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A 17-foot California condor sculpture created for Art  
Professor Matt Furmanski’s capstone class by Isela 
Munoz, ʼ19, Jenica Zeta, ʼ19, and Maria Zuart, ʼ19,  
otherwise known as “The Crazy Condor Ladies,”  
will soon soar over the Bitter Creek National Wildlife 
Refuge (BCNWR). 
	 The students partnered with the U.S. Fish and  
Wildlife Service to create the sculpture and an array  
of murals depicting native flora and fauna. Their work 
will be enjoyed by researchers, volunteers, rangers  
and staff who stay in the refuge bunkhouse.

	 The 23,572 acre BCNWR is located approximately 
two hours north of CSUCI in the Los Padres National 
Forest at Dough Flat. In 1985, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service began aquiring land in the area to conserve 
threatened and endangered plants and wildlife. 
Although the refuge provides habitat for several listed 
species, the primary goal was to preserve essential 
foraging and roosting habitat for the endangered  
California condor. Continued on page 2.

› Find images of the students’ murals
on the inside back cover.

{ On the COVER }

Artful Conservation
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BELOW The studentsʼ research photos and  
schematic drawings for the condor project.  
The sculpture will be mounted on the refugeʼs  
barn gable and will be visible from the main  
road. They are planning to have it installed  
during the spring of 2020. 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife
California Condor Recovery Program 
2018 Annual Population Status

488 World Total
312 Wild in CA, AZ/UT and Baja
188 Wild in California
176 Captive Total
 29 Captives Released into Wild

The number one cause of death for California 
condors is exposure to lead, primarily from 
lead shotgun shells or bullet fragments when 
condors feed on carcasses. Nearly every wild 
California condor will require emergency 
treatment for lead poisioning before reaching 
breeding age. Hunting with non-lead amuni-
tion and picking up microtrash are two ways 
you can help condor conservation efforts. 
www.fws.gov/cno/es/CalCondor/Condorthreats.html

http://www.fws.gov/cno/es/CalCondor/Condorthreats.html


PRESIDENTʼS MESSAGE
Reaching Higher

THE FALL SEMESTER BROUGHT WITH IT A 
renewed sense of vitality among our campus community. 
We began by learning that we were named the 9th Most 
Transformative College in the nation by Money Magazine 
and being awarded the Seal of Excelencia by Washington, 
DC-based Excelencia in Education. It is heartwarming to 
see the great work performed by our dedicated faculty and 
staff and the post-graduate success of our students recog-
nized at this level. 

Along these lines, we remain diligent and focused on our 
work in meeting the benchmarks delineated in the CSU’s 
Graduation Initiative 2025. According to the Public Policy 
Institute of California, our state will be at least 1 million 
baccalaureate degrees short of what the future workforce 
will require. Here at Cal State Channel Islands, we con-
tinue to focus on alleviating that shortfall and ensuring 
that all of our students have a timely pathway to degree 
completion. 

Using our Strategic Initiatives (Educational Excellence, 
Student Success, Capacity & Sustainability, and Inclusive 
Excellence) as a guidepost forward, our entire campus 
community is working hard to realize our goals. In the 
pages that follow you’ll learn more about the great work 
being done by our students, faculty, staff, alums and com-
munity supporters.

I hope you enjoy reading about these stories and the 
tales of hard-work and generosity that transpire in our 
community every day. On behalf of the faculty, staff and 
students of CSU Channel Islands, I wish you all a joyous 
holiday season!

Sincerely,
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Erika D. Beck, Ph.D.
President

NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE EDITOR  
We hope you enjoy our redesigned Channel  
magazine which includes a new layout, longer 
stories continued online, and expanded imagery  
to reflect our students, faculty and alumni  
accomplishments, and beauty of the campus!  
The magazine can also be found online at:  
go.csuci.edu/Channel. — Nancy Covarrubias Gill '05



{ In the NEWS }

Innovation Awards by ZOE LANCE

Associate Professor of Communication 
J. Jacob Jenkins, Ph.D., understands 
how high-impact practices help  
students meet their full potential.  
For his commitment to putting stu-
dents at the center of the educational  
experience, Jenkins received the  
2019 President’s Award for Innova-
tions in Teaching and Learning. 

The students in his service-learn-
ing courses have partnered with the 
Moorpark Chamber of Commerce  
on community initiatives, while the 
collaborative classwork model in his 
courses has given them a taste of 
what it’s like to be part of a consulting 
firm. Jenkins has also personally  
mentored more than 40 students in 

writing and submitting original research 
for publication and presentation. 

His leadership role in openCI, 
the University’s affordable learning 
solutions program, has enabled the 
first three zero-cost course material 
majors, or “Z-majors,” in the CSU and 
saved students millions of dollars in 
textbook costs. 

The President’s Innovation Awards recognize  
the significant innovation and contributions  
of faculty, students and staff in advancing  
the University’s mission and impact. 

J. Jacob Jenkins 
President’s Award for Innovations in Teaching and Learning

Professor Jenkins 
(wearing tie) with 
students from his 
Nonprofit Manage-
ment class.
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Kiki Patsch
President’s Award for Innovations in Teaching and Learning

Assistant Professor of Environmental Science & 
Resource Management, Kiki Patsch, Ph.D., instills in 
her students the importance of community engage-
ment and the relationships between geography and 
the world around us. For her work in enhancing the 
geospatial program beyond the program and into 
the wider CSUCI community, she received the 2019 
President’s Award for Innovations in Teaching and 
Learning.  

Patsch’s classes have worked with both on-campus 
partners implementing new plans for campus trash 
collection and on off-campus projects with the  
Surfrider Foundation, the National Audubon Society  
and the Ventura Land Trust.

Patsch’s deep belief in the value of 
lifelong learning has led her to beome 
the first professor in the CSU to begin 
teaching the latest in geographic 
information systems software.

http://go.csuci.edu/channel


Melissa Soriano
President’s Award for Student Innovation

Melissa Soriano has worked hard to help her peers  
succeed in and out of the classroom. Soriano was  
instrumental in organizing the 2019 STEM Social, an  
evening where hundreds of students connected with  
faculty and alumni to learn about potential career paths, 
co-curricular activities and graduate school opportuni-
ties. The chemistry student’s commitment to building 
community amongst CSUCI’s STEM students has earned 
her the inaugural President’s Award for Student Innova-
tion, which recognizes students for developing unique  
programs that contribute to the University community. 
Soriano will pursue a Ph.D. in materials chemistry.

Ricky Medrano
Staff Excellence Award

For his unparalleled work ethic and dedication to  
CSUCI, Ricky Medrano is the 2019 recipient of the Staff 
Excellence Award. As the science lab technician for 
mechatronics and computer science, Medrano keeps 
the program’s labs in top shape: the equipment is  
clean, organized and available to students and faculty 
when they need it. He has also been instrumental in 
implementing and maintaining safety procedures in  
the computer science labs. His approachability, atten-
tion to detail and quick learning abilities have made 
him an invaluable member of the program and campus 
community. 
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GO.CSUCI.EDU/CHANNEL   7

Seal of Excelencia by KIM LAMB GREGORY

CSUCI’s Early Childhood Studies 
major Adrian Uribe and 2019 Nursing 
graduate Diana Xicotencatl remem-
ber the anxiety they felt as the first in 
their families to enroll in college.

“My first month here at school 
was definitely fun, but as soon I got 
homesick, it hit me like a train,” said 
Uribe, of Santa Fe Springs.

Xicotencatl, of Santa Paula, strug-
gled to pay for college and do well 
in school.

“It was hard for me to balance 
work and school because I was 
trying to help provide for my family,” 
she said. 

Both students are now thriving, 
thanks to numerous programs 
CSUCI has in place to assist Latinx 
students, with particular focus on 
first-generation college students.

CSUCI’s commitment to supporting 
Latinx students during their journey  
through higher education this year 
earned the University the Seal of 

Excelencia from the Washington, 
D.C.-based organization Excelencia 
in Education.

CSUCI is one of only nine institu-
tions of higher learning in the nation 
and the only university in California 
to receive the designation.

“At CSUCI we are reimagining 
higher education to serve a largely 
first-generation, historically under-
served student population. We have 
benefitted greatly from the diverse 
perspectives of our Latinx students 
and their communities in ways that 
enrich the academic culture for all 
students,” said President Beck.

“If institutions aren’t effectively 
serving our Latinx students, we 
lose a vital source of talent for our 
workforce and civic leadership,” 
said Deborah Santiago, CEO of 
Excelencia.

The Educational Opportunity 
Program (EOP) for first-generation 
students was among the programs 

that helped Xicotencatl, who is now 
doing a nurse residency at Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles.

“It’s always been a 
dream for me to work  
at Children’s Hospital, 
so to get in right after I 
graduated is so exciting,” 
Xicotencatl said. 

Uribe gained his academic and 
social footing with the help of a peer 
mentor from CSUCI’s Peer Educa-
tion and Equity Programs (PEEP). 
He became a mentor himself and 
will graduate in spring of 2021 with 
plans to teach high school history 
and coach basketball.

“This program allowed me achieve 
things I never thought were possible,” 
Uribe said.

Raising the Bar
CSUCI Named a Top University for Latinx Student Success

{ In the NEWS }

http://go.csuci.edu/channel
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Student Government President Sara 
Ruiz and Vice President Isaiah Ball 
are looking forward to the slate of 
events and initiatives they have 
planned to strengthen student 
involvement. 

