara Avenue. Curbs and gutters were eliminated from the
Primary Access Road design, except within select locations for adherence to mitigation measure
S-AES-1(a), which was applied under the 2000 Supplemental EIR.
Secondary Access Road. The Secondary Access Road would provide two additional 12foot wide lanes of capacity and is planned for construction in 2010 after completion of the
Primary Access Roadway. The Secondary Access Road will be a two-lane road with median.
As provided in the 2000 Master Plan, Santa Barbara Avenue has been extended parallel to Long
Grade Canyon channel and would connect with the Secondary Access Road. The Secondary
Access Road would require a new two-lane bridge across Long Grade Canyon Creek to connect
with Santa Barbara Avenue. Curbs and gutters were eliminated from the Secondary Access
Road design, except within select locations for adherence to mitigation measure S-AES-1(a),
which was applied under the 2000 Supplemental EIR.
Parking. Two parking lots are proposed within the plan area (see Figure 2-3(a) and
Figure 2-4). The West Parking Lot would accommodate up to 2,250 parking spaces, while the
East Parking Lot would accommodate 1,892 parking spaces. The 2004 Supplemental EIR
envisioned 5,200 spaces.
Potential Future Open Space Conveyance Area. The potential future Open Space
Conveyance Area would be preserved primarily for passive recreation. A trailhead and trails to
connect with existing trails in the Santa Monica Mountains are a potential proposed
enhancement to the existing Regional Park use.

4.7.2

Impact Analysis

a. Methodology and Significance Thresholds. The analysis of project traffic included
assumptions from the 2000 Final Supplemental EIR on trip generation and where the campus traffic
will be coming from and going to within the campus roadway network.
Campus Traffic Volumes. As indicated above, the traffic impact analysis reviewed the
project trip generation rates from the 1998 and 2000 Campus Master Plan EIR. Based on the trip
generation rates previously utilized, the development scenario for ultimate buildout of the
campus is estimated to generate 33,932 average daily trips, 3,205 AM peak hour trips, and 3,045
PM peak hour trips as illustrated in Table 4.7-2. The traffic was broken down by “Academic”
related trips and “Non-Academic” related trips and assigned to the access roadways. The percent
of campus traffic assigned to the access roadways is indicated in Table 4.7-3.
Internal Traffic Distribution. The traffic consultant made some additional assumptions
regarding the distribution of incoming and outgoing traffic at the proposed parking lot driveways.
The trip distribution percentages are shown on Figure 4.7-2.
The proposed Facilities Projects would result in a significant impact if the project would do
either of the following.
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Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load
and capacity of the street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase in either the
number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at
intersections).
Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g. sharp curves or
dangerous intersections) or incompatible use (e.g. farm equipment).



The first significance threshold is applicable with respect to the internal intersections, while the
second threshold is applicable with respect to mixed vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian
circulation. The County considers LOS D as the minimum acceptable level for intersection and
roadways operations. See Table 4.7-3 for level of service criteria. Project impacts would be
considered significant if the level of service were to exceed level of service D.
Table 4.7-2
CSUCI Campus Trip Generation
Land Use

Size

University

11,750

Subtotal
Mixed Use/Internal

a

AM Peak Trips
In

Out

Total

In

Out

27,965

1,974

494

2,468

740

1,727

2,468

27,965

1,974

494

2,468

740

1,727

2,468

26,026

1,804

451

2,256

682

1,591

2,273

-212

-1,939

Total Academic

PM Peak Trips

ADT
trips

Total

-195

SFR

175

1,675

33

98

131

111

65

177

Apartments

360

2,419

37

147

184

145

78

223

Condo-Townhome

365

2,139

27

133

161

127

63

190

School

600

774

139

113

252

0

0

0

R&D

350,000

2,839

360

74

434

57

121

378

9,845

596

566

1,161

440

527

968

Subtotal
Mixed Use/Internal

a

-121

-1,939

-195

Total Non-Academic

7,906

487

463

949

352

421

773

Total External Trips

33,932

2,291

914

3,205

1,033

2,012

3,045

Source: Penfield and Smith, July 10, 2008.
a

Mixed Use/Internal Trips taken from 2000 Campus Master Plan EIR

Table 4.7-3
Campus Traffic Distribution
Roadway

Percent of
Academic Traffic

Percent of NonAcademic Traffic

Primary Access Road

70%

30%

University Drive
(formerly Camarillo Drive)

30%

70%

Source: Trip distribution assumptions obtained from 2000 Campus Master Plan
SEIR.
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Table 4.7-4
Intersection Level of Service Criteria
LOS

Unsignalized Intersections
(Sec. of Delay)

A

< 10

B

> 10 and < 15

Conditions of stable flow, very little delay, a few phases are
unable to handle all approaching vehicles.

C

> 15 and < 25

Conditions of stable flow, delays are low to moderate, full use of
peak direction signal phases is experienced.

D

> 25 and < 35

Conditions approaching unstable flow, delays are moderate to
heavy, significant signal time deficiencies are experienced for
short durations during the peak traffic period.

E

> 35 and < 50

Conditions of unstable flow, delays are significant, signal phase
timing is generally insufficient, congestion exists for extended
duration throughout the peak period.

> 50

F

Definition
Conditions of free unobstructed flow, no delays and all signal
phases sufficient in duration to clear all approaching vehicles.

Conditions of forced flow, travel speeds are low and volumes are
well above capacity. This condition is often caused when vehicles
released by an upstream signal are unable to proceed because of
back-ups from a downstream signal.

Source: Penfield and Smith, July 10, 2008. Highway Capacity Manual, HCM2000, Transportation Research Board,
Washington DC.

In December 1994, Ventura County adopted a Traffic Fee Mitigation Ordinance. Subsequent to
the adoption of the ordinance, Ventura County amended the General Plan and Circulation
Element to allow for participation in the Traffic Fee Program as a way of complying with the
General Plan Policies.
b. Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures. As previously discussed, the access
roadways were identified in the 2000 and 2004 SEIRs. Documentation included in the 2000
SEIR concluded that the proposed revisions in the 2000 Campus Master Plan would reduce
vehicle trips generated compared to the 1998 Campus Master Plan due to credits for internal
trips. The overall capacity of the college remains 11,750 full time equivalent students (FTES) on
campus and 3,250 FTES off-site, in addition to residential, school and research/development
(R&D) as previously indicated in Table 4.7-1. Proposed components not previously analyzed in
former EIRs are the operating conditions for the internal circulation system of the New Access
Roadway Area, trip generation from the potential future Open Space Conveyance Area and the
new electrical substation. The following impacts and mitigation measures have been identified
in association with the 2009 Facilities Projects.
09-Impact T-1

The Primary Access Road and Secondary Access Road as
proposed would have sufficient capacity to support the
campus traffic at buildout. All new internal intersections
would operate at or above LOS D, which is within
acceptable standards. Therefore, impacts are Class III, less
than significant.
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Based on the trip distribution percentages presented in Figure 4.7-2 combined with the Campus
Master Plan buildout scenario as indicated in Table 4.7-2, traffic volumes on the New Access
Roadways are shown in Table 4.7-5 and on Figure 4.7-3.
Table 4.7-5
CSUCI Campus Volumes on New Entry Road
A.M. Peak Trips

ADT
20,590

P.M. Peak Trips

In

Out

Total

In

Out

Total

1,409

455

1,864

583

1,240

1,823

Source: Penfield and Smith, July 10, 2008.

As shown above, the new access roadways are estimated to receive 20,590 average daily trips,
1,864 AM peak hour trips, and 1,240 PM peak hour trips. As proposed, the Primary Access
Road and Secondary Access Road are anticipated to have sufficient capacity to support the
projected daily traffic at buildout of the Campus Master Plan.
Additionally, eight intersections located along the proposed Primary Access Road and
Secondary Access Road were evaluated with the buildout scenario traffic for the A.M. and P.M.
peak hours. The LOS was calculated using the Highway Capacity Software (HCS-2000) and are
based on the delay of the worst minor approach. Table 4.7-6 shows the projected LOS for each
internal intersection while Figure 4.7-3 shows the locations of the numbered intersections with
campus traffic applied.
Table 4.7-6
Projected Level of Service
Intersectiona

Traffic Control

A.M. Peak Hour LOS

P.M. Peak Hour LOS

1

One-Way Stop

8.6/LOS A

9.1/LOS A

2

Two-Way Stop

26.9/LOS D

16.5/LOS C

3

Two-Way Stop

14.7/LOS B

12.8/LOS B

4

Two-Way Stop

13.2/LOS B

26.4/LOS D

5

Two-Way Stop

11.0/LOS B

17.3/LOS C

6

One-Way Stop

13.8/LOS B

21.9/LOS C

7

Two-Way Stop

32.7/LOS D

21.4/LOS C

8

One-Way Stop

9.5/LOS A

9.2/LOS A

Source: Penfield and Smith, July 10, 2008.
Refer to Figures 4.7-1 and 4.7-2 for intersection locations.
Data in Bold illustrates those intersections operating at LOS D.
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Proposed Primary
Access Road

6
7

Proposed Secondary
Access Road

4
2

8
3

5

1

NOT TO SCALE

Source: Pennfield & Smith, July 2008.

Internal Intersection Traffic Volumes

Figure 4.7-3
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As shown in Table 4.7-6, two of the study intersections are forecast to operate at LOS D during
the morning peak hour (#2 and #7) and one intersection is forecast to operate at LOS D during
the afternoon peak hour (#4) with the buildout scenario traffic. Moreover, it is reminded that
the LOS reflected represents the delay of the most affected minor approach. In addition, these
are new intersections that are not subject to thresholds based on a decrease in an existing level
of service and are private intersections within the bounds of the CSUCI campus. Nevertheless,
the design capacity appears adequate to provide level of service of D or above to campus area
traffic.
The development of these roadways and intersections would divert about 70% of the academic
traffic from University Drive and is timed for development in accordance with previous
construction warrant dates (2010 per the March 10, 2000 traffic memorandum by Associated
Transportation Engineers). The roadways and parking would improve the campus circulation
and would be developed consistent with capacity design recommendations. Therefore, impacts
are less than significant.
Mitigation Measures. No mitigation measures are required.
Significance After Mitigation. Impacts are less than significant without mitigation.
09-Impact T-2

The proposed Facilities Projects would add infrastructure
and increase use of campus facilities. However, the
proposed facilities, including the potential future Open
Space Conveyance Area would not result in a substantial
increase in traffic trips beyond that identified in the 2000
Campus Master Plan because the FTES is not being changed.
Therefore, impacts are Class III, less than significant.

The proposed facilities projects would add infrastructure, including roadways, bridges, a levee,
an electrical substation, and athletic fields. Night lighting of athletic fields would increase the
use of existing campus facilities in accordance with buildout projections for the campus through
2025. However, these projects would not result in additional trips because the projects do not
facilitate the growth of the campus capacity. The FTES identified in the 2000 Campus Master
Plan would remain the same. The proposed roadways would improve circulation for the
campus in accordance with the design and road construction warrants determined previously
in EIR analyses under the 2000 Campus Master Plan EIR (ATE, 2000).
The potential future Open Space Conveyance Area may have the potential to generate
additional trips with the addition of a trailhead and trails that would connect to the existing
network within the Santa Monica Mountains. Analysis of traffic associated with this additional
use was conducted by Associated Transportation Engineers (December 19, 2008) and the
memorandum is included in Appendix D. The potential future Open Space Conveyance Area,
roadway network, and existing traffic volumes are shown on Figure 4.7-1. The existing traffic
volumes and levels of service for affected roadways are shown in Table 4.7-1.
The University is not proposing to increase staff or faculty as a result of transfer of the regional
park, thus there would be no traffic increases related to the staffing and maintenance of the
park. Traffic generated by the proposed educational activities would be from CSUCI students
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and staff that are on the existing campus and would not utilize County roadways to access the
site. The project does include some enhancements to facilitate public access to the open space
area that could increase traffic traveling to and from the site. There would also be occasional
trips made from area schools to visit the site.
Trip generation estimates were developed for the existing Camarillo Regional Park facility
based on the rates contained in the SANDAG Traffic Generators report for parks. Table 4.7-7
shows the trip generation estimates developed for the existing park. In order to provide a
conservative assessment of future traffic, it is assumed that traffic generated at the park could
increase by 5% as a result of the proposed public access improvements and the off-site school
visits. This traffic increase is also shown in Table 4.7-7.
Table 4.7-7
Open Space Conveyance Trip Generation
Land-Use

Size

A.M. Peak Hour

P.M. Peak Hour

Rate

ADT
Trips

Rate

Trips

Rate

Trips

1.0 (a)

279

0.04 (a)

11

0.08 (a)

22

Existing
Open Space

279 Acres

Future Traffic Added
5% Increase

279 Acres

+14 Trips

+1 Trip

+1 Trip

Source: Associated Transportation Engineers, December 19, 2008. See Appendix D
(a) SANDAG Park Rates

The data presented in Table 4.7-7 show that the future use of the park could generate 14 ADT,
including one A.M. and one P.M. peak hour trip.
Roadway Operations. The addition of 14 average daily trips to the Ventura County
roadways adjacent to the site would not significantly impact roadway operations. The
roadways currently operate at LOS A and could continue to operate at LOS A with the addition
of the 14 ADT. The project would therefore not impact the County roadway network based on
Ventura County impact thresholds.
Intersection Impacts. The addition of one peak hour trip to the study-area intersections
would not impact operations on the surrounding County roadways. The intersections currently
operate in the LOS A-B range and the addition of one peak hour trip would not affect
operations. The project would therefore not impact the adjacent intersections based on Ventura
County impact thresholds.
Site Access. Access to the existing park is provided via a roadway connection (Old
Dairy Road) to University Drive, located just south of the Calleguas Creek bridge. The existing
driveway approach at University Drive does not provide traffic control or striping that defines
ingress or egress for vehicles entering and exiting the site. It is therefore recommended that the
project improve the driveway approach to provide standard intersection striping to define
egress and ingress and install a stop-sign and provide a striped stop-bar at the outbound
approach.
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The project access road is currently controlled by a gate located approximately 130-feet east of
University Drive. The existing distance of 130' between the driveway gate and University Drive
provides an adequate length for vehicle storage (approximately 6 vehicles) so that traffic queues
at the park gate would not extend to University Drive and potentially interfere with through
traffic.
Parking. There is currently no formal centralized parking area for the park.
Observations at the existing site indicate that vehicles park in various areas, such as adjacent to
the model airplane strip and near the old dairy. Improvements would include provision of a
centralized parking area once the existing facilities are removed and the improvements to the
area have been implemented.
Buildout Conditions. Roadway volumes for the Buildout scenario were derived from
the data published in the 2000 EIR completed for the CSUCI Campus Master Plan Project. The
ADT volumes include traffic from buildout of the County's General Plan and completion of the
CSUCI campus master plan project as shown earlier in Table 4.7-2. Buildout ADT volumes are
presented on Figure 4.7-4 and Buildout roadway operations are shown in Table 4.7-8.
Table 4.7-8
Average Daily Traffic Volumes at Buildout
Roadway Segment

Classification/Geometry

Buildout ADT

LOS

Lewis Road north of Cawelti Road

Class I / 4-Lane

34,100 ADT

LOS C

Cawelti Road west of Lewis Road

Class I / 2-lane

12,100 ADT

LOS D

Lewis Road north of Potrero Road

Class I / 4-Lane

41,300 ADT

LOS D

Source: Associated Transportation Engineers December 19, 2008. See Appendix D.

The data presented in Table 4.7-8 indicate that the study-area roadways are forecast to operate
at LOS D or better under the Buildout scenario. These operations are considered acceptable
based on the LOS D operating standard for roadways located in the unincorporated areas of the
County. The addition of the 14 average daily trips that could potentially be generated by the
project traffic would not generate a significant cumulative impact to the County roadways
under the Buildout + Project scenario, as all of the roadways would continue to operate at LOS
D or better.
Intersection Operations. The EIR completed for the CSUCI Campus Master Plan Project
identified future operational deficiencies at the Lewis Road/University Drive and Lewis
Road/Cawelti Road intersections. The EIR recommended that Lewis Road be widened to 4
lanes at the intersections and that traffic signals be installed at both locations in order to
accommodate Buildout traffic volumes. These Buildout mitigation measures have been installed
at both intersections. The addition of one peak hour trip that could potentially be generated by
the project would not generate significant cumulative impacts at the study-area intersections
under the Buildout + Project scenario, as the mitigations required at the adjacent intersections to
accommodate buildout of the campus have been installed.
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Source: Associated Transportation Engineers, December 2008.

Buildout Average Daily Traffic Volumes

Figure 4.7-4
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Mitigation Measures. No mitigation measures are required. However, as previously
stated, it is recommended that the project improve the driveway approach to Open Space
Conveyance Area to provide standard intersection striping to define egress and ingress and
install a stop-sign and provide a striped stop-bar at the outbound approach.
Significance After Mitigation. Impacts are less than significant without mitigation.
09-Impact T-3

The New Access Roadway Area design modifies a previous
proposal to construct a Class I bike path adjacent the
Primary Access Road. The current proposal involves
construction of bike lanes along the shoulders of the
Primary and Secondary Access Roadways with additional
bike lanes along the new and old levees. This is a Class II,
significant but mitigable impact.

The New Access Roadway Design modifies a previous proposal to construct a separate Class I
bike path adjacent the Primary Access Roadway. The revised design incorporates the provision
of bike lanes along the outside shoulders of the Primary and Secondary Access Roadways (see
Section 2.0 Project Description). The shoulders are five feet wide along the Primary Access
Roadway for about the first 360feet east of Lewis Road, widening to eight feet wide for the next
3,060 feet and then narrowing to four feet wide for about 250 feet just prior to the bridge across
Long Grade Canyon Creek. The project description indicates that the eight foot wide shoulders
would be signed and striped to accommodate bicycles. The narrower four and five foot wide
transitions from the eight foot wide shoulders would be less desirable for cyclists, as it would
reduce space between the cyclist and the vehicle travel lane. Pursuant to California Standards
for Class II Bikeways (Chapter 1000 California Highway Design Manual Section 1003.2 Class II
Bikeways), there are three types of Class II Bikeways of varying width depending on parking
and striping. If parallel parking exists along the bikeway, widths are 10.8 to 11.8 feet from the
curb. However, if no parking is allowed, the bikeway width should be four feet. The proposed
project would provide a minimum of four feet on the shoulder of the New Primary Access
Roadway. This is a potentially significant impact.
Construction of additional Class I bicycle lanes along the new and old levees to provide
continuous travel from Lewis Road along the Long Grade Canyon Creek Levee would provide
an alternative route for cyclists that would avoid any potential for conflicts with motorists.
Moreover, this potential Class I system could be designed to facilitate multi-use traffic including
pedestrians and skateboarders if allowed in the future. Concern was expressed by Ventura
County Watershed Protection District regarding assurance that any modifications to the levee to
construct bicycle paths, including landscaping, would not affect the levee function or
maintenance.
Mitigation Measures. The following mitigation measures would reduce the potential for
bicycle circulation hazards to a level that is less than significant.
09-T-3(a)

Bikeways. The bikeways along the primary and secondary access
roadways shall be designed as a continuous bicycle linkage with
signage and striping to provide a minimum bicycle travel lane of
four feet, restricting on-street parking and stopping where
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necessary to ensure the minimum four foot exclusive cyclist safe
travel width. Bikeways shall provide signage and striped
connections to pedestrian bridges or provide signage and striped
access across vehicular bridge crossings such that conflicts
between motorists and cyclists are reduced.
09-T-3(b)

Class I Levee Bike Paths. The Class I bike paths along the new
and old levees shall be designed as a continuous bicycle linkage
with signage at Lewis Road and on Campus directing cyclists to
the path. Ventura County Watershed Protection District shall be
consulted during the design phase to ensure the design does not
affect the function or maintenance of the levee.

Significance after Mitigation. Less than significant.
c. Cumulative Impacts. The cumulative development scenario includes the proposed
project in addition to those listed in Table 3-1. Additionally, as indicated under 09- Impact T-2,
buildout of the County General Plan was also accounted for in the future analysis of roadway
conditions. Mitigation measures applied in the past under the 1998 and 2000 Supplemental
EIRs have mitigated the potential for adverse effects. Roadway improvements have been
implemented such that buildout of the campus may proceed without adversely affecting the
regional roadway network.
The two County of Ventura projects identified as part of the cumulative development scenario
in Table 3-1 include a 40-acres hydroponic tomato production expansion and a conditional use
permit to allow wedding festivities. The approved tomato facility would add traffic trips that
would use roadways within the project vicinity. The trips expected would not likely result in
significant traffic increases due to the nature of the land use. The wedding festivity would be
limited to 150 guests per event and would occur on Saturdays and Sundays for a maximum of
35 calendar year days. The traffic expected for this facility may contribute minor amounts of
traffic to project vicinity roadways during non-school times. It should be noted that both of
these sites are located approximately 2.5 miles from the CSUCI Campus.
Based on the discussions located above, cumulative development projects would result in less
than significant cumulative traffic impacts.
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5.0 LONG TERM IMPACTS
Section 15126(g) of the State CEQA Guidelines requires a discussion of a proposed project’s
potential to foster economic or population growth, including ways in which a project could
remove obstacles to growth. Growth does not in itself necessarily cause substantial adverse
changes to the environment. However, depending upon the type, magnitude, and location of
growth, it can result in significant environmental effects. A proposed project’s growth inducing
potential is considered significant if it could result in substantial population or economic
growth that is not currently planned for a region, or because of the location, type, or magnitude
of growth that can reasonably be associated with a project, such growth is likely to result in
unavoidable significant effects in one or more environmental issue areas.

5.1

ECONOMIC GROWTH

The proposed facilities projects primarily involve the development of facilities projects found
within the 1998 and 2000 Master Plans and the 2004 Master Plan Amendment. The development
of these projects would facilitate buildout of the facilities planned to serve ultimate 15,000 full time
equivalent students (FTES) envisioned under the Campus Master Plan. The proposed projects
involving development of the new access road area and ultimately maintaining and operating the
potential future open space conveyance area would not generate additional employees, other than
temporary employment opportunities associated with construction activities.

5.2

POPULATION GROWTH

The proposed facilities projects would not increase the planned student enrollment or add any new
on-campus student housing. Projects proposed would include transportation, utility, and
recreational facilities for the campus. The total number of FTES (15,000) would remain the same as
was proposed originally in 1998 under the Campus Master Plan building out incrementally
through 2025. Therefore, the proposed facilities would not directly generate any population
growth beyond that already planned for the CSUCI campus.
The temporary construction employment associated with the proposed facilities project would be
filled by existing contractors. As a result, no relocation to the Ventura County job market from
outside the area, nor any indirect population growth impacts are anticipated.

5.3

REMOVAL of OBSTACLES to GROWTH

The proposed facilities projects do not involve the construction of major new infrastructure that
would accommodate increased growth. The infrastructure improvements that are proposed
(access roads, parking lots, levees, sub-station, sports fields) are intended to serve the university
buildout as envisioned under the Master Plan. The planned improvements would be sized
specifically to meet the university's needs and would not remove any obstacle to growth in
adjacent areas.
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CSUCI proposes to preserve an improve the site into a multi-use regional educational and
recreation area, consistent with the previous intended use of the site. As noted in Section 2.0,
Project Description, the university would preserve portions of the site as open space and wildlife
habitat while providing community access and education programs. General program
development components under consideration include a Native Habitat Program, trailhead and
hiking trails, and open space. Some minor structures are anticipated to be constructed, such as
a greenhouse or washroom facilities equipped with sewer, water, and power, which would be
constructed in support of the passive activities on site. The greenhouse would be located on an
existing slab where a former dairy building stood. Other improvements would include
repairing existing roads and construction of facilities for ADA accessibility. However, the
maintenance and operation of the potential future open space conveyance area is not
anticipated to result in any growth beyond serving the 15,000 FTES, or the existing use of the
Camarillo Regional Park.

5.4

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change refers to any significant change in measures of climate (such as temperature,
precipitation or wind) lasting for an extended period (decades or longer) (EPA, 2008). The term
climate change is often used interchangeably with the term global warming; however, the
phrase 'climate change' is preferred as it helps convey that there are [other] changes in addition
to rising temperatures (NAS, 2008).

