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Even though we are only halfway 
through 2015, your University has 

reached many milestones that I am proud 
to share with you. The University recently 
graduated more than 2,000 students—our 
biggest class yet—and celebrated over 
10,000 CI alumni. Our graduates join the 
CSU’s “Class of 3 Million,” the number of 
alumni from the 23 campuses in the  
CSU system.

The University Strategic Plan for 
2015–2020 guides us as we celebrate each 
milestone. The University’s Strategic Plan Steering Committee developed three student-centered priorities to help 
our campus meet the demands of the 21st century global market.

First, we will facilitate student success by providing University access to students who offer diverse 
perspectives, provide mission-driven education that prepares each student for individual success as they 
become contributing members of society, and provide support for student persistence toward degree 
completion and opportunity for timely graduation.

Next, we will hire and support high quality faculty and staff who are committed to the University’s mission 
and will use integrative approaches that provide community engagement, multicultural learning and 
international perspectives into all aspects of learning, as well as engage undergraduate and graduate students 
in research and creative activities.

Finally, we will build our infrastructure capacity, leverage the use of technology and seek, cultivate and 
steward both private and public resources to help us meet that goal. We will implement collaborative planning 
and accountability processes as we realize our future. 

This plan is crucial as we build a university that will accommodate the 10,000-plus students we expect to 
enroll in 2025—twice as many as we serve now. 

As you are well aware, CI is in need of additional classrooms, labs, dining and student housing facilities. As 
part of our future growth, we are planning for enhanced student health facilities, a wellness and recreation 
center, performing arts venue, conference center and an athletics program. To that end, we have conceived the 
CI 2025 Vision Plan, which will enable us to build our University without primary reliance on state funding. 

The CI 2025 Vision Plan entails forging a variety of partnerships, including both private and public, in 
order to facilitate a bright future for our students and University community. We plan to develop the rest of 
University Glen and use the revenue generated to help alleviate debt and fund future growth. This growth is an 
investment in the future of our University and the region.

CI fortifies area businesses, the Naval base, schools, hospitals and a multitude of other organizations by 
graduating students who are prepared for jobs, which ultimately create a vibrant and dynamic community.  
Of special note, nearly 87 percent of our students remain in Ventura County after graduation, entering 
careers in nursing, science, technology, education, business or the arts just to name a few.   

When I speak to others across the State, I am reminded that CI enjoys a synergistic partnership with 
the community that is rare. CI strengthens the community and the community strengthens CI. It is a 
partnership I will continue to value as the University grows into all it can, should and will be.

Sincerely yours,

Richard R. Rush
President

Our future is 
bright

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
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Graduate wins national 
fellowship
CI 2015 graduate Daisy Carranza 
made time to volunteer to help other 
first-generation college students. That 
recently earned her a 2015 Campus 
Compact Newman Civic Fellows 
Award from the KPMG Foundation, 
a charitable institution seeking to 
change business and society through 
the diversity of ideas. 

Carranza, 22, is one of 201 college 
students from across the nation 
chosen as a Newman Civic Fellow by 
Campus Compact, a national coalition 
of nearly 1,100 college and university 
presidents committed to improving 
community life on campuses and 
educating students about the 
importance of civic and social 

leadership. The fellowship 
recognizes college and 
university students who 
have emerged as civic 
leaders at their respective 
campuses.

Her fellowship allows 
her to join the network of 
other Newman Fellows, 
who will brainstorm, 
share resources, and help 
one another with each 

Fellow’s social cause. 
Read the full story at: go.csuci.

edu/newmancarranza

Professor Sean Kelly 
appointed to national 
advisory council
Professor of Political Science Sean 
Kelly, Ph.D., will serve on a national 
council designed to help Americans 
get a deeper understanding of how 
the U.S. Congress works. Kelly is 
one of 10 scholars chosen from 
across the U.S. to be on the Dirksen 
Congressional Center’s National 
Advisory Council.

Kelly and the rest of the council will 
help the Center’s Board of Directors 
as they develop programs to help 
historians, political scientists and 
others who teach and study the inner 
workings of the people’s branch of 
government. 

Read the full story at: go.csuci.
edu/dirksenkelly

Special Olympics World 
Games Los Angeles 2015
CI joins the City of Camarillo in 
participating in the Special Olympics 
World Games Host Town program 
from July 21-24, 2015. Before the 
Special Olympics World Games begin 
on July 25, more than 7,000 athletes 
from 177 countries will be welcomed 
to Southern California through the 
Host Town program. As many as 100 
communities from San Luis Obispo to 
San Diego will have the honor of being 
selected as an official Host Town.

The Host Town program in 
Camarillo is a collaboration between 
CSU Channel Islands, the City of 
Camarillo and the Camarillo Chamber 
of Commerce. Together, they will 
welcome a delegation from the 2015 
Special Olympics World Games and 
show the athletes and coaches all that 
Camarillo has to offer. 

Read the full story at: go.csuci.
edu/specialolympics

Instructor’s book wins 
acclaim for resurrecting 
a photographer’s place in 
history
A new book co-authored and 
edited by CI lecturer, photographer 
and writer Larry Lytle is winning 
critical acclaim for helping restore 
the historical legacy of a disgraced 
photography pioneer. Lytle recently 
released “American Grotesque: The 
Life and Art of William Mortensen,” 
a book he co-edited and authored 
with Michael Moynihan. For Lytle, the 
book represents the culmination of 20 
years of research piecing together the 
lost biography and work of trailblazing 
Hollywood pictorialist photographer 
William Mortensen (1897-1965). 