This fall, they ramped up another 
annual Civic Engagement Week, 
which featured a voter registration 
drive and events encouraging their 

peers to get involved in their com-
munity. They will also recruiting for 
CSUCIʼs Lobby Corps committee, a 
group of students that lobby at local, 
state and federal levels on behalf  
of their peers and the CSU. 

“We want to strengthen students’ 
commitment to civic engagement,” 
said Ruiz. “There’s a misconception 
that students aren’t committed. We 

want to keep the momentum from 
last year’s events going.”

Ruiz and Ball planned a Mental 
Health Awareness Week, collab-
orating with departments across 
campus to showcase the res-
ources and services available to 
students. They also talked about 
how to help more students take 
advantage of openCI, the Univer-
sity’s program that lowers the cost 
of course materials. They want their 
term to be defined by initiatives that 
promote Student Government’s  
visibility and role in enhancing  
student life. 

“We want to interact with other  
students and boost the University’s 
collaborative spirit,” Ball said. “You  
get the most out of your college 
experience when you have extra-
curriculars, get involved and meet 
new people. We want to make the 
best possible experience for CSUCI 
students.”

Ruiz and Ball have both been 
involved in Student Government for 
several years, holding respective  
positions as senator of social justice 
and chief justice. Ruiz, a political  
science and theatre student, and  
Ball, a communication student, have 
both found passions in activism and 
helping others. Both believe their 
student leadership has enhanced 
their college experience, and want 
others to experience the same 
transformation. 

“We are building the culture of 
CSU Channel Islands,” Ruiz said.  
“We are molding it to what we want 
the ideal CSUCI to be.”

New Student Government

Community, Collaboration and Civic Engagement
President Sara Ruiz and Vice President Isaiah Ball

by ZOE LANCE

ASI Goals for 2019/20

• Mental Health Awareness

• Voter Registration

• Government Lobby Corps

• Low-Cost Course Materials



{ In the NEWS }

by KIM LAMB GREGORYMichele Serros Collection

A skateboard, photos, hot pink high heels and the 
iconic desk where Oxnard native Michele Serros wrote 
her way to national renown are among the items now 
on display in University Hall.

After an opening exhibit in February in the John 
Spoor Broome Library Gallery, Associate Professor of 
Chicana/o Studies Jennie Luna, Ph.D., a personal friend 
of Serros, oversaw the creation of the new display in 
the east lobby of University Hall.

“It’s thematic of different parts of Michele’s life. It took  
a lot of processing and imagination in the hopes of  
honoring how Michele would have liked it,” Luna said. 

The Chicana/o writer, poet and social commentator 
died of cancer in 2015 at the age of 48. Because she 

never forgot where she came from, Serros arranged  
for CSUCI to receive all of her original manuscripts  
and personal effects after her death. 

Los Angeles artist Joe Galarza captured the images of 
Serros’ life as he painted the wall-sized display of many 
of the everyday trappings she enshrined in her writing.

“I wanted to incorporate her humor with images 
like the chicharones (pork rinds) as she posed in her 
Quinceañera dress, as well as her riding the streets of 
El Rio on her skateboard,” he said.

University Hall Exhibit
Nationally-renowned Oxnard Author/Poet Michele Serros is Honored with an Exhibit

GO.CSUCI.EDU/CHANNEL   9

› To see a time lapse video of the Serros mural in University  
   Hall (shown below) visit: go.csuci.edu/SerrosExhibit

http://go.csuci.edu/channel
http://go.csuci.edu/serrosexhibit
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{ In the NEWS }

President’s Dinner by KIM LAMB GREGORY

Farm-To-Table Feast and Innovative Projects 
Student and faculty research displays of bees, robots, 
moon jellies, dancers, and an electric pickle wowed 
guests who attended the 19th Annual President’s  
Dinner held October 5 and hosted by the CSU  
Channel Islands Foundation and Mechanics Bank.  
This year’s dinner, held under the stars at the South 
Quad of the campus, celebrated the area’s agricultural 
bounty with a custom three-course farm-to-table  
dinner prepared by CSUCI’s award-winning chefs.

Lagomarsino Award Winner
A highlight of the 19th Annual President’s Dinner 

held on October 5 was the presentation of the 2019 
Robert J. Lagomarsino award to former Wall Street 
executive turned Santa Barbara radio host Neil Kreisel. 

The award, named in honor of the Honorable Robert 
J. Lagomarsino, a former United States congressman 
and state senator who is also a longtime supporter of 
the University, is presented to an individual who or orga-
nization which has contributed to and supported CSUCI.

Kreisel and his wife of almost 50 years, Beryl, moved 
to Santa Barbara from New York 21 years ago, after 
Neil retired from a successful career on Wall Street 
and in real estate. Kreisel then taught finance at Santa 
Barbara City College and now hosts two radio shows 
on KZSB AM 1290 in Santa Barbara.

When presenting the award, President Erika D. Beck  
praised Kreisel’s advocacy, which has ranged from 
financial support to traveling to the state capital with 
Beck to stress the importance of CSUCI to state 
legislators.

When accepting the award, Kreisel gave numerous 
reasons why he supports CSUCI including its outstand-
ing faculty, affordability, interdepartmental collabora-
tion, emphasis on environmental stewardship, small 
class size, and the peer mentorship program.

“Most of these students who are first generation may 
have no idea what the word ‘matriculation’ means. They 
can’t easily read a course catalog, and don’t know how 
or are afraid to ask for help,” he said. “Each mentor is 
assigned 10 to 12 mentees. Last semester 40 mentors 
changed the lives of over 436 mentees. I call that 
great leverage.”

TITLE SPONSOR 

Mechanics Bank
DIAMOND SPONSOR

Gene Haas Foundation 
GOLD SPONSOR

Sage Publishing 
RECEPTION SPONSOR 

Montecito Bank & Trust
SILVER SPONSORS 

Harrison Industries  
Pacific Western Bank 

Union Bank
BRONZE SPONSORS

Aera Energy
Canteen of Coastal California

Elise & Bill Kearney 
Follett Higher Education Group

Leavens Ranches
Limoneira

Mill Creek Capital Advisors LLC
Ventura County Community Foundation

Ventura County Credit Union
COPPER SPONSORS

Airborne Technologies
Arnold LaRochelle Mathews VanConas  

& Zirbel LLP
California Resources Corporation
Ferguson Case Orr Paterson LLP

Gold Coast Health Plan
Mission Linen Supply Inc.

Parkstone Companies
Ventura Rental Party & Events

TABLE SPONSORS

Betsy Blanchard Chess
Esther & Tom Wachtell
JPMorgan Chase Bank

Linda Dullam

FACING PAGE CLOCKWISE Neil Kreisel accepting the Lagomarsio 
Award from President Beck; Nursing students show guests what  
it would be like for a person living with glaucoma by using a virtual 
reality simulation program; Haas Automation guests; SAGE Publish-
ing guests; Mechanics Bank guests.
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by ZOE LANCE
दोहरी भाषाA  P I O N E E R I N G  P R O G R A M  for

Dual Language Learners



िश�ण

{ FEATURE Article }

ABOVE  
Mari Estrada, Ph.D., 
Grant Writer and 
Lecturer of Early 
Childhood Studies  
at CSUCI and Co- 
Director for DLLPD
FACING PAGE 
LEFT TO RIGHT
Veronica Cerda,  
Teacher at CDC
Lourdes Zambrano, 
Teacher at CDC
Carola Oliva Olson,
Associate Professor 
of Education at CSUCI 
and Principal Investi-
gator for DLLPD
Lizelle Wulff, Program  
Quality Manager for 
DLLPD
Jennifer Escamilla,  
Site Supervisor at CDC

A  $ 1 . 1  M I L L I O N  G R A N T  AWA R D E D  TO 
two CSUCI faculty members is changing the early 
childhood education landscape in California.

A project called “Dual Language Learning 
Professional Development (DLLPD) for the 
California Early Childhood Workforce,” funded by 
the California Department of Education, focuses 
on equipping educators throughout the state with 
the skills needed to teach dual language learners 
in preschools, community organizations and other 
settings. Over 60% of children between the ages of 
birth and five in California live in a household where 
members speak a language other than English.

Associate Professor of Early Childhood Studies 
Carola Oliva Olson, Ph.D., the grant’s principal 
investigator, and Mari Estrada, Ph.D., lecturer in 
Early Childhood Studies and project co-director, 
designed the professional development model. An 
undergraduate course offered through CSUCI’s 
Extended University introduces students to current 
theory, research and policy to support dual language 
learners and effective strategies to use in the class-
room. The course is offered online and in-person, in 
both English and Spanish.

“We know that what happens in early childhood 
makes a difference for students in being successful in 
both school and life,” Oliva-Olson said. “We must 
respond to a tremendous need in the county, state 
and nation to prepare our teachers. It’s not about 
teachers becoming proficient in multiple languages, 
but the learning strategies they can use with their 
dual language learners throughout the day.”

This past spring, Oliva-Olson and Estrada 
launched a pilot online course with 20 early child-
hood educators across California.

“The pilot gave these teachers an opportunity to 
refine their classroom practices, and we were thrilled 
with the results,” Oliva-Olson said. “We have great 
momentum to roll out the program across the state.”