5.4.1

The Greenhouse Effect and Greenhouse Gases

Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere are often called greenhouse gases. Principal GHGs
include carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), ozone (O3), and water vapor
(H2O). Some greenhouse gases, such as CO2, CH4, and N2O, occur naturally and are emitted to
the atmosphere through natural processes and human activities. Of these gases, CO2 and CH4
are emitted in the greatest quantities from human activities. Emissions of CO2 are largely byproducts of fossil fuel combustion, whereas CH4 results from off-gassing associated with
agricultural practices and landfills. Man-made GHGs, which have a much greater heatabsorption potential than CO2, include fluorinated gases, such as hydro fluorocarbons (HFCs),
per fluorocarbons (PFC), and sulfur hexafluoride (SF6), which are byproducts of certain
industrial processes. (Cal EPA, 2006b).
The greenhouse effect is a natural process that contributes to regulating the earth’s temperature.
Without it, the average surface temperature of the Earth would be around zero degrees F
(-18°C) instead of its present 57°F (14°C). Global climate change concerns are focused on
whether human activities are leading to an enhancement of the greenhouse effect (NCDC,
NCOA, 2007).
It is generally agreed that human activity has been increasing the concentration of greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere (mostly carbon dioxide from combustion of coal, oil, and gas, and a few
other trace gases) (USEPA 2000). Pre-industrial levels of carbon dioxide (prior to the start of the
Industrial Revolution) were about 280 parts per million by volume (ppmv), and current levels
are about 370 ppmv. The concentration of CO2 in our atmosphere today has not been exceeded
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in the last 420,000 years, and likely not in the last 20 million years. Based on current rates of
increase, carbon dioxide concentrations could reach between 490 and 1260 ppm by the end of
the 21st century, 75% to 350% above the pre-industrial concentration (IPCC 2007, SRES 2007,
NCDC 2007, and NCOA 2007).
In 2004, the United States emitted approximately 8 billion tons of carbon-dioxide equivalents
(CO2e) or about 25 tons/year/person. Of the four major sectors nationwide, residential,
commercial, industrial, and transportation, transportation accounts for the highest fraction of
GHG emissions (approximately 35% to 40%). These emissions are entirely generated from
direct fossil fuel combustion (US EPA, 2007).
The most common GHG, CO2, constitutes approximately 84% of all GHG emissions in
California. Worldwide, the state of California ranks as the 12th to 16th largest emitter of CO2 and
is responsible for approximately 2% of the world’s CO2 emissions (CEC, 2006). This large
number is due primarily to the sheer size of California compared to other states. By contrast,
California has one of the lowest per capita GHG emission rates in the country, due to the
success of its energy-efficiency and renewable energy programs and commitments that have
lowered the state’s GHG emissions rate of growth by more than half of what it would have been
otherwise (CEC, 2007). Another factor that has reduced California’s fuel use and GHG
emissions is its mild climate compared to that of many other states (less fuel is consumed for
heating homes and businesses).
According to the California EPA Climate Action Team report (CalEPA, 2006), fossil fuel
combustion accounted for 81% of California’s gross CO2 emissions, while CH4 and NO2
accounted for approximately 6.4% and 6.8%, respectively of gross 2002 climate change
emissions in California (CO2e).

5.4.2

Greenhouse Gas Sources

Greenhouse gases come from a wide range of sources which include auto, electrical power,
natural gas, and other emission producing sources. The mentioned sources are identified
below.
Auto Emissions. The United Sates Bureau of Transportation Statistics suggests that an
average United States “trip” is approximately 11.4 miles. The amount of gasoline consumed per
year can be estimated by multiplying the total miles traveled per project trip by the United
States fuel economy average of 25 miles per gallon. Combustion of one gallon of gasoline
produces about 19 pounds of carbon dioxide (The Climate Trust, 2007 RFP Conversion Metrics,
2007).
Electrical Power Emissions. Electrical power greenhouse gas emissions are a function of total
project demand. Approximately 343 tons of carbon dioxide is produced for each megawatt
hour of power generated by California Electrical suppliers (California Energy Commission,
Inventory of California Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks, 1990-2004).
Natural Gas Emissions. Greenhouse gas emissions associated with the combustion of natural
gas are a function of natural gas use at buildout and carbon dioxide emissions produced when a
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unit of natural gas is combusted. Natural gas produces approximately 0.05467 tons of carbon
dioxide per 1,000 cubic feet combusted (The Climate Trust, 2007).
Other Natural Gas Emissions. Emissions not included above include methane emissions from
sources such as wastewater treatment plants, solid waste that is landfilled, and potentially other
non-carbon dioxide greenhouse gas emissions that occur as a result of a project. Landfill
emissions are separately regulated and methane gas recovery is a required element of that
regulatory program.

5.4.3

Regulatory Framework

Climate change has had a relatively recent record in the adoption of regulations on local, state,
national and worldwide scales.
Worldwide regulations started in 1992, when the United States joined other countries around
the world in signing the United Nations’ Framework Convention on Climate Change agreement
with the goal of controlling greenhouse gas emissions. As a result, the Climate Change Action
Plan was developed to address the reduction of greenhouse gases in the United States. The
Climate Change Action Plan consists of more than 50 voluntary programs. Additionally, the
Montreal Protocol was originally signed in 1987 and substantially amended in 1990 and 1992.
The Montreal Protocol stipulates that the production and consumption of compounds that
deplete ozone in the stratosphere (i.e., chlorofluorocarbons, halons, carbon tetrachloride, and
methyl chloroform) were to be phased out by year 2000.
More recent regulations were established statewide in California with Executive Order #S-3-05
on June 1, 2005. Executive Order #S-3-05 calls for a reduction in GHG emissions to 1990 levels
by 2020 and for an 80% reduction in GHG emissions below 1990 levels by 2050. Additionally, it
requires the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) to prepare biennial science
reports on the potential impact of continued global warming on certain sectors of the California
economy. The first of these reports, “Scenarios of Climate Change in California: An Overview,”
was published in February 2006. These reports use a range of emissions scenarios developed by
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to project a series of potential warming
ranges that may occur in California during the 21st century (low, medium, and high warming
ranges).
The California Legislature, in addition to Executive Order #S-3-05, passed Assembly Bill 32
(Global Warming Solutions Act) on August 31, 2006. It requires the State’s global warming
emissions to be reduced to 1990 levels by 2020. The reduction would be accomplished through
an enforceable Statewide cap on global warming emissions that would be phased in starting in
2012. Emission reductions shall include carbon sequestration projects and best management
practices that are technologically feasible and cost-effective. Currently, AB 32 does not provide
thresholds or methodologies for analyzing a project’s impacts regarding global climate change.
However, AB 32 requires that on or before January 1, 2010, regulations be adopted to
implement early action GHG emission reduction measures. Additionally, on or before January
1, 2010, California will adopt quantifiable, verifiable and enforceable emission reduction
measures by regulation that will achieve the statewide GHG emissions limit by 2020, to become
operative on January 1, 2012, at the latest. Further, the Air Resources Board shall monitor
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compliance with and enforce any emission reduction measure adopted pursuant to Assembly
Bill 32.
AB 32 also takes into account the relative contribution of each source or source category to
protect adverse impacts on small businesses and others by requiring the Air Resource Board to
recommend a de minimis threshold of GHG emissions below which emissions reduction
requirements would not apply. Assembly Bill 32 also allows for the Governor to adjust the
deadlines mentioned above for individual regulations or the entire state to the earliest feasible
date in the event of extraordinary circumstances, catastrophic events, or threat of significant
economic harm.

5.4.4

Facilities Projects Impacts

Climate change is, by definition, a cumulative environmental impact and the impacts of climate
change on California human and natural systems could be substantial; however, there currently
is no agreed-upon methodology to adequately identify, under CEQA, when project-level GHG
emissions contribute considerably to this cumulative impact. Thus, at this time, it would be
speculative to determine if the potential GHG emissions associated with the construction of the
proposed facilities projects would or would not contribute considerably to this cumulative
impact.
CEQA requires an agency to engage in forecasting “to the extent that an activity could reasonably be
expected under the circumstances. An agency cannot be expected to predict the future course of
governmental regulation or exactly what information scientific advances may ultimately reveal.” (CEQA
Guidelines Section 15144, Office of Planning Research commentary, citing the California
Supreme Court decision in Laurel Heights Improvement Association v. Regents of the University of
California [1988] 47 Cal. 3d 376). CEQA does not require an agency to evaluate an impact that is
“too speculative” provided that the agency identifies the impact, engages in a “thorough
investigation” but is “unable to resolve an issue,” and then discloses its conclusion that the
impact is too speculative for evaluation. (CEQA Guidelines Section 15145, Office of Planning and
Research commentary). Additionally, CEQA requires that impacts be evaluated at a level that is
“specific enough to permit informed decision making and public participation” with the “production of
information sufficient to understand the environmental impacts of the proposed project and to
permit a reasonable choice of alternatives so far as environmental aspects are concerned.”
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15146, Office of Planning and Research commentary).
As indicated in Section 2.0, Project Description, the proposed facilities include an electrical
substation, new roadways, levee, additional sports fields and associated structures, lights for
the existing Potrero soccer fields, and potential future conveyance of land to the north of the
campus. All of these facilities would require some element of construction, which would emit
GHGs. On an operational level, the only facilities that would require electricity would be the
Potrero soccer field lights and any maintenance lighting for the substation and potential future
conveyance area structures. Electricity use would result in indirect emissions for GHGs.
Construction and operational impacts are discussed further below.
Construction Emissions. The proposed facilities projects would emit greenhouse gases
from upstream emission sources (the manufacture of building materials such as cement) and
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direct sources (combustion of fuels from employee vehicles and construction equipment).
Emissions from the combustion of fuel from construction equipment and associated employee
vehicles were estimated using URBEMIS 2007 v.9.2.4. Carbon dioxide emissions during
construction phases emitted 35,636 lbs per day, which translates to 16.04 metric tons per day
CDE (35,636 lbs X 0.00045 metric tons/pound X 1(GWP)). Methane and nitrous oxide emissions
would be negligible in this instance due to the construction period. Construction would be a
temporary one-time occurrence and would not contribute to the daily operational GHG
emissions scenario.
There is no adopted Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan or applicable strategy in the jurisdiction of
the project. Therefore, this assessment looks at whether or not the project would hinder or
delay California’s ability to meet the reduction targets contained in AB 32. Construction of the
proposed project would occur prior to the year 2020 and would not hinder or delay the
implementation of AB 32 since AB 32 assesses the emissions (not the concentration) in the year
2020.
Operational Emissions. Implementation of the above mentioned facilities projects would
introduce additional development to the CSUCI Campus. However, the proposed facilities
would not result in direct GHG-emitting sources. The lights proposed on the Potrero soccer
fields, lights for locker rooms and potential future conveyance area structures would represent
an indirect energy source that would require the use of electricity that is generated through
sources that emit GHGs. The proposed lights would not be turned on every night and would
occur only during sporting events or nighttime practices. This would represent an incremental
increase of energy use.
Other proposed facilities would not result in direct or indirect GHG emissions. The roadway,
levee, additional sports fields, and electrical substation would not require direct energy
consumption. It should be noted that the roadway does not constitute an emitting source, as it
is the vehicles that use it which are the source. The proposed facilities do not increase the FTES
planned for the Campus and thus would not increase trips to and from the campus. Indirect
energy would be required for periodic maintenance. The energy sources of such could emit
GHGs into the atmosphere. However, the amounts that would be emitted would be a
temporary occurrence and would not contribute to the daily operational GHG emissions
scenario.
Significant uncertainty is involved in making predictions about the extent of which the project
operations would have on greenhouse gas emissions and global climate change occurs with
implementation of the proposed project. Therefore, a conclusion on the significance of the
environmental impact of climate change cannot be reached. Section 15145 of the CEQA
Guidelines provides that, if after a thorough investigation a lead agency finds that a particular
impact is too speculative for evaluation, the agency should note its conclusion and terminate
discussion of the impacts.
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6.0 ALTERNATIVES
As required by Section 15126.6 of the State CEQA Guidelines, this section of the SEIR examines a
range of reasonable alternatives to the proposed project that could feasibly achieve similar
objectives and reduce or eliminate the project's significant environmental effects. The analysis
in this SEIR concludes that no unavoidably significant impacts would occur from
implementation of the proposed project. As such, alternatives were chosen that could
potentially reduce certain impacts further. The three alternatives that are analyzed include:
x
x
x

Alternative 1: No Project (2004 Master Plan would continue to apply)
Alternative 2: No open space conveyance would be accepted from the County of Ventura (370acre parcel)
Alternative 3: Structured parking would be developed rather than surface parking

These alternatives are described in greater detail and analyzed below. The alternatives
evaluation examines only the seven issues analyzed in this SEIR. These issues are aesthetics, air
quality, biological resources, cultural resources, hydrology, hazards, and transportation/traffic.
As required by CEQA, this section also includes a discussion of the “environmentally superior
alternative” among those studied.

6.1

ALTERNATIVE 1: No Project

6.1.1

Description

This alternative assumes that the proposed 2009 Facilities Project is not adopted, and none of
the facilities projects are built or implemented. Consequently, development of the CSUCI
campus would proceed as provided under the 2004 Revised Master Plan, and potential
environmental impacts would occur as discussed in the 2004 SEIR.
Under the no project scenario, the University would not accept a conveyance of 370-acres of
open space from the County of Ventura nor would the electrical substation be completed.
Additionally, all other facilities details including construction of the Potrero soccer field lights,
bleacher seating, expanded flood protection levees along Long Grade Canyon Creek, and
landscaped and revised access road plans would not be completed. However, it should be
noted that the adoption of the No Project alternative would not preclude construction of the
access road, athletic fields, and parking. These features were approved as part of the 2004
Campus Master Plan.

6.1.2

Impact Analysis

a. Aesthetics. Under this alternative, the proposed facilities would not be constructed,
nor would the 370-acre open space conveyance land be accepted from the County of Ventura.
Facilities identified in the 2004 Campus Master Plan Amendment SEIR would still be allowed.
Visual impacts identified in Section 4.1, Aesthetics, of this document would not occur. It would
eliminate viewshed modifications identified from South Lewis Road. Nighttime lighting pool
sheds would not be as extensive, as athletic field lighting would not be added at the Potrero
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Road soccer fields, and lighting stanchions would remain restricted to 30 feet in height. The
result would be marginally reduced aesthetic effects. Therefore, the No Project alternative
would be superior to the proposed project from an aesthetics perspective.
b. Air Quality. Under this alternative, some of proposed facilities (bleachers, field
lighting, and new levee system) would not be constructed, nor would the open space land
conveyance be accepted. This would eliminate impacts due to construction of these 2009
facilities features. All potential temporary construction-related emissions for these features
would consequently not occur. Operational impacts would remain the same as analyzed in the
2004 SEIR. The result would be reduced temporary construction-related air quality impacts,
and the No Project alternative would be superior in to the proposed project in this regard.
c. Biological Resources. Under this alternative, the 2009 proposed facilities would not
be constructed, nor would the open space conveyance land be accepted. This would eliminate
all biological impacts identified for the proposed facilities. No additional disturbance of habitat,
wetlands, wildlife or plants beyond what was identified in 2004 would occur. Increased
nighttime lighting associated with the proposed facilities would not occur. New mitigation
identified in this SEIR would not be necessary. This alternative would not eliminate all
potential impacts, as the 2004 SEIR plans for the proposed roadways and levees which still be
allowed and would still impact Long Grade Canyon Creek. Since biological resource impacts
would be largely similar to those identified in the 2004 SEIR, impacts in this environmental
issue area under a No Project scenario are considered similar to those of the proposed project.
d. Cultural Resources. The No Project alternative may be able to avoid construction
impacts to the delineated cultural resource areas (portions of the 154-acre new access road area).
The 2009 proposed facilities and the open space land conveyance would not occur, but the
access road and the parking lots would still be allowed. Therefore, impacts would remain
substantially similar to those identified in the 2004 SEIR, and mitigation would be applicable in
either scenario.
e. Hydrology. Under this alternative, the newly proposed 2009 facilities would not be
constructed, nor would the open space conveyance land be accepted. However, the land use
features would still be allowed under the 2004 Campus Master Plan (access road, athletic fields,
and parking lots). The No Project alternative would not enable locker rooms or athletic field
lighting, and therefore these features would not be exposed to flooding risk.
On the other hand, implementation of the No Project alternative would not provide
construction of the levee which would reduce flooding of Long Grade Canyon Creek and
provide for 10 acres of wetlands. As proposed, these are beneficial impacts and adoption of the
No Project alternative would allow for the existing conditions to prevail which result in more
flooding than may would occur under the proposed project. Therefore, the No Project
alternative is considered inferior in the area of hydrology.
f. Hazards. Under this alternative, the 2009 proposed facilities would not be
constructed, nor would the open space conveyance land be accepted. However, this would not
eliminate or reduce impacts to potential health risks associated with implementation of the
proposed facilities, because the access road features, athletic fields, and parking lots are allowed
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under the 2004 Campus Master Plan and the hazardous materials exposures would be materials
similar. The impacts related to the exposure of contaminants associated with sewage sludge
and dry holes on the open space conveyance area would still occur under County ownership.
Therefore, impacts would be considered similar in the area of hazards and hazardous materials.
g. Transportation. Under this alternative, the proposed facilities would not be
constructed, including the new access road and open space conveyance areas. Traffic
conditions would remain the same as existing and impacts would be the same as identified in
the 2004 SEIR. It should be noted, the 2004 Campus Master Plan Amendment plans for the
construction of the proposed access roads, and choosing this alternative would result in
inconsistencies with that Plan and would temporarily delay the construction of the new access
road area. Trip generation associated with the open space conveyance area would not occur.

6.2

ALTERNATIVE 2: No Open Space Conveyance

6.2.1

Description

Under this alternative, the proposed 370-acre open space conveyance from the County of
Ventura to CSUCI would not occur. All other facilities identified in this SEIR would continue to
be part of the proposed project as described in Section 2.0, Project Description. The open space
conveyance area would remain under ownership of the County of Ventura and would maintain
its current levels of improvement and access.

6.2.2

Impact Analysis

a. Aesthetics. The only difference between this alternative and the proposed project is
that the open space conveyance area would remain under its current use and ownership.
Because the open space conveyance area would be expected to be a passive recreational area
under the proposed project, leaving the site in its current use would not result in a substantially
different aesthetic condition. Aesthetic impacts for the remaining facilities would reflect those
impacts discussed in Section 4.1, Aesthetics, of this SEIR. Mitigation measures identified in this
SEIR for the proposed facilities other than the open space conveyance area would apply.
Additionally, mitigation measures identified for change in Section 2.0, Project Description, would
also apply.
b. Air Quality. The only difference between this alternative and the proposed project is
that the open space conveyance area would remain under its current use and ownership.
Construction impacts for the proposed projects would remain the same as analyzed in Section
4.2, Air Quality. Construction impacts to develop the trailhead and other minor improvements
to the open space conveyance area would not require extensive grading or large structures, and
thus do not constitute a significant portion of the construction impacts. Operational impacts
would be incrementally lower than those analyzed in this SEIR due to the nominal reduction of
trips from those using the open space conveyance area. Impacts would remain less than
significant for construction and operational impacts. Therefore, the No Open Space
Conveyance alternative would be similar in terms of air quality impacts to those of the
proposed project.
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c. Biological Resources. This alternative involves all components of the proposed
project except for the conveyance of the 370 acres of County of Ventura-managed open space.
The majority of the biological impacts associated with this SEIR occur within the open space
conveyance area and eliminating this portion would therefore reduce impacts. However, the
components associated with Long Grade Canyon Creek including the levee and the roadway
overcrossing would still exhibit biological impacts. Mitigation measures proposed to reduce
impacts would still apply, however, mitigation measures aimed at reducing impacts in the open
space conveyance area would no longer be necessary. The slight reduction in the area of
biological resource impacts resulting from not developing a trailhead facility and other features
would render this alternative modestly superior from a biological resources perspective.
d. Cultural Resources. The only difference between this alternative and the proposed
project is that the open space conveyance area would remain under its current use and
ownership. The remaining facilities would be implemented. Impacts identified in Section 4.4,
Cultural Resources, with respect to unknown prehistoric and archaeological resources would
remain the same. Impacts would continue to be less than significant with mitigation
incorporated. The effects would be equivalent to those resulting from the proposed project.
e. Hydrology. This alternative would involve all components of the proposed project
except for the conveyance of an additional 370 acres of open space. This area is not within the
flood planes analyzed and no hydrological impacts have been identified within it. This
alternative would not affect the impact discussion in Section 4.5, Hydrology, of this SEIR.
Mitigation measures identified would also apply and impacts would be less than significant.
The effects would be equivalent to those resulting from the proposed project.
f. Hazards. As indicated in Section 4.6, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, the open space
conveyance area includes hazardous materials risks including pesticide contaminants, sewage
sludge, and abandoned dry holes. Removal of the open space conveyance area from the project
would eliminate these impacts from the project, though they would remain an ambient
condition under County of Ventura ownership. Mitigation measures associated with these
impacts would therefore not apply to the project, which may result in an inferior overall effect.
g. Transportation. No change in overall campus FTES (the main generator of trips to
and from the campus) would occur under this alternative, though there may be a marginal
increase in visitation to the open space area because of improved maintenance and
management, and the formal development of a trailhead facility. That improvement would
result in improved access and movement into the Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreational Area for pedestrians, which is considered a beneficial impact for pedestrian
circulation. Because impacts related to the proposed access roadways would remain the same,
and because the additional trips to the open space parcel would be negligible, the Open Space
Conveyance alternative is considered similar in transportation effects to the proposed project.
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6.3
6.3.1

ALTERNATIVE 3: STRUCTURED PARKING
Description

This alternative would change the proposed parking development from two surface parking
lots (west and east lots) to one structured parking garage on the west parking lot area. The
proposed east parking lot would remain undeveloped, while the west parking area would
support additional parking to fulfill the total planned parking spaces. Modifications to the
proposed Primary Access Road would occur to support the noted alteration. The rest of the
proposed facilities project would be developed as described in this SEIR. .

6.3.2

Impact Analysis

a. Aesthetics. Aesthetic impacts for the Structured Parking alternative would be greater
than those for the proposed project. As indicated above, the two surface parking lots would be
combined into one structured parking lot. This would result in a structure which has the
potential to interrupt views of surrounding hillsides and viewsheds from multiple vantage
points, including South Lewis Road and the new access road. Additionally, the parking
structure would include lighting from a higher elevation which has the potential to result in
increased light spillover and ambient night lighting in the proposed area. However, mitigation
measure 03-AES-3(b) describing surface lot tree planting patterns would not need to be altered.
Furthermore, additional mitigation measures would be required to reduce aesthetic impacts
from the parking structure. The other facilities impacts would remain the same with respect to
aesthetics as described in Section 4.1, Aesthetics. The result would be that this alternative would
be inferior to the proposed project from an aesthetics perspective.
b. Air Quality. As indicated above, the two surface parking lots would be combined
into one structured parking lot. This would eliminate the need for the east parking lot to be
graded and paved, which would reduce construction phase emissions. However, when
compared to the structured parking construction, construction phase emissions would likely be
greater due to increased development intensity. Construction of the parking structure would
include increased building materials and coatings which have the potential to increase
construction emissions. Mitigation measures would likely be required to reduce construction
phase impacts associated with construction of the parking structure. Operational impacts for
the proposed facilities would remain the same as FTES is not being increased or decreased. The
result would be that the air quality impacts for the Structured Parking alternative would be
greater than those for the proposed project.
c. Biological Resources. This alternative would site a parking structure on the west
parking lot to provide enough parking spaces to allow for the east parking lot to be removed
from the project. This would remove total spatial extent of impervious surface area, which
could reduce the amount of runoff into Long Grade Canyon Creek and reduce biological
impacts in those areas. The reduction in paved ground area would also reduce potential
microclimatic changes due to heat island effects from paved surfaces which could impact
biological resources. Therefore, the Structured Parking alternative could be marginally superior
in the area of biological resources.
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d. Cultural Resources. Implementation of the Structured Parking alternative would
enable siting of the parking facilities in a way that avoids areas having prehistoric or
archaeological resources. This alternative would reduce the surface area of the area to be
graded by eliminating the east parking lot from construction, but would require greater
excavation on the west parking lot. The result would be less ground disturbance than the
proposed project. Other proposed facilities would not be impacted significantly by this
alternative relative to cultural resources. The result would be that this alternative would be
superior to the proposed project in the area of impacts to cultural resources.
e. Hydrology. Implementation of the Structured Parking alternative would site the
parking structure on areas subject to flooding during 25-year floods. This would result in the
need for mitigation to either increase the height of the parking structure to the 100-year flood
zone or other height above the 25-year level as acceptable to reduce impacts. Impacts to the
other proposed facilities would remain the same as discussed in Section 4.5, Hydrology. Impacts
would be potentially significant unless mitigation is implemented, which is considered similar
to the proposed project.
f. Hazards. Hazards and Hazardous Materials impacts would remain similar to those
analyzed in Section 4.6, Hazards and Hazardous Materials. The parking structure would not alter
the location of area susceptible to pesticide hazards. However, this alternative would reduce
the total land area to be graded by not grading the east parking lot. All impacts and mitigation
measures as identified in this SEIR would continue. Despite the possibility that marginally less
ground would be disturbed and therefore less spatial area would require mitigation, this
hazards environmental condition and need for mitigation would remain essentially unchanged
from that of the proposed project.
g. Transportation. Transportation impacts would remain similar to those analyzed in
Section 4.7, Transportation/Traffic. Construction of the proposed access roads would be
implemented, but minor design modifications would be required to provide for acceptable LOS
levels for entrance into the parking structure. The parking structure would accommodate the
same number of parking spaces as designed by the proposed project. Mitigation measures
would likely need to be developed to accommodate the parking structure. Other proposed
facilities would not be impacted significantly by this alternative relative to
transportation/traffic. Therefore, the transportation impacts are similar (less than significant) as
those under the proposed project.