Since the book’s recent publication, 
“American Grotesque” has earned 
favorable reviews from the L.A. 
Times Book Review, The Guardian and 
Smithsonian magazine and was 
named to 
the Huffington 
Post’s “Top 10 
Art Books of 
2014” at No. 
6. The L.A. 
Times Book 
Review called 
“American 
Grotesque” 
“the most 
extensive 
work on 
one of the 
strangest 
and most 
compelling 
artists of the 
20th century.” 
The book’s publisher, Feral House, 
ordered a second printing due to its 
popularity.

Read the full story at: go.csuci.
edu/mortensenlytle

Graduate wins award for 
bilingual education
Victor Rodriguez, a 2015 graduate, 
was awarded the Peter Chacon 
Teachership Award from the 
California Association for 
Bilingual Education (CABE) 
during the association’s 
annual convention in San 
Diego in March.  

The awards are given out 
for each of the five regions 
in the state. Rodriguez won for Region 
5, which includes Ventura County and 
the High Desert area.

Named after the first California 
lawmaker to introduce a bill backing 
bilingual education, the Region 
5 award comes with a $2,000 
scholarship.

Rodriguez plans to use the 
scholarship toward his goal of 
earning his master’s and doctorate 
in education. He graduated May 16 
with his Multiple Subjects/Bilingual 
Teacher credential. 

Read the full story at: go.csuci.
edu/caberodriguez

Division of Student Affairs 
earns national distinction 
The Division of Student Affairs has 
been named one of the “15+ Most 

Promising Places to Work 
in Student Affairs 2015” 
by a national research 
and policy center based 
in Ohio. The Center 
for Higher Education 
Enterprise (CHEE) at Ohio 
State University published 

the list in the Feb. 26 edition of 
“Diverse: Issues in Higher Education.”

The commissioned study examined 
the extent to which diversity and 
inclusion is practiced in all aspects 
of Student Affairs, including 
administrative structures, work 
environments and staffing practices, 
among other areas.

Read the full story at: go.csuci.
edu/dsaaward

VP for Student 
Affairs earns national 
association’s top honor
Wm. Gregory Sawyer, Vice President 
for Student Affairs, has received 
national recognition for his 35-year 
career as a mentor and student 
advocate, providing a genuine 
opportunity to “pay it 
forward.”  

Sawyer was 
recognized as a 2015 
Diamond Program 
Honoree at the annual 
convention of the 
American College 
Personnel Association 
(ACPA) held in Tampa, 
Florida. The national 
association’s highest 
honor, the Diamond Honoree Program 
is a philanthropic award that pays 
tribute to recipients by collecting 
donations for the ACPA Foundation in 
the honoree’s name. The funds support 
scholarships, research, and professional 
development opportunities for other 
ACPA members.

Read the full story at: go.csuci.
edu/acpasawyer

For information on 
other University news 
stories visit www.
csuci.edu/news/
newsreleases.htm

4    California State University Channel Islands  b  SPRING 2015   b  WWW.CSUCI.EDU California State University Channel Islands  b  SPRING 2015   b  WWW.CSUCI.EDU 5

UNIVERSITY NEWS UNIVERSITY NEWS

http://go.csuci.edu/caberodriguez
http://go.csuci.edu/dsaaward
http://go.csuci.edu/acpasawyer
http://go.csuci.edu/newmancarranza
http://go.csuci.edu/dirksenkelly
http://go.csuci.edu/specialolympics
http://go.csuci.edu/mortensenlytle
www.csuci.edu/news/newsreleases.htm


M  y research explores 
the persuasive impact of 

images, from historical WWII 
photographs to contemporary 
videos produced by soldiers 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
In both cases, I investigate 
how the images are circulated, 
consumed, and challenged by 
multiple publics. As a scholar of 
visual rhetoric, I’m interested in 
how these forms of persuasion 
challenge contemporary 
understandings of rhetorical 
discourse and civic engagement. 

My dissertation project entitled 
“The YouTube War as Visual 
Vernacular Rhetoric,” examined 
soldier-produced and official, 
military-produced videos posted 
on YouTube. Using a combination 
of rhetorical and critical/cultural 
approaches to analyze these texts, 
I argued that the ubiquity of 
digital technology on the modern 
battlefield created unscripted ways 
for soldiers and the American public 
to deliberate war and conflict. 

Analysis of visual texts has been 
an ongoing theme in my scholarship. 
More recently, my research has 
investigated the changing forms of 
public memory and commemoration 

brought about by digital media at 
museums, monuments, and other 
historic sites. These commemorative 
spaces construct and reinforce 
collective national memory of 

important events such as war and 
conflict. Official museum and 
memorial spaces tend to privilege 
nationalism and patriotism in the 
representation of historical events, 
people, and places.

My current project examines 
public memory through case studies 
of the National WWI, WWII, Korean 
War, and Vietnam War Museums. 
In particular, I am focusing on 

the increased mediation of public 
memory via digital mechanisms 
such as kiosks, films, and other 
multi-media “experiences.” For 
example, promotion of Tom Hanks’ 

film “Beyond all Boundaries” 
at the National WWII Museum 
in New Orleans highlights how 
the film utilizes “multi-layered 
environments” consisting of a 
combination of live and archival 
footage, material objects that appear 
onstage, a “mammoth panoramic 
screen,” and seats that physically 
respond to action on screen. 