In the fall, they launched six simultaneous cohorts 
supported by 10 new instructors. This phase will 
support more educators in completing the course, 
and build both trainer and instructor capacity to 
advance this professional development. The excite-
ment around Oliva-Olson’s and Estrada’s work 
has extended beyond the classroom: Continuing 
Development Inc./Child Development Centers 
(CDC), which operates local and statewide early 
learning experiences, is planning to roll out their 
strategies across their agency. 

“There’s a lot of interest in the work we’re doing,” 
Estrada said. “It has also provided us with the oppor-
tunity to work closely with CSUCI faculty and staff 
to talk about the language and cultural needs of 
California’s young children. Extended University has 
been critical in making this happen and has been a 
great partnership for Early Childhood Studies and 
the School of Education.”

Over 60% of children ages 
zero to five in California  
live in a household where 
members speak a language 
other than English.

दोहरी भाषा
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{ FEATURE Article }

A day of service kicks off an ongoing partnership to reestablish a sacred Chumash site on campus.

Sat’wiwaR O A D  to    R E S T O R I N G



ISING ABOVE THE WEST SIDE OF CAMPUS, ROUND 
Mountain stands as a striking feature in the CSU Channel Islands 

landscape. From the top, it offers panoramic views of the campus, Oxnard 
plains, Camarillo, Point Mugu, and surrounding mountains and agricul-
tural fields. 

The mountain also boasts a historic identity as “Sat’wiwa” (the bluffs), a 
sacred site where the native Chumash inhabitants gathered for the winter 
solstice and set up shrines to celebrate harmony, healing, forgiveness, and 
compassion. The centuries-old tradition died out nearly 200 years ago.

On a sunny Saturday in September, 126 volunteers gathered to take the 
first step in reviving it. CSUCI students, staff, faculty, and alumni joined 
with Chumash descendants and members of the Santa Monica Mountains 
Trails Council for the inaugural Round Mountain Day of Service. Armed 
with picks, rakes, and hand tools, the volunteers began clearing a path 
to the top of the mountain. They hope to restore Sat’wiwa as a sacred 
Chumash shrine and, later, open the trail and mountaintop to the public 
as a cultural and recreational site.

For CSUCI Director of Facilities Support Raudel Bañuelos, who is also 
a Chumash elder and vice tribal chair for the Barbareño/Ventureño Band 
of Mission Indians, leading the service day was a meaningful milestone. 
He helped kick off the event by offering a Chumash blessing, burning 
sage, and sharing Sat’wiwa’s history.

R
by MARYA BARLOW

ABOVE View of Round Mountain, circa 1937, CSUCI John Spoor Broome Library Archives.
RIGHT Raudel Bańuelos performing a Chumash blessing.

{ FEATURE Article }
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“It’s an honor to be able to contribute to the campus 
in this way and involve young minds who will carry on 
this tradition,” Bañuelos said. “We want to bring back the 
shrine as a sacred site and celebrate winter solstice with 
all of the community as a yearly event. These celebrations 
are so needed in this time of disconnect and separation 
in our world.”

After spending the morning clearing overgrown brush 
from the four-foot-wide trail, volunteers returned by 
bus to campus to enjoy lunch and share reflections and 
observations.

Salvador Ambriz, a history major of Chumash descent 
from Tulare, California, found the experience deeply 
moving.

“The trail restoration event for me was a spiritual expe-
rience as well as hard work,” he said. “I felt as if it was my 
duty to help restore a sacred site of my heritage. To set foot 
on a mountain that my ancestors found sacred was a great 
honor. To have such a site on my own university campus is 
an even greater privilege for all students to enjoy.” 

Zakiyyah Willis, a fourth-year health science major from 
Sacramento, added, “I wanted to kick my semester off with 
community service. This experience further validated for 
me that promoting unity and serving others should always 
be top priorities. I feel honored being able to say I was on 
Round Mountain and assisted in restoring it.”

“To set foot on a mountain my ancestors 
found sacred was a great honor"— Salvador Ambriz

› Read more at go.csuci.edu/RoundMountain

LEFT TO RIGHT Volunteers from 
the Santa Monica Mountains  
Trails Council and CSUCI Director 
of IT Strategy, Peter Mosinskis.

16  CHANNEL MAGAZINE 

http://go.csuci.edu/roundmountain


GO.CSUCI.EDU/CHANNEL   17

http://go.csuci.edu/channel


H E L P I N G  S T U D E N T S

Find Themselves in History
J U L I A  O R N E L A S - H I G D O N

Assistant Professor of History



“I REALLY ENJOY TEACHING STUDENTS 
who are not history majors,” she said. “Sometimes 
they confess they hate history. I love the opportunity 
to change their minds.”

Ornelas-Higdon teaches courses in U.S. History, 
California History and Culture, Immigration, 
Race and Citizenship, and Narratives of Southern 

California —reaching a broad range of students from first-year Liberal 
Studies majors and future teachers to fourth-year history majors. An 
expert on agricultural labor and the California wine industry, she’s also 
completing a book that traces California winemaking from its origins in 
1769 in the Spanish mission through the end of World War I. Her work is 
supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

“California wine has this stereotype of being a product made by and for 
exclusive populations,” she said. “But when we look at the origins of the 
wine industry, it involved a diverse set of immigrants. It’s racially diverse, 
it’s working class, and it’s not as exclusive in its history as it is today. I find 
that fascinating.”

Ornelas-Higdon attributes her love of history to her family. Growing 
up, she was captivated by stories of her grandparents and great-grand-
parents, who migrated from Mexico to work in California as agricultural 
laborers, following crops seasonally throughout the state.

“I had never studied anything related to my family’s Mexican-American 
culture and our trajectory and personal stories,” she said. “When I got to 
college, I learned about the Bracero Program, a 1942 agreement between 
the U.S. and Mexico to send agricultural laborers into the field while 
American soldiers were fighting World War II. When I made this  

{ FEATURE Article }
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FACING PAGE Grape Harvest, Fair Oaks Rancho Photographs, Altadena, California. Circa 1885. photCL 6.
Image courtesy of The Huntington Library, San Marino, California.
TOP RIGHT Bottling Port, Fair Oaks Rancho Photographs, Altadena, CA. Circa 1885. photCL 6;
Vineyard of the Mission San Gabriel Map, San Gabriel, California, April 6, 1865. SR_Box_26(11).05.
Images courtesy of The Huntington Library, San Marino, California.
BOTTOM RIGHT Ornales-Higdonʼs grandmother (back row, center) and her family taken in Mexico in 1958 
shortly before their migration to southern California. Her two older brothers had already been working as 
braceros and agricultural workers in California for several years. Photo courtesy of Julia Ornales-Higdon.

If you’re not a history lover,  
Assistant Professor Julia Ornelas-
Higdon is happy to convert you.

by MARYA BARLOW
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connection to my own family, it blew my mind. It motivated me to go 
into the archives and find more stories about people with my own history.”

While attending Pomona College as an undergraduate student, Ornelas-
Higdon’s dedication caught the attention of a revered history professor who 
encouraged her to go to graduate school and become a professor.

“I had never considered it before,” she said. “I didn’t have role models 
in my life who were professors. For someone I respected and admired so 
much to tell me ‘you would make a great professor’ was a boost to my 
confidence. It opened up my world view. I try to keep that in mind when 
my students come in for office hours. I listen to their passions and make 
gentle suggestions.”

› Read more at: go.csuci.edu/WineHistory

The Grapes of Conquest: Race, Labor, and the 
Industrialization of California Wine, 1769-1920
Ornelas-Higdon’s upcoming book examines the evolution of winegrowing 
across three distinct political regimes (Spanish, Mexican, and American) 
through the industry’s demise after Prohibition. The monograph is an 
interethnic study of race and labor in rural California, examining how 
diverse groups, including California Indians, Mexican Californios, Chinese 
immigrants, and EuroAmericans, came together to build the wine industry.

“When we look at the origins  
of the wine industry, it involved  
a diverse set of immigrants.”

FACING PAGE CLOCKWISE  
Mission San Gabriel,  
San Gabriel, CA. Circa 1886. 
photPF 588.
Grapes on the Scales,  
Fair Oaks Rancho  
Photographs, Altadena, CA.  
Circa 1885. photCL 6;
Winemakerʼs Cottage, 
L.J. Rose Property,  
Sunny Slope Ranch  
Photographs, San Gabriel, CA. 
Circa 1880. photCL 522;
Conditions of the Sale of  
Land by the San Gabriel  
Wine Co., San Gabriel, CA.  
March 26, 1888. Box 149 (24);
Harvesting Grapes, Fair  
Oaks Rancho Photographs,  
Altadena, CA. Circa 1885.  
photCL 6.
LEFT Native American  
Children and Dwellings,  
San Gabriel, CA. Circa 1880, 
photCL 74 (582).
Images Courtesy of  
The Huntington Library,  
San Marino, CA.

http://go.csuci.edu/winehistory
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A C H  M O R N I N G  D U L C E  L O P E Z 
greets her eighth-grade students at the classroom 
door with a friendly handshake. The gesture clearly 

conveys Lopez’s enthusiasm for teaching science and  
serving as a role model for future generations.

In Anacapa Middle School’s dual-language science  
program, Lopez teaches three classes a day in Spanish and 
three in English. In her first year of teaching, she’s also 
helping develop and pilot the school’s Spanish-language 
science curriculum.