6.4

ALTERNATIVE SITES

The proposed Facilities Projects involve various changes to the Master Plan for development of
CSUCI. Implementing these changes at another location is not feasible since they relate to the
development of the university at its current location. Therefore, analysis of alternative sites is
not warranted.
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6.5

ENVIRONMENTALLY SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE

Table 6-1 provides a summary comparison of the proposed project and the two project
alternatives. The table indicates both the magnitude of each impact for each alternative (Class I,
II, III, or IV) and how the impact for each alternative compares to the proposed project (superior
[+], similar [=], or inferior [-]).
Each of the alternatives has specific issue areas that are environmentally superior to the
proposed project. However, they also contain increased impacts as compared to the proposed
project. Overall, Alternative 1, No Project, is considered environmentally superior among the
three options since it eliminates most of the impacts. Among the other alternatives, the No
Open Space Conveyance alternative is superior in one area and inferior in another. The
Structured Parking alternative is superior in three areas and inferior in three. Accordingly, the
alternatives are equal overall in environmental impact, and neither the proposed project nor
any alternatives would result in significant unavoidable environmental impacts.
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Table 6-1 Comparison of the Environmental Impacts of Project Alternatives
Issue
Aesthetics
Viewsheds
Light and Glare
Preserve Open
Space
Air Quality
Construction
Emissions
Biological Resources
Sensitive Species
Sensitive Habitat
Wetlands
Wildlife Movement
Cultural Resources
Archaeological
Resources
Hydrology
Access Road
Flooding
Long Grade Canyon
Creek Flooding
Facility Flooding
Hazards
Agricultural
Contaminants
Contaminated Soils
Dry Holes
Transportation/Traffic
LOS on Access
Roads
Trip Generation for
Acquisition Parcel
Total Alternatives
Differential

Proposed Project

Alt 1 (No Project)

Alt 2 (No
Open Space
Conveyance)

Alt 3 (Structured
Parking)

II
II
III

+
+
=

=
=
=

=

III

+

=

-

II
II
II
II

=
=
=
=

=
+
=
=

=
+
+
=

II

=

=

+

II

-

=

=

IV

-

=

=

II

+

=

=

II

=

=

=

II
II

=
=

=
-

=
=

III

=

=

=

III

=

=

=

+2

0

0

I = Unavoidably significant impact
II = Significant but mitigable impact
III = Adverse, but less than significant impact
IV = No Impact
+
Superior to the proposed project
Inferior to the proposed project
= Similar impact to the proposed project
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8.0 ADDENDA and ERRATA/
COMMENTS and RESPONSES
8.1

ADDENDA and ERRATA

This section of the Final Supplemental EIR for the California State University, Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental presents modifications to the Draft SEIR text based on the
response to comments received, which are included below in Section 8.2. Deletions are noted
by strikeout and insertions by underline. Individual typographical corrections are not
specifically indicated here.
The changes incorporated into this EIR correct minor errors or clarify information. The changes
do not result in presentation of new substantial adverse environmental effects that cannot be
mitigated by existing mitigation.
A global distinction was added throughout the EIR to discussions involving the Open Space
conveyance area to indicate the area as “potential” and “future” conveyance area.
Section 2.0 Project Description
The following changes were made in Section 2.0 Project Description in SEIR in response to
comment 3B.
Figure 2-3(b) has been modified such that the entire parcel is designated as a “restricted
use area” rather than having a portion indicated as “federal encumbered property”
The language on page 2-18 of the EIR has been modified to read as follows.
Under the proposed project, the CSUCI would take control of about 370 additional acres,
including 279 acres of Ventura County-owned public open space land adjacent to the
north side of campus [see Figure 2-3(b)] pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 550 (e).
Section 4.3 Biological Resources
The following rows were added to Table 4.3-5 on page 4.3-19 in Section 4.3 Biological Resources
of the SDEIR in response to comment 1B.
Scientific
Name

Astragalus
brauntonii

Common Name

Braunton’s
milk-vetch

G-Rank/
S-Rank

G2/S2.1

Fed/State

FE/-

CNPS

Required Habitat

1B.1

Closed-cone
coniferous forest,
chaparral, coastal
scrub, valley and
foothill grassland.
Recent burns or
disturbed areas in stiff
gravelly clay soils
overlying granite or
limestone. 4-640 m.

Likelihood of
Occurrence

Possible: suitable
coastal sage scrub
habitat onsite

California State University Channel Islands
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Scientific
Name

Common Name

G-Rank/
S-Rank

Fed/State

CNPS

Dudleya
cymosa ssp.
ovatifolia

Santa Monica
dudleya

G5T2/S2.2

FT/-

1B.2

Dudleya
cymosa ssp.
marcescens

Marcescent
dudleya

G5T2/S2.2

FT/SR

1B.2

Required Habitat
Chaparral, coastal
scrub in canyons on
sedimentary
conglomerates;
primarily N-facing
slopes. 210-500 m.
Chaparral on sheer
rock surfaces and
rocky volcanic cliffs.
180-520 m.

Likelihood of
Occurrence
Possible: suitable
coastal sage scrub
habitat onsite

Unlikely: marginal
habitat onsite

The following change was made to mitigation measure 09-BIO-1(b) on page 4.3-30 in Section 4.3
Biological Resources and within the Executive Summary Table. This change was made in
response to comment 1C.
09-BIO-1(b)

During the winter season prior to construction activities within
riparian habitat either along Long Grade Canyon Creek or within
the conveyance area, a habitat assessment shall be performed at
the specific location of proposed impacts to determine the
suitability of the habitat to support least Bell’s vireo during the
breeding season. If the habitat assessment indicates that suitable
habitat exists to support breeding and nesting activities by least
Bell’s vireo, USFWS protocol surveys shall be conducted for least
Bell’s vireo prior to any construction activity, including vegetation
clearing, and including a buffer zone of 300 feet from the
proposed construction area. If federal listed endangered or
threatened wildlife species are found within any proposed
development areas, CSUCI shall obtain the necessary signed
copies of an incidental take permit and associated enacting
agreements prior to the initiation of alteration of natural habitats
containing such species.

The following discussion was modified in the paragraph following Mitigation Measure
09-BIO-1(b) on page 4.3-32. This change was made in response to comment 3L.
As discussed above, iIncidental take for endangered or threatened wildlife species, such as least
Bell’s vireo, would be via either the Section 7 consultation process or through the preparation of
a Section 10(a) Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). Measure 09-BIO-1(b) provides a performance
standard for the purpose of CEQA so that CSUCI is assured that the overall set of mitigation
measures will achieve federal standards for species protection and habitat protection. To
determine whether or not impacts can be sufficiently mitigated or whether the project would
result in an unavoidable adverse significant impact to species listed under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), the regulatory framework of the ESA needs to be considered. Acquisition of
a take permit requires that the impact be avoided to the extent practicable, that the impact be
minimized, or that compensatory mitigation (typically in the form of habitat acquisition and/or
restoration) be performed. This establishes performance criteria whereby in the regulatory
opinion of the authorizing agency, the impacts to the listed species is reduced such that a
finding of “no jeopardy” can be made. The criteria established under this act provides a basis
California State University Channel Islands
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for determining whether or not a significant impact is fully mitigated, and compliance with this
regulatory process sufficiently to obtain an incidental take permit indicates that impacts have
been reduced to a level of less than significant.
The following change was made to mitigation measure 09-BIO-1(a), found on page 4.329 and in the Executive Summary. The change was made in response to comment 3K.
09-BIO-1(a)

8.2

Special-status wildlife species surveys shall be conducted within the
Open Space Conveyance Area to determine the presence/absence of
any endangered, threatened, or otherwise sensitive wildlife species
at such time that specific facilities are proposed. Should the survey
results conclude the presence of endangered or threatened species,
consultation with USFWS or the CDFG will be required to
determine whether or not an incidental take permit may be
necessary. Also, prior to the commencement of any subsequent
grading operations or other activities involving disturbance of
natural habitat, a survey would be conducted to locate specialstatus wildlife species within 100 feet of the outer extent of projected
soil disturbance activities, and any special status wildlife species
encountered shall be relocated to suitable habitat outside of the
fenced construction area by a qualified biologist in accordance with
appropriate permits. the locations should be clearly marked and
identified on the construction/grading plans. A biological monitor
will also be present at the initiation of vegetation clearing to provide
an education program to the construction operators regarding the
efforts needed to protect special-status wildlife species. Fencing or
flagging would be installed around the limits of grading prior to the
initiation of vegetation clearing.

COMMENTS and RESPONSES

This section of the California State University, Channel Islands 2009 Facilities Projects
Supplemental EIR contains all seven of the written comments received in response to the Draft
EIR during the 45-day public review period of December 23, 2008, through February 6, 2009.
Each comment received by CSUCI has been included within this report. Responses to all
comments have been prepared to address the concerns raised by the commenters and to
indicate where and how the EIR addresses environmental issues. Changes that were made to
the EIR in response to comments are outlined in the beginning of this section under Addenda
Errata.
This document constitutes the Final EIR to be presented to the Trustees of the State University
for certification prior to decisions on acceptance and approval of 2009 Facilities Projects.
Specific comments contained within any particular written letter have been numbered in order
to provide a reference to it in the response. Each letter is presented first, with the responses
following.
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Commenter

Page

1. Department of the Interior, United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, Chris Dellith, Senior Biologist

8-5

2. Department of Toxic Substances Control, Ken Chiang, Senior
Hazardous Substances Scientist

8-12

3. County of Ventura Resource Management Agency, Kim
Rodriguez, County Planning Director

8-16

4. County of Ventura Office of Agricultural Commissioner, Rita
Graham, Agricultural Land Use Planner

8-34

5. Board of Supervisors, Ventura County, Kathy Long,
Supervisor, Third District

8-37

6. Camrosa Water District, Joe Willingham, Planning and Data
Systems Manager

8-39

7. Charles S. Parra, Ventureño Chumash

8-43
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Letter 1
COMMENTER:

Department of the Interior, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Chris
Dellith, Senior Biologist

DATE:

February 5, 2009.

Response 1A
The commenter notes they have reviewed the DSEIR and gives a summary of the project. The
commenter expresses concern regarding several federally listed species and notes that they also
issued a letter in response to the Notice of Preparation. The commenter further states the
responsibilities of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).
The SDEIR includes the letter issued by the USFWS in response to the Notice of Preparation
within Appendix A of the SDEIR. Moreover, in response to the USFWS letter, the scope of the
EIR was expanded to include a greater analysis of botanical and wildlife resources, particularly
within the potential future conveyance area. At this time the only projects that are currently
proposed include areas that were previously studied and areas that are under current study as
part of the permit process for working with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and California
Department of Fish and Game with respect to bridge crossings and wetlands creation. These
areas include formerly agricultural areas that are currently fallow where the roads, sports fields
and levee will be constructed, as well as the riparian corridor of Long Grade Canyon Creek,
which would primarily only be affected by bridge crossings and the eventual sewer line
crossing. No projects are as yet proposed within the potential future conveyance area, though it
is reasonably foreseeable as discussed in Section 2.0 on page 2-18 and 2-21, that the property
may be developed with a trailhead and hiking trails, that a native habitat preservation program
would be implemented, and that passive open space multi-use areas could be developed with
some minor non-occupancy structures such as a small greenhouse and washroom facilities
equipped with sewer, water and power. Other foreseeable improvements include removal of
unsafe structures, repairing existing roads and ADA accessibility. However, at this time no
projects are proposed within the potential future conveyance area and only the land potential
future conveyance is proposed.
Response 1B
The commenter assert that the plan area supports Ventura coastal sage scrub, wetland/riparian,
California annual and ruderal grasslands, and disturbed/developed habitats. The commenter
asserts that they concur with a determination that the California gnatcatcher (Polioptila
californica californica) is not known to occur within the region of the Santa Monica Mountains
and will thus not be further discussed. The commenter states they are concerned not only about
the federally listed species identified in the EIR, but also about Braunton’s milk-vetch
(Astragalus brauntonii), Santa Monica dudleya (Dudleya cymosa ssp. ovatifolia), and marcescent
dudleya (Dudleya cymosa ssp. marcescens).
The habitats mentioned by USFWS are included in the EIR analysis on Figure 4.3-1 in Section
4.3 Biological Resources. The EIR concludes that the California gnatcatcher is not likely to be
California State University Channel Islands
8-9

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 8.0 Addenda and Errata/Comments and Responses

affected in Table 4.3-4. In response to this comment, Table 4.3-5 has been amended to include
the two dudleya and Braunton’s milk-vetch species recommended for examination by USFWS.
The following rows have been added to Table 4.3-5.
Scientific
Name

Common
Name

G-Rank/
S-Rank

Fed/State

CNPS

Astragalus
brauntonii

Braunton’s
milk-vetch

Dudleya
cymosa ssp.
ovatifolia

Santa
Monica
dudleya

G5T2/S2.2

FT/-

1B.2

Dudleya
cymosa ssp.
marcescens

Marcescent
dudleya

G5T2/S2.2

FT/SR

1B.2

G2/S2.1

FE/-

1B.1

Required Habitat
Closed-cone coniferous forest,
chaparral, coastal scrub, valley
and foothill grassland. Recent
burns or disturbed areas in stiff
gravelly clay soils overlying
granite or limestone. 4-640 m.
Chaparral, coastal scrub in
canyons on sedimentary
conglomerates; primarily N-facing
slopes. 210-500 m.
Chaparral on sheer rock surfaces
and rocky volcanic cliffs. 180520 m.

Likelihood of
Occurrence
Possible:
suitable coastal
sage scrub
habitat onsite
Possible:
suitable coastal
sage scrub
habitat onsite
Unlikely:
marginal habitat
onsite

Response 1C
The commenter states their comments are limited to federally listed species and that they are
concerned about the potential for adverse effects to least Bell’s vireo, including impacts to
habitat. The commenter acknowledges the habitat is noted in the DEIR as lacking the structure
and density to support breeding habitat, but requests protocol surveys to verify the occurrence
of the species. The commenter recommends consultation if “take” will occur.
As of fall 2008, the habitat is not considered suitable for nesting due to a lack of density and
structure (Table 4.3-4). However, as time passes, there is potential for the riparian vegetation to
become more suitable as it becomes more mature and dense. Mitigation measures 09-BIO-1(a-c)
address impacts to special-status wildlife species. However, the language within the mitigation
has been clarified in response to this comment. The mitigation measure 09-BIO-1(b) has been
amended as follows.
09-BIO-1(b)

During the winter season prior to construction activities within Long Grade
Canyon Creek, a habitat assessment shall be performed within Long Grade
Canyon Creek to determine the suitability of the habitat to support least
Bell’s vireo. If the habitat assessment indicates that suitable habitat exists
onsite to support breeding and nesting activities by least Bell’s vireo,
USFWS protocol surveys shall be conducted for least Bell’s vireo prior to
any construction activity within the creek, including vegetation clearing. If
federal listed endangered or threatened wildlife species are found within
any proposed development areas, CSUCI shall obtain the necessary signed
copies of an incidental take permit and associated enacting agreements
prior to the initiation of alteration of natural habitats containing such
species.

California State University Channel Islands
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Response 1D
The commenter reiterates concern about the plant species added to Table 4.3-5 as well as several
species already contained in Table 4.3-5. The commenter notes Figure 4.3-2 and special status
elements tracked by the CNDDB, indicating the distribution of rare species is tracked by the
database, but does not represent all occurrences. The areas potentially affected by the currently
proposed projects are limited to agricultural areas, also indicated on Figure 4.3-1 as agriculture
in addition to Long Grade Canyon Creek, which runs along the southern boundary of the future
playfields and proposed parking. The areas within the currently proposed facilities projects
(sports fields, parking lots, access roadway and bridges) do not contain any volcanic rock
outcrops, chaparral habitat, or coastal sage scrub.
The determinations regarding habitat suitability as indicated in Table 4.3-5 are based on
numerous surveys conducted in association with the campus master plan over a period of more
than 10 years, in addition to database material and information collected for the Camarillo
regional park, which is now the potential future conveyance area. No facilities projects, other
than the potential future conveyance of the land, are currently proposed or designed for the
conveyance area. As previously indicated some improvements are reasonably foreseeable, and
at the time any specific project is proposed, in accordance with Mitigation Measures 09-BIO-3(ab) would be implemented. These measures require floristic spring surveys in native scrub and
grassland habitats with avoidance of any listed endangered, threatened, or rare species such
that no construction would occur within 200 feet of any rare species population. Therefore, no
adverse effects to listed plant species are expected to occur.
Response 1E
The commenter reiterates concern regarding federally listed plant species and recommends
avoidance. The commenter recommends working with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
determine whether consultation under Section 7 is warranted and encourages compliance with
the Act through consultation or preparation of a habitat conservation plan and issuance of an
incidental take permit. The proposed project will involve coordination and permitting with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for effects related to the bridges, wetlands and potentially for the
sewer line at some later date. Adverse effects under CEQA have been mitigated to a level that
is less than significant through implementation of mitigation measures identified in the
Biological Resource Section of the EIR. Please see additional discussions pertaining to federally
listed species above under responses 1A through 1D.

California State University Channel Islands
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Letter 2
COMMENTER:

Department of Toxic Substances Control, Ken Chiang, Senior Hazardous
Substances Scientist

DATE:

January 9, 2009

Response 2A
The commenter states the project consists of improvements, modification of existing mitigation
measures, and a potential future land conveyance. The commenter accurately summarizes the
main project components.
Response 2B
The commenter states the site has been used for agricultural purposes and that pesticides and
fertilizers are likely to be present and recommends these substances be investigated and
possibly mitigated in accordance with the “Interim Guidance for Sampling Agricultural Soils (Third
Revision), dated August 2008.”
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) normally oversees projects
involving K-12 educational facilities rather than university level facilities. Page 4.6-5 of
the facilities projects SDEIR states previous agricultural use of the new access road area
could have accumulated pesticides in the soil and development in this area could result
in the exposure of persons to agricultural contaminants. Mitigation measure 09-HAZ-1
is included that requires soils sampling prior to soil disturbance to determine whether
contaminants are present. If contaminants are present in concentrations exceeding
regulatory action levels a health risk assessment and/or remediation of the affected soils
may be required in accordance with federal, state and local regulations. Remediation
could include onsite sequestration or offsite disposal in accordance with mitigation
measure 09-HAZ-1.
Response 2C
The commenter states if demolition of old structures is to occur on site, lead based paint and
organochlorine pesticides may be potential environmental concerns and should be investigated
and possibly mitigated in accordance with the Department of Toxic Substances Control’s
(DTSC) “Interim Guidance, Evaluation of School Sites with Potential Soil Contamination as a Result of
Lead From Lead-Based Paint, Organochlorine Pesticides from Termiticides, and Polychlorinated
Biphenyls from Electrical Transformers, dated June 9, 2006.”
The DTSC normally oversees projects involving K-12 educational facilities rather than
university level facilities. The proposed facilities projects do not propose demolition of
structures at this time. Demolition of structures in the potential future conveyance area
could occur in the foreseeable future and the demolition would occur in accordance with
state and local standards. Though the university is not required to seek oversight by the
DTSC, their recommendations will be considered if and when any projects are proposed
California State University Channel Islands
8-14

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 8.0 Addenda and Errata/Comments and Responses

within the open space conveyance area.
Response 2D
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) normally oversees projects involving K-12
educational facilities rather than university level facilities. The commenter states that CSUCI
may participate in the DTSC’s School Property Evaluation and Cleanup Program and further
notes that if CSUCI elects to conduct an environmental assessment of the site, CSUCI could
enter into a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement with the DTSC.
Mitigation Measure 09-HAZ-1 requires on-site sequestration or off-site disposal such that
hazards are reduced to below regulatory action levels for school sites. The Ventura County
Environmental Health Division was named as the agency that would be responsible for
oversight of cleanup activities if they are necessary; however, the DTSC will also be considered
in the event that contamination is present and remediation is necessary.
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VENTURA COUNTY
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT
Memorandum

TO:

Kari Finley/Dawnyelle Addison, Planning

DATE: February 3, 2009

FROM:

Alicia Stratton

SUBJECT:

Request for Review of Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the California State University Channel Islands 2009 Facilities
Projects, Trustees of California State University (Reference No. 08-048-1)

Air Pollution Control District staff has reviewed the subject draft supplemental
environmental impact report (DSEIR), which is a proposal for physical improvements,
modifications to existing mitigation measures, and a land conveyance to the California
State University Channel Islands (CSUCI) campus. The improvements were previously
envisioned under the master plan, however the current design are more detailed than
those previously analyzed, and additional background studies have been conducted. The
primary tasks proposed are design details for the roadway access, accompanying bridges
and parking; final flood control design; modification of mitigation conditions from prior
Certified EIRs to enable structures and lighting supportive of athletic facilities within the
153-acre site; acceptance of conveyance from the County of Ventura of 370 acres
adjacent to the north side of the existing campus property; and upgrade of an electrical
power substation near the existing cogeneration facility as necessary to handle the
campus’ increasing electrical demand. The project site is the eastern edge of the Oxnard
Plain and the western flank of the Santa Monica Mountains, 1.5 miles south of the City of
Camarillo.
Section 4.2 and Appendix B of the DSEIR addresses air quality issues. We concur with
the findings of the discussion in Section 4.2.2, Impact Analysis and Mitigation Measures,
that significant air quality impacts will not result from implementation of the facilities
projects. The mitigation measure described for 09-Impact AQ-1 on Page 4.2-6 will
address potential short-term air quality impacts from the grading phase of the project.
Operational impacts are expected to be less than significant, based on the open space
conveyance trip generation of 14 average daily trips and the fact that the type and
intensity of use would remain essentially unchanged. No further mitigation is needed.
If you have any questions, please call me at (805) 645-1426.
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PUBLIC WORKS AGENCY
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
Traffic, Advance Planning & Permits Division
MEMORANDUM

DATE:

February 3, 2009

TO:

PWA – Planning Division
Attention: Kari Finley

FROM:

Nazir Lalani, Deputy Director

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF DOCUMENT 08-048 California State University Channel Islands
(CSUCI) 2009 Facilities Projects.
Notice of Availability (NOA) of a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
(SEIR). Project is located at the existing CSUCI campus, 1.5 miles south of the City of
Camarillo.
Project Applicant: California State University, Channel Islands (VTA Co.)
Lead Agency:
Trustees of the California State University
Pursuant to your request, the Public Works Agency -- Transportation Department has completed the
review for the subject NOA of a Draft SEIR for the CSUCI 2009 Facilities Projects. The proposed
project consists of several physical improvements, modifications to existing mitigation measures,
and a land conveyance to the CSUCI campus. The improvements were previously envisioned under
the Master Plan; however, the current designs are more detailed than those that were previously
analyzed, and additional background studies have been conducted. The proposed project
encompasses the following primary tasks:
1. Proposed design details for the roadway access, accompanying bridges, and parking,
including the following specific potential facility development features in the New Access
Road Area: installation of a sanitary sewer line crossing Long Grade Creek, elevated road
and parking light fixtures, decrease in planned tree coverage in parking lots (“orchard style
plantings”), lighted site monument sign and message board, change in flood protection for
the access road from 100 years to 25 years, burial of Southern California Edison (SCE) and
Verizon lines, cultural resource mitigation, and substitution of bike lanes on the roadway for
separated Class I bike path.
2. Final flood control levee design including lighted bike paths on the new and old levees.

F:\transpor\LanDev\Non_County\08-048-1.doc

3. Modification of mitigation conditions from prior Certified EIRs to enable structures and
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F

lighting supportive of athletic facilities within 153-acre site and elsewhere on the campus
including: addition of sports field lighting to facilitate use of the fields after dark by the
students and the community, potential installation of bleachers at some fields, potential
installation of washroom and locker facilities in conjunction with the sports fields, and
addition of sport field lights near Potrero Road.
4. Acceptance of conveyance from the County of Ventura of about 370 acres (Camarillo
Regional Park) adjacent to the north side of the existing campus property for a multi-use
regional education and recreational area consistent with the previous intended use of the
area.
5. Upgrade of an electrical power substation near the existing cogeneration facility, as
necessary, to handle the campus’ increasing electrical demand.