All these elements are 
advertised as helping the viewer 
to “understand, as never before, 
the price of our precious freedom” 
(film trailer). Hanks and other 
museum personnel contend that 
the various mediums of the film 
create a unique, and arguably 
more “authentic” memory of 
WWII. Connections between 
digital mediation, embodiment, 
and “authenticity” are especially 
relevant in museums that 
claim some form of “official” 
memorializing. 

Thus, in exploring each museum, 
I’ll be looking for the ways in which 
the moving images, interactive 
features, and material objects 
present in each museum’s overall 
display coalesce to reinforce 
dominant notions of public 
memory. -C

Studying media and memory 
at our nation’s war museums

++++++++

By Christina M. Smith, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Communication

“Connections between digital mediation, 
embodiment, and ‘authenticity’ are 
especially relevant in museums that claim 
some form of ‘official’ memorializing.”

Audience members watch “Beyond All 
Boundaries” at the National WWII Museum.
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My research lies at the 
intersection of consumer 

behavior and social psychology. 
The foundation of much of my 
work stems from the idea that 
psychological principles (broadly 
defined) strongly influence 
what happens in the consumer 
marketplace. In this regard, 
I utilize the marketplace as a 
forum for better understanding 
social psychological phenomena 
and interpersonal interactions. 
More specifically, my scholarship 
falls into two main streams of 
research: 

1. Research on nonverbal 
communication in retail and 
service settings, as well as 
general social psychological 
settings, as a way to inform 
innovative approaches 
to managing customer 
relationships, and
2. Research that examines the 
role of materialism in relation 
to consumer culture within and 
across cultures. 

From my perspective, studying 
consumer behavior not only 
enables firms to better meet 
the needs of consumers (i.e., 
my research on nonverbal 
communication in retail and 
service settings), but also allows 
for the examination of negative 
consumer characteristics that 
are inevitably a part of living in a 
consumption-based society (e.g., 
my research on materialism). 

In this regard, my research 
branches out from normative 
approaches to marketing research 
that seek to maximize profit at all 
costs. Alternatively, my research 
explores ways to better satisfy 
consumers’ needs, even if such 

practices might be at the potential 
short-term expense of firms. 

For example, my work on 
nonverbal communication, 
suggests that the time and 
effort put into training sales 
personnel to accurately decode 
the nonverbal cues of consumers 
may ultimately cost the firm 
in the short-term, but create 
stronger relationships with 
customers in the long-term. 
In the same vein, my research 
on materialism suggests that 
marketing managers should 
balance marketing strategy with 
sustainable strategy. In other 

words, firms that recognize 
that many businesses encourage 
conspicuous consumption 
without regard for the negative 
outcomes associated with such 
consumption may be evaluated 
in a more positive light. This 
positive evaluation may lead to 
increased likeability towards the 
firm, and higher repatronage of 
firms that take an active interest 
in the well-being of consumers 
and society at large. 

While traditional marketing 
research has focused on increasing 
short-term economic gain from 
consumer consumption, both of 
my streams of research suggest 
that firms may find increased 
benefit through focusing on more 
long-term sustainable strategies. 
The utilization of such strategies 
may enable firms to establish 
better long-term relationships 
with consumers that prove more 
beneficial to the firm over time, 
and simultaneously encourage 
a more positive experience for 
consumers. -C

Consumer 
psychology
By Susan A. Andrzejewski, Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor of Marketing
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in and outside of CI for his extraordinary care and 
involvement.

“I always tell my students, ‘Once you become my 
student, you become my student for life,’ ” he said. “I 
had mentors who went out of their way to help me and 
show me the path toward achieving my goals. I realized 
how important that was. I consider that part of my job.”

Born in Zacatecas, Mexico, Alamillo came to the U.S. 
at the age of 7, following parents who were workers in 
the lemon industry. Growing up in Ventura, he took 
part in University of California, Santa Barbara’s (UCSB) 
Educational Opportunity Program, which encourages 
minority students to pursue higher education. After 
graduating from UCSB, Alamillo earned his master’s 
and Ph.D. at University of California, Irvine and taught 
at Washington State University before coming back to 
Ventura County in 2008.

“I’m proud to be in my hometown, helping to build 
a university that empowers students to overcome 
educational barriers so they can lift their community,” 
he said. 

In addition to teaching courses like Chicana/o 
History and Culture, Transborder Perspectives, 
and Diversity in Latino/a Communities, Alamillo 
leads students in community-based projects. His 
classes have documented the stories of Ventura 
County’s braceros for an 
exhibition partnering with 
the Smithsonian, showcased 
the role of Mexican-American 
women in baseball and 
softball, and preserved the 
history of Oxnard’s Wagon 
Wheel neighborhood. 
They’ve also taught English 
and computer literacy to 
immigrants and helped 
Oaxacan refugees facing 
deportation win asylum.

He volunteers his time to the 
Mixteco/Indigena Community 
Organizing Project’s Tequio 
Scholarship Committee, Clergy 
& Laity United for Economic 
Justice-Ventura County’s 
Advisory Board, and serves as 
an advisor for CI DREAMers, a 
campus club formed by Landa 
to support undocumented 
students. The club name 

is derived from the DREAM Act, which stands for 
Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors.