“That’s what really drew me to my position —to be able 
to teach science in my native language,” she said. “I want 
to be the science teacher I didn’t have. Going through 
my education, I never saw many people like myself repre-
sented in science. I want students in my classroom to know 
they can grow up to be anything.”

A first-generation college student from Oxnard, Lopez 
enrolled at CSUCI in 2013 as an Environmental Science 
& Resource Management (ESRM) major and quickly “fell 
in love” with environmental science education. 

“What I loved about ESRM is how hands-on it was,” 
she said. “I had opportunities to do undergraduate 
research and service-learning projects on the Channel 
Islands, in New Orleans, and in Costa Rica. Those expe-
riences really helped me set myself apart from others and 
stand out when interviewing.”

While attending CSUCI full-time, Lopez seized 
opportunities to work, teach, and conduct research. 
Among them, she held jobs as a park ranger in the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area and was a 
student assistant and STEM educator in the “Crossing 
the Channel” program, a federal grant-funded initiative 
providing classroom education, mentoring, and outdoor 
experiences on the Channel Islands for Oxnard middle 
and high school students. 

“My students inspire me each day to be a better teacher,” 
she said. “I want to provide a lot of hands-on opportuni-
ties for them to learn science by experiencing it.”

{ ALUMNI Profile }

Naturally
Inspired 

“My goal is to be the teacher I wish I had.”

Dulce Lopez  
’17 B.S. Environmental Science  
& Resource Management

by MARYA BARLOW

E 



{ ALUMNI Profile }

  

Lopez recently completed a summer  
research fellowship with the STEM 
Teacher and Researcher (STAR)  
Program, where she worked on a  
large-scale ecological restoration  
project on the Channel Islands with  
scientists from the National Park  
Service and the U.S. Geological Survey. 
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for PAYMatthew Lawler 

’10 B.A. Art

24  CHANNEL MAGAZINE 



GO.CSUCI.EDU/CHANNEL   25GO.CSUCI.EDU/CHANNEL   25

AS FOUNDER AND CEO OF SOL FORMS, INC.,  
he’s building an online platform in which brands pay  
people for their personal data and product insights. The 
technology effectively flips current ad models used by 
Google and Facebook. 

“I love advocating for the people and empowering 
them at a time when giant tech corporations have been 
just going deeper and deeper into exploitative business 
models that certainly do not have their best interests at 
heart,” Lawler said. 

While growing the start-up company, Lawler and his 
family of four decided to downsize in their personal lives. 
In September, they moved into a 350-square foot tiny 
home in Westlake Village. Lawler says his wife and busi-
ness partner, Brooke, and their two sons are excited by 
the change.

“We wanted a more simple, minimalistic life and to be 
mission-oriented and focus on our business and family 
life,” he said. 

After graduating from CSUCI in 2010 with a degree 
in Art, Lawler worked as a graphic designer, illustrator, 
and user experience designer for a variety of companies 

and nonprofits, including Volvo, Life Skills for American 
Families, and his own design firm, Matthew Lawler 
Creative. In 2017, he co-founded Thor as chief market-
ing officer, launching a startup aimed at using block-
chain technology to support the gig economy workforce 
with payments, healthcare, and retirement planning. The 
company shut down in April, amidst disputes over its 
direction.

Eager to deliver on his mission to do good through 
technology, Lawler quickly shifted efforts to Sol Forms, 
which he says will use interactive comics to generate mar-
ketplace insights. He’s currently meeting with investors 
and outlining an ambitious technology aimed at toppling 
Facebook. 

“We’re moving into a world where we’ll be able to treat 
data more like a hard asset,” he said. “Now is our chance 
to adapt new technologies to benefit people, and not just 
the largest corporations. Our platform rewards people for 
their attention, instead of exploiting them.”

› Learn more at: www.solforms.com

MATTHEW LAWLER thinks big… and small.

{ ALUMNI Profile }

FACING PAGE The Lawler family: Brooke,  
Kai (2 yrs.), Fin (4 yrs.) and Matthew. 

by MARYA BARLOW

http://www.solforms.com
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learning
{ DONOR Profile }

› Read more at: go.csuci.edu/LegacyGiving

A Legacy of Love for

› Learn more about legacy giving at: csucilegacy.org

FACING PAGE  
LEFT TO RIGHT 
BiJian Fan and  
Jerry Clifford.
ABOVE EGRET  
This kinetic sculpture  
was made by Fan from  
a sheet of Polyvinyl  
Chloride, synthetic paper, 
and thread. The motion  
of the head and tail in  
the wind brings the  
bird to life. 
ABOVE ARTICHOKE  
This is a student project 
from Fanʼs Origami Math 
Genius (OMG) class at  
the Osher Lifelong  
Learning Institute (OLLI ) 
where he uses the art  
of origami and math as  
a brain fitness tool.

by MARYA BARLOW& KIM LAMB GREGORY

J E R R Y  C L I F F O R D  A N D  B I J I A N  F A N 
don’t have any biological children, but when plan-
ning their estate, they created opportunities for doz-
ens—and potentially hundreds—of CSUCI “kids.” 

A legacy gift established by the couple this year 
will fund scholarships for CSUCI students long after 
both have passed away.

The gift reflects their deep connections to CSUCI 
as well as their own personal experiences with the 
transformative power of higher education.

“We’ve both been a part of CSUCI and feel that 
it deeply benefits the community,” said Clifford. “I 
believe in helping some of the young people who 
don’t have the opportunities I had. CSUCI’s focus 
on the local students—particularly bringing first- 
generation college students into the university and 
trying to change lives and families—is commendable. 
These families need that kind of support.”

“We want to give something that’s local, and that 
supports education,” added Fan. “I feel that as an 
immigrant, I really benefited from my education.”

Both semi-retired, Clifford and Fan actively 
serve as instructors and participants in the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI), part of CSUCI’s 
Extended University, which offers university-quality 
classes for students ages 50+.

Clifford, a research scientist and educator, joined 
CSUCI in 2004 as a lecturer in physics and astron-
omy, after Fan’s job as a biotech engineer at Amgen 
brought the couple to Ventura County. Born in 
Chicago, Clifford earned his undergraduate degree 
in physics from Lawrence University and a Ph.D. 
in nuclear physics from Iowa State University. He 
became an Air Force officer, taught at the Air Force 

Academy in Colorado Springs, and later worked in 
the office of the Secretary of Defense at the Pentagon. 

In 1980, after moving to New Mexico to work at 
the Air Force Weapons Lab at Kirtland Air Force 
Base, Clifford met Fan in a hiking club. They have 
been together ever since, and were among the first 
same-sex couples to legally marry in Ventura in 2008. 

Fan grew up in Xi’an, China, where he earned 
his bachelor’s degree and became a mathematics 
faculty member at Jiao Tong University. He 
came to the U.S. in 1989 with two bags and 
$75, and completed his Ph.D. in mechanical 
engineering at Texas A&M with the help of 
a graduate teaching assistantship and a $300 
loan from a professor. After retiring from a 
career as a biotechnology engineer with Merck and 
Amgen, Fan launched a second career as an interna-
tionally recognized sculptor, visual artist, and edu-
cator. He shares his passion with students at OLLI, 
integrating his background in art and science in 
courses including “Origami Memory Gymnastics,” 
“The Science of Acupuncture,” and “Train your Brain: 
Mental Fitness for Life.”

“We feel strongly about CSUCI’s commitment 
not just to undergraduate students, but also the 
region’s senior citizens who are intellectually curious 
and want to be involved with a university,” Clifford 
said. “Many seniors, once they get out of work, have 
relatively little social interaction, so they build social 
networks. When we start fall classes, it’s like kinder-
garten, the OLLI students are so excited to see their 
friends again.”

GO.CSUCI.EDU/CHANNEL   27
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WO PROMINENT EXECUTIVES BORN AND RAISED  
in Ventura County are the new co-chairs of the CSUCI Planned 
Giving Advisory Council (PGAC). The PGAC promotes and 

encourages legacy gifts to the University as a way to support CSUCI 
students and deepen the University’s impact on the region. 

Louie Valdez is Managing Director of Investments at Wells Fargo 
Advisors in Westlake Village. He grew up in Thousand Oaks, where his 
family opened one of the city’s first restaurants, Casita Valdez, in 1958. 
Valdez, a Certified Financial Planner, holds a bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics from CSU Northridge and a master’s degree from the College for 
Financial Planning.

“I was fortunate to be the first in my family to attend public university 
and it was an important first step in my professional development,” said 
Valdez. “Since my family has been in the Conejo Valley for many years, I 
feel the importance of supporting our local university. When you walk onto 
the CSUCI campus, there is a sense of belonging to something special.”

Jonathan Johnen, a partner and co-owner of Farr Johnen & Associates 
in Ventura and Santa Barbara, is a Certified Financial Planner specializ-
ing in life, disability, and long-term care insurance. Born and raised in 
Camarillo, he earned a bachelor’s degree in business economics in 2006 
from University of California, Santa Barbara.

“Through the PGAC, we are able to help the University with advancing 
educational programs, create opportunity, and most importantly help 
take care of the students,” said Johnen. “I was very fortunate to have great 
mentors throughout my life, and I feel that joining the PGAC has offered 
me a small way to honor them.”

As PGAC co-chairs, Valdez and Johnen lead other successful advisors 
and provide guidance on how to work together to support CSUCI and its 

students. They offer advice on financial strategies for the University 
as well as to donors and supporters.