F

We have these comments:
1. We generally concur with the comments in the NOP of a Supplemental EIR for those areas under
the purview of the Transportation Department. Impact T-2, page ES-13, of the Executive
Summary section provides that the proposed Facilities Project would add infrastructure and
increase in use of campus facilities. However, the proposed facilities, including Open Space
Conveyance Area, would not result in substantial increase in traffic trips beyond that identified
in the 2000 Campus Master Plan because the number of full time equivalent students is not being
changed. Therefore, impacts are Class III, Less Than Significant.
2. The proposed project (consisting of improvements, modifications to existing mitigation
measures, and a land conveyance) is subject to the terms of agreement provided in the
Memorandum of Understanding between County of Ventura, CSUCI Site Authority, and
Ventura County Flood Control District dated April 2, 2001, and as amended February 28, 2006.
If the proposed improvements, modifications, and land acquisition would result in traffic impacts
beyond what is identified in the environmental documents, the applicant will be requested to
mitigate these impacts.
3. Please provide us a copy of the Final Supplemental EIR for review when it becomes available.
Our review is limited to the impacts this project may have on the County’s Regional Road Network.
Please contact me at 654-2080 if you have questions.
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County of Ventura
Public Works Agency
Integrated Waste Management Division
MEMORANDUM

Date:

February 4, 2009

To:

Kari Finley, Senior Planner
Resource Management Agency, Planning Division

From:

Pandee Leachman, Environmental Resource Analyst
Integrated Waste Management Division

Subject:

2009 Facilities Projects - California State University Channel Islands
RMA Reference No: 08-048-1
Environmental Document Review/ Non-County Project
Notice of Preparation: Draft Supplementary Environmental Impact Report

Lead Agcy:
Contact:

California State University Channel Islands
Alan Paul

Pursuant to your request, the Integrated Waste Management Division (IWMD) has reviewed
the CEQA Notice of Preparation of a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report,
prepared by the Trustees of California State University Channel Islands (CSUCI) for select
facilities improvement projects in 2009. As Lead Agency for this project, and in accordance
with CEQA, CSUCI has prepared a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
(DSEIR) to evaluate the environmental effects associated with a proposed buildout of the
campus as envisioned under the CSUCI Campus Master Plan, originally analyzed through an
EIR in 1998, and by Supplemental EIRs in 2000 and 2004. The proposed buildout consists
of numerous physical improvements to the campus, modifications to existing mitigation
measures, and a 370 acre land conveyance to the CSUCI campus that will result in the
creation of a multi-use regional educational and recreation area. Also included in the DSEIR
I
are plans for the upgrade of an electrical power substation, new roadway access to the
campus, new bridges and parking areas, the installation of a sanitary sewer line, elevated
road and parking lot light-fixtures, a reduction in tree coverage in parking lots, new bike lanes
on existing roadways, lighted bike paths on old, and new, flood control levees, and the
potential installation of bleachers, and washroom and locker facilities at proposed athletic
fields.
The Integrated Waste Management Division’s (IWMD) comments are limited to the impacts
this project may have on the County’s permitted solid waste disposal facilities and ability
to continue to meet, and exceed, the requirements of the California Integrated Waste
Management Act – Assembly Bill 939. AB 939 mandates all cities and counties in the state to
divert, at minimum, 50% of the solid waste generated within their boundaries from local
landfills or face fines of up to $10,000 per day. To assist the IWMD in meeting the diversion
requirements of this law, two Ventura County ordinances were approved by the Board of
Supervisors. Ordinance 4308 requires businesses, and residents, to divert landfill bound solid
waste through waste prevention activities, reuse, and recycling. Ordinance 4357 requires all
8-23

construction and demolition projects to reduce their solid waste generation by recycling, or
salvaging for reuse, a minimum of 60% of the project’s construction and demolition (C&D)
debris. Pursuant to both of these Ordinances, all materials on the “Directors List of
Commercial Recyclables” must be diverted from landfill disposal by reuse, recycling, or
composting. Included on the “Directors List” are asphalt, concrete, dirt, brush, wood, rocks
and greenwaste - all components of proposed projects in the 2009 CSUCI Facilities Buildout
project.
The IWMD requests that CSUCI provide specific information in the Draft Supplementary
Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) regarding their plans to manage, and divert from local
landfills, tons of recyclable materials on the “Directors List of Commercial Recyclables” that
will be generated during this ongoing construction project. To minimize the impact of this
project, please include the following in the DSEIR:
1. A specification that all of the soil, sediment, wood-waste and vegetation
(i.e., greenwaste) generated during any phase of the proposed Facilities buildout
should be reused on-site in a manner approved by the County, or transported to a
local, permitted, greenwaste facility for recycling and reuse. Delivery of
uncontaminated soil or green waste to a local landfill as disposal tonnage is
prohibited.
2. A specification that all concrete and asphalt generated during any phase of the
proposed Facilities buildout shall be processed and reused on-site in a manner
approved by the County, or transported to an approved concrete/asphalt facility in
the County for recycling and reuse. Delivery of concrete and asphalt to a local landfill
as disposal tonnage is prohibited.
Thank you for providing the IWMD with an opportunity to comment on this important
environmental project. Please contact me at 805/658-4315 if you have any questions.
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Letter 3
COMMENTER:

County of Ventura Resource Management Agency, Kim Rodriguez,
County Planning Director

DATE:

February 5, 2009.

Response 3A
The commenter notes they have reviewed the DSEIR and gives a summation of the project. No
response is necessary.
Response 3B
The commenter quotes from the first paragraph under section 2.5.6 on page 2-18 of the DSEIR in
Section 2.0 Project Description, stating that the potential future conveyance area consists of
about 370 acres, of which 279 acres is Ventura County-owned public open space land. The
commenter requests to know where the additional land is that makes up the total of 370 acres
(91 acres) and what the uses on that land and associated environmental impacts would be.
The aforementioned paragraph of the EIR directs the reader to Figure 2-3(b), which shows a
graphic of the property. The entire acquisition property totals about 370 acres as indicated by
adding the individual parcel acreages on Figure 2-3(b). As noted previously in Supervisor
Kathy Long’s letter, the potential future conveyance property is composed of multiple parcels
owned by the County, some of which are under use restrictions of the NPS, and some of which
are part of the Camarillo Regional Park, but were purchased by the County from the Operating
Engineers. However, all of the properties are subject to various restrictions respecting the land
uses. The EIR has been clarified on this point and the following changes have been made in
response to this comment.
Figure 2-3(b) has been modified such that the entire parcel is designated as a “restricted
use area” rather than having a portion indicated as “federal encumbered property”
The language on page 2-18 of the EIR has been modified to read as follows.
Under the proposed project, the CSUCI would potentially take control of about 370
additional acres, including 279 acres of Ventura County-owned public open space land
adjacent to the north side of campus [see Figure 2-3(b)] pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 550 (e).
The uses and associated impacts of the entire 370 acre parcel are the same as analyzed
throughout the EIR. No specific projects are proposed within the potential future conveyance
area at this time; however, it is reasonably foreseeable that CSUCI would preserve portions of
the potential future conveyance area as open space and wildlife habitat and would provide
community access and education programs. Other foreseeable improvements for the potential
future conveyance area include the rehabilitation of structures, removal of unsafe structures,
and restoration of natural areas. Trailheads and parking would be developed at a future date.

California State University Channel Islands
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An initial study would be required for any potential impacts stemming from planned
improvements for the potential future conveyance area.
Response 3C
The commenter asserts that when the land conveyance of the open space conveyance area is
finalized, improvements or development will require additional environmental evaluation prior
to implementation. The commenter is concerned with the potential effects on scenic, biological,
and cultural resources.
At this time there are no specific development proposals for the property. It is reasonably
foreseeable that improvements such as trails, restrooms, ADA access, a small greenhouse, and
washroom facilities as discussed in Section 2.0 Project Description, of the EIR on pages 2-17 and
2-21 could occur in the future to maintain and enhance public access, while increasing the
educational opportunities for CSUCI students. If and when any additional improvements to
the potential future conveyance property are proposed, the plans or proposals would be
evaluated in light of what was analyzed in the 2009 facilities projects EIR. An initial study
would be prepared for any project and if there is potential for adverse effects beyond those
mitigated in the 2009 Facilities Projects SEIR, additional environmental review in accordance
with CEQA would occur. However, at this time, only the potential future conveyance of the
property is proposed.
Response 3D
The commenter states the project should require all new parking facilities to incorporate low
impact development (LID) practices such as permeable pavement to promote infiltration of
stormwater into the ground.
The proposed project would provide stormwater runoff treatment consistent with the most
recent Ventura Countywide Stormwater Quality Urban Impact Mitigation Plan (SQUIMP)
standards. While it is the commenter’s opinion LID practices are more effective in reducing
surface water contamination, the project’s design proposal of parking lot drainage to bioswales
is in accordance with SQUIMP standards and impacts under the proposed drainage design
would be less than significant. The preference is noted for consideration by decisionmakers.
Response 3E
The commenter concurs with the findings of Section 4.2.2. regarding the potential for adverse
air quality impacts. No response is necessary.
Response 3F
The commenter gives a summary of the project description and states the proposed facilities
projects including the potential future open space conveyance area would not result in a
substantial increase in traffic trips beyond what was identified in the 2000 Campus Master Plan
because the number of full time students is not being changed. The comment is noted and no
response is necessary.
California State University Channel Islands
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Response 3G
The commenter asserts that the proposed project is subject to the terms provided in the MOU
between the County of Ventura, CSUCI Site Authority, and the Ventura County Flood Control
District as amended February 28, 2006. The commenter further asserts that if the proposed
project would result in traffic impacts beyond what was identified in the environmental
documents, the University should mitigate these impacts.
The proposed facilities projects would contribute to buildout of the overall master plan as
envisioned in the 1998, 2000 and 2004 amendments to the master plan. The proposed
improvements would not increase utilization of County roadways to access the site. The project
could eventually result in development of trails that would result in an increase of about 14
average daily trips as indicated in Table 4.7-7 in Section 4.7 Transportation/Traffic. If in the future
any new uses are proposed that could contribute traffic beyond that associated with the 15,000
full time equivalent students (FTES) (A total of 11,750 FTES would be served on site, while 3,250
FTES would be served off site) and approximately 1,500 faculty and staff by the year 2025,
additional analysis and environmental review would be initiated. At that time, if new
significant traffic impacts were identified, mitigation measures would be required.
Response 3H
The commenter requests a copy of the Final SEIR for review when it becomes available. Copies
of the FSEIR will be made available to the County of Ventura staff when the document is
available.
Response 3I
The commenter gives a summary of the project description, and summarizes state and local
requirements on waste diversion. The commenter requests specific plans to manage and divert
from local landfills a range of commercial recyclable materials.
The University 1998 CSUCI Campus Master Plan Program EIR contains mitigation measures to
reduce solid waste and sources of solid waste. The CSU system, including CSU Channel
Islands, complies with systemwide AB 939 performance standards, which require recycling of
construction material. As a state agency the University is not directly subject to County
Ordinances. However, through its own practices, the intent of County waste reduction
ordinances are being met through CSU systemwide procedures.
Response 3J
The commenter reiterates a portion of the discussion under the second paragraph of the impact
discussion for Impact 09-BIO-1 and opines that there is potential for the species to be present
onsite because there is Venturan coastal sage scrub habitat present onsite. However, it is
emphasized that the discussion on page 4.3-28 concludes no impact is likely because the
California gnatcatcher has never been observed in this portion of the Santa Monica Mountains.
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Moreover, the letter from the Department of the Interior USFWS concurs with this
determination. Please see Letter 1 and response 1B.
Response 3K
The commenter notes that mitigation measure BIO-1(a) requires a survey to locate special status
wildlife species prior to any construction or grading activity at the time specific facilities are
proposed. The commenter notes the requirement to locate special-status wildlife species within
100 feet of the outer extent of projected soils disturbance and the locations should be clearly
marked and identified on the construction drawings and suggests modifying the mitigation
measure to require relocation to outside the construction area by a biological monitor with
appropriate permits. The mitigation measure BIO-1(a) will be modified as follows in response
to this comment.
09-BIO-1(a)

Special-status wildlife species surveys shall be conducted within the
Open Space Conveyance Area to determine the presence/absence of
any endangered, threatened, or otherwise sensitive wildlife species
at such time that specific facilities are proposed. Should the survey
results conclude the presence of endangered or threatened species,
consultation with USFWS or the CDFG will be required to
determine whether or not an incidental take permit may be
necessary. Also, prior to the commencement of any subsequent
grading operations or other activities involving disturbance of
natural habitat, a survey would be conducted to locate specialstatus wildlife species within 100 feet of the outer extent of projected
soil disturbance activities, and any special status wildlife species
encountered shall be relocated to suitable habitat outside of the
fenced construction area by a qualified biologist in accordance with
appropriate permits. the locations should be clearly marked and
identified on the construction/grading plans. A biological monitor
will also be present at the initiation of vegetation clearing to provide
an education program to the construction operators regarding the
efforts needed to protect special-status wildlife species. Fencing or
flagging would be installed around the limits of grading prior to the
initiation of vegetation clearing.

Response 3L
The commenter asserts that Mitigation Measure 09-BIO-1(b) only asserts that appropriate
incidental take permits be obtained and requests clarification on whether any actions by USFWS
would mitigate the impacts to listed species to a level of insignificance. Mitigation measure 09BIO-1(a) would reduce potential impacts to listed species through the consultation process
and/or the preparation of a habitat conservation plan.
The paragraph following mitigation measure 09-BIO-1(a) has been modified to explain that the
acquisition of a take permit requires that compensatory mitigation (typically in the form of
habitat acquisition and/or restoration) be performed. The modified paragraph follows.
California State University Channel Islands
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As discussed above, iIncidental take for endangered or threatened wildlife species, such as least
Bell’s vireo, would be via either the Section 7 consultation process or through the preparation of
a Section 10(a) Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). Measure 09-BIO-1(b) provides a performance
standard for the purpose of CEQA so that CSUCI is assured that the overall set of mitigation
measures will achieve federal standards for species protection and habitat protection. To
determine whether or not impacts can be sufficiently mitigated or whether the project would
result in an unavoidable adverse significant impact to species listed under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), the regulatory framework of the ESA needs to be considered. Acquisition of
a take permit requires that the impact be avoided to the extent practicable, that the impact be
minimized, or that compensatory mitigation (typically in the form of habitat acquisition and/or
restoration) be performed. This establishes performance criteria whereby in the regulatory
opinion of the authorizing agency, the impacts to the listed species is reduced such that a
finding of “no jeopardy” can be made. The criteria established under this act provides a basis
for determining whether or not a significant impact is fully mitigated, and compliance with this
regulatory process sufficiently to obtain an incidental take permit indicates that impacts have
been reduced to a level of less than significant.
Mitigation measure 09-BIO-1(c) would further reduce the potential for adverse effects from
lighting and noise on special status wildlife. Additionally, as discussed under Response 1B,
Mitigation Measure 09-BIO-1(b) has been expanded and clarified to specifically include least
Bell’s vireo. Adverse effects to listed plant species would be mitigated through implementation
of surveys and avoidance per mitigation measures 09-BIO-3(a-b). The combination of these
mitigation measures would reduce the potential for adverse effects to listed wildlife species to a
level that is less than significant. Please see additional discussions regarding federally listed
species under the responses to Letter 1.
Response 3M
The commenter opines that this EIR should apply mitigation for as-yet unknown impacts
associated with potential future development of the conveyance property. Impact statement 09BIO-4 discusses the potential for adverse effects to Venturan coastal sage scrub habitat,
indicating that at the time any specific projects are proposed, additional investigation with
respect to adverse effects to Venturan coastal sage scrub habitat be analyzed and mitigated if
necessary. At this time there is no footprint to analyze. The potential future conveyance area is
370 acres and there is no specific location or plans for any potential improvements. In
accordance with CEQA, this EIR analyzes reasonably foreseeable effects, with a degree of
forecasting and specificity appropriate for the scale of individual components (Sections 15144
and 15146 of the CEQA Guidelines) such as the roadway construction project vs. eventual
improvement on the potential future conveyance area. This EIR tiers off of previous EIRs for the
master plan and future environmental documents will tier off of the analysis in this
environmental document. No adverse effects to Venturan coastal sage scrub would occur as a
result of the direct physical improvements associated with the 2009 facilities projects. Future
projects within the potential future conveyance area would need to be evaluated once there is a
specific proposal.

California State University Channel Islands
8-32

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 8.0 Addenda and Errata/Comments and Responses

Response 3N
The commenter requests that mitigation measure 09-BIO-1(c) be modified to include natural
open spaces and not just near habitat utilized by special-status wildlife species. Mitigation
measure 09-BIO-1(c) in addition to mitigation measure 09-AES-2(a) for bicycle path light
standards, 09-AES-2(d) for Dark Skies standards, and mitigation measure S-AES-3(a), which
requires downward directed light pools and non-glare lighting also would be incorporated into
the overall lighting design for the campus. These mitigation measures in combination with the
Biological Resources Mitigation Measure 09-BIO-1(c) would reduce the potential for adverse
effects to a level that is less than significant. No changes to the EIR are necessary.
Response 3O
The commenter suggests the project applicants meet with the Ventura County Watershed
Protection District (District) as soon as possible to discuss the potential impacts to Long Grade
Creek. The commenter states no long-term changes in hydrologic conditions in the creek will
be approved by the District and short term impacts and engineering design for the sewer line
shall be reviewed by the District.
The work adjacent to Long Grade Canyon Creek constructing a new northern levee would
result in a greater water storage area during larger flood events as discussed in Section 4.5
Hydrology and Water Quality under 09-Impact-HYD-2. This would result in the creation of about
10 acres of wetlands between the existing channel and the proposed new earthen levee, which is
a beneficial biological and hydrological impact. The proposed facilities projects will also
include a sewer line crossing to connect future restroom facilities with the main campus, as well
as two pedestrian bridge crossings and two vehicular bridge crossings as described in Section
2.0 Project Description. These projects are all part of the master plan, but would be constructed
separately in accordance with design development and funding.
As discussed in Section 2.0 Project Description, Phase I of the roadway improvements would
consist of one vehicular bridge crossing and one pedestrian bridge crossing. Phase II of the
roadway would involve a second pedestrian bridge and vehicular bridge. The sewer line
crossing would be constructed in association with development of the restroom facilities for
athletic fields. Funding and design development for these improvements is not currently
available. CSUCI planning staff will meet with agencies having regulatory jurisdiction over
each of the project components, including the Ventura County Watershed Protection District as
part of the design and permitting process.
Response 3P
The commenter states it is unclear which old and new levees are being affected by the lighted
bike paths. The commenter suggests meeting with the District’s Operations and Maintenance
Division, as well as the Planning and Regulatory Division to explore designs and impact
minimization measures for this feature. Mitigation Measure 09-T-3(b) states the Ventura
County Watershed Protection District would be consulted during the design phase of the
project to ensure the design does not affect the function or maintenance of the levee.

California State University Channel Islands
8-33

Office of

Agricultural Commissioner
Henry S. Gonzales

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

Chief Deputy
Susan Johnson

P.O. Box 889, Santa Paula, CA 93061
815 East Santa Barbara Street
Telephone: (805) 933-2926 Ext. 228
FAX: (805) 525-8922

Letter 4

January 12, 2009

Alan Paul, Associate Architect
California State University Channel Island
Operations, Planning and Constructin
One University Drive, Arroyo Hall
Camarillo, CA 93012
Subject: Notice of Availability of a Draft Supplemental EIR for California State University
Channel Islands 2009 Facilities Projects (SCH # 1999121111)
Dear Mr. Paul:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the sufficiency of the Draft SEIR referenced
above.
Project Description: Design details for roadway access, bridges and parking, flood control
levee design including lighted bike paths, and modification of prior mitigation measures to allow
sports field lighting near Potrero Road and other facilities.

A

Location: The CSUCI campus is located in the unincorporated area of Ventura County
northeast of the intersection of Lewis Road and Potrero Road with primary access at University
Drive off Lewis Road.
Comments: The Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner’s staff comments on the following
topics: Agricultural Soils and Land Use Incompatibility, which includes agricultural water
quantity and quality, dust control, solar access, and the potential introduction of pests and
diseases.
The Draft SEIR did not identify new or additional impacts to agricultural resources related to the
enhanced design information. Prior EIRs for the Campus Master Plan and supplemental
information have sufficiently described the impacts to agricultural resources within the master
plan area and adjacent properties.
The proposed modifications of the mitigation measures from prior EIRs include additional
lighting for sports fields as well as some bleachers, washrooms and locker facilities, which do
not create new significant impacts to adjacent off-site agricultural land. However, under the
Ventura County Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee Agricultural/Urban Buffer Policy adopted
by the committee in 2006, projects for newly created recreation areas next to farmland are now
recommended to include a 300 foot setback (or 150 feet with vegetative barrier) between the
recreation use area and off-site farm properties. These standards will be included in the
Ventura County Initial Study Assessment Guidelines for CEQA evaluations in 2009. The
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Alan Paul [NOA CSUCI]
January 12, 2009
Page 2

proposed revisions do not include the creation of new recreations areas; therefore, no new
impacts are associated with these revisions.

This letter has been reviewed by Susan Johnson, Ventura County Chief Deputy Agricultural
Commissioner.
If you have any questions about the content of this communication, please contact me at the
telephone number or email address below.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Rita Graham
Agricultural Land Use Planner
(805) 933-2926 Ext. 228
rita.graham@ventura.org
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Letter 4
COMMENTER:

County of Ventura Office of Agricultural Commissioner, Rita Graham,
Agricultural Land Use Planner

DATE:

January 12, 2009

Response 4A
The commenter describes the proposed facilities projects and plan area location. No response is
necessary.
Response 4B
The commenter states under the Ventura County Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee
(APAC) Agricultural/Urban Buffer Policy, projects for newly created recreation areas next to
farmland are recommended to include a 300 foot setback (or 150 feet with vegetative barrier)
between the recreation use area and off-site farm properties. The commenter closes by
acknowledging that the proposed revisions do not include the creation of new recreational
areas and thus no new impacts would arise. No response is necessary.
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Letter 5
COMMENTER:

DATE:

Board of Supervisors, County of Ventura, Kathy Long, Supervisor, Third
District

February 2, 2009

Response 5
The commenter states the County Parks Department and CSUCI have worked towards the
conveyance of the property in concert with the National Parks Service (NPS) and the California
Department of Parks and Recreation (CDPR). The commenter further states that NPS provided
the County with the last of their approvals necessary for the potential future conveyance on
January 28, 2009. The commenter states that the property consists of several parcels with
various restrictions respecting the land uses and that all of the parcels including those from
NPS, the CDPR and those purchased by the County from the Operating Engineers have been
conditioned through the deeds of conveyance to be used for the purposes of a public park. The
commenter closes by indicating that the potential future conveyance would be in the public
interest and would lead to a beneficial expansion of public-park recreational activities and the
protection of native habitat areas on the property. The comment is noted for the record, but no
response regarding the EIR is necessary.

California State University Channel Islands
8-38

Letter 6

A

8-39

A

B

C

D

E

F

8-40

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 8.0 Addenda and Errata/Comments and Responses

Letter 6
COMMENTER:

Camrosa Water District, Joe Willingham, Planning and Data Systems
Manager

DATE:

February 2, 2009

Response 6A
The commenter notes Camrosa Pond #1 is wholly within the site boundary of the potential
future open space conveyance area and that Camrosa holds an easement for Pond #1 which is
the primary pond for storage of Title-22 treated effluent from the Camrosa Water Reclamation
Facility (CWRF) and Pond #1 has existing users and active piping facilities. The commenter
states that Camrosa requires continued access to Pond #1 to maintain existing operations.
These comments are recorded for consideration and existing access easements within the
conveyance area will remain unchanged with transfer of the conveyance area.
Response 6B
The commenter states the potential future conveyance area is outside the jurisdictional
boundaries of the Camrosa Water District and water and sewer service is not available to serve
this area. These comments are recorded for consideration. Site suitability for water and septic
will be evaluated prior to development of any washroom facilities within the potential future
open space conveyance area.
Response 6C
The commenter would like to know where the location of the discharge point of the sump
pump show in Figure 2-3(a) will be located because depending on the height and location of the
discharge point flooding could occur at the Camrosa Water Reclamation Facility. The
preliminary development plans do not as of yet show the precise location of the sump
discharge; however, as discussed on page 4.5-2 of the SDEIR it is envisioned that the sump will
discharge to the proposed 10-acre wetland creation area proposed between the existing
northern levee along Long Grade Canyon Creek and the proposed new levee (also see Figure 23a in Section 2.0 Project Description). It is also emphasized that the levee along the south side of
Long Grade Canyon Creek will be taller than the levees along the north side of Long Grade
Canyon Creek such that overflows will be conveyed to the north.
Response 6D
The commenter asserts that the quality of the water within Calleguas Creek is highly variable
rather than “relatively poor”, depending on the time of year, since the water comes not only
from agricultural runoff, but also as effluent from the Hill Canyon Wastewater Treatment Plant,
effluent from the Camarillo Wastewater Treatment Plant, and urban runoff. These comments
are noted; however, the characterization of the water quality as relatively poor within Calleguas
Creek was made specifically in reference to steelhead trout habitat and was also attributed to

California State University Channel Islands
8-41

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Section 8.0 Addenda and Errata/Comments and Responses

the presence of ruderal or non-native species; therefore no change will be made to this text
within the EIR.
Response 6E
The commenter states if the flood channel were breached by extra flow created by the proposed
levee, the area of the Camrosa Water Reclamation Facility would be vulnerable to flooding. The
proposed levee will be constructed upland of the existing northern levee and would serve to
increase the retention capacity of the existing channel through the creation of an additional 10
acres of wetlands as discussed in Section 4.5 Hydrology and Water Quality under 09-Impact Hyd2. The new northern levee will be lower than the southern levee that protects the Camrosa
Water Reclamation Facility. The proposed modifications were designed such that other
facilities, including the south campus area as well as the Camrosa Water Reclamation Facility
would not be exposed to an increase in flooding potential. Please see additional discussion
under response 6C.
Response 6F
The commenter states the construction of roads and levees may alter the flood area and if such
alterations result in higher flood elevations in the vicinity of a manhole, manholes would be
required to be raised to elevations above the anticipated flood depth. It should be noted that
the flood elevations on site are different than the flood elevations on record already and that
existing Camrosa infrastructure may already be subject to flooding during a 100-year storm
pursuant to updated Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) modeling (personal
communication, AECOM, Feburary 2009). The University would work with Camrosa Water
Reclamation Facility to ensure that project activities do not adversely affect the pipelines and
manholes within New Access Roadway Area [see Figure 2-3(a) previously called the 153-acre
acquisition area in former EIRs] in conformance with existing easements and agreements.
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Letter 7
COMMENTER:
DATE:

Charles S. Parra, Ventureño Chumash

January 14, 2009

Response 7
The commenter agrees with the mitigation measures recommended to mitigate the potential
affects of the facilities projects to cultural resources in the project area. No response is
necessary.