Alamillo’s efforts recently earned him CI’s 2014 
Faculty Award for Community Engagement, the 
Ventura County Mexican American Bar Association’s 
Access to Justice Award, and the 2015 El Concilio 
Latino Leadership Award.

“I try to create home and community wherever I go,” 
he said. “In a classroom, on campus, in any event I 
organize, my goal is to help people meet, nurture and 
learn from each other.”

A formidable tennis player, Alamillo enjoys focusing 
his research and writing on Mexican-American 
athletes and their cultural influence. He recently 
co-authored “Latinos in U.S Sport: A History of 
Isolation, Cultural Identity, and Acceptance,” the first 
textbook to deal comprehensively with the topic. 
He’s currently working on a book about the history 
of Mexican-American baseball in Ventura County 
and the transnational migration of athletes who 
brought community pride on both sides of the U.S.-
Mexico border. His co-author is former CI student 
Juan Canchola, who did research for the book as 
part of his Capstone project and became so invested, 
he continued working on it as a volunteer after 
graduating in 2014. 

Alamillo has mentored so many “students for 
life,” like Canchola and Landa that he lost count 
of their numbers long ago. But he hasn’t lost the 
connections—or the rewards they keep bringing him.

“It’s a horizontal mentorship—I learn as much from 
them as they do from me,” he said. “I never stop being 
surprised by how much they can teach me.” -C

Erika Landa had a painful 
secret and there was only one 

person she trusted to tell.
The first-year CI student was 

supporting herself through college 
and had run out of money for food 
and housing. As an undocumented 
resident, she was ineligible for 
federal aid or legal employment 
and couldn’t afford a $465 work 
permit application. 

Landa was too ashamed to 
continue imposing on friends for 

a place to sleep. After spending 
two nights in the North Quad on 
the CI campus, she thought of one 
person she would feel comfortable 
approaching: Professor of 
Chicana/o Studies José Alamillo.

“I didn’t feel safe talking with 
people about my undocumented 
status,” she said. “But Professor 
Alamillo was someone I could 
connect to because he was an 
undocumented student himself.”

Alamillo helped Landa find food, 

housing and a job on campus. He 
also earned a role in Landa’s life that 
made him more than a professor.

“He’s not just a mentor, he’s a 
lifeline. He’s kind of become the 
father I didn’t have growing up,” 
she said. “Professor Alamillo goes 
beyond what his job is to help 
students and does everything in his 
hands to protect us.”

Alamillo, who joined CI in 
2008 to build its Chicana/o 
Studies program, is well-known 

“Once you become my 
student, you become my 
student for life.” –José Alamillo

++++++
By Marya Jones Barlow

A professor supports his 
‘students for life’
Professor of Chicana/o Studies José Alamillo is recognized for cultivating 
enduring bonds with students and community
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Not many MBA students  
can say they ran a 

multinational company for 10 
weeks and made it a global leader. 
But Matthew Gobuty and Nicole 
Bogdanich, 2015 graduates of 
CI’s MBA program in the Martin 
V. Smith School of Business & 
Economics, did just that in a 
worldwide online business game 
competition.

Gobuty and Bogdanich scored 
10th out of 1,109 teams overall 
—coming within just two points 
of first place—in the Business 
Strategy Game (BSG). The game is 
an online simulation that places 
students in the role of CEO and 
CFO of a multinational company 
and tests their business knowledge 
and leadership skills. The pair beat 
teams from Australia to Bangkok, 
and ranked first in the key scoring 
measures of the game, stock price 
and earnings per share.

“I was fortunate enough to be 
partnered with a brilliant colleague,” 
said Gobuty, who works as a project 

engineer for Taft Electric Company. 
“The courses leading up to the 
BSG really paved the way to our 
understanding of the intricacies of 
business reflected in the game. We 
achieved scores that compete not 
only with nationally-known private 
universities, but international 
schools as well. I think that this is 
an early indicator of the long-term 
value CI/MVS’s MBA program has 
provided me.”

“We were surprised and proud 
to do as well as we did,” added 
Bogdanich, a restaurant manager. 
“It’s a tough game; nothing like 
I have ever experienced or done. 
Our strategy was to make mostly 
small changes and anticipate 
our opponents’ moves. It was a 
strategy of economies of scale—
and it worked.”

The Business Strategy Game 
is a common feature used in 
culminating—or “Capstone” 
—business classes at CI. Each 
student team competes to make its 
company the global market leader 

by creating and executing a strategy 
that results in a respected brand 
image, market leadership, and good 
financial performance, as measured 
by earnings per share, return on 
investment, stock price appreciation 
and credit rating. Along the way, 
the teams must make strategic 
decisions related to plant operations, 
distribution, warehouse operations, 
workforce compensation, online 
sales, retail sales, marketing and 
finance. Students compete against 
classmates and teams around the 
world.

“This is as close as we can get 
them to a comprehensive, real-life 
view of business,” said William P. 
Cordeiro, Associate Vice President 
for Academic Affairs and Director of 
the MVS School. “It pulls together 
all the skills, analysis and techniques 
they’ve learned in earlier courses and 
parallels a real company’s operation 
in a dynamic global market, 
incorporating teamwork, pressure 
under deadlines, constant change 
and integrated decision-making.” -C

MBA students shine in 
international Business 
Strategy Game
By Marya Jones Barlow
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Vanessa Bahena’s path to 
CSU Channel Islands began 

almost 12 years ago, on a fifth-
grade class field trip to the newly- 
formed campus. 