“We are so fortunate to welcome Louie and Jonathan 
as co-chairs of our PGAC,” said Director of Planned 
& Major Gifts Grace Robinson. “Because both were 
supported at critical times in their own educational 
journeys, they know the importance of securing a  
legacy for our students.”

{ DONOR Profile }
2018-19 

California State University Channel Islands

Foundation Annual Report
by MARYA BARLOW

A Hometown  
Connection
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ABOVE Casita Valdezʼs wagon in 
the Conejo Valley Days Parade, circa 
1965. Trying not to fall in the puddle, 
Jonathan Johnen carefully balances 
on two soccer balls for this senior 
year photo at Rio Mesa High School.
BELOW LEFT TO RIGHT  
Jonathan Johnen and Louie Valdez.

T

› Learn more about legacy giving at: csucilegacy.org
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2018-19 
California State University Channel Islands

TOTAL DOLLARS 
RAISED

$3,878,318

Foundation Annual Report

889
ALUMNI  
DONORS

ENDOWMENT 
GROWTH

As of June 30

2019  $16,049,730
2018  $15,718,002
2017  $15,136,855
2016  $12,831,165
2015  $13,102,442

DONOR IMPACT 
A Capital Improvements	 $1,113,135
B Student Stipends	 $844,569
     and Scholarships
C Unrestricted	 $697,054
D Academic Programs	 $471,463  
E Other Restricted	 $451,247 
F Research	 $300,850

	 Total  $3,878,318

DONOR GROUPS
A Other Individuals 	 $2,669,352 
B Corporations 	 $529,101
C Foundations 	 $325,531
D Other Organizations 	 $324,371
E Alumni 	 $22,615
F Parents 	 $7,348

	 Total  $3,878,318

1,577
INDIVIDUAL  

DONORS

FOUNDATION 
BOARD
George Leis, Chair

Lois Rice, Vice Chair

Christopher Meissner, 2019 Secretary

Emilio Pozzi, 2018 Secretary

Ysabel Trinidad, Treasurer 
Erika D. Beck, University President

Selenne Bañuelos, Faculty Representative

Shenley Diaz, Student Representative

Ted Bagley
Edward Birch 
Betsy Blanchard Chess*
Charles “Chuck” Cohen
Henry Dubroff
Linda Dullam
Hakan Edstrom
Christine Garvey
Betsy Grether
Mark Hartley
Sam Hishmeh*
William “Bill” Kearney
Thomas Krause
Douglas McRae
Lynda Nahra*
John Notter
Lynn Pike
Blaise Simqu
Esther Wachtell
Peter Wollons
Zohar Ziv
*Newly Elected Member

A

B

C

D

E
F
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B
C

D
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The 2018-2019 academic year was extremely productive 
for the CSU Channel Islands’ Foundation. In addition to 
raising $3.8 million in philanthropic funds, the Foundation 
welcomed several new members to its board of directors, 
including Betsy Blanchard Chess, Sam Hishmeh and Lynda 
Nahra, and celebrated the return of former board member 
Linda Dullam. 

The Foundation manages CSUCI’s endowment funds 
with the intent of generating additional income from the 
philanthropic gifts given to the University. As of June 30, 
2019, the Foundation’s Endowment had a value of $16 
million. The Endowment paid out more than $585,703 in 
2018-2019, directly supporting academic programs, student 
scholarships and student support programs such as stu-
dent research. The Foundation’s total assets at that date 
were $26.6 million.

Some of the foundation’s major initiatives this year 
included the launch of CSUCI’s Peer Mentor Ambassador 
program aimed at retaining the University’s most vulnera-
ble students and helping them persist to graduation. This 
effort was launched with the establishment of the Tipper 
Gore Award for Excellence in Peer Mentorship which will 
fund $3,500 stipends each semester for selected peer 
mentor “ambassadors” who will guide and support strug-
gling students.

The Peer Mentor Ambassador Program is already seeing  
a 96% retention rate among participating “mentees.” 

Other highlights from the year included:
› The creation of the inaugural class gift by the 2019 
graduating class. A committee formed from a student class 
project, Student Clubs & Organizations and ASI Student 
Government raised $6,890 for the campus Hot Meals 
Program benefitting students facing food insecurity. With 
support from alumni and our campus community, more than 
$13,000 was raised for Hot Meals.
› The acquisition of the Michele Serros collection con-
taining artifacts, manuscripts, books and personal effects of 
the late Chicana writer, poet and social commentator. The 
exhibit is on display in University Hall (see story on page 9).
› The first installment of a multi-million dollar legacy gift 
that will help the University build a performing arts center 
as part of its future multi-use facility.
› Top priorities for the Foundation next year include con-
tinued support for the Peer Mentor Ambassador Program, 
CSUCI’s proposed multi-use building, including the new 
performing arts center and health center, as well as building 
support for undergraduate research and creative activities.

“We hope to grow CSUCI’s philanthropic support in order 
to expand the University’s ability to provide exceptional 
and affordable higher education to the students of Ventura, 
Santa Barbara and Los Angeles Counties,” said CSUCI’s 
Vice President for Advancement Nichole Ipach. “The com-
munity support that the University has received to date has 
already served to transform the lives of our students.” 

LEGEND  *  Legacy Members     † President’s Circle     ‡ Five to Nine Years     § 10 to 14 Years     ◊ 15 to 19 Years     ° 20 Years & Above 
Every effort has been made to post a complete and accurate list. Please report errors to the Development office at 805-437-3683.

On behalf of the students, 
faculty and staff, we  
gratefully acknowledge  
the following donors.
These gifts in support of CSU  
Channel Islands were made from  
July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019.  
Every gift makes a difference  
and every donor is appreciated.  
Thank you!

 LEGACY GIVING
Jeanne Adams °
Tim Allison 
Anonymous 
Libby Barrabee ‡
Megan Bell 
Judy and Steve Block 
Jeffrey Boyle 
BiJian Fan and Jerome Clifford 
Jorge Corralejo 
Bob Darakjy 
Eileen and Mario de los Cobos 
Linda Dullam ° 
Catherine Harrington 
Nichole and Dallas Ipach §
Joyce Kennedy 
Robert Lagomarsino 

Kim Lamb-Gregory and  
	 Jeff Argabright 
Philippe Larraburu †
Terri and Mark Lisagor °
Beckie and Owen Lubow 
Thomas McKiernan 
Carole and Douglas McRae 
Pat and Rick Metheny 
Susan Part 
Louise and Neil Paton 
Phyllis Pattison 
Anna and Fletcher Pavin °
May Porter 
Dee Press and Marianne  
	 Slaughter 
Patricia Richards Dodds  
	 and Thomas Dodds 

Grace Robinson ‡
Rhonda and Donald Rodriguez 
Karen Romney 
Juan Ros 
Vicki and Richard Sharp 
Howard Smith 
Sheila and John Suarez §
Anonymous 
Barbara Thorpe Cartee °
Tina and Louis Valdez ‡
Steven Von Dollen 
Laurie and Gary Wartik
Carl and Nancy Wesely 
Kathleen Wulf 
Anonymous †
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The Year in Review



SOCIETY OF  
DISTINCTION
Amgen Foundation
Bank of America Charitable  
	 Foundation, Inc
Barbara and Steven Blois◊
Cheryl and John Broome ‡
Patricia and John Broome
Margaret Tiplady Burgess
Canteen of Coastal  
	 California
City of Camarillo
Cindi Daley
Joan and Dennis Gaiser°
Toni Gardiner
Elise and William Kearney◊
Leah and Hank Lacayo †
Robert Lagomarsino
Terri and Mark Lisagor * °
Martin V. and Martha K.  
	 Smith Foundation
Carolynn and John Nicholson
John Poe
Victoria and Bruno Pozzi
Rabobank
Barbara and Herbert  
	 Rosenkrantz
Jane and Richard Rush◊
SAGE Publishing
Dorothy Scott ‡
Southern California Edison
Southern California  
	 Gas Company
St. Johnʼs Regional  
	 Medical Center
Marjorie and Ronald Tegland
Union Bank
Ventura County Community  
	 Foundation
Verizon, Inc.
Karen and Peter Wollons ‡
MAJOR GIFTS
JJ and Jim Birkenshaw ‡
Cheryl and John Broome ‡
Tipper Gore 
Betsy and John Grether◊
Elise and William Kearney ◊
Doris and John Notter ‡
Dorothy Scott ‡
Judith and Jack Stapelmann †
$10,000–$24,999
Margo and Jeffrey  
	 Barbakow †
Joan and Dennis Gaiser °
Christine Garvey and  
	 George Gelles ‡
Beryl and Neil Kreisel †
Philippe Larraburu * †
Terri and Mark Lisagor * °
Jane and Richard Rush◊
Bui and Herb Simon †
Esther and Thomas Wachtell◊