California State University Channel Islands
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APPENDIX A:
SCOPING COMMENTS NOP COMMENTS AND INITIAL STUDY
This Appendix A includes a summary of comments received during the scoping meeting,
comments on proposed Facilities Projects that were received during the public review period,
and the initial study that was prepared in concert with the EIR to address physical
environmental impacts pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Two public scoping meetings were held for the proposed project. The first was held in the
evening on October 29, 2008 and the second was held during the school day on November 12,
2008. Seven people attended the October 29th meeting while eight people attended the
November 12th meeting. Below is a summary of the comments expressed during each meeting.
October 29th, 2008 Scoping Meeting Comments
x
x
x
x

Global Climate Change
Flood protection to the athletic structures
Dark Skies relative to Navy operations
Downstream water quality for Mugu Lagoon

November 19th, 2008 Scoping Meeting Comments
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Additional noise for University Glen from the electrical substation
Use of lawn and landscaping because of water use, suggested artificial turf
Treatment of runoff water from roads and parking lots
Consider permeable paving to reduce runoff
Address use of open space and sensitive species in newly acquired land and entry road
site
Potential traffic increase the new road would cause
Safety for bike lanes with respect to lighting
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INITIAL STUDY
Project Title:

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR

Lead Agency:

The Trustees of the California State University
400 Golden Shore
Long Beach, California 90802-4275

Contact Person:

Alan Paul, Associate Architect
Operations, Planning and Construction
California State University Channel Islands
One University Drive
Arroyo Hall (57 Ventura Street)
Camarillo, California 93012

Project Location:

The project site is located 1.5 miles south of the City of Camarillo,
northeasterly of the intersection of Lewis and Potrero Roads at the former
California State Developmental Hospital. Figure 1 shows the project’s
regional location within Ventura County. Figure 2 shows the project
vicinity.

Project Sponsor’s Name and Address:

The Trustees of the California State University
400 Golden Shore
Long Beach, California 90802-4275
Locally represented by:
Alan Paul, Associate Architect
Operations, Planning and Construction
California State University Channel Islands
One University Drive
Arroyo Hall (57 Ventura Street)
Camarillo, California 93012

General Plan Designation:

State or Federal Facility and Open Space (Ventura County)

Zoning: O-S-160Ac (Open Space, 160-acre minimum parcel)
Surrounding Land Uses: North of the site is Camarillo Regional Park and Calleguas Creek.
East of the site is natural, steep mountainous terrain. Areas to the southeast, south, and west
are in agricultural use. The Camrosa Water District Wastewater Treatment Facility is located
north of the southwestern end of the project site and generally west of the main campus.
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DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:
For CEQA analysis purposes, the project consists of details and modifications to planned
improvements, modifications to existing mitigation measures, and a land conveyance for the
Calilfornia State University Channel Islands (CSUCI) campus. All of the improvements were
previously envisioned under the 2004 Campus Master Plan and earlier plans. The current
designs are more detailed than those analyzed previously, and additional background studies
have been conducted. The proposed project encompasses the following primary tasks.
1. Proposed design details for the roadway access, accompanying bridges and parking,
including the following specific potential facility features in the 153-acre New Access
Road area:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Installation of a sanitary sewer line crossing Long Grade Creek
Elevated road and parking light fixtures
Decrease in tree coverage in parking lots (“orchard style plantings”)
Lighted site monument sign and message board
Change in road to 25 year rather than 100 year flood protection
Burial of SCE and Verizon lines
Adoption of a cultural resource mitigation program
Substitution of bike lanes on the roadway for separated class I bike path

The proposed facilities improvements include two phases. The first phase includes one
primary vehicular access road with a vehicular bridge crossing and one pedestrian
bridge crossing. The second phase of facilities improvements includes a secondary
vehicular access road with bridge crossing and a second pedestrian bridge crossing.
As considered in the 2004 Master Plan Update, parking would be developed to serve the
new athletic fields and the campus core. Two parking lots are proposed within the plan
area. The west parking lot would accommodate up to 2,250 parking spaces, while the
east lot would accommodate 1,892 parking spaces.
2. Final flood control levee design; including:
x

Lighted bike paths on the new and old levees

A new flood control levee would be constructed within the upland area north of Long
Grade Canyon Creek. The levee would be designed to accommodate a lighted Class 1
bike path.
3. Modification of mitigation conditions from prior Certified EIRs to enable structures and
lighting supportive of athletic facilities within site New Access Road area and elsewhere
on the campus; including:
x
x
x

Addition of sports field lighting to facilitate use of the fields after dark by the students and the
community
Potential installation of bleachers at some fields
Potential installation of washroom and locker facilities in conjunction with the sports fields
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x

Addition of sport field lights near Potrero Road

4. Acquisition of 370 acres adjacent to the north side of campus (referred to hereafter as the
“Open Space Conveyance” area). CSUCI proposes to preserve and improve the site into
a multi-use regional educational and recreation area, consistent with the previous
intended use of the site. General program development components under
consideration include a Native Habitat Program, Trailhead and Hiking Trails, and Open
Space.
5. Potential upgrade of an electrical power substation near the existing cogeneration
facility to handle the campus’ increasing electrical demand;
These changes will comprise the focus of analysis of the 2009 Supplemental EIR.
PUBLIC AGENCIES WHOSE APPROVAL MAY BE REQUIRED:
U.S Army Corps of Engineers (possible future CWA Section 404 permit), Regional Water Quality
Control Board (possible future CWA Section 401 certification), California Department of Fish
and Game, and the Ventura County Watershed Protection District.
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving
at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant” or “Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation
Incorporated” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.
_ Aesthetics

_ Hazards & Hazardous Materials

 Public Services

 Agricultural Resources

_ Hydrology & Water Quality

 Recreation

_ Air Quality

 Land Use and Planning

_ Transportation/Traffic

_ Biological Resources

 Energy and Mineral Resources

 Utilities/Service Systems

_ Cultural Resources

 Noise

 Geology/Soils

 Population and Housing

_ Mandatory Findings of
Significance
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DETERMINATION
On the basis of this initial evaluation:
 I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment,
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.
 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described
on an attached sheet have been added to the project. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.
_ I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.
 I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect(s) on the environment, but at
least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the
earlier analysis as described on attached sheets, if the effect is a “potentially significant
impact” or “potentially significant unless mitigated.” An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.
 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there WILL NOT be a significant effect in this case because all potential significant effects
(a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR pursuant to applicable standards and
(b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project.

Signature

December 22, 2008
Date

Alan Paul

California State University

Printed Name

For
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST:

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.1 AESTHETICS - Would the project:
a)
b)

c)

d)

Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic
vista?
Substantially damage scenic resources,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a
state scenic highway?
Substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of the site and its
surroundings?
Create a new source of substantial light or
glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

x
x
x
x

a-d. As noted in the 2004 Master Plan Amendment SEIR, Lewis and Potrero Roads are both
eligible to be designated as Ventura County Scenic Highways. The Lewis Road and
Potrero Road viewsheds are dominated by cultivated fields in the foreground with
Round Mountain and the Santa Monica Mountains visually prominent in the
background. Construction of the proposed athletic field improvements, particularly
lighting may be visible to both view corridors and could result in potentially
significant impacts. Impacts would be potentially significant and will be analyzed
further in an EIR.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.2 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES Would the project:
a)

b)
c)

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland,
Farmland of Statewide Importance, as shown
on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of
the California Resources Agency to nonagricultural use?
Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural
use, or a Williamson Act contract?
Involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland
to non-agricultural use?

x

x
x

a-c. The proposed developments would take place in non-active agricultural areas. The
2004 Campus Master Plan Amendment SEIR addressed the loss of agricultural lands
and adopted a statement of overriding considerations. Therefore, development in
areas that were previously agricultural areas would not result in significant impacts.
The proposed uses within the 370-acre open space conveyance area are proposed to
remain the same as currently exist, particularly with respect to the Camarillo Regional
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Park area, comprising 279 acres. This portion of the property will remain available for
use as public open space as a condition of the transfer. The general program
development components under consideration, including a native habitat program,
trailhead and hiking trails, and open space are consistent with existing uses and would
not contribute to loss of farmland. The open space conveyance area is not within an
agricultural preserve and not under Williamson Act contract. Mitigation identified in
the 2004 Campus Master Plan SEIR would be applicable to the proposed
developments. Therefore, impacts to agricultural resources would be less than
significant.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.3 AIR QUALITY - Would the project:
a)
b)

c)

d)
e)

Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan?
Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air
quality violation?
Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the
project region is in non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient air quality
standard (including releasing emissions which
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?
Expose sensitive receptors to substantial
pollutant concentrations?
Create objectionable odors affecting a
substantial number of people?

x
x

x

x
x

ab. The proposed project involves development of infrastructure and campus facilities, and
contributes to fulfilling the vision for development of the campus, consistent with the
CSUCI Master Plan. The proposed project would not generate any population growth
and would not contribute to operational air quality impact. The proposed project
would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the Ventura County Air
Pollution Control District Air Quality Management Plan.
b-c. The proposed projects would result in construction air quality impacts. Construction
emissions would be generated during the grading/import of up to 250,000 cubic yards
of soil, for construction of the roadway and levee. This phase of construction has the
potential to generate particulate matter and diesel emissions in a region that
sometimes has levels exceeding allowable levels, particularly for ozone and particulate
matter. Though construction effects are typically considered less than significant
within Ventura County due to their temporary nature, the potential for adverse effects
will be further explored and discussed. Mitigation may be incorporated to reduce
adverse effects through watering and construction timing if feasible. Therefore,
impacts are potentially significant unless mitigation is incorporated and further
analysis is in an EIR will follow.
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Additionally, the project has the potential to contribute to global climate change. An
increase in the generation and emission of greenhouse gases (GHGs) is not itself an
adverse environmental effect. Rather, it is the increased accumulation of GHGs in the
atmosphere that may result in global climate change that causes adverse
environmental effects. Though the project will not generate additional students or
have operational air quality impacts, this cumulative issue will be further explored
and discussed in the EIR.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES –
Would the project:
a)

Have a substantial adverse effect on any
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or
special status species in local or regional
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans,
policies, regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service?
Have a substantial effect on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to,
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or x
other means?
Interfere substantially with the movement of
any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use
of native wildlife nursery sites?
Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?
Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

x

x

x

x

x
x

a-d. The proposed developments would occur on undeveloped areas including over or
adjacent to sensitive resources such as creeks or wetlands. The extent of the impacts is
unknown at this point and further analysis is needed. A biological resource study shall be
completed to access the projects impacts related to biological resources. Impacts are
potentially significant and further analysis in an EIR is required.
e.

The proposed Master Plan amendment would be consistent with the Ventura County
General Plan, but as a designated State and Federal Facility, the project site is not legally
subject to local planning or land use policies. If it were subject to local land use
regulatory structure, the CSUCI campus and its facilities would comply with this
County designation. The proposed facilities projects would not remove trees, but would
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rather involve planting of additional trees for roadway landscaping, wetland
enhancements, visual screening of athletic fields and parking lots. Further discussion of
this issue in the EIR is not warranted.
f.

The proposed developments would not have an effect on any areas subject to an
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. Acquisition of the open
space conveyance area to the north of the current campus boundaries would be
preserved as open space and any future improvements such as trails, would be in
compliance with all applicable laws and regulations pertaining to natural conservation
plans. Impacts are less than significant and further discussion of this issue in the EIR
is not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES - Would the
project:
a)

b)

c)

d)

Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource as defined
in §15064.5?
Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource as
defined in §15064.5?
Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature?
Disturb any human remains, including those
interred outside of formal cemeteries?

a,b,d.

x
x
x
x

Sensitive archaeological resources are contained in the vicinity of proposed
improvements. Impacts are potentially significant and further analysis in an EIR is
required.

c. Paleontological resources are not considered within this study because the rock
formations within the campus area are volcanic and are not known to contain fossils.
Moreover, Quaternary alluvial sediments found in this area are generally too young to
contain fossils. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.6 GEOLOGY AND SOILS – Would the
project:
a)

Expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk
of loss, injury, or death involving:
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

ISSUES:

i)

c)

d)

e)

Less than
Significant
Impact

Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent AlquistPriolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map
issued by the State Geologist for the area
or based on other substantial evidence of
a known fault?

x

ii)

Strong seismic ground shaking?

x

iii)

Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?

x

No Impact

x

iv) Landslides?
b)

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?
Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is
unstable as a result of the project, and
potentially result in on- or off-site landslide,
lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or
collapse?
Be located on expansive soil, as defined in
Table 1-B of the Uniform Building Code,
creating substantial risks to life or property?
Have soils incapable of adequately supporting
the use of septic tanks or alternative waste
water disposal systems where sewers are not
available for the disposal of waste water?

x

x

x
x

a)i

Known active faults that could generate the highest ground accelerations at the site
include the Camarillo fault and the Simi-Santa Rosa fault system. The Camarillo fault
is approximately 2.5 miles from the site, and the Simi-Santa Rosa fault is
approximately 4.5 miles from the site. Both of these faults are considered active, and
the Camarillo fault is designated as an Alquist-Priolo fault zone. The 1998 FEIR
includes a detailed discussion of these faults, including potential impacts and
recommended mitigation measures. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not
warranted.

a)ii

The project site could experience seismic ground shaking in the event of an earthquake
on any of several faults in the area, including the Bailey fault, which is located
approximately 1 mile west of the project site. Risks related to seismic ground shaking
are addressed by mitigation measures GEO-1(a)-(c) included in the 1998 FEIR. Further
discussion of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.

a)iii

Unconsolidated alluvium underlies the areas of the proposed developments. The
depth to groundwater beneath portions of the site is estimated to be within 15 feet.
This combination of soil and groundwater characteristics makes the site susceptible to
a liquefaction hazard, which is addressed by mitigation measure GEO-2 included in
the 1998 FEIR. Implementation of these mitigation measures would reduce impacts to
less than significant. Therefore, further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not
warranted.
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a)iv

Mitigation measure GEO-3 from in the 1998 FEIR addresses potential landslide
hazards. However, new facilities and site plan modifications generally avoid hillside
areas and slopes greater than 10%. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not
warranted.

b-d. As noted in Section 5.5.1(j) of the 1998 FEIR, most of the existing buildings located on
the CSUCI campus are located on soils with little or no erosion hazard. New
development sites are located in areas with no erosion hazard. No further discussion
of this issue in the EIR is warranted.
e. The CSUCI campus is serviced by two gravity-flow sewage collection systems, and
wastewater generated on-site is currently treated at the adjacent Camrosa Wastewater
Treatment Facility. No septic tanks are used onsite, therefore, further discussion of
this issue in the EIR is not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.7 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS - Would the project:
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use,
or disposal of hazardous materials?
Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the
environment?
Emit hazardous emissions or handle
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within 1/4-mile of an
existing or proposed school?
Be located on a site which is included on a list
of hazardous material sites compiled pursuant
to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as
a result, would it create a significant hazard to
the public or the environment?
For a project located within an airport land use
plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or
public use airport, would the project result in a
safety hazard for people residing or working in
the project area?
For a project in the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project result in a safety hazard for
people residing or working in the area?
Impair implementation of or physically interfere
with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?
Expose people or structures to a significant
risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland
fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to
urbanized areas or where residences are
intermixed with wildlands?

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x
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a,b,c.

The proposed project would build over areas that were previously used for agricultural
purposes. Agricultural areas normally include routine use and storage of agricultural
pesticides. Development in this area has the potential to create hazards associated with
onsite conditions if onsite soils are contaminated with agricultural chemicals. The
impact is potentially significant unless mitigation is incorporated and will be further
discussed in the EIR.

d.

The project site is not known to be on a list of hazardous material sites. Further
discussion of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.

e-f.

The proposed developments do not include any areas in the vicinity of a public airport
or private airstrip. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.

g-h.

The proposed facilities projects would not interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan and would not increase the risk of fire
hazard to people or structures. Moreover, the proposed access roads would improve
emergency access to and from the campus, due to the shorter distance from Lewis Road
and provision of another avenue for travel if evacuation of the campus were necessary.
The impact is less than significant and further discussion of this issue in the EIR is
not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.8 HYDROLOGY AND WATER
QUALITY - Would the project:
a)
b)

c)

d)

Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements?
Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that there would be a net deficit
in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local
groundwater table level (e.g., the production
rate of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to
a level which would not support existing land
uses or planned uses for which permits have
been granted)?
Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern
of the site or area, including through the
alteration of the course of a stream or river, in
a manner which would result in substantial
erosion or siltation?
Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern
of the site or area, including the alteration of
the course of a stream or river, or substantially
increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in
a manner which would result in flooding on- or
off-site?

x

x

x

x
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

ISSUES:

e)

f)
g)

h)

i)

j)

Create or contribute runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of polluted
runoff?
Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?
Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard
area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard
Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or
other flood hazard delineation map?
Place within a 100-year flood hazard area
structures which would impede or redirect flood
flows?
Expose people or structures to a significant
risk of loss, injury, or death involving flooding,
including flooding as a result of the failure of a
levee or dam?
Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

a,e,f.

b.

c,d.

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

x
x
x
x
x
x

The proposed developments would replace undeveloped lands with pervious
surfaces. The development of such would result in increase stormwater flows and a
potential increase in pollutants that drain to Calleguas Creek. The proposed
developments are designed so that stormwater flows to bio-swales that filter
pollutants out of the stormwater. Additionally, wetlands are to be constructed in
concert with the Master Plan and the proposed developments to filter pollutants and
act as a retention area. The 2004 Master Plan Amendment SEIR analyzed the impacts
of stormwater pollutant increases and identified available mitigation. Mitigation
measures identified in the 2004 Master Plan Amendment SEIR would apply to the
proposed developments and impacts would be less than significant. Therefore,
further discussion of this issue in an EIR is not warranted.
The proposed developments would result in an incremental increase of water and
would replace undeveloped lands with impervious surfaces. However, the proposed
developments would not increase the number of students at the CSUCI campus
provided in the Master Plan Sports field and landscape irrigation would be conducted
with groundwater or recycled water from Camrosa; however, the potential for increased
use of groundwater to irrigate the sports fields is not anticipated to adversely affect
groundwater supplies. Moreover, the project would include about 10 additional acre
feet of water retention and storage within Long Grade Canyon Creek, allowing for
percolation to the ground. Impacts are less than significant and further discussion of
this issue in an EIR is not warranted.
The proposed construction would alter the existing drainage pattern of the respective
site. Paving of proposed surface parking areas in addition to the access road, sports
facilities, and sub-station would increase impervious surfaces on the campus and
create additional runoff. Drainage adjacent to the proposed parking lots and access
roads include Long Grade Canyon and Calleguas Creek. The 2004 Master Plan
Amendment SEIR addressed the impacts of altered drainage on the project site and
has included mitigation measures that apply to the proposed developments.
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Implementation of the mitigation measures identified in the 2004 Master Plan
Amendment SEIR would ensure impacts are less than significant. Therefore, further
discussion of this issue in an EIR is not warranted.
g.

The proposed developments does not contain a housing component, nor does it alter the
floodplains as such that it would impact housing. Impacts are less than significant and
further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.

h.

The proposed developments include a new flood control levee that would protect
against 100-year Long Grade Canyon Creek overflows. However, portions of the plan
area, including the primary access road would still be subject to flood hazards due to
sheet flow from northerly areas. These portions of the plan area would be protected
from inundation during 25 year or less events. Therefore, 100-year potential flood risks
would exist resulting in potentially significant impacts. Further analysis in an EIR is
required.

j.

The CSUCI campus is not subject to hazards related to dam failure. The campus is
located inland and is not be susceptible to risks related to seiche or tsunami. Further
analysis of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.9 LAND USE AND PLANNING - Would
the project:
a)

Physically divide an established community?

x

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan,
policy, or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction
over the project (including, but not limited to the
general plan, specific plan, local coastal program,
or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?
c) Conflict with an applicable habitat conservation
plan or natural communities conservation plan?

x

x

a. The proposed developments would add to the campus consistent with the CSUCI
Master Plan. The proposed project would not divide an established community.
Further analysis of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.
b. As a state-owned facility, the CSUCI is not subject to local land use regulations. The
CSU Board of Trustees is charged with approval and implementation of the Campus
Master Plan. The CSU Channel Islands Site Authority, guided by the Specific Reuse
Plan for the Community Development Area, has discretionary authority over land use
decisions in the Reuse area, including the proposed site for the sub-station. The
provisions for site-plan modifications by the proposed project are consistent with the
general development policies of both the Campus Master Plan and the Specific Reuse
Plan. Further analysis of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.
c. The proposed development would not have an effect on any areas subject to an
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
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approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. Acquisition of the open
space conveyance site to the north of the current project boundaries would be
preserved as open space and any recreation facilities to be developed within would be
in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations pertaining to natural
conservation plans. Impacts are less than significant and further discussion of this
issue in the EIR is not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.10 ENERGY AND MINERAL
RESOURCES - Would the project:
a)

b)

Result in the loss of availability of a known
mineral resource that would be of value to the
region and the residents of the state?
Result in the loss of availability of a locally
important mineral resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific
plan, or other land use plan?

x
x

a,b. Mineral resources of value to the region or to residents of the state are not known to exist
on development areas identified by the proposed project. Likewise, no mineral recovery
sites have been identified on the project site. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is
not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.11 NOISE - Would the project result in:
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

Exposure of persons to or generation of noise
levels in excess of standards established in the
local general plan or noise ordinance, or
applicable standards of other agencies?
Exposure of persons to or generation of
excessive groundborne vibration or
groundborne noise levels?
A substantial permanent increase in ambient
noise levels above levels existing without the
project?
A substantial temporary or periodic increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity
above levels existing without the project?
For a project located within an airport land use
plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or
public use airport, would the project expose
people residing or working in the project area
to excessive noise levels?
For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise?

x
x
x
x

x

x
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a-c. The proposed developments are not expected to create any significant new sources of
ambient noise or groundbourne vibration above existing levels in the area. Ambient
noise measurements were taken at key locations that would characterize the setting of
the proposed facilities projects. Table 1 identifies the associated noise with its location.
Table 1
Ambient Noise Levels
Station

Location

Leq (dBA)

1

Oxnard Street (adjacent Potrero Soccer
Fields and Anacapa Village)

58.3

2

Proposed electrical substation location
(near Central Plant)

57.5

3

Near Camarosa Wastewater Treatment
Plant

41.5

Source: Rincon Consultants Field Data, 2008.

As indicated in Table 1, ambient noise levels range from a low of 41.5dBA near the
proposed roadways to 58.3dBA near the Potrero Soccer Fields. The placement of the
parking lots, sports fields and sub-station would be mitigated by the location of these
facilities from residential areas. The increased use of the soccer fields into nighttime
hours would not result in significant noise impacts as the FTE of the Campus is not
being increased in addition to the nature of the use of the fields. Increased use of soccer
fields are not a major source of noise and are unlikely to result in an increase of 3dBA. It
should also be noted that the sound level for station one included actions such as traffics
from heavy trucks and increased traffic which would likely not occur during nighttime
hours.
The Open Space Conveyance area to the north of the campus would open the area up
for use. However, the area is intended to be preserved and would not result in
significant sources of noise to the campus.
It should be noted that it is assumed that long-term operational noise generated by the
sub-station would not exceed noise thresholds because noise from machinery would be
housed within structures. Station 2 illustrates the ambient noise for the substation site
on Table 1. The majority of the noise in that portion of campus comes from the
cogeneration facility. Impacts are less than significant and further discussion of this
issue in an EIR is not warranted.
d. Construction activities related to new facilities proposed could create temporary
increases in vibration or noise levels. However, because construction noise would be
temporary and sporadic in nature, these noise impacts are considered less than
significant. Potential noise and vibration impacts of onsite construction are discussed in
detail in Section 5.8 of the 1998 FEIR. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not
warranted.
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e,f. The project area is not located within an airport land use plan or within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport, and the project is not within the vicinity of a private
air strip. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.
Potentially
Significant
Impact

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.12 POPULATION AND HOUSING Would the project:
a)

b)

c)

Induce substantial population growth in an
area, either directly (for example, by proposing
new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for
example, through extension of roads or other
infrastructure)?
Displace substantial numbers of existing
housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere?
Displace substantial numbers of people,
necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?

x

x
x

a-c. The proposed developments do not include a residential component or expand the
number of campus classrooms. The proposed sub-station would likely require the
addition of workers, however, it is not anticipated this number would significantly alter
the employee projections of the Master Plan. Additionally, no people or existing housing
would be displaced by the proposed developments. Therefore, impacts are less than
significant and further analysis of these issues in an EIR is not warranted.
Potentially
Significant
Impact

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.13 PUBLIC SERVICES a)

Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision
of new or physically altered governmental
facilities, need for new or physically altered
governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable
service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public
services:
i) Fire protection?
ii)

Police protection?

iii)

Schools?

x
x
x
x
x

iv) Parks?
v)

a)i-ii.