“I’ll never forget the enthusiasm 
of the CI students who greeted us 
at the bus and helped us cross the 
street,” she recalled. “They were so 
excited to share their passion for 
the University. It definitely made a 
lasting impression.”

As Bahena graduates from CI 
this year, she hopes to leave an 
equally lasting impression on the 
institution that she has come to 
regard as “family.”

The first two-term 
president to lead CI’s Student 
Government, Bahena bequeaths 
a legacy of student advocacy 
and empowerment on issues 
ranging from campus expansion 
and sustainability to smoking 
and sexual assault. Her work 
to represent CSU students and 
influence policymakers as a board 
member on the California State 
Students Association (CSSA) 
has taken her from Camarillo to 
Capitol Hill. As a participant and 
mentor in CI’s Equal Opportunity 
Program (EOP), she has inspired 
other students from challenged 
backgrounds not only to graduate 
from college but also to become 
active participants and leaders, 
earning her Maximus and EOP 
Student Leader of the Year Awards.

It’s a trajectory that sometimes 
amazes Bahena, a first-generation 
college student from Echo Park 
who almost failed her high school 
government class.

“As a teenager, I struggled 
through the loss of my mother to 
cancer,” she said. “When I came 
to CI, I was shy and scared, with 

no idea of what to expect. 
Suddenly, I had mentors who 
reached out and made me feel 
significant.”

Bahena arrived on campus as 
a freshman in 2011, planning 
to major in Performing Arts. 
But after attending a Student 
Senate meeting on a whim, she 
was surprised by how friendly 
and welcoming it was.

“I saw all these juniors and 
seniors talking about so many 
things I didn’t even realize 
existed on campus,” she said. 
“Then the Vice President, 
Jason Barnes, turned to me 
and said, ‘Thank you so much for 
showing up to our meeting. If you 
ever need anything, contact me.’ I 
couldn’t believe it was that easy to 
get involved.”

After attending a leadership 
retreat led by Vice President for 
Student Affairs Wm. Gregory 
Sawyer, Bahena had a whole new 
outlook. She changed her major 
to Communication and ran for 
Student Senate in the following 
election.

“It was then that I connected 
politics with doing something 
fun and purposeful to make a 
positive change,” she said. “CI is a 
place where administrators view 
students as partners in building 
a university that we can be proud 
of. I realized I wanted to make 
something of my time.”

She ran for president as a 
sophomore, becoming the first 
EOP student to hold the office, 
then tackled leadership roles 
in the CSSA, which represents 
the interests of the CSU’s more 
than 450,000 students. Bahena 
completed a coveted Panetta 
Leadership Seminar at CSU 

Monterey Bay and was re-elected 
Student Government President 
in 2014.

There are other highlights she 
remembers fondly, like speaking 
at commencement and taking the 
field as CI’s student representative 
in front of almost 50,000 cheering 
fans at Dodger Stadium during a 
CI Alumni & Friends Association 
Dodger Day event.

“I grew up right across the street 
from Dodger Stadium,” she said. 
“To stand on that same ground 
representing my community and to 
look out and see 1,000 members of 
my CI family in the stands wearing 
red was a powerful experience.”

After graduation, Bahena plans to 
work in the nonprofit sector, pursue 
a master’s degree in organizational 
communication, and one day obtain 
a doctorate in education, so she can 
inspire future college graduates and 
leaders.

“People with a story and a 
background like mine don’t usually 
become student body presidents,” 
she said. “It’s taught me to never 
underestimate someone and 
always be willing to contribute to 
someone’s growth.” -C

A leader awakened

By Marya Jones Barlow

Student Government President Vanessa 
Bahena found her voice at CI
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Beer, business and 
biotechnology might seem like 

strange bedfellows, but Jon “Jack” 
Chacon managed successful careers 
in all three before he was 30.

A former beer brewer in Seattle, 
the 2015 graduate of CI’s M.S. 
Biotechnology and MBA Dual 
Degree program took his chemistry 
talents in a different direction after 
moving to Santa Barbara in 2010.

“I realized beer was better suited 
to a hobby, and science had been 
my vocation all along,” he said. 
“The bioscience industry is a whole 
galaxy of variation and challenge.”

Chacon spent the past three 
years earning his master’s degree 
while working full-time at Wyatt 
Technology, a Goleta-based 
manufacturing technology firm 
that makes industry-leading laser 
light-scattering instruments for 
biological and pharmaceutical 
research. He chose CI’s dual-degree 
program for its innovative blend of 
graduate-level biological science and 
MBA courses and its convenience 
for working professionals.

“I came out of CI’s program a 
different person,” he said. “I never 
would have thought myself capable 
of thinking so analytically —and 

working so hard—if it hadn’t been 
demanded of me. The biotechnology 
portion of the dual degree has 
allowed me to speak more fluently 
with my Ph.D.-level colleagues about 
the experiments they perform, and 
the business portion has enabled me 
to move into a management position 
at my company.” 

Originally from Seattle, Chacon 
attended Seattle University, where 
he majored in chemistry. After 
graduating, he spent three years 
brewing, bottling, kegging and 
cellaring beer for Pike Brewing 
Company and Elysian Brewing 
Company.