Keith Westcott †
Karen and Peter Wollons ‡
$5,000–$9,999
Erika Beck and  
	 Joshua Travers †
Marguerite and  
	 Jeffrey Browne◊
Linda Dullam* °
Catheryn and  
	 Thomas Krause †
Lynn Pike †
Tina and Louis Valdez* ‡
Richard Wagner °
Zohar Ziv †
$1,000–$4,999
Jeanne Adams * °
Victoria and Manuel  
	 Arcabos †
Libby Barrabee * ‡
Ann Walker and  
	 Michael Berman ‡
Celina and Amir Biniaz §
Barbara and Steven Blois ◊
Nancy and John Borchard ◊
Edith and Sieg Borck ‡
Nina Butler °
Margaret and Kevin Carey 
Laura and Geoffrey Chase †
Meryl Chase 
Lauren ʼ08 and  
	 Kevin Cruz ʼ08 ‡
Heather and Milton Daily °
Carrick DeHart †
Leonard Dryer †
Carol and Handel Evans †
Genevieve Evans Taylor  
	 and Curtis Taylor †
Therese and  
	 Peter Eyermann §
Karen and Glen Farr ‡
Irene and Jorge Garcia §
Lydia and Grant Geissman §
Rod Gilbert ‡
Amber Giles 
Eva ʼ09 and Armando Gomez ‡
Anonymous ‡
Carol and Allan Gottlieb †
Brooke and Philip Hampton §
Sharon and Clint Harper †
Ruth Hemming ◊
Sharon and  
	 William Hillbrant §
Gayle Hutchinson ‡
Nichole and Dallas Ipach * §
Janet and John Jacobs ‡
Karen Jensen and  
	 Don Frazeur §
Jonathan and Kristy Johnen 
Julie and Doug Kays 
Sheen Rajmaira and  
	 Sean Kelly †
Leah Lacayo †

Leslie Leavens 
Jill Lemieux and  
	 Richard LeRoy †
Julia Newman and  
	 Saul Lessler †
Stella and Hilary Ling 
Anonymous ‡
David Maron ‡
Neil Matsumori ◊
Laura McAvoy and  
	 Sol Chooljian°
Margaret Meehan and  
	 Joaquin Nunez ◊
Anonymous ◊
Nicki and Michael Morris ‡
Peter Mosinskis †
Sharon Moss 
Mimi and Dennis Muraoka 
Diane and Doug Off °
Pilar Pacheco †
Brenda and Robert Parry 
June and Clayton Paschen◊
Phyllis Pattison *
Anna and Fletcher Pavin* °
Janine Pitt †
Ann and Michael Ragen °
Roxie Ray °
Georgianna Regnier◊
Lynetta Ivey-Reid and  
	 John Reid §
Lois Rice 
Eileen and James Rinde ‡
William Robe †
Grace Robinson* ‡
Patricia Salem◊
Andrew Salinas †
Susan Schaefer and  
	 Hale Conklin◊
John Shaheen 
Maia Smidt ʼ16 
Stephen Stratton §
Sheila and John Suarez* §
Nancy Sweetland ‡
Veronica and Edward  
	 Tagliaferri °
Dorcas Thille 
Barbara Thorpe Cartee* °
Ysabel Trinidad and  
	 John Jackovich †
Joanne and Daniel  
	 Wakelee◊
Marcia and Earl Wakelee ‡
Rosalind Warner and W.  
	 Michael Hogan 
Patricia and Andrew West †
Cynthia and Marc Wolfsohn 
Anonymous* †
Celina Zacarias §
Stephanie and Kurt Zierhut †
Johanna and Wilhelmus  
	 Zwinkels °

$500-$999
Susan Andrzejewski and  
	 Jennifer Maravola 
Dana Baker 
Yvonne and Chris Besvold 
Marie and William Cordeiro 
John Crittenden 
Barbara and Wayne Davey 
Ashleigh Davis ʼ08 
Scott DeLoach ʼ08 
Cindy and Jay Derrico 
Ona Brictson and  
	 Henry Dubroff 
Clementine Everett 
Martha and Norman Fahnoe 
Marie and Juan Francois 
Elizabeth Rothrock and  
	 Scott Frisch §
Geri and Fred Gretan §
Kim Lamb-Gregory and  
	 Jeff Argabright*
Channing Lenert ʼ11 
Anonymous 
Travis Mack 
Frances McNeill 
Melissa Mirkovich-Scholes ʼ05 
and Jeremiah Scholes 
Jeffrey OʼNeill 
Juanita and Ramon Porras 
Sarah and Roy Sherman ʼ09 
Elizabeth and Michael Silacci 
Amy and David Wallace 
$1–$499
Shireen Anne Abdallat ʼ17 
Adam Abdallat ʼ19 
Ola Abdolhai ʼ19 
Noelle Abe ʼ19 
Steven Abramovich ʼ19 
Stevie Acuna ʼ19 
Nikia Acy ʼ19 
May Adams 
Antoinette Adams 
Thomas Addison ʼ19 
Zachary Adkins ʼ19 
Marion and Bryan Adler 
Hilde and Ronald Adolphson 
Jonathan Agredano ʼ19 
Jessica Aguilar ʼ19 
Alissa Aguilar ʼ19 
Michelle Aguilar ʼ19 
Rosa Aguilar ʼ19 
Damian Aguilar ʼ19 
Aileen Aguilar 
Karla Aguirre ʼ15 
Ahmed Ahmed 
Anonymous 
Klaribell Alamillo ʼ19 
Leilani and Jose Alamillo 
Melissa Alamo ʼ19 
Gene Alarcon 
Gustavo Alcala ʼ18 
Jessica Alcantara ʼ19 
Alejandra Aldana ʼ19 

Barbara Alegria ʼ19 
Lily Ashley Alexander ʼ19 
Olivia Alkire 
Elizabeth Allan 
Kat Allen ʼ09 
Rebecca Allen ʼ19 
Brooke Alley ʼ19 
Dona Alley 
Tim Allison*
Erin and Simone Aloisio 
Armando Alvarado 
Cristina Alvarez ʼ19 
Yadira Alvarez Espinoza 
Alexis Amaro ʼ19 
Edalith Ambriz ʼ19 
Chelsea Amezcua ʼ19 
Brandi Mari Anderson ʼ19 
Judith Jenner and  
	 Keith Anderson 
Heidy Angeles 
Dushan Angius ʼ11 
Nathan Aragon ʼ19 
Steven Arakaki 
Nancy Araki ʼ19 
Lilian Arcaina 
Katherin Arce ʼ19 
Maria Arias ʼ19 
Paola Arias ʼ19 
Alexandria Arias ʼ19 
Hamza Arif 
Kristina and Patrick Ariniello 
Angelique Arrizon 
Jesse Arroyo ʼ19 
Noriko and James Artero 
Patricia and Charles Ashbrook 
Kathryn and Nicholas Asolas 
Jaca-Lynn Aulman 
Sabrina Avendano 
Gabriela Avila Vargas ʼ19 
Deborah Axen 
Dorothy Ayer ʼ16 
Patricia Babb 
Amber Babcock ʼ15 
Vivian Baer 
Amanda Baez ʼ19 
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Jazmine Nunez ʼ19 
Nyerhovwo Obarorakpor 
Mac Obrien 
Monica Ocampo ʼ10 ʼ16 
Leslie Ochoa 
Rachel Ochoa-Tafoya ʼ10 ʼ19 
Brenda Odar ʼ19 
Kaitlyn ODea ʼ19 
Danielle OʼDea 
Tiffany Odell 
Donald Ogata 
Stephanie Ojeda ʼ19 
Daisy Okoyeocha ʼ19 
Jasmine Olague ʼ19 
Shannan Oliver ʼ18 
Joan and Gerald Olsen 
Samantha Olson 
Olapeju Olusanya ʼ18 and  
	 Ron Forshee 
Esther Omaiye ʼ15 
Elizabeth Onead ʼ19 
Erika Orellana ʼ19 
Brian Oros ʼ19 
Dagoberto Orozco 
Joanna Orr 
Kaitlin Orsini ʼ18 
Jessica Ortega ʼ19 
Adam Ortega 
Gabriel Ortiz ʼ17 
Gabriela Ortiz ʼ19 
Alexis Ortiz ʼ19 
Andrea Ortiz ʼ19 
Martir Ortiz 
Manuel Ortiz 
Charles Osiris 
Lynn and Neville Ostrick 
Chelsea Ostrout 
Stephanie Osuna ʼ19 
Mikayla Otani ʼ19 
Vanessa Otto ʼ06 
Ashley Owens ʼ19 
Deborah and Robert Owens 
Natalya Ozerova 
Carol Paasch and  
	 Wolfgang Paasch 
Sendalif Padilla ʼ19 
Luke Padilla ʼ19 
Marissa Padilla 
Cailee Page ʼ19 
Purna Pai 
Jesus Palencia ʼ18 
Ayari Palencia ʼ18 
Sasinapa Panavaravatn 
Lindsay Pappalardo ʼ17 
Lorie Parch 
Jessica Paredes de Anda ʼ19 
Alan Parkhill 
Jesus Parra ʼ19 
Kimberly Parra 
Bridget Partida and  
	 Bert Partida ʼ05 
Brianna Pascua 
Barbara and Patrick Patten 
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Elizabeth Patterson and  
	 Albert Stroberg 
Christine Patton 
Arisleyda Payan ʼ19 
Kathy Payan 
Andrea Payne ʼ19 
Maria Veronica Paz 
Janelle Pedrozo 
Kassandra Pelayo ʼ19 
Elena Pena ʼ18 
Nicholas Pendleton ʼ19 
Catherine Penprase 
Mayra Perez ʼ08 
Azucena Perez ʼ19 
Claudia Perez ʼ18 
Leslie Perez ʼ19 
Merlyn Perez ʼ19 
Valeria Perez ʼ19 
Lilibeth Perez ʼ19 
Itzel Perez ʼ19 
Brianna Perez ʼ19 
Raul Perez ʼ19 
Gamaliel Perez 
Berta DePerez and  
	 Rafael Perez 
Rey Perez Elenes ʼ19 
Dale Perizzolo 
Heidi Perks 
Robert Perry ʼ19 
Jennifer Perry 
Breanna Persaud 
Kelley Peters ʼ19 
Leanzy Peterson 
Jerilee Petralba ʼ13 
Megan Petree ʼ19 
Jacqueline and Robert Peyton 
Anonymous 
Henry Pham ʼ19 
Anonymous 
Bailey Pickering ʼ19 
Richard Pineda ʼ19 
Lisa ʼ18 and Dylan Pitts 
Xenia Plascencia ʼ19 
Myriam Plascencia 
George Plascencia 
Jackeline Platero ʼ19 
Molly Pocock ʼ19 
Elizabeth Bourne and  
	 Ronald Polanski 
Shannon Pompa 
Vanely Ponce ʼ19 
Jonathan Ponce 
Carol Pond ʼ06 
Stefan Popelka 
Gabrielle Powell 
Martin Prado 
Laura Preciado ʼ19 
Stephen Preiss ʼ19 
Philip Press ʼ17 
Haileigh Primmer ʼ19 
Zachary Pritchard ʼ16 
Mary and Stuart Proctor 
Andrew Prokopow 