Other public facilities?

Response times were recently determined by analyzing the times from the first call to
the times when emergency services responded on-scene. Information provided by the
CSU Channel Islands Police Department indicated that it took two minutes for the
CSU Police to arrive, 11 minutes for an ambulance, and 13 minutes for the fire trucks
California State University Channel Islands
IS-16

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR
Initial Study

to arrive on-scene. This is outside the response times for the national standard that the
Ventura County Fire Department acknowledges. However, the proposed
developments would not adversely affect response times or service ratios because the
approved campus capacity of 15,000 FTES would not change. The proposed entry
road could incrementally decrease response times. All new facilities would comply
with current Fire Code requirements. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is
not warranted.
a)iii-v. The proposed Master Plan amendment would not result in substantial adverse
physical impacts to schools, parks, or other public facilities. Further discussion of this
issue in the EIR is not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.14 RECREATION a)

b)

Would the project increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial
physical deterioration of the facility would occur
or be accelerated?
Does the project include recreational facilities
or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an
adverse physical effect on the environment?

x

x

a,b. The proposed project would include the construction of a total of 15 playfields and a track
for school-related recreational sports activities. This would increase the recreational
facilities of the campus. The construction of such would not result in physical impacts on
the environment. Mitigation from the 2004 Campus Master Plan SEIR would apply when
necessary.
Additionally, the acquisition of the open space conveyance area to the north of the campus
would potentially improve the quality, accessibility and safety of the area for passive
recreational opportunities including hiking and nature observing. Potential features
include hiking trails that would connect to the Santa Monica Mountains trail system. This
area would be preserved by the university. Impacts would be less than significant and
further analysis in an EIR is not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.15 TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC Would the project:
a)

b)

Cause an increase in traffic which is
substantial in relation to the existing traffic load
and capacity of the street system (i.e., result in
a substantial increase in either the number of
vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on
roads, or congestion at intersections)?
Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a

x

x
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

ISSUES:

c)

d)

e)
f)
g)

level of service standard established by the
county congestion management agency for
designated roads or highways?
Result in a change in air traffic patterns,
including either an increase in traffic levels or a
change in location that results in substantial
safety risks?
Substantially increase hazards due to a design
feature (e.g. sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible use (e.g. farm
equipment)?
Result in inadequate emergency access?
Result in inadequate parking capacity?
Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or
programs supporting alternative transportation
(e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks)?

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

x

x
x
x
x

a. The project is not expected to increase traffic volumes since the approved campus
capacity of 15,000 FTES would remain unchanged. The proposed project provides for
a new entry road to the campus that would connect directly with the realigned Lewis
Road. Additionally, a secondary roadway is proposed to connect the primary
roadway with the western portion of the campus. The new roadways are expected to
improve campus access and circulation and accommodate projected growth in
students and on-campus residents. Localized circulation movements will need to be
further studied. Therefore, impacts are potentially significant due to a lack of
information and further analysis in an EIR is required.
b. The proposed project would not generate significant amounts of traffic. The project
would not substantially increase traffic external to the campus beyond the 15,000 FTES
previously studied and approved. Therefore, there is a less than significant potential
for the proposed facilities project to cause an exceedance of the level of service for
congestion management agency designated roads or highways. Further discussion of
this issue in the EIR is not warranted.
c. The project would not impact air traffic. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is
not warranted.
d. The proposed parking lot configurations combined with bicycle, pedestrian, and
vehicle infrastructure has the potential to result in conflicts or hazardous design
features. Therefore, impacts are potentially significant and further analysis in an
EIR is required.
e. The project would improve emergency access and circulation on campus through the
construction of access roads. No impacts would occur and further discussion of this
issue in the EIR is not warranted.
f.

The proposed project would add two parking lots including 4,142 parking spaces.
This is consistent with the Campus Master Plan. The addition of the proposed parking
California State University Channel Islands
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would result in needed parking for the campus. Further discussion of this issue in
the EIR is not warranted.
g. The proposed project would add bicycle lanes to the campus as an alternative mode of
transportation. This is consistent with the Campus Master Plan and no impacts would
occur. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.
Potentially
Significant
Impact

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.16 UTILITIES AND SERVICE
SYSTEMS - Would the project:
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of
the applicable Regional Water Quality Control
Board?
Require or result in the construction of new
water or wastewater treatment facilities of
expansion of existing facilities, the construction
of which could cause significant environmental
effects?
Require or result in the construction of new
storm water drainage facilities or expansion of
existing facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental effects?
Have sufficient water supplies available to
serve the project from existing entitlements
and resources, or are new or expanded
entitlements needed?
Result in a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider which serves or may serve
the project that it has adequate capacity to
serve the project’s projected demand in
addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?
Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid
waste disposal needs?
Comply with federal, state, and local statutes
and regulations related to solid waste?

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

a,b,d,e.The proposed project would include the development of sports fields and associated
structures which may result in an incremental increase in wastewater and water
supplies. However, the proposed developments do not increase the approved campus
capacity. Additionally, water and wastewater was analyzed in the 2004 Campus
Master Plan Amendment SEIR and included mitigation that would be applicable to the
proposed development. Applicable mitigation shall be implemented into the
proposed developments when needed. Therefore, no impacts on wastewater
treatment requirements are expected. Further discussion of this issue in the EIR is
not warranted.
c.

The proposed developments would require the construction of stormwater facilities in
conjunction with the proposed transportation upgrades, parking facilities, and the
new sports facility. The stormwater facilities are part of the proposed project and are
designed to ensure that applicable regulations are met. Furthermore, the effects of
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stormwater impacts have been addressed in the 2004 Master Plan Amendment SEIR
and has included mitigation to properly reduce impacts. The propose developments
would be required to follow these mitigation measures where applicable. See Section
4.8, Hydrology and Water Quality, for further discussion. Impacts are less than
significant and further discussion in an EIR is not warranted.
f-g. The proposed developments would incrementally increase the amount of solid waste
generated by the CSUCI campus with the development of the sports facilities.
Additionally, construction would result in a temporary increase in solid wastes.
However, Construction and campus modifications under the proposed developments
are not expected to result in an increase in the generation of solid waste as compared
to conditions under the 2000 Campus Master Plan. Therefore, impacts are less than
significant and further discussion of this issue in the EIR is not warranted.

ISSUES:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

4.17 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE a)

b)

c)

Does the project have the potential to
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self- sustaining
levels, eliminate a plant or animal community,
reduce the number or restrict the range of a
rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?
Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a project
are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, and the effects
of probable future projects)?
Does the project have environmental effects
which will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

x

x

x

a. The proposed project would potentially impact species located in adjacent creeks. The
types of which are unknown. Therefore, impacts are potentially significant and further
analysis in an EIR is required.
b. The proposed Master Plan amendment has the potential to generated impacts that
cannot feasibly be mitigated. Therefore, the project’s contribution to cumulative
impacts could be significant and will be studied further in the EIR.
c. The proposed Master Plan amendment has the potential to generated impacts that
cannot feasibly be mitigated. Therefore, the project’s contribution to cumulative
impacts could be significant and will be studied further in the EIR.
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Steve Svete
Rincon Consultants
790 East Santa Clara Avenue
Ventura, CA 93001

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS FOR THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY CHANNEL ISLANDS
RECREATIONAL OPEN SPACE PROJECT, VENTURA COUNTY

Associated Transportation Engineers (ATE) has prepared the following traffic study for the
California State University Channel Islands (CSUCI) Recreational Open Space Project. The
study addresses potential traffic impacts associated with the project within the Ventura County
area adjacent to the CSUCI campus.
Project Description
The project is proposing to transfer the existing Camarillo Regional Park open space area,
located adjacent to the CSUCI campus, from Ventura County to the University. The open
space area is currently a passive recreation area that includes hiking trails, an airstrip used for
model airplanes, and a pond used for remote control boats. The project is proposing to remove
the existing model airplane airstrip and remote control boat pond and improve the trail head
area and the hiking trails. The University also proposes to use the area to provide educational
environmental activities that would be attended by CSUCI students and staff and would also
be occasionally used by visiting grade (K-12) schools. The project does not include any other
new uses for the open space area. Access to the park would be provided via the existing
roadway connection from University Drive. Figure 1 shows the location of the project within
the County.

Steve Svete

Page 2

December 22, 2008

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Street Network
The project site is served by a network of highways, arterial streets and collector streets, as
illustrated in Figure 1. The following text provides a brief discussion of the major
components of the study-area street network.
Lewis Road, located west of the project site, has been expanded to a four-lane arterial roadway
between the City of Camarillo on the north and University Drive on the south. Lewis Road
provides the primary regional access connection to the existing park facility and the CSUCI
campus via its connection to University Drive. Lewis Road extends south of University Drive
as a two-lane road to Portrero where it becomes Hueneme Road. Within the study-area Lewis
Road, is signalized at the Cawelti Road and University Drive intersections.
Cawelti Road, located north of the project site, is a two-lane road that extends from Lewis
Road to Las Posas Road on the west. Within the study-area, Cawelti Road is signalized at the
Lewis Road and Las Posas Road intersections.
University Drive, located west of the project site, is two-lane road that extends easterly from
Lewis Road and serves the CSUCI campus. An roadway connection (Old Dairy Road) to
University drive provides access to the project site. Within the study-area, University Drive is
signalized at the Lewis Road intersection.
Roadway Operations
Existing average daily traffic (ADT) volumes for the study-area roadways are illustrated in
Figure 2. In determining the operational characteristics of the roadway segments, "Levels of
Service" (LOS) A through F are applied, with LOS A indicating free flow conditions and LOS F
indicating severe congestion. Ventura County has adopted LOS D as the minimum operating
standard for County thoroughfares and State Highways located within the County.
Levels of service for the study-area roadway segments were determined based on a the
roadway capacities adopted by Ventura County (see capacity table in the Technical Appendix).
Table 1 presents the existing ADT volumes and levels of service for the study-area roadways.
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Table 1
Existing Average Daily Traffic
Roadway Segment

Classification/Geometry

Existing ADT

LOS

Lewis Road n/o Cawelti Road

Class I / 4-Lane

13,200 ADT

LOS A

Cawelti Road w/o Lewis Road

Class I / 2-lane

1,800 ADT

LOS A

Lewis Road n/o Potrero Road

Class I / 4-Lane

6,700 ADT

LOS A

The data presented in Table 1 indicate that the study-area roadways currently operate at LOS A
which is considered acceptable based on Ventura County standards.
Intersection Operations
Given the existing roadway volumes and operations (LOS A) and the recent improvements that
have been made to Lewis Road (i.e. widening to 4-lanes and installation of traffic signals at the
Cawelti Road and University Drive intersections) it is estimated that the intersections currently
operate in the LOS A - B range during the A.M. and P.M. peak hour periods. These operations
would be considered acceptable based on the County's LOS D standard.
Project Trip Generation
As noted in the project description, the existing 279-acre Camarillo Regional Park contains a
model airplane facility and a remote control boat pond that will be removed from the park as
part of the environmental restoration of the area. Removal of these facilities would result in
reductions in traffic generated at the site. The University is not proposing to increase staff or
faculty as a result of acquiring the regional park, thus there would be no traffic increases
related to the staffing and maintenance of the park. Traffic generated by the proposed
educational activities would be from CSUCI students and staff that are on the existing campus
and would not utilize County roadways to access the site.
The project does include some enhancements to facilitate public access to the open space area
that could increase traffic traveling to and from the site. There would also be occasional trips
made from area schools to visit the site.
Trip generation estimates were developed for the existing Camarillo Regional Park facility
based on the rates contained in the SANDAG Traffic Generators report for parks. Table 2
shows the trip generation estimates developed for the existing park. Given that some of the
existing recreational uses will be removed from the site, it is not anticipated that the overall
traffic generation at the park will change measurably as a result of the project.
However, in order to provide a conservative assessment of future traffic, it is assumed that
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traffic generated at the park could increase by 5% as a result of the proposed public access
improvements and the off-site school visits. This traffic increase is also shown in Table 2.

Table 2
Project Trip Generation
Land-Use

Size

Existing
Open Space

279 Acres

Future Traffic Added
5% Increase

279 Acres

ADT

A.M. Peak Hour

P.M. Peak Hour

Rate

Trips

Rate

Trips

Rate

Trips

1.0 (a)

279

0.04 (a)

11

0.08 (a)

22

+14 Trips

+1 Trip

+1 Trip

(a) SANDAG Park Rates

The data presented in Table 2 show that the future use of the park could generate 14 ADT and
1 A.M. and 1 P.M. peak hour trip.
PROJECT-SPECIFIC ANALYSIS
Roadway Operations
The addition of 14 average daily trips to the Ventura County roadways adjacent to the site
would not significantly impact roadway operations. The roadways currently operate at LOS A
and could continue to operate at LOS A with the addition of the 14 ADT. The project would
therefore not impact the County roadway network based on Ventura County impact
thresholds.
Intersection Impacts
The addition of 1 peak hour trip to the study-area intersections would not impact operations on
the surrounding County roadways. The intersections currently operate in the LOS A-B range
and the addition of 1 peak hour trip would not effect operations. The project would therefore
not impact the adjacent intersections based on Ventura County impact thresholds.
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Site Access
Access to the existing park is provided via a roadway connection (Old Dairy Road) to
University Drive, located just south of the Calleguas Creek bridge. The existing driveway
approach at University Drive does not provide traffic control or striping that defines ingress or
egress for vehicles entering and exiting the site.
It is therefore recommended that the project improve the driveway approach to provide
standard intersection striping to define egress and ingress and install a stop-sign and provide a
striped stop-bar at the outbound approach.
The project access road is currently controlled by a gate located approximately 130-feet east of
University Drive. The existing distance of 130' between the driveway gate and University
Drive provides an adequate length for vehicle storage (approximately 6 vehicles) so that traffic
queues at the park gate would not extend to University Drive and potentially interfere with
through traffic.
Parking
There is currently no formal centralized parking area for the park. Observations at the existing
site indicate that vehicles park in various areas, such as adjacent to the model airplane strip
and near the old dairy.
The project will provide a centralized parking area once the existing facilities are removed and
the improvements to the area have been implemented. Thus parking will be provided in a
more formalized and organized fashion at the site.
BUILDOUT ANALYSIS
Roadway Operations
Roadway volumes for the Buildout scenario were derived from the data published in the EIR
completed for the CSUCI Campus Master Plan Project. The ADT volumes include traffic from
buildout of the County's General Plan and completion of the CSUCI campus master plan
project. Buildout ADT volumes are presented on Figure 3 and Buildout roadway operations
are shown in Table 3.
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Table 3
Buildout Average Daily Traffic Volumes
Roadway Segment

Classification/Geometry

Buildout ADT

LOS

Lewis Road n/o Cawelti Road

Class I / 4-Lane

34,100 ADT

LOS C

Cawelti Road w/o Lewis Road

Class I / 2-lane

12,100 ADT

LOS D

Lewis Road n/o Potrero Road

Class I / 4-Lane

41,300 ADT

LOS D

The data presented in Table 3 indicate that the study-area roadways are forecast to operate at
LOS D or better under the Buildout scenario. These operations are considered acceptable
based on the LOS D operating standard for roadways located in the unincorporated areas of
the County.
The addition of the 14 average daily trips that could potentially be generated by the project
would not generate a significant cumulative impact to the County roadways under the
Buildout + Project scenario, as all of the roadways would continue to operate at LOS D or
better.
Intersection Operations
The EIR completed for the CSUCI Campus Master Plan Project identified future operational
deficiencies at the Lewis Road/University Drive and Lewis Road/Cawelti Road intersections.
The EIR recommended that Lewis Road be widened to 4 lanes at the intersections and that
traffic signals be installed at both locations in order to accommodate Buildout traffic volumes.
These Buildout mitigation measures have been installed at both intersections.
The addition of one peak hour trip that could potentially be generated by the project would
not generate significant cumulative impacts at the study-area intersections under the Buildout
+ Project scenario, as the mitigations required at the adjacent intersections to accommodate
buildout of the campus have been installed.
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This concludes out traffic assessment for the CSUCI Recreational Open Space Project.

Associated Transportation Engineers

Scott A. Schell, AICP, PTP

SAS/MMF
Attachments

Appendix E
Summary of Mitigation Measures
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APPENDIX E - Summary of Environmental Impacts and
Mitigation Measures from 2004, 2000, and 1998 EIRs
2004 Campus Master Plan Amendment SEIR
AESTHETICS
Effect
2004 Impact AES-2 The
aesthetic condition of the
subject site would be altered by
revisions to the site plan that
would result in construction of
new buildings and facilities not
contemplated in the 2000
Master Plan. This is
considered a Class II,
significant but mitigable impact.

Mitigation Measures
Mitigation measures AES-1(d) through (f) from the 1998 FEIR and
measures S-AES-1 (a) through (d) are relevant to the 2004 Master Plan
Amendment, and would adequately mitigate aesthetic impacts that could
result from development of the acquisition area.
AES-2(g) from the 1998 FEIR is applicable to the 2004 Master Plan
Amendment, and would address aesthetic impacts associated with the
development of proposed surface parking areas within the acquisition area.
The following new measure is added to mitigate impacts to the aesthetic
condition relative to the introduction of new industrial structures in proximity
to the new campus entry road.
03-AES-2 A land use buffer zone shall be incorporated between the
anaerobic digester system, the chilled water facility, and the cooling
towers and other campus areas. This zone shall be screen-planted with
riparian and wetland compatible plant material. The planting scheme shall
be designed in a way to obstruct direct views of 75% of the structural
components from any location within the expanded acquisition area within
a five-year period.

2004 Impact AES-3 The
proposed project could create
new sources of light and glare
through the construction of new
surface parking areas and
planned industrial structures.
This is considered a Class II,
significant but mitigable impact.

Measures AES-1(e) and (f) and AES-3(a), through (c) included in the 1998
FEIR and measure S-AES-3(a) from the 2000 SEIR address potential
impacts resulting from the lighting of the expanded acquisition area. The
following new mitigation measures are also required:
03-AES-3(a) Surface materials of the anaerobic digester system, the
chilled water plant, and the cooling towers shall be not reflective. If
painted, the color shall be a dark, matte-finish hue. Material and color
approval shall be conducted by the Campus Architect.
03-AES-3(b) Planned surface parking areas shall be landscaped with
orchard style plantings, with trees organized in a grid pattern and planted
at no less than 30 feet on center. Canopy coverage from directly
overhead shall achieve 50% within five years of installation. Perimeter
planting areas shall surround parking lot on all sides, and shall measure
no less than 10 feet in depth. Perimeter Plant material shall be of a
sufficient height to obscure vehicle headlights when the parking lot is
viewed by a pedestrian at a ten meter distance. Tree species and plant
material shall be approved shall be conducted by the Campus Architect.

AGRICULTURE
Effect
2004 Impact AG-2 The
previous agricultural use of the
acquisition area could have
caused the accumulation of
pesticides in the soil. Reuse of
the acquisition area with
recreational and other land
uses could result in exposure
of persons to concentrations of
agricultural contaminants and
potential health risks. This is

Mitigation Measures
The following new mitigation measure is required.
03-AG-2 Prior to the acquisition of the 158-acre area, soil sampling shall
be conducted to determine the potential presence of agriculture-related
contaminants. If contaminants are present on the site in concentrations
exceeding regulatory action levels, a health risk assessment and/or
remediation of the affected soils may be required. If necessary,
remediation shall be conducted in accordance with federal, state, and
local regulations and shall be performed under the oversight and to the
satisfaction of the Ventura County Environmental Health Division.
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APPENDIX E - Summary of Environmental Impacts and
Mitigation Measures from 2004, 2000, and 1998 EIRs
considered a Class II,
significant but mitigable, impact.
2004 Impact AG-3 The
proposed project may result in
land use conflicts with adjacent
agricultural operations. This is
considered a Class II,
significant but mitigable,
impact.

Mitigation measures S-AG-2(a) and S-AG-2(b) from the 2000 SEIR are
applicable to the proposed 2004 Master Plan Amendment. However, as
shown below, they have been updated to reflect more recent APAC
recommendations for buffers and to reflect the proposed 2004 Master
Plan Amendment. Text to be added to the two mitigation measures is
shown in underline, and text to be deleted is shown in strikeout.
In addition, new mitigation measures 03-AG-2(c) and 03-AG-2(d) are
recommended to further reduce impacts related to potential conflicts
between agricultural land uses and proposed campus uses to a level less
than significant. Finally, as noted in the 2000 SEIR, Section 5.2 (Air
Quality) from the 1998 FEIR specifies dust control measures to be used
during project construction. These measures would also apply to the
proposed 2004 Master Plan and incrementally reduce potential impacts to
the productivity of neighboring agricultural uses.
S03-AG-23(a) Use Buffer for Buildings and Athletic Fields. Where
building or athletic fields would be within 300 feet of agricultural
operations, a 100-foot buffer use buffer shall be created along the project
site’s property line facing agricultural operations. A minimum 150-foot
setback (in conjunction with a vegetative buffer) or 300-foot setback
(without vegetative buffer) between any occupied campus structures, uses
or athletic facilities and agricultural production shall be provided. The
buffer may include roads and landscaped areas, and internal paths. Said
buffer shall be located on the project site, and not on the adjacent
agricultural development. If a minimum 150-foot setback with vegetative
buffer is selected, said buffer shall consist of two staggered rows of
bushes with 50 to 75% porosity (i.e., approximately 50 to 75% of the
vegetation is air space) to effectively minimize pesticide drift or dust
effects. To provide adequate coverage, the two staggered rows should be
located 5 feet apart and consist of a minimum of 5-gallon plants planted 10
feet on center. The plant species shall be a noninvasive species that
would not harbor agricultural pests. Recommended plant species can
include a mix of native California plants, such as Toyon (Heteromeles
arbutifolia), Sugarbush (Rhus ovata), Laurel sumac (Malosma laurina) or
other species with the indicated characteristics to reduce irrigation and
maintenance needs. Italian cypress or similar plants may also be provided
in a more urban setting.
S03-AG-23(b) Right-to-Farm Ordinance Implementation. Consistent
with Ventura County’s right-to-farm ordinance, Aa notice shall be posted
within the university’s main campus and at entrances to the 75 154-acre
acquisition area indicating the existence of neighboring agricultural
operations, and the potential odors and pesticide hazards that are inherent
in such operations. The County’s Right-to-Farm Ordinance shall be
included in employee handbooks, and made part of the operational
plan/procedures for the proposed facilities. Neighboring agricultural lands
would be protected from nuisance lawsuits according to the provisions of
the Right-to-Farm Ordinance.
03-AG-3(c) Ongoing Grower Contact. University officials shall maintain
open communication with neighboring growers. Administrators shall inform
growers of activities that may affect agricultural operations, such as the
site construction and/or grading. Likewise, University officials shall be
provided with a schedule of when pesticides or odor producing materials
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would be applied to the adjacent agricultural fields.
03-AG-3(d) Pesticide Exposure Reduction. University officials shall
incorporate measures to reduce exposure to students and staff during
pesticide application, including but not limited to:
x Rescheduling outdoor recreational activities; and
Posting notices of spraying activity.

HYDROLOGY
Effect

Mitigation Measures

2004 Impact HYD-1 The
proposed construction of a new
access road across the
expanded 79-acre acquisition
area would alter the existing
drainage pattern of this site.
Pavement of the road and
proposed parking areas within
the acquisition area would
increase impervious surfaces on
the campus and create
additional runoff. This is
considered a Class II, significant
but mitigable, impact.

03-HYD-1 The access road in the expanded 79-acre acquisition area
shall be elevated outside the 100-year floodplain.

2004 Impact HYD-2 Sites for
the proposed ADS and Chiller
Plant would be partially located
within an open field that currently
accepts storm water drainage
from most of the campus core.
This area currently serves as a
retention basin for storm flows
and is located within the 100year floodplain. This is
considered a Class II, significant
but mitigable, impact.

The following new mitigation measure is required.

2004 Impact HYD-3 The 2004
Campus Master Plan could
result in the runoff of various
pollutants that could cumulatively
affect local drainages and
subsurface aquifers. The
proposed development of the
additional parking lot and
recreational fields could
potentially decrease the quality
of surface water and
groundwater. This is considered
a Class II, significant but
mitigable, impact.

03-HYD-2 Prior to construction of the Anaerobic Digester System and
Chilled Water Plant, the University shall prepare a Flood Prevention and
Drainage Plan for the entire western portion of the campus. The Flood
Prevention and Drainage Plan shall indicate site preparation requirements for
raising the elevation for these structures so they are outside of the 100-year
flood hazard and shall include requirements for new drainage facilities to
avoid flooding.