Upon moving to Santa Barbara 
in 2010 with his wife, who’s 
pursuing a Ph.D. at UCSB, 
Chacon was ready for a change. 
After taking a technical support 
position at Wyatt, he researched 
various graduate programs and 

realized CI’s Dual Master’s in 
Biotechnology & Business was a 
perfect match.

While Chacon describes the 
challenge of juggling the program 
with a full-time job and a commute 
between Goleta and Camarillo as a 
“coup d’etat,” he says the rewards 
were well worth the struggle.

“In the past year, I’ve been 
promoted to manager of my 
department, which is directly 
correlative to the progress that 
I’ve made in school,” he said. 
“The exposure I’ve gotten in 
the MBA program has made 
clear to me that I would like to 
continue on with management 
and administration within the 
biotech industry.”

Chacon says he still brews 
beer regularly, and to balance 
out all those calories, he runs 
marathons. -C

From beer-making 
to biotechnology

By Marya Jones Barlow

Jack Chacon has always been drawn to the 
intersection of business and science

++++++++

“The exposure I’ve gotten in the MBA 
program has made clear to me that I would 
like to continue on with management and 
administration within the biotech industry.”
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It may be comforting for 
prospective students to know 

that financial aid and scholarships 
at CI are overseen by a woman 
appropriately named “Sunshine.”

Since 2011, Sunshine Garcia—
known for her bright smile and 
cheerful disposition—has helped 
thousands of CI students finance 
their college dreams as Director of 
Financial Aid and Scholarships.

“I love my job because we really 
do get to change people’s lives,” 
she said.

Though her work affects all 76 
percent of CI students who receive 
financial aid, Garcia manages the 
process mostly behind the scenes, 
supervising a 10-person team 
that administers over $50 million 
in federal, state and institutional 
funds each year. She spends the 
bulk of her time guiding financial 
aid policy and procedure and 
ensuring that CI is in federal, state 

and systemwide compliance.
As President of the California 

Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators (CASFAA), Garcia 
also presides over a statewide group 
representing more than 240 colleges 
and 1,000 professionals working 
to improve financial aid access for 
California students. Her role as 
CASFAA president occasionally 
places her in the national spotlight, 
meeting with legislators and 
advocating for students, financial 
aid professionals and federal aid 
programs on Capitol Hill.

It’s a goal that has personal 
significance for Garcia, who paid 
her way through college and 
graduate school with the help of 
work study jobs, federal grants 
and loans. As an undergraduate at 
Azusa Pacific University, Garcia was 
hired as a student assistant in the 
financial aid office and instantly fell 
in love with her future career.

“I knew this was my calling 
and where I belonged,” she said. 
“They treated me like family and 
mentored me.”

Garcia worked in the financial 
aid office throughout college and 
landed a job there after graduation. 
She continued to climb through 
the ranks in positions at Everest 
College, Cal Poly Pomona, Sallie 
Mae and Cleveland Chiropractic 
College, and earned her master’s 
degree before joining CI in 2011. 

She brought with her a strong 
devotion to her staff—one 
that embodies the nurturing 
environment that launched her 
financial aid career at Azusa Pacific 
almost 18 years ago.

“I would not be where I am today 
without the constant support of 
my staff and their brilliant minds, 
dedication and humor,” she said. 
“They are like family. We work 
hard and play hard, eat together, 
decorate for the holidays and spend 
many late nights together getting 
the job done for our students.”

Garcia has inspired more 
than a few students to follow in 
her footsteps. Edgar Martinez, 
a Spanish major who started 
working with Garcia as a student 
assistant in 2012, is completing his 
degree while working as a full-time 
financial aid specialist at CI.

“Sunshine has made a major 
impact in my professional 
and academic undergraduate 
experience,” he said. “She’s an 
exemplary leader who works with 
her team as one and a mentor 
that I look up to and respect. 
One of my ultimate goals is to 
work in higher education and 
be a financial aid director like 
Sunshine, who has impacted so 
many individuals like me.”

Garcia takes that role seriously 
and seeks out opportunities to 
counsel students when she can.

“A lot of students say, ‘I don’t 
want to take out loans,’” she said. 
“I share my story and tell them, 
‘You may have to borrow wisely.’ 
It helped me to get where I am, so 
I’m very thankful.” -C

A ray of ‘Sunshine’ 
for students in need
By Marya Jones Barlow
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A family of 10,000 joins 
a class of 3 million

The CI family keeps getting bigger. In 
addition to hitting the milestone of 10,000 alumni 

this year, CI joined the CSU Class of 3 Million, making 
its graduates exclusive members of the nation’s largest, 
most diverse and well-known public university system.

As CI’s accomplished alumni grow in number, they 
are also making a big impact on their alma mater and in 
their communities. More than 86 percent of CI graduates 
stay in the area, filling important roles from educators 
and entrepreneurs to police officers and politicians. 

They’re a generous bunch, too. Last year, donations 
from CI alumni rose 1,000 percent—and alumni 
participation on campus as mentors, speakers and 
volunteers also increased significantly.

“The power of that network of 10,000 alumni is 
strong and continually growing,” said Tania Garcia, 
CI’s Director of Development, Alumni Relations. 
“Everywhere I go, I encounter CI alumni carrying our 
mission pillars forward and making our community a 
better place.”