Daniel Pulido ʼ19 
Steven Quach 
Cynthia Quezada ʼ19 
Juanpaulo Quiatchon ʼ19 
Geovani Quijas ʼ19 
Danielle ʼ08 and Jason Quillan 
Jennifer Quinby ʼ19 
Amanda Quintero 
Beverly Quiroz ʼ18 
Maria Regina Quiroz ʼ19 
Andrea Rabaste ʼ13 
Lisa and Joel Racine 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Zuhayr Ramadan 
Jiory Ramirez ʼ18 
Matthew Ramirez ʼ19 
Susana Ramirez ʼ19 
Christian Ramirez Pulido ʼ19 
Marcos Ramirez-Mendoza 
Karla Ramos ʼ16 
Yosduan Ramos 
Jorge Ramos 
Maribell Ramos 
Janitha Ranasinghe 
Lauren Ranck ʼ19 
Cesar Rangel ʼ12 ʼ19 
Daniel Rangel 
Sam Rassool ʼ19 
Sheri Ray ʼ19 
Sara and Tom Rector 
Adrienne and 
	  Clarence Reeves 
Christopher and Robin Reilly 
Amanda Reiter 
Alejandro Reveles ʼ19 
Rosa Reyes ʼ18 
Atticus Reyes ʼ19 
Martha Reyes 
Reynalou Reyes 
Christine Rhyne ʼ19 
Margery Ricards 
Dana Rich ʼ19 
Patricia Richards Dodds and  
	 Thomas Dodds*
Dennys Rico ʼ19 
Melissa Rigaud ʼ19 
Mikayla Ripling ʼ19 
Sandra Rivas ʼ19 
Monica Rivas 
Danielle Rivera ʼ09 
Cynthia ʼ18 and Santos Rivera 
Crystal Rivera ʼ19 
Denisse Rivera ʼ19 
Patty Rivera 
Amber Rivero ʼ19 
Justin Roberts ʼ19 
Mikel Roberts 
Julia Robinson ʼ18 
Monica Robles 
Renee Robles-Garcia 
Jessica Rocha 
Karen Roddy 

Ashton Rodriguez ʼ17 
Jennifer Rodriguez ʼ19 
Janeli Rodriguez ʼ19 
Judith Rodriguez ʼ19 
Melissa Rodriguez ʼ19 
Marina Rodriguez ʼ19 
Alejandro Rodriguez ʼ19 
Christian Rodriguez ʼ19 
Rhonda Rodriguez 
Jailene Rodriguez 
Cristina Rodriguez Rivas ʼ19 
Cassandra Rogers 
Don-Joseph Rojo ʼ18 
Anita Roll 
Sandybell Romero ʼ19 
Cindy Romero ʼ19 
Ariana Romero ʼ19 
Alexia Romero ʼ19 
Karen Romney *
Jenny Rooff 
Sheila Roque ʼ19 
Ariel Rosales 
Francis Rose 
Shelby Ross ʼ14 
Teal Rowe 
Elizabeth ʼ07 and  
	 Timothy Rubalcava 
Priscilla Rubio 
Jazmin Ruiz ʼ19 
Samantha Ruiz 
Chelsee ʼ09 and  
	 Dustin Russell ʼ09 
Alejandra Ruvalcaba 
Miguel Saavedra 
Abdul Sadat 
Nicholas Sagely ʼ17 
Kiera Sailor ʼ19 
Kiana Sailor ʼ19 
Haley Salas ʼ18 
Margarita Salas 
Daniel Salazar 
Juan Salazar 
Christina Salazar 
Kelly Salinas ʼ19 
Hannah Salvas ʼ19 
Noura Samimi 
Melanie Sampson ʼ05 
Elizabeth Sampson 
Robert Sanchez ʼ09 
Angela Sanchez ʼ13 
Amanda and Luis Sanchez 
Brenda Sanchez ʼ19 
Jacqueline Sanchez ʼ19 
Jocelyn Sanchez ʼ19 
Marina Sanchez ʼ19 
Alyssa Sanchez ʼ19 
Sara Sanders ʼ15 
Kyle Sanders ʼ18 
Sandra Sanders 
Ronald Sanders 
Ilyse Sanderson ʼ19 
Jason Sandler ʼ10 
Daniela Sandoval ʼ19 

Natalie Santen 
Sherline Santiago ʼ19 
Angel Santillan ʼ19 
Eric Sapien ʼ17 
Alicia Sapien ʼ18 
Maria Sapien ʼ19 
Brenda Saravia 
Jack Sauceda 
Charlene ʼ07 and Robert Saw 
Melissa and Chris Sayer 
Mary and Anthony Scardino 
Natalie Schaffer 
Anne Schiefer ʼ19 
Marc Schillinger 
Joshua Schindler ʼ19 
Candace Scholler ʼ19 
Megan Schraedley 
Amanda Schwartz ʼ19 
Emily Schweers ʼ19 
Roderic Scott ʼ13 
Marilyn Scott 
Jordan Seanez ʼ19 
Jennifer Sedillo ʼ18 
Trevor Seeds ʼ19 
Ashley ʼ13 and David Seery ʼ12 
Lisa Seltun ʼ19 
Rosemary Sepulveda ʼ18 
Steven Sereboff 
Samantha Serna ʼ19 
Angel Serrano ʼ19 
Marilu Serrato ʼ19 
Francesca Seta ʼ19 
Clover Sexton 
Michelle Sezzi ʼ12 
Brooke Shaffer ʼ18 
Marcus Shapiro 
Amandeep Sharma ʼ18 
Sara Sheehan ʼ16 
Carol Sheehan 
Sarah Shelton ʼ19 
Jeannette Shepherd 
Cynthia Sherman 
Linda and Michael Sherman 
Brianna Shields ʼ19 
Krista Shirley ʼ19 
Michellyn and James Shonka 
Jesseca Silva 
Richard Silvey 
Allison Sim 
Makeda Simmons-Best 
Kassidy Simpson ʼ19 
Jessica Sims ʼ19 
Jacquelyn Sisson ʼ09 
Heba Sitita ʼ19 
Nicole Skinner 
Marianne Slaughter and  
	 Dee Press*
Brianne Sloboh ʼ18 
Scott Slocum ʼ19 
Drexel and Ronald Smiley 
Rianna Smith ʼ19 
Alyssa Smith ʼ18 
Kim Smith 

Emily Sneed ʼ19 
Laura Solis ʼ19 
Alexis Solis 
Anonymous 
Brennan Sorenson ʼ19 
Mike Sorenson 
Christina Eve Sotelo 
Oscar Soto ʼ14 
Mike Sowa 
Hailey Speerstra ʼ18 
Joyce Spencer 
Elya Spooner ʼ19 
Savannah Spurling ʼ19 
Teodora Stajic ʼ19 
Andrea Mercedes  
	 Stamatelaky ʼ19 
Clare Steele 
Joanne and Robert  
	 Stellwagen 
Shelby Stephens ʼ14 
Kimberly Stock ʼ19 
Micaela Stoia ʼ19 
JoAnn Stuermer 
William Stumph 
Judy and Richard Sturdivan 
Sara Sturzenbecher ʼ19 
Norma Suarez ʼ19 
Janel Suliga 
Amber Summa-Rossi ʼ19 
Deborah Sutherland-Hocamp  
	 and Joe Hocamp 
Milai Swan 
Bridget Swires ʼ19 
Noah Tabbay Ratley 
Edward Alvarado and  
	 Guadalupe Taijeron 
Monica Tamayo Villa ʼ19 
Robert Tanaka 
Irene Tang Yee 
Scott Tarnol 
Terry Tarr 
Adria Tasha-Resnick 
Michaela Taylor ʼ19 
Hannah Taylor ʼ19 
Evelyn Taylor 
Barry Taylor 
Katherine Taylor 
Annabel Taylor 
Jonathon Teague 
Luke Teausaw 
Deborah Tejeda ʼ19 
Angelica Tellez ʼ19 
Carmen Tello ʼ19 
Sarah Teniente ʼ19 
Christopher Tennefos ʼ19 
Desiree Teran ʼ18 
Ashley Testado ʼ19 
Allison Teunis ʼ19 
Brenden Tevere 
Anne and Anson Thacher 
Brian Thai ʼ15 
Xena Thomas ʼ19 
Shania Thomas ʼ19 