Mitigation measures HYD-4(a) through HYD-4(c) from the 1998 FEIR would
continue to apply to the proposed project, and no new mitigation would be
necessary. Mitigation measure HYD-5(a) from the 1998 FEIR would also
apply to the proposed project, but would be modified as follows:
03-HYD-5(a) A Best Management Practices Plan and Integrated Pest
Management Plan shall be prepared for implementation by the golf course
operator. entity maintaining the recreational fields in the acquisition area.
The purpose of both plans would be to reduce the use of harmful chemicals
onsite, and to reduce the potential offsite movement of high concentrations of
sediment, salts, excessive nutrients, and chemicals.
The Integrated Pest Management program should include, but not
necessarily be limited to, the following:
x
x

Use of biological, physical, and cultural controls rather than chemical
controls.
Use of insect-resistant cultivars.
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x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x

Mechanical weed control to be used wherever and whenever possible
as the first choice.
Establishment of thresholds for the use of fertilizers.
Determination of the probable cause of an insect/disease problem and
correction as necessary (i.e., soil nutrient problems, irrigation, water
quality, plant type, etc.) prior to chemical use.
Development of thresholds to determine when pesticide use is
necessary. Pesticides are to be used only when necessary to cure a
problem and in positively identified pre-emergent situations and not as
a preventative measure or as a regular, periodic application.
Fumigation activities to be limited to greens only.
Use of chemical forms that are the least toxic to non-target organisms
(such as the use of a sodium salt if 2,4-D herbicide is used).
Preferentially, the IPM should not permit the use of 2,4-D at the site
and similar toxic chemicals that have a high potential for leaching from
the site.
Chemical controls should preferentially begin with the use of
dehydrating dusts (silica gels, diatomaceous earth), insecticidal soaps,
boric acid powder, horticultural oils, and pyrethrin-based insecticides.
Late evening application of pesticides.

Mitigation measures HYD-5(b) through HYD-5(d) from the 1998 FEIR, which
were also mitigation measures specific to the proposed golf course, would
not apply to the recreational fields or any component of the 2004 Master
Plan.

WASTE WATER
Effect

Mitigation Measures

2004 Impact WW-1 The
proposed Master Plan
amendments would
incrementally increase water
demand onsite. However, with
mitigation measures already
adopted in the 2000 Master
Plan Supplemental EIR,
impacts to water supply would
be Class III, less than
significant.

Mitigation measures S-WW-1(a) and S-WW-1(b) from the 2000 SEIR
would continue to apply to the university, including the proposed 79-acre
acquisition area. Additional mitigation is not required.

2004 Impact WW-3 The
proposed anaerobic digester
system may generate
wastewater that does not meet
applicable standards for
recycled water use or discharge
to the sanitary sewer system.
This is considered a Class II,
significant but mitigable impact.

The following new mitigation measures are required.

Noise: The Initial Study
identified potential noise
impacts resulting from the
operation of the proposed
Anaerobic Digester, Chilled

03-NOI-1 Prior to issuance of operating permits for the Anaerobic
Digester System, the Chilled Water Plant, and the Thermal Energy
Storage Tank, noise tests shall be conducted to characterize post-project
ambient noise levels. The testing purpose shall be to confirm that noise
levels shall not exceed 65 dBA at locations beyond 50 feet of these

03-WW-3(a) If excess water from the ADS is used for irrigation, water
shall not be mixed with other recycled water supplies unless it is treated to
meet applicable standards. All recycled water from the ADS water shall
meet the Title 22 treatment requirements for the specific type of irrigation
for which the water is used.
03-WW-3(b) Excess water from the ADS shall not be discharged into the
sanitary sewer system until it has been demonstrated to meet applicable
Regional Water Quality Control Board BOD standards.
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Water Plant, and Thermal
Energy Storage Tank.

facilities. If this threshold is exceeded, additional noise buffering shall be
incorporated into housing structures or noise attenuation barriers shall be
incorporated into the site design.

2000 Campus Master Plan Supplemental EIR
AESTHETICS
Effect
Supplemental Effect AES-1
The proposed project has the
potential to alter public viewsheds
from Lewis Road and Potrero
Road.

Mitigation Measures
S-AES-1(a) The access road that is proposed for the 75-acre acquisition
area and the connector road from the Business Campus to the Academic
Core shall be constructed in a manner that meets accepted design
standards for safety without curbs and gutters. Surface runoff should be
captured and carried to treatment areas by off-pavement swales. Use of
earthen, planted berms is encouraged to soften roadway edges.
S-AES-1(b) The access road landscaping shall use the plant palette used
in the wetland creation zones of the 75-acre acquisition area to buffer
views of playfields and to visually integrate the area with adjacent natural
riparian areas.
S-AES-1(c) The land use buffer zone between the playfields and the
Camrosa Wastewater Treatment Plant shall be screen-planted with
riparian and wetland compatible plant material. The planting scheme shall
be designed in a way to obstruct direct views of 75% of the structural
components of the CWTP from any location within the 75-acre acquisition
area within a five-year period.
S-AES-1(d) Except for those required to be painted white or light-colored
by University play standards, any permanent playfield structural elements
rendered in metal materials (fences, bleachers, lighting posts) shall be
painted in non-reflective dark gray to black, in order to minimize their
intrusion into the visual environment. Restrooms and other playfield
support structures shall be surface treated with non-reflective, natural
materials and shall be painted in earthen tones that complement the color
palette of Round Mountain and the adjacent wetlands and agricultural
fields.
S-AES-1(e) The proposed 500-car parking area and the flex parcel, in the
event that it is used for surface parking, shall incorporate buffering features
(landscape pockets, screen trees and shrubs, half-height walls) to minimize
glare and lighting to viewers on Potrero Road. Any parking lot in this area
shall include a minimum of 15% landscaped area, and shading shall cover
a minimum of 35% of the surface area when trees are 10 years of age.
Trees shall be sited in an orchard planting style
S-AES-1(f) The landscape plan for the Potrero Road parking lots shall
specify that a minimum of 30% of the parking lot views shall be interrupted
from Potrero Road viewing facilities with landscaping within 5 years of
planting.

Supplemental Effect AES-2
The aesthetic condition of the
subject site would be altered
through building demolition and
construction of new buildings,
roadways, and landscaping during
the life of the Master Plan.

AES-2(c) All parking structures shall be limited to 35 above-grade feet in
parapet height.
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Supplemental Effect AES-3
The proposed project could create
new sources of light and glare
through the construction of new
buildings, lighting for sports
facilities, and new parking areas.

S-AES-3(a) Prior to development, proposed lighting shall be indicated on
site plans that demonstrate that spillover of lighting would not affect
surrounding areas. Nighttime lighting standards shall be limited to 30 feet
in height. The lighting plan shall incorporate lighting that directs light pools
downward or otherwise shields adjacent areas from glare. Light fixtures
that shield excessive brightness at night shall be included in the lighting
plan. Non-glare lighting shall be used.

AGRICULTURE
Effect

Mitigation Measures

Supplemental Effect AG-1
The proposed project would
remove 67 additional acres of
Prime farmland and farmland of
Statewide importance that was
not identified in the 1998 Final
Master Plan EIR. All of this land
is currently under agricultural
production.

S-AG-1 Soil Preservation. The applicant shall comply with any topsoil
transfer programs identified by the Ventura County Agricultural
Commissioner.

Supplemental Effect AG-2
The proposed project may result
in land use conflicts with adjacent
agricultural operations.

S-AG-2(a) Conflict Reduction Through Site Design. Site design shall
ensure that opportunities for trespassing on the adjacent agricultural land
are minimized. This could be accomplished through the use of buffers and
fencing in key locations. A 100-foot primary buffer zone shall be provided
between the property line of the adjacent agricultural property and any
occupied areas on-site, including buildings, athletic fields, outdoor work
areas (excluding landscape buffers), and parking lots (internal project
roadways are excluded). Any such buffers and fencing shall be
implemented on the project site, and not on the adjacent agricultural
development.
S-AG-2(b) Right-to-Farm Ordinance Implementation. Consistent with
Ventura County’s right-to-farm ordinance, a notice shall be posted within
the university’s main campus and at entrances to the 75-acre acquisition
area indicating the existence of neighboring agricultural operations, and
the potential odors and pesticide hazards that are inherent in such
operations.The County’s Right-to-Farm Ordinance shall be included in
employee handbooks, and made part of the operational plan/procedures
for the proposed facilities. Neighboring agricultural lands would be
protected from nuisance lawsuits according to the provisions of the Rightto-Farm Ordinance.
S-AG-2(c) Use Buffer for Buildings and Athletic Fields. Where
building or athletic fields would be within 300 feet of agricultural
operations, a 100-foot buffer use buffer shall be created along the project
site’s property line facing agricultural operations. The buffer may include
roads, landscaped areas, and internal paths. The plant species shall be a
noninvasive species that would not harbor agricultural pests.

BIOLOGY
Effects

Mitigation Measures

Supplemental Effect BIO-1
Potential loss of sensitive plant
species and sensitive wetland
vegetation dure to revised land
uses at the proposed school site.

S-BIO-1(a) Design roads at the school site to avoid any excavation or rock
blasting on the adjacent hillsides.
S-BIO-1(b) The playfield irrigation system shall be designed to avoid any
accidental overspray irrigation of adjacent hillsides. The irrigation system
shall be placed on a timer that limits watering to only the early morning
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hours to reduce the potential for spray drift.

Supplemental Effect BIO-2
The fuel modification zone for the
residential area would affect
sensitive native grassland
vegetation.

S-BIO-2(a) The laural sumac grassland located north of the residential
area has a substantial amount of non-native grasses and ruderal species,
especially fennel and mustard. At least 1.2 acres of this area shall be
mowed and resown with purple needlegrass. A mowing and weed removal
program shall be developed to convert this area into a native grassland.
S-BIO-2(b) The hillside south of the north access road and west of the
residential area contains non-native grassland with a substantial amount of
fennel. A program of fennel removal shall be developed and the site
oversown with sage and sagebrush to convert at least 5 acres of this area
to coastal sage scrub.

Supplemental Effect BIO-3
Project site development would
remove existing wetland areas
and construct a new wetland on
current agricultural land.

S-BIO-3(a) A minimum of 8.1 acres of wetland vegetation and open water
resources shall be created as part of the re-aligned Long Grade Canyon
channel and wetland restoration area in the 75-acre parcel. This acreage
shall be in addition to the 7.1 acres of existing wetland areas, the 2.25
acres of reclaimed water storage, and the 4.4 acres of detention/debris
basin.
S-BIO-3(b) The wetland area shall be designed to contain a mix of wetland
types, including willow scrub, mulefat scrub, and freshwater marsh
elements. The wetland restoration plan shall be implemented prior to
development of the existing debris basin or the retention basin.

Supplemental Effect BIO-4
Build-out of the revised Campus
Master Plan may affect sensitive
fish and wildlife resources at the
site.

BIO-4 Removal of potential raptor nest trees should be limited to the time
period between September 1 to January 31. Alternatively, prior to any trees
being removed during the raptor nesting season, a survey for active nests
shall be conducted by a qualified biologist at the site two weeks prior to any
scheduled tree removal. If active nests are located, then all construction
work must be conducted at least 500 feet from the nest until the young have
fledged and are independent of the adults.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Effects

Mitigation Measures

Supplemental Effect C-1
Project construction could expose
previously unknown, buried
cultural resources or human
remains within the two proposed
land acquisitions.

S-C-1(a) In the event that archaeological resources or human remains are
unearthed during project construction or maintenance activities in the fuel
modification zone in either of the acquisition areas, all earth-disturbing work
within the vicinity of the find shall be temporarily suspended or redirected
until an archaeologist has evaluated the nature and significance of the find.
If the find is determined to be an historical or “unique” archaeological
resource as defined in the Public Resources Code, Division 13, Sections
15406.5(a) and 21083.2, then contingency funding and a time allotment
sufficient for appropriate avoidance or mitigation shall be made available.
When feasible, impacts shall be avoided through preservation of the site.
After the find has been appropriately mitigated, work in the area may
resume. A qualified Chumash monitor shall oversee any mitigation work
associated with prehistoric cultural material.
S-C-1(b) If human remains are unearthed during project construction or
maintenance activities in the fuel modification zone, mitigation measure SC-1 shall apply. In addition, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5
requires that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner
has determined origin and disposition of the findings. If the remains are
determined to be of Native American descent, the coroner has 24 hours to
notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) (13 PRC
15064.5(d)).
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Supplemental Effect C-2
Development within the revised
Campus Master Plan project site
would adaptively reuse historic
structures, demolish structures,
and through new infill construction
may otherwise alter the historical
relationships and physical
characteristics of the historic
resources associated with those
located on campus.

S-C-2(a) The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation shall
be applied to all construction projects on contributing historic resources.
The project site qualifies to use the State Historical Building and Safety
Code (SHBSC), a performance based code that offers greater flexibility in
designing solutions to achieve life safety requirements. The SHBSC shall
be used on all rehabilitation projects.
S-C-2(b) Campus facilities historic preservation repair and maintenance
guidelines, focused on repair and maintenance techniques appropriate to
historic features and materials, shall be developed and implemented to
complement the Campus Architectural Design Guidelines. These
maintenance guidelines shall be based on the Secretary of Interior
Guidelines discussed above and on the SHBSC.
S-C-2(c) Infill structures shall be compatible in design, materials, massing
and scale with the Spanish Colonial Revival style architecture. Design
alternatives to taller (3 stories above ground) structures shall be
considered. Placement of infill buildings both in quadrangles and within
courtyards shall be designed to ensure retention of view corridors into
courtyards and quadrangles as well as retention of visual access to
significant exterior architectural features. Specifically: Infill buildings shall
be designed to maintain visual access to significant historic exterior
architectural features of existing buildings such as exterior stairs, arches
and porches.
Infill buildings shall be oriented to allow retention of original doors and
windows of adjacent historic buildings.
S-C-2(d) Documentation, including photography, of original quadrangles
and courtyards and adjacent architecture shall be conducted. Specifically,
photodocumentation (to Historic American Buildings Standards-HABS)
shall be conducted for South and North Quadrangles and courtyards. Site
plans (to scale) and narrative descriptions of quadrangles and courtyards
shall be developed by qualified professionals with knowledge of
architectural history, cultural geography and landscape architecture.
Original copies of photographs and documentation shall be filed with the
CSU-CI Library, the California State Library, the California Office of Historic
Preservation, the City of Camarillo Library and the Ventura County Library.
A University Archive shall be established at CSU-CI Library. Campus
histories and site documentation (such as referenced above), extant
documents from the Camarillo State Hospital relating to its history and
physical development, construction documents, and plans from current and
future projects shall be deposited in this University Archive.

LAND USE
Effects
Supplemental Effect LU-1
The proposed project could create
land use compatibility conflicts
with adjacent agricultural
operation and the Camrosa
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Mitigation Measures
S-LU-1 Playfields in the 75-acre acquisition area shall be sited so as to
provide a 100-foot buffer zone between all playfields and the Camrosa
Wastewater Treatment Plant property line.

HYDROLOGY
Effects
Supplemental Effect HYD-2
Potential flooding could result
from the construction of a road

Mitigation Measures
S-HYD-1 The storm drain system for the northern system shall be
designed to adequately accommodate 100-year event peak bulked flows
through the access road culvert system.
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within the northern drainage.
Supplemental Effect HYD-2
The project could result in
potential flooding resulting from
the conversion of the debris basin
to recreational fields for the
proposed school.

S-HYD-2(a) The storm drain system for CSUCI shall be designed to
provide facilities that will safely collect, concentrate, convey, and dissipate
storm water flows on-site both during and after build-out. Detention
facilities, diversion structures, drainage conveyance facilities (pipes,
culverts), grass lined channels (bio-swales), debris basins, inlet and outlet
structures and other flood control facilities shall be constructed and
maintained to meet the design requirements of the campus master plan.
While the State owned land is not under the jurisdictional requirements of
the Ventura County Flood Control District, the District’s design parameters
and guidelines shall be adopted whenever feasible in the design of
campus storm drain systems
S-HYD-2(b) The lower detention basin shall be resized through
deepening or increase in area to fully accommodate the expected peak
debris load of Long Grade Canyon Creek.

WASTE WATER
Effects

Mitigation Measures

Supplemental Effect WW-1
Proposed buildout of the Campus
Master Plan may exceed the
capacity of the existing Camrosa
Water District facilities to deliver
potable water.

S-WW-1(a) All ball and playfields shall be irrigated using water reclaimed
from the Camrosa Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Supplemental Effect WW-2
Proposed buildout of the Campus
Master Plan may exceed the
capacity of the Camrosa Water
District facilities to provide
wastewater service in the next 20
years.

S-WW-2 The university shall enter into an agreement with Camrosa for
any wastewater plant capacity deficiency prior to achieving a level of
development that would result in deficiencies. The agreement shall
specify the schedule for implementation, the designated area for
expansion, and the capital improvement funding sources.

S-WW-1(b) Any excess peak month irrigation demand (estimated to be
113,700 gpd at buildout with reclaimed water irrigation for proposed
ballfields) shall be provided using reclaimed water in order that the
university's daily allotment from the Camrosa Water District of 900,000
gallons not be exceeded. This mitigation shall be enacted prior to
achieving a level of development that would result in water service
deficiencies; i.e. water demands greater than 1,250 gpm or 900,000 gpd.

LONG TERM EFFECTS
Effects

Mitigation Measures
GI-1 Concurrent with its adoption of the revised Campus Master Plan, the
University shall recommend to the County that the General Plan land use
designation for the balance of the 283-acre Assessor Parcel No. 234-0519 that is not affected by the 75-acre acquisition area (208 acres) be
changed to “Agricultural” to reflect the existing and planned land use for
this parcel.
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1998 Campus Master Plan EIR
AESTHETICS
Effects
AES-1 The proposed project has
the potential to alter public
viewsheds from Lewis Road and
Potrero Road.

Mitigation Measures
AES-1(a) The University or Site Authority shall assess the health of the
trees along Camarillo Drive from Lewis Road to Long Grade Canyon
Creek. Missing or failing trees shall be replaced with an equivalent
number of the same or otherwise suitable species (sycamore, oak,
pepper).
AES-1(b) Any widening of Camarillo Drive shall be done in a manner that
incorporates the existing tree rows by adding lanes to the north side of the
tree row along the inbound lane and converting the road to a divided road.
A new tree row shall be planted at the outside edge of the new lanes.
AES-1(c) Entry signage shall be designed in a monument-style format,
and shall not exceed six feet in height. Lighting necessary for such
signage shall be creatively shielded to direct light pools.
AES-1(d) The Master Plan of lighting shall deal specifically with the
treatment of the Camarillo Drive and the Santa Barbara Avenue extension,
as well as any proposed nighttime lighting of play fields. Ultimate design
shall consider leaving Camarillo Drive and the Santa Barbara Avenue
extension unlit. If lighting is required by California State University lighting
standards, it is recommended that bollard-style or splash lighting of street
surface areas shall be employed. Under no circumstances shall lighting
standards exceed 20 feet, and lighting shall not be permitted to exceed 1
foot-candle at a distance greater than 50 feet from the roadway perimeter.
AES-1(e) If nighttime lighting of the recreational fields is required, lighting
standards shall be of such a design as to not generate light pools in
excess of 1 foot-candle at a distance of 100 feet from the field area.
AES-1(f) If nighttime lighting of the recreational fields is required, tree row
perimeter landscaping of the fields shall be incorporated into the design
such that mature canopies would interrupt light pools from spilling offsite
along the Potrero Road corridor. Evergreen species whose canopies are
tall and broad shall be specified.
AES-1(g) Buildings and facilities built along the Potrero Road edge of the
core campus area shall be set back from the Potrero Road right-of-way a
minimum of 40 feet. Heights of any building within 100 feet of the Potrero
Road right-of-way shall be limited to 30 feet.
AES-1(h) Highly reflective façade building materials such as glass or
polished metals shall not be allowed to exceed 20 percent of the façade
areas visible to Potrero Road travelers.
AES-1(i) Parking structure design shall incorporate buffering features
(landscaping, half-walls on parking decks) to minimize glare and lighting
from vehicles to viewers on Potrero Road.

AES-1(j) The landscape plan for the Potrero Road parking structures shall
specify that a minimum of 30% of the façade views shall be interrupted
from Potrero Road viewing locations with landscaping.
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AES-1(k) Landscaping within the Potrero Road viewshed shall, when
feasible, incorporate existing trees into the new design. When they must
be removed, trees should be either relocated or replaced at a 1:1 ratio
with tree species of a like variety to those being removed.
AES-2 The aesthetic condition of
the subject site would be altered
though building demolition,
construction of new buildings and
roadways and landscaping during
the life of the Master Plan.

AES-2(a) All new structures shall be limited to four levels and 60 feet in
parapet height. Building design plans shall incorporate design details as
recommended by the campus master plan architect to minimize bulk and to
ensure design compatibility with campus structures. Design features to be
considered in the design of buildings and building complexes shall include:
x Incorporation of courtyards and plazas;
x Perimeter landscaping along façades;
x Massing, rooflines, and facade materials that complement the core
campus design;
x Setback of third and fourth stories; and
x Use of arcades, colonnades, and cupolas.
AES-2(b) Site lines of new structures in the core campus area shall orient to
the grid pattern established by the existing design. Sight lines of visually
prominent features such as the central cupola, Round Mountain, and
surrounding ridgelines shall be considered in the design of new buildings.
AES-2(c) All parking structures shall be limited to three levels and 30 feet in
parapet height.

AES-2(d) All mature trees with trunk measurements of 6” or greater when
measured 4.5 feet above the ground shall be incorporated into site design
when feasible. If their removal is required for the construction of new
structures, roadways, or parking areas, they shall be replaced at a one-forone ratio with a like species or moved to a suitable location. Planting
locations shall be determined by a qualified landscape architect in
consultation with the building architect.
AES-2(e) New roadways connecting the core campus area to Lewis Road
and the northeast quadrant to Camarillo Drive shall be designed as two lane
facilities, with four lane roads separated by a landscaped median. Lane
widths shall be specified to the minimum of the standard to minimize the
paved area.
AES-2(f) New roadways connecting the core campus area to Lewis Road
and the northeast quadrant to Camarillo Drive shall be landscaped with trees
of a type and spacing pattern equivalent to that which exists along Camarillo
Drive.
AES-2(g) All surface parking areas shall include a minimum of 15%
landscaped area, and shading shall cover a minimum of 35% of the surface
area when trees are 10 years of age. Landscaping shall be compatible in
design with the existing landscape treatment, as determined by the Master
Plan landscape architect. In order to provide visual relief, glare reduction,
and shade, large-canopy trees planted in an orchard siting arrangement are
recommended. Pedestrian amenities shall be incorporated into the surface
lot areas, including but not limited to textured paving at aisle crosswalks,
walkways through parking aisles, bollard-style lighting, and seating areas.

AES-2(h) Residential development in the east and northeast quadrants shall
incorporate design principles accepted by the New Urbanism school,
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characterized by:
x Narrow, traffic-calmed street design;
x Pedestrian and transit-friendly circulation system design;
Mix of uses that accommodates basic needs on-site; and Human-scaled
design.
AES-3(a) Illumination of all parking areas should be accomplished in a
manner that minimizes spillage of light canopies away from the lit area.
Light standards shall be designed to achieve one (1) foot-candle at the
property line, considering weather conditions.
AES-3(b) Overhead lighting fixtures to light roads and parking areas shall
not exceed 20 feet in height.
AES-3(c) Top decks of parking structures shall be illuminated with floormounted bollards or half-wall mounted fixtures to provide splash lighting to
the parking surface areas. Bollards shall not exceed six feet in height.

AIR QUALITY
Effect
AQ-1 Project construction would
result in temporary increases in
air pollutant emissions.

Mitigation Measures
The CSU includes standard construction mitigation measures in all of their
construction contracts. The following Ventura County APCD
recommended measures should be included within these construction
contracts.
AQ-1(a) Dust Control Measures:
Dust generation produced during grading and construction activities shall
be controlled by the following activities:
x

x

x

x
x

x

x

Throughout grading and construction operations, fugitive dust
shall be controlled with the use of water trucks generally at least
three times per day (except immediately after rainfall). If
available, reclaimed water from Camrosa Water District shall be
used.
All exposed soil areas, including unpaved on-site roadways and
material stock piles shall be watered and/or treated with APCD
approved Soil Stabilization materials and roll compacted unless
recent rainfall provides sufficient dust control. Completed
grading shall be monitored weekly for dust stabilization.
All trucks exporting fill from the site shall use tarpaulins to cover
the load in compliance with State Vehicle Code Section 23114.
Material transported on-site shall be sufficiently watered or
secured to prevent fugitive dust.
All construction traffic on-site along dirt roads shall be limited to
15 miles per hour or less.
APCD-approved soil stabilizers, such as water and roll
compaction, Magnesium Chloride additives (DUST-OFF or DTC
or equivalent) shall be applied to portions of the construction site
that are inactive for over four days.
During periods of high winds (i.e., wind speed exceeding 20 mph
averaged over one hour), all clearing, grading, earth moving, and
excavation operations shall be curtailed to the degree necessary
to prevent fugitive dust from the project site from becoming a
nuisance or hazard. The Site Superintendent shall use his/her
discretion in conjunction with the Ventura County APCD in
determining when winds exceed 20 mph averaged over one
hour.
Streets shall be swept at the end of each day during construction
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x

if visible soil material is carried over to adjacent roads.
Employees involved in grading operations shall be advised to
wear face masks during dry periods to reduce inhalation of dust.

