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PURPOSE: 
To establish a clearinghouse for institutional research findings that will be coordinated by the Institutional Research, Planning and Effectiveness (IRPE) Office. This policy will create an online space where institutional research can be stored and accessed by the broader campus community for use in institution-wide decision making. 
BACKGROUND: 
Units, departments and Divisions independently conduct institutional research (evaluation, assessment and survey projects) that may be of benefit for the broader University community in terms of yielding important information for use in campus decision-making. 

These types of studies may rely on the same relatively small pool of student/faculty/staff respondents and there is a likelihood that some of the studies may overlap with similar questions.  

This policy does not affect individual faculty research projects. Rather, it only applies to studies conducted on behalf of University units, departments and Divisions for institutional purposes.  
POLICY:

Accountability: 
IRPE Office, Division Assessment Coordinators (AA.04.005), faculty and staff charged with Divisional or campus-wide assessment efforts 
Applicability: 
All units, departments and Divisions conducting institutional research
Definition(s):
Clearinghouse:  A centralized location within IRPE where institutional research is housed.  

Assessment Coordinator:  An individual appointed within a Division who is charged with overseeing the assessment efforts within that Division.
Institutional Research:  A broad category of work done by university personnel and students to inform campus decision-making, planning and reporting in areas such as access, admissions, enrollment, financial aid, student life, student success, graduation, curriculum, finance, staffing, facilities, and alumni relations.


Policy Text: 

At the end of an institutional research study, researchers are responsible for submitting to the IRPE  Office an electronic editable copy of their findings and a summary of the research including the purpose/question, a sample description, survey response rate, standard error measurement, generalizability of results and questionnaires or other data collection instruments used in the study.  Assessment Coordinators are responsible for alerting researchers in their Divisions of this requirement and ensuring this information is submitted to the IRPE Office.  The IRPE Office will maintain this campus clearinghouse and static (non-editable) results will be available for access through the IRPE website. 
�This appears to be more appropriate for the “Purpose” section and thus, I moved it to that section..  


�This section might not be applicable.  Since we are asking for the studies once they are completed, we are not really addressing the duplicative questions.  Thoughts?


�This is captured in the “policy text” section.