http://go.csuci.edu/channel
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Nicholas Thompson ʼ14 
Susan Thompson 
Janet Thornton 
Jakeob Thurlow ʼ18 
Angela Timmons 
Gordon Ting 
Tanner Tinoco 
Kaia Tollefson 
Ryan Torres ʼ19 
Priscilla Torres 
Maggie Tougas 
Karen and Terrence Towner 
Luc Tran 
Sarah Trapp ʼ19 
Michael Tregler 
Scott Trevino 
Barbara Trevino Cantu 
Jasmine Trogman ʼ19 
Leah Tuffley ʼ18 
William Tully 
Patty and Bob Turnage 
Melanie Umana 
Norman Unrau 
Breanna Unzueta ʼ19 
Susanne Uribe 
Ana Urquiaga ʼ19 
Vanessa Urrutia ʼ19 
Jose Uyuni ʼ19 
Stephany Vaca 
Elena Vachon ʼ19 
Morgan Vahradian ʼ15 
Daniel Valadez ʼ19 
Sarah Valdes 
Donato Valdivia ʼ18 
Gonzalo Valdivia 
Kirsten Valdoria ʼ19 
Marites Valdoria 
Amparo Valdovinos ʼ19 
Javier Valdovinos Magana ʼ19 
Emily Valladares ʼ19 
Celina Valladarez ʼ19 
Chelsey Valle ʼ19 
James Van Epps 
Beverly Van Scoyk 
Lisa and Gene Vannoy 
Janet Vargas ʼ19 
Juliette Vaspra 
Haley Vasquez ʼ19 
Veronica Vasquez 
Oscar Vasquez 
Julissa Vazquez ʼ19 
Pedro Vega 
Viviana Velazquez 
Brittnee Veldman 
Carlos Velez 
Patricia and Michael Velthoen 
Chelsea Aurelle Ventura ʼ19 
Daniel Ventura ʼ19 
Vicki Vierra 
Maya Villa 
Leah Villa 
Stephanie Villanueva ʼ19 
Ingrid Vincent 

Jonathan Viramontes ʼ19 
Jamie ʼ05 and  
	 Mitchell Wallace ʼ04 
Joyce Wallach 
Dana and Leonard Wallock 
Nicole Walsh ʼ19 
Katherine Wang 
Stella Wankamba Stella ʼ19 
Shane Warburton 
Leslie Warren 
Sara Warren 
Ryan Waters ʼ19 
Jordan Wayans ʼ19 
Amanda Weeks ʼ13 
Lacey Weidenfeller ʼ19 
Nathan Weinstein ʼ18 
Earl Weissman 
Christine Welch 
Mary Weldon 
Julia Wells ʼ19 
Michol Wenger ʼ09 
Nancy and Carl Wesely*
Carly Wesolowski ʼ19 
Alan West ʼ06 ʼ16 
Tobey Wheeler 
Delia Whitaker ʼ12 
Gerrick White ʼ17 
London White 
Laura Whitehouse 
Katie Wieser ʼ18 
Danette Wilcox ʼ18 
Cheryl and Gary Wilde 
Walter Wilke 
Elizabeth Wilks 
Andrew Wilks 
Allison Williams ʼ19 
Shirley Williams ʼ19 
Kimberly Williams ʼ19 
Rachel Williams ʼ19 
Matthew Williams 
Noah Wilson 
Cynthia Wilson 
Georg Winkler ʼ12 
Deborah Winston-Gold 
Jeremy Wishengrad ʼ19 
Zoie Woishnis-Gilman ʼ19 
Justan Wolvert 
Connie Wong 
Veronica Woo 
Joseph Wood 
Patricia Wooden 
Tanner Woodward ʼ19 
Emmie Wordin 
Wendy Worman 
Kimberly Wurtz 
Erica Wylde ʼ19 
Ryan Yablow 
Rachel Yalowitz ʼ18 
Natalie ʼ14 and Joshua Yanez 
Allan Yanez ʼ19 
Irene Yang ʼ19 
Richard Yao 
Kaitlyn Yeager ʼ18 

Simon Yilmazian ʼ19 
Taylor Zahn 
Avideh Zakhor 
Leslie Zarrinkhameh 
Yvette Zendejas ʼ19 
Kayla Zeppeiro 
Joshua Zerhusen 
Jenica Zeta ʼ19 
BUSINESSES &  
ORGANIZATIONS
13 Wishes Foundation
Aera Energy LLC
Aerial Alchemy
Al Lowe Construction, Inc.
Alexander Buick GMC  
	 Cadillac of Oxnard
Altrusa Club of Oxnard
Amazon Services
AmazonSmile Foundation
American Association of  
	 University Women
Anonymous
BKM Office Environments
BP Innovations
Cal Poly Pomona
California Designers Choice  
	 Custom Cabinetry Inc.
California Los Padres  
	 Section of the American  
	 Chemical Society
California State University  
	 Foundation
Californians for Energy  
	 Independence
Canteen of Coastal  
	 California Inc.
City of Camarillo
Coast to Coast Computer  
	 Products, Inc.
Community Memorial  
	 Health System
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Crankstart Foundation
Crest-Vest Corporation
CSU San Marcos
CSU Stanislaus
CSUSB Philanthropic  
	 Foundation
DJ Insulation Inc.
Edward Jones Investments
Etchandy Farms, LLC
Farber Hass Hurley, LLP
Farr, Johnen & Associates 
Insurance Services LLC
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Follett Higher Education Group
Fresno State University
Friends of Fieldworkers Inc
GBL Systems Corporation
Gene Haas Foundation
Gordon Ross Medical  
	 Foundation
Green EconoME

Harrison Industries
Havasi Wilderness Foundation
Hayden & Kassel
HCP, Inc.
Hi-Temp Insulation
Hillman Family Foundations
Island Packers
Kiesel Design
KSAR Construction Inc
Laborers-Employers  
	 Cooperation and Education  
	 Trust Southwest
Leavens Ranches
Lee & Associates
LeoneAmerica Dental  
	 Products, Inc.
LightGabler LLP
Limoneira Company
Martin V. and Martha K.  
	 Smith Foundation
Maxient LLC
MediaMate, LLC
Meissner Filtration  
	 Products, Inc.
Mill Creek Capital  
	 Advisors, LLC
Mission Linen Supply
Mission Wealth  
	 Management, LLC
Montecito Bank & Trust
Musick, Peeler & Garrett LLP
MWS Wire Industries
Ojai Oil Company
Pacific Heritage Realty and  
	 Management Corp.
Pacific Western Bank
Pinkard Youth Institute
Pleasant Valley Education  
	 Association
Polk Bros. Foundation
Rabobank
Saalex Solutions, Inc.
Sage Network &  
	 Communications, Inc.
SAGE Publishing
Santa Barbara Foundation
Santa Rosa Plaza  
	 Associates LLC
Schwab Charitable Fund
Scott Family Foundation
Sharkeyʼs Ventura
Socrates Biosciences, Inc
Southern California Edison
Spencer Makenzieʼs Fish Co
Staples Construction Co. Inc.
Steveʼs Garage
Talcott Resolution
The Ameritrade Clearing
The Ayco Charitable  
	 Foundation
The Baltoro Trust
The Benevity Community  
	 Impact Fund

The Trade Desk, Inc.
Three Trees Consulting  
	 Financial and Accounting  
	 Solutions
TIAA
TOLD Corporation
TOLD Foundation
Tolman & Wiker Insurance  
	 Services, LLC
Toppers Pizza Place
Umpqua Bank
Underwood Family Farms
Union Bank
Vanguard Charitable
VCEDA
Ventura Citizens for Energy  
	 Independence
Ventura County Community  
	 Foundation
Ventura County Credit Union
Ventura County Office of 
	 Education
Ventura Investment Co
Ventura Rental Party & Events
Yardi Foundation
YCE, Inc.
YourCause, LLC
GRANTS
Bank of America Charitable  
	 Foundation, Inc
Martin V. and Martha K.  
	 Smith Foundation
ECMC Foundation
Amgen Foundation
The Bernard Osher Foundation
S.D. Bechtel, Jr., Foundation
GIFTS IN KIND
Agromin
Eloise and Charles Cohen
Dottieʼs Sweet Delights
Ellen McCracken and  
	 Mario Garcia
Hawaiian Hotels & Resorts
Anna-Sophie Holliday
Los Robles Hospital &  
	 Medical Center
Antonio Magana
Wayne Martin
Network Test Inc.
Ojai Valley Directory
Sansum Clinic
Sarah and Roy Sherman ʼ09
Deborah Sutherland-Hocamp  
	 and Joe Hocamp
Ventura County Credit Union
Gayla and Santi Visalli
William Wucherpfennig



› To see time lapse videos of the condor  
    sculpture and murals being created  
    visit: go.csuci.edu.edu/Condor

› To learn more about the Bitter  
    Creek National Wildlife Refuge visit:  
    www.fws.gov/refuge/Bitter_Creek

http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Bitter_Creek
http://go.csuci.edu/condor
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