AQ-1(b) Ozone Precursor Control Measures:
x
x
x
AQ-2 Operational emissions
would exceed APCD significance
thresholds for ROG and NOx.

Equipment engines should be maintained in good condition and
in proper tune as per manufacturer’s specifications;
Lengthen construction periods during the smog season so as to
minimize the number of vehicles and equipment operating
simultaneously; and
Use new technologies to control ozone precursor emissions as
they become available.

AQ-2(a) The university shall implement a Trip Reduction Program that
would include campus van and car pools. All on-site vans or buses shall
be electric powered or shall run on clean fuels. The Trip Reduction
Program shall be evaluated annually by University transportation officials
and modified as necessary to achieve reasonably feasible trip reduction
benefits. The Trip Reduction Program shall be initially designed
considering the following optional strategies:

Ridesharing
x
Carpool/vanpool match
x
preferential parking for carpools and vanpools
x
financial subsidies or rewards to carpool/vanpool/buspool
passengers including drivers *
x
employer-sponsored vanpools *
x
carpool/vanpool/buspool operating subsidies, e.g. insurance,
fuel, maintenance, etc. *

Transit
x
subsidized bus passes for students *
x
work site ticket sales
x
financial subsidies/rewards to transit users, e.g. Commuter
CheckTM *
x
transit route maps and schedules on-site
x
shuttle transit line (employer-sponsored or subsidized) *
x
work with VCTC to extend VISTA bus service onto campus
Trip Elimination
x
distance learning/satellite education centers
x
consolidated/coordinated scheduling of classes
Parking Management
x
reduced parking rates for carpools and vanpools only
x
preferential parking for clean fuel vehicles
x
campus parking pricing scheme to reduce vehicle trips where
consistent with CSU fee policies
x
enhanced trip reduction efforts on forecast criteria pollutant
exceedance days
x
financial subsidies/rewards for clean vehicles used for employee
commute trips including carpool and vanpool vehicles *
x
assistance to employees in locating their home residence closer
to the work site and/or along transit routes
California State University Channel Islands

California State University Channel Islands
2009 Facilities Projects Supplemental EIR

APPENDIX E - Summary of Environmental Impacts and
Mitigation Measures from 2004, 2000, and 1998 EIRs
x

trip reduction measures to reduce non-employee vehicle trips to
the work site, e.g. busing for student populations, delivery trips,
etc.

* The financial feasibility of these optional strategies are reliant on funding
that would be dependent upon availability and allocation of parking citation
revenue available to CSUCI for alternative transportation.
AQ-2(b) The university shall reduce NOx and ROG emissions produced
by project related trips by subsidizing bus passes for students and
employees at the site.
AQ-2(g) The university shall convert onsite maintenance vehicles to
electric power or clean fuels (such as compressed natural gas). Golf carts
if used at the golf course shall all be electric powered.
AQ-2(c) Structures shall be oriented to facilitate the use of passive solar
energy.
AQ-2(d) The U.S. Department of Energy is currently leading an effort to
place one million solar energy systems on the roofs of buildings and
homes across the United States by the year 2010. The California State
University should investigate federal grants and other programs that will be
used to initiate sales of solar energy systems for applicability to site
facilities.
AQ-2(e) On-site landscaping shall be designed so as to provide natural
cooling and minimize the costs associated with upkeep by reducing the
need for maintenance and reducing the need for motorized lawn care
equipment.
AQ-2(f) All new structures on-site shall be designed to exceed California
Code of Regulations, Title 24 energy standards by at least 20%.

BIOLOGY
Effect

Mitigation Measures

BIO-1 Buildout of the proposed
Campus Master Plan would
reduce the amount of plant and
wildlife habitat available at the
site. Substantial decreases in
locally and regionally significant
biologically sensitive communities
would also occur.

BIO-1(a) The open space portions of the Campus Master Plan shall be
managed by the University to maintain its biological resources, and Round
Mountain shall also be managed as a cultural resource. Prior to any
construction, vegetation clearing, or other change in the natural
characteristics of this area, the University shall consult with the Biology
Department regarding the biological consequences and any recommended
procedures.
BIO-1(b) Wetland habitats lost as a result of the construction of the north
residential access road or the conversion of the debris basin shall be
replaced through the establishment of new wetland within the detention
basins that would be needed for the site.
BIO-1(c) The CSU shall post signs prohibiting indiscriminate access into
the surrounding hillsides. Such signage shall be included with those
marking the location of designated trails. Warning signs regarding the
presence of rattlesnakes shall similarly be posted.
BIO-1(d) The CSU shall prepare a landscaping plan for the open space
buffers between the developed portions of the site and native open space
vegetation. This landscaping plan shall contain a palette that is
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appropriate to ensure compatibility between the landscaped areas and the
native plants while maintaining the historical landscaping palette present
within the developed portions of the site. Those plants known to be
invasive species shall be excluded from the landscaping palette.
BIO-3 Build-out of the Campus
Master Plan may affect sensitive
fish and wildlife resources at the
site.

BIO-3 Removal of potential raptor nest trees should be limited to the time
period between September 1 to January 31. Alternatively, prior to any
trees being removed during the raptor nesting season, a survey for active
nests shall be conducted by a qualified biologist at the site two weeks prior
to any scheduled tree removal. If active nests are located, then all
construction work must be conducted at least 500 feet from the nest until
the young have fledged and are independent of the adults.

BIO-5 Development within the
project site is located adjacent to
native vegetation that has a high
potential for wildfire. Fuel
modification zones and wildfire
suppression efforts can alter the
diversity of the vegetation in the
long term.

BIO-5 Those buildings located within 100-feet of undisturbed coastal sage
scrub shall have automatic fire sprinklers installed under the eaves facing
the brush and shall be landscaped such that no shrubs or trees occur
under the eaves or within 10 feet. No landscaping conifer, eucalyptus,
cypress, juniper, acacia, or palm trees may be located on the building side
exposed to natural brush.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Effects

Mitigation Measures

C-1 Project construction could
expose previously unknown,
buried cultural resources within
the Campus Master Plan area
and along future road expansions.

C-1 Should unanticipated cultural resource remains be encountered during
construction or land modification activities, work must stop, and the
University shall contact an archaeologist to provide a qualified assessment
of the nature, extent and possible significance of any cultural remains. If
significant resources are encountered or inadvertently damaged, the
University shall implement the recommendations of the archaeologist with
respect to documenting and safeguarding the resource, and restoring or
repairing any damaged artifacts or resources.

C-3 Development within the
project site would demolish some
structures and may otherwise
alter the historical relationships
sand physical characteristics of
historic resouces associated with
the Camarillo State
Developmental Hospital.

C-3(a) The University shall adaptively reuse the laundry facility as part of
the West Campus, if feasible. If not feasible, historic documentation of
this resource shall be done.
C-3(b) Employee Housing Home 1 should be considered for reuse,
possibly as part of a community center or the academic enhancement
center. For this structure and the other Spanish Colonial Revival styled
employee housing buildings, the University shall prepare a detailed report
regarding the structures that includes: photographic documentation;
detailed architectural drawings if they do not already exist; additional
historical research into early photographs; and aspects of construction.
C-3(c) The CSU will continue to consult with the State Historic
Preservation Officer for individual adaptive reuse building rehabilitation
projects.

GEOLOGY
Effects
GEO-1 Future seismic events
could produce median ground
accelerations up to about 0.53 g
on the site.

Mitigation Measures
GEO-1(a) Building-specific seismic studies shall be required for new
University structures. These studies will determine the applicable
standards to be implemented per CSU standards. Mitigation measures
identified within these site specific studies shall be implemented for new
construction.
GEO-1(b) Seismic design for proposed buildings of four stories or more in
height, or 6,000 square feet or more in ground level floor space, shall be
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reviewed by a licensed structural engineer.

GEO-1(c) Those buildings or structures requiring a permit from the County
shall be designed to meet County criteria and be inspected by County
building inspectors.
GEO-2 Future seismic events
could result in liquefaction of soils
beneath the site.

GEO-2 A geotechnical study shall be prepared for those areas proposed
for new structural development. This report shall include an analysis of
the liquefaction potential of the underlying materials. If the site is
confirmed to be in an area prone to seismically-induced liquefaction,
suitable measures shall be proscribed and implemented.

GEO-3 Soil stability conditions to
landslides, debris flows, or rock
falls exist within the Campus Plan
area.

GEO-3 A geotechnical evaluation shall be prepared to assess the stability
of slopes adjacent to new structures proposed in the area of the former
powerhouse when Phase 3 expansion is planned. This evaluation shall
determine the potential for adverse soil stability and discuss appropriate
mitigation techniques, primarily setting structures back sufficiently from the
slope to avoid problems.

GEO-4 Soil conditions leading to
subsidence could result from the
removal of underlying support (oil,
gas, or water) or during strong
ground shaking.

GEO-4(a) A geotechnical evaluation shall be required prior to site
development. This report shall address the potential for static and
seismically-induced soil subsidence. All recommended mitigation
measures necessary to reduce this impact shall be implemented.
GEO-4(b) If a structure is identified to be in a high soil subsidence zone as
a result of the geotechnical report, foundations shall be designed by a
structural engineer to withstand the existing conditions, or the site shall be
graded in such a manner as to mitigate the potential impact.

HYDROLOGY
Effects

Mitigation Measures

HYD-1 Capacity of the drainage
system within the campus core is
exceeded during the 10-year
frequency storm event.

No significant residual effects associated with flooding within the
campus core.

HYD-2 The parking garages
developed during Phase 3 of
campus growth are located in
areas that are used for storm
water detention and may be
subject to the 100-year flood.

HYD-2(a) A hydrology study shall be prepared for the proposed parking
garage on the northwest end of the campus core. Drainage design for the
9-acre parking structure shall re-route storm flows such that local peak
flows are not increased and no additional flooding is created by the new
drainage system. This may include delivery of flood flows into the
Calleguas Creek system prior to the peak event, or the routing of storm
flows into a suitably sized detention or retention basin.
HYD-2(b) A hydrology study shall be prepared for the two southern
parking garages as part of the drainage design. Such design shall include
provisions for on-site retention if necessary to avoid offsite flooding
problems along Potrero Road.

HYD-3 Expansion of residential
uses in the East Campus would
result in storm water flows that
exceed the existing drainage
system capcity.

HYD-3(a) Design and construct one or more detention basins within the
residential and recreation/open space zones to reduce the postdevelopment peak discharge to pre-development discharge rates.
HYD-3(b) If the golf course design converts the existing debris basin, an
appropriately sized debris basin shall be located within other portions of
the golf course along the main Long Grade Canyon channel.

HYD-3(c) Additional connections of drainage systems to the Long Grade
Canyon channel within the site will require the preparation of a hydrology
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study to be submitted to the Ventura County Flood Control District.
HYD-4 The Campus Master Plan
could result in the runoff of
various pollutants that would
cumulatively effect local
drainages and subsurface
aquifers.

HYD-4(a) The University shall require the contractor for each new facility
subject to NPDES requirements to prepare a SWPPP containing specific
Best Management Practices to be instituted during site construction.
HYD-4(b) Construct oil and grease traps within catch basins for the
parking lots and/or construct perimeter infiltration trenches. The catch
basin shall include a trap that prevents floatables from discharging with
the drainage water.
HYD-4(c) The University shall limit the use of pesticides and inorganic
fertilizers applied to the landscaping to those quantities necessary to treat
specific problems.

HYD-5 Decrease in the quality of
surface water and groundwater
associated with change in land
use to golf course.

HYD-5(a) A Best Management Practices Plan and Integrated Pest
Management Plan shall be prepared for implementation by the golf course
operator. The purpose of both plans would be to reduce the use of
harmful chemicals onsite, and to reduce the potential offsite movement of
high concentrations of sediment, salts, excessive nutrients, and
chemicals.
HYD-5(b) The golf course shall be designed to include drainage swales
and detention basins to collect and filter pollutants.
HYD-5(c) A groundwater monitoring well shall be installed by the golf
course operator at the point where golf course drainage flows to receiving
channels. The wells must meet the minimum requirements of Bulletin 7490 (California Well Standards) and the Ventura County code. The wells
shall be sampled by the operator on a quarterly basis for a minimum of
three years, and then semi-annually for at least an additional seven years
for a total of 10 years, with the sampling reports sent to the CSUCI and
the Regional Water Quality Control Board. At the end of ten years, the
data shall be analyzed to determine if there is a need to continue the
monitoring. Constituents sampled for will include nitrate, phosphate and
any pesticides applied to the golf courses. An initial well sample shall be
taken at completion of grading, but before the installation of landscape
vegetation.
HYD-5(d) Surface water samples shall be taken within all drainages
immediately downstream of golf course facilities at periods to be
determined by the Best Management Practices Plan, but not more than
quarterly. The samples shall be examined for nitrate and phosphate
content, and any pesticides applied to the golf courses. Sampling reports
shall be sent by the operator to the CSUCI and the Regional Water Quality
Control Board.

LAND USE
Effect

Mitigation Measures

LU-3 The amphitheater proposed
at the adjacent regional park site
may create long-term conflicts
with on-site residential uses.

LU-3 The University shall require that the developer of the residential units
in the northern end of the East Campus include a disclosure notice in the
lease/purchase agreements regarding the potential for nuisance noise
problems associated with the amphitheater.

LU-5 Project implementation
could directly convert up to an
estimated 11.6 acres of prime
farmland.

LU-5 Whenever feasible, Camarillo Drive and the Santa Barbara extension
for the University site shall be aligned so as to avoid adjacent farmland.
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NOISE
Effects

Mitigation Measures

N-1 Demolition of existing
facilities and construction of new
facilities on the campus could
cause temporarily high noise
levels.

Occasionally high nuisance noise levels during construction
periods.

N-2 The proposed Camarillo
Regional Park amphitheater
would generate sound levels
during concerts that would cause
nuisance noise impacts to existing
and proposed residential units in
the East Campus.

N-2(a) The University shall not accept the Noise Abatement Plan for the
amphitheater operations until the following are included:
x
Curfew for performances of 10:00 pm,
x
Established limits for “maximum” or “peak noise levels,”
x
Enforceable monetary penalties for non-compliance with
standards, and
x
Development of a permanent sound system with sound limiting
equipment.
N-2(b) Residences within the northern portion of the on-site residential
zone shall include the following:
x
Air conditioning or a mechanical ventilation system that will allow
doors and windows to remain closed
x
Double-paned glass on all windows
x
Windows and sliding glass doors mounted in low air infiltration
rate frames (0.5 cfm or less)
x
Solid core exterior doors with perimeter weather stripping and
threshold seals
Building wall construction capable of attenuating exterior noise by 25 dBA
Ldn.

N-3 Project traffic would generate
noise levels that could affect
sensitive receptors along Lewis
Road and Cawelti Road.

N-3 Rubberized asphalt paving material should be used for any repaving
of roads affected by project and cumulative traffic.

PUBLIC SERVICES
Effects
PS-2 Proposed buildout of the
CSUCI campus would generate
additional solid waste.

Mitigation Measures
PS-2(a) A long-term plan for recycling shall be developed with specific
collection goals for each recyclable material category and a method to
track quantities of materials. A source reduction plan should include such
policies as training custodial staff for recycling as part of their jobs.
PS-2(b) A source reduction plan shall be developed and integrated with a
long-term recycling plan. A source reduction plan should include
measures to eliminate single use items, encourage reuse of materials, use
of more durable materials, and eliminate unnecessary usage. Use of
reusable mugs and drink discounts have been shown to reduce the solid
waste stream significantly (by as much as 30% at University of Colorado).
PS-2(c) The University shall promote the use of materials with recycled
material content in them such as paper products. Disposable products that
are used should be made of materials that can be easily collected on
campus and recycled. For example, the plastics that are marked with
numbers “1” or “2” are more readily recyclable than those plastic products
marked with higher numbers.
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PS-2(d) As part of the construction and demolition contracts, the
University shall require that contractors purchase and utilize materials with
a recycle content during the construction of University facilities.
PS-2(e) The University shall prepare and implement an organics recycling
plan which would identify methods of recycling or reducing green waste
collected from the project site through mulching or small-scale composting
activities. Space allocation for on-site mulching and composting activities
should be provided at the facilities maintenance yard. Any composting
shall meet recent new standards concerning the control of pathogens.

TRAFFIC
Effects

Mitigation Measures

T-1 Development of Phase 1 of
the Campus Master Plan would
result in the addition of 14,484
ADT to the roadways adjacent to
the site, which would impact the
operation of several existing twolane segements. This represents
a net increase of 5,178 trips over
the traffic that would be generated
by the existing State Hospital
Facility.

T-1(a) Lewis Road. Traffic volumes on the section of Lewis Road
between Cawelti Road and Camarillo Drive would increase to 18,900 with
buildout of Phase 1. This increase in traffic would require implementation
of a 4-lane roadway section on Lewis Road between Cawelti Road and
Camarillo Drive. The section of Lewis Road north of Cawelti Road would
carry 15,200 ADT with buildout of Phase 1. This increase in traffic will require
improvements to the existing 2-lane roadway to provide adequate shoulder
areas and standard lane widths as required by the County of Ventura.
T-1(b) Camarillo Drive. Traffic volumes would increase to approximately
14,500 ADT on Camarillo Drive with Phase 1 traffic. This increase in
traffic would require signalization of the Lewis Road/Camarillo Drive
intersection and implementation of left- and/or right-turn lanes on all
intersection approaches.
T-1(c) Cawelti Road. Traffic volumes would increase to 7,400 ADT on
Cawelti Road with buildout of Phase 1 of the project. This increase in
traffic would require signalization of the Lewis Road/Cawelti Road and Las
Posas Road/Cawelti Road intersections and implementation of left- and/or
right-turn lanes on all intersection approaches. This increase in traffic will
also require improvements to the existing 2-lane roadway to provide
adequate shoulder areas and standard lane widths, as required by the
County of Ventura.

T-2 Development of Phase 1 of
the project would generate 1,343
A.M. peak hour trips and 1,327
P.M. peak hour trips, which would
impact several of the study-area
intersections. This represents a
net increase of 769 A.M. and 821
P.M. trips over the traffic which
would be generated by re-use of
the existing State Hospital facility.

T-2(a) Las Posas Road/U.S. 101 SB Ramps. The following lanes would
be required.
NB: 2 Thru, 1 Thru/Right, 1 Right
SB: 1 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Right
EB: 2 Left, 1 Left/Thru, 2 Right
WB: I Left, 2 Right
T-2(b) Las Posas Road/Pleasant Valley Road. This location is forecast
to operate at LOS D during the peak commute periods. LOS D is
considered acceptable by the City for short time periods. Mitigations are
therefore not recommended.
T-2(c) Lewis Road/Daily Drive. The following lanes would be required.
NB: 1 Left, 2 Thru
SB: 2 Thru, 1 Right
EB: 1 Left, 1 Right
T-2(d) Lewis Road/Ventura Blvd. This location is forecast to operate at
LOS D during the peak commute periods. LOS D is considered
acceptable by the City for short time periods. Mitigations are therefore not
recommended.
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T-2(e) Lewis Road/Pleasant Valley Road. The following lanes would
be required.
NB: 1 Left, 1 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
SB: 1 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Right
EB: 2 Left, 1 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
WB: 1 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Right
T-2(f) Santa Rosa Road/U.S. 101 NB Ramps. This location is forecast to
operate at LOS D during the peak commute periods. LOS D is considered
acceptable by the City for short time periods. Mitigations are therefore not
recommended.

T-2(g) Santa Rosa Road/U.S. 101 SB Ramps. The following lanes
would be required.
NB: 1 Left, 1 Thru/Right
SB: 1 Left, 1 Left/Thru, 1 Right
EB: 2 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
WB: 1 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Right
T-3 Buildout of the Campus
Master Plan would result in the
addition of 36,535 ADT to the
roadways adjacent to the site.
This represents a net increase of
27,229 ADT over the traffic that
would be generated by the
existing State Hospital Facility.

The following mitigation measures would address cumulative impacts to
roadway network intersections, of which the proposed project is a part.
T-3(a) U.S. Highway 101. Widen to 10 lanes within the Camarillo area. It
is noted that the need for this widening would be generated as a result of
buildout in the Ventura County area and would be required with or without
Campus Master Plan traffic.
T-3(b) Pleasant Valley Road. Widen to 4 lanes between Lewis Road and
the existing 4-lane section in the City of Camarillo.
T-3(c) East 5th Street. Widen to 4 lanes from Pleasant Valley Road to
Oxnard.
T-3(d) Lewis Road. Widen to 4 lanes from U.S. Highway 101 to south of
the University.
T-3(e) Cawelti Road. Widen to 4 lanes from Las Posas Road to Lewis
Road.
T-3(f) Las Posas Road. Widen to 6 lanes from U.S. Highway 101 to
Pleasant Valley Road and to 4 lanes south of Pleasant Valley Road.
T-3(g) Camarillo Drive. Widen to 4 lanes between the campus and Lewis
Road, or provide for four lanes on the Santa Barbara Avenue extension
between the campus and Lewis Road. CSUCI may determine in the
future that the Santa Barbara Avenue extension should be the primary
access to the campus, depending on ultimate campus layout. In the
interim, the Santa Barbara Avenue extension should be constructed to 2
lanes and signage should be in place to direct traffic to its use.

T-4 Buildout of the Campus
Master Plan would result in the
addition of 3,438 A.M. and 3,321
P.M. peak hour trips ot the
intersections in the study area.
This represents a net increase of
2,880 A.M. and 2,799 P.M. peak
hour trips over the traffic which

The following mitigation measures would address cumulative impacts to
roadway network intersections, of which the proposed project is a part.
T-4(a) Las Posas Road/Pleasant Valley Road. The following lanes
would be required.
NB: 1 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
SB: 1 Left, 1 Thru, 1 Thru/Right, 1 Free Right EB: 2 Left, 1 Thru, 1
Thru/Right
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would be generated by the
existing State Hospital facility.

WB: 1 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Right
th
T-4(b) Las Posas Road/5 Street. The following lanes would be
required.
NB: 1 Left, 1 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
SB: 1 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
EB: 2 Left, 1 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
WB: 1 Left, 1 Thru, 1 Thru/Right

T-4(c) Lewis Road/Pleasant Valley Road. The following lanes would be
required
NB: 1 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Right
SB: 1 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Right
EB: 2 Left, 1 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
WB: 2 Left, 1 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
T-4(d) Santa Rosa Road/U.S. 101 NB Ramps. The following lanes
would be required
NB: 1 Left, 1 Left/Right, 1 Right
EB: 3 Thru, 1 Right
WB: 2 Thru, 1 Thru/Right, 1 Right
T-4(e) Santa Rosa Road/U.S. 101 SB Ramps. This location is forecast
to operate at LOS D during the peak commute periods. LOS D is
considered acceptable by the City for short time periods. Mitigations are
therefore not recommended.
T-4(f) Pleasant Valley Road/Pancho Road. This location is forecast to
operate at LOS D during the peak commute periods. LOS D is considered
acceptable by the City for short time periods. Mitigations are therefore not
recommended.
T-4(g) Camarillo Drive/Lewis Road. Signalize intersection.
T-4(h) Las Posas Road/Cawelti Road. Signalize intersection.
T-4(i) Lewis Road/Cawelti Road. Signalize intersection.
T-4(j) Lewis Road/Santa Barbara Avenue extension. Signalize
intersection.
T-4(k) Lewis/Hueneme Road/Potrero Road. Signalize intersection.
An alternative mitigation scenario associated with the Lewis
Road/Highway 101 interchange improvement is as follows:
T-3(d). Lewis Road. Widen to 6 lanes from US Highway 101 south to the
University entrance at Camarillo Drive.
T-3(e). Cawelti Road. Delete, widening to 4 lanes is not necessary.
T-4(a). No change from above.
T-4(b). Las Posas/5th Delete; no improvements beyond those currently
planned are needed.
New T-4(b) Lewis Road/Daily Drive. The following lanes are needed.
NB: 2 Left, 2 Thru
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SB: 2 Thru, 1 Right
EB: 2 Left, 1 Right
T-4(c). Lewis/Pleasant Valley The following lanes are needed.
NB: 1 Left, 3 Thru, 1 Right
SB: 1 Left, 3 Thru, 1 Right
EB: 2 Left, 2 Thru, 1 Right
WB: 2 Left, 1 Thru, 1 Thru/Right
T-4(d) - T-4(k). No change from above.

GROWTH INDUCEMENT
Effects
Project could remove obstacles to
growth of adjacent parcels
through the amendment of the
County General Plan regarding
the “State or Federal Facility”
designation or if connection to
infrastructure within the project
site were allowed.

Mitigation Measures
GI-1 Concurrent with its adoption of the Campus Master Plan, the
University shall recommend to the County that the General Plan land use
designation for Assessor Parcel No. 234-05-19 be changed to
“Agricultural” to reflect the existing and planned land use for this parcel.
GI-2 The University shall agree not to provide easements or land areas
for development support infrastructure (water and sewer lines, drainage
infrastructure, and general service access roads) to land areas designated
“Agricultural” or “Open Space” in the Ventura County General Plan and
that lie adjacent to the 634-acre project site.
GI-3 The University and the Site Authority shall cooperate with any viable
land conservancy that proposes to purchase land on its borders for the
purposes of agricultural land preservation, open space protection, or
habitat restoration.
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