Garcia is quick to point out CI’s high level of Dolphin 
pride. In surveys, more than 91 percent of alumni 
say they’d choose CI again. And, even though it’s the 
newest and smallest CSU, Garcia says CI commands 

attendance rates at alumni 
events “that make other CSUs 
envious.” Last year’s Dodger 
Day attracted a record of 
more than 1,000 alumni and friends. The University’s 
Mentorship & Networking Night has grown 
exponentially. Half of all attendees leave the event with 
a job opportunity.

The perks of being a CI grad continue to grow. CI 
consistently wins national awards for sustainability, 
community service, work culture and embracing 
diversity. Alumni can look forward to expanded 
enrollment and new programs in the coming years, 
as CI adds degrees like a doctorate in Educational 
Leadership and a B.S. in Computer Engineering. New 
attractions like a Conference & Events Center and 
intercollegiate athletics will bring even more to cheer 
about.

Join the CSU Class of 3 Million online yearbook at 
classof3million.calstate.edu. Stay connected by 
joining CI’s Alumni & Friends Association, making 
a gift, becoming a mentor, or by attending and 
volunteering at CI events. Learn more at www.csuci.
edu/alumni/. -C

A class above: notable alums speak out

CHRISTY WEIR 
’05 Liberal Studies
Former Mayor of Ventura; City 
Council member since 2003

“CI provided a good balance and 
a strong foundation for my new 
political career. The opportunity for 
Ventura County residents to take 
advantage of an excellent institution 
so close to home has enriched our 
entire community. I’m excited to be 
a part of CI’s continuing growth as a 
highly-regarded center for education 
and culture.”

JEVON WILKES 
’12 Communication
Program Director for Echoes of 
Hope, Executive Board member 
for California Coalition for Youth

“Being a CI alumnus improves my 
life’s opportunities through a large 
external family network. I am able 
to turn to fellow alumni to give and 
receive support. Reaching 10,000 
alumni means CI has a big and 
growing family. Those relationships 
will flourish to make this world a 
better place.”

ROBERT LESTAK 
’14 Political Science
Founder of Wholly Hemp; social 
business entrepreneur

“I’m proud to be in on the ground 
floor of the new wave of education 
and to see CI growing right before 
my eyes. Any opportunity I have to 
involve myself in CI, I’m there. I love 
the close connection I have with the 
University; I still text my professors 
all the time.”

By Marya Jones Barlow
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When William “Bill” 
Kearney helped lay the 

foundation for a four-year public 
university in Ventura County 
more than 15 years ago, he never 
dreamed he’d end up earning its 
most distinguished degree.

On May 16, Kearney was awarded 
an honorary Doctorate of Humane 
Letters at CI’s 2015 Commencement 
ceremony, alongside more than 
2,000 graduates whose path 
he helped forge as one of the 
University’s earliest and most 
enduring champions.

“There is no way to describe what 
this honor means to me,” he said. “I 
feel like an ordinary individual who 
won the lottery without purchasing 
a ticket. I have been such a small 
part of our University’s development 
that the honor still feels unreal.”

Kearney’s sentiments reflect a 
humble modesty that is one of his 
hallmarks. A Senior Vice President 
of Private Wealth Management at 
Merrill Lynch in Oxnard, he has 
donated significant time, talent 
and financial resources to CI and to 
organizations throughout Ventura 
County. 

He and his wife, Elise, became 
founding members of the 
President’s Circle in 1999 and 
played an instrumental role in CI’s 
growth ever since. In 2003, Kearney 
joined the University’s Foundation 
Board of Directors, serving as 
Chairman from 2007 to 2009. 

Over the years, he’s secured 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in donations from local sponsors, 
resulting in the creation of student 
scholarships, the attainment of the 
Robert J. Lagomarsino Archives, 
the design and construction of 
the Margaret Tiplady Burgess 
Courtyard, and the building of the 
Central Mall Fountain. 

Kearney also regularly mentors 
CI students and graduates and 
volunteers for campus initiatives 
and events. Among his many 
community involvements, he 
has served on governing boards 
for Casa Pacifica, United Way 
of Ventura County, Community 
Memorial Health System, Rubicon 
Theatre, Rotary, and the Boys and 
Girls Club. His service has earned 
him such honors as Ventura 
County Philanthropist of the 
Year, CI’s Lagomarsino Award, 
and a Merrill Lynch Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

“In Bill you will find a leader who 
maintains high ethical standards, 
actively works for the betterment 
of humankind, is generous in 
all areas of his life, is driven for 
excellence, and brings joy to all 
who know him,” said CI President 
Richard R. Rush. “Bill is a humble 
man who does not seek grand 

recognition or attention. Rather, 
he finds satisfaction in knowing 
his service is benefiting those in 
need.”

Born and raised in Pomona, 
Kearney earned his degree in 
economics at UCLA while working 
in a factory and driving a truck.

“My college experience was 
one of the most enjoyable and 
valuable aspects of my life,” 
he said. “As such, I very much 
appreciate the availability of 
an affordable higher education 
option for our students.” -C

Longtime CI benefactor 
receives honorary doctorate
By Marya Jones Barlow

From left to right: George Leis, Mel Sheeler, Bill Kearney, 
and Hank Lacayo
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CI celebrates 
Commencement 2015
By Elizabeth Rubalcava, Director of Special Projects

CI celebrated its 13th Commencement with two ceremonies on 
Saturday, May 16.  Over 15,000 parents, families and friends cheered for 

approximately 1,600 students who received bachelor’s, master’s or teaching 
credentials during the morning and afternoon ceremonies.

The CI graduates helped achieve both campus and systemwide milestones 
for the CSU. With the ceremonies, CI celebrated the advancement of more 
than 10,000 graduates since the campus officially opened in August 2002. The 
graduates also became part of the CSU Class of 3 Million, a celebration marking 
the graduation of more than 3 million students on 23 campuses since the 
establishment of the CSU system. 

CSU Trustee Lillian Kimbell, President Richard Rush, and graduating 
Student Government President Vanessa Bahena provided remarks, and special 
presentations honored a prominent supporter and alumnus. During the 
morning ceremony, William “Bill” Kearney received an honorary Doctorate of 
Humane Letters, and Gary Cushing (’10 B.A. Political Science) was presented 
with the Alumni & Friends Association Distinguished Alumni Award during the 
afternoon ceremony.   

Marina Guzman, custodian in Facilities Services, was the honored staff 
member selected to ring the Navy ship bell to signal the beginning of 
Commencement. Phil Hampton, Professor of Chemistry and Project Director for 
CI’s Project ACCESO (Achieving a Cooperative College Education through STEM 
Opportunities), led the procession by carrying the Light of Learning. -C

go.csuci.edu/commencement15
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hsi success stories
Initiatives funded by CI’s status as a Hispanic-Serving Institution support 
a growing body of underrepresented students who will soon become a 
dominant national workforce.

By Marya Jones Barlow

To understand what it can mean to attend 
a Hispanic-Serving Institution, one need look no 

further than the story of Katia Garcia Nava. 
The daughter of migrant farmworkers, Nava spent 

her youth moving from school to school and working 
in the fields to support her family. Her attempts to 
attend college were repeatedly sidelined by financial 
and academic obstacles. 

Nava’s outlook brightened the day she enrolled 
at CI, where she found unprecedented support in 
programs designed specifically for students like her. 
After earning her bachelor’s degree in chemistry last 
year at age 37, Nava is on the path to a Ph.D. at the 
University of North Texas. Her goal is to become 
a professor and encourage the next generations of 
underrepresented groups in science. 

“Without the support I received at CI from 
programs like Project ACCESO, I probably would have 
dropped out,” she said. “The mentorship was vital and 
the research opportunities enabled me to work and 
pay for my education while also building my resume.” 

With the help of more than $16.4 million in federal 
funding, CI is working with students, educators 
and regional partners to create more success stories 
like Nava’s. One of the 12 percent of institutions 

nationwide classified a “Hispanic-Serving Institution” 
(HSI)—a term used by the federal government to 
describe colleges that are more than 25 percent 
Hispanic and that serve a significant number of low-
income students—CI is able to compete for coveted 
federal grants that strengthen and build institutional 
capacity to better serve low-income, underrepresented 
and predominantly Hispanic students. 

That’s a group that’s vital to California’s—and the 
nation’s—future. According to the Census Bureau, 
minorities will compose 57 percent of the U.S. 
population by 2060, with one in every three residents 
being Hispanic. 

Hispanic students are the nation’s fastest-growing 
college population, producing a 240 percent increase 
in enrollment over the last decade. In 2012, 49 
percent of Hispanic high school graduates enrolled at 
a postsecondary public institution, surpassing white 
student enrollment for the first time. With one-
fourth of all U.S. public school students identified as 
Hispanic, that trend is expected to grow. 

However, Hispanics still lag behind other groups 
in completing college. In 2012, fewer than 15 
percent of Hispanics ages 25 and older had earned a 
bachelor’s degree.

CI is working hard to buck that trend, with 
targeted academic programs and a university 
culture focused on helping all students thrive. 
Its seven federal Title V HSI initiatives (see CI’s 
HSI Initiatives graphic) target students in grade 
school through graduate study, educators in 
middle school through college, and parents and 
community members throughout Ventura and 
Santa Barbara Counties. 

“Our goal is to reach out to learners of all ages 
and all walks of life—as well as to their families, 
instructors, schools and colleges—so we can 
work together to help the kids in our community 
get into college, graduate, and become strong 
contributors to our region and nation,” said 
Amanda Quintero, Ph.D., Director of Hispanic- 
Serving Institution Initiatives at CI. 

Quintero, a first-generation success story 
herself, now leads CI’s efforts to secure federal 
HSI funding and make CI a nurturing and 
empowering place for traditionally underserved 
students. 

“The money we get from the federal 
government allows us to be innovative well 
beyond the resources we would get otherwise,” 
she said. “It enables us to identify the biggest 
hurdles to student success and work together as a 
community to remove those obstacles, share best 
practices, and collectively create a college-going 
culture in the region and a culture of academic 
student success at CI.” 

In Project ISLAS, which Quintero directs, CI 
faculty, staff and students do outreach in high 
schools and community colleges to thousands of 
students and their parents each year, building 
understanding and excitement for the college 
preparation process. Project ISLAS also helps 
first-year transfer students and freshmen at 
CI by embedding peer mentors from similar 
backgrounds, called “University Experience 
Associates,” in the classroom to serve as advisors, 
refer students to tutoring, and lead peer learning 
communities focused on equipping students 
with academic success strategies. Quintero says 
freshmen participating in this type of high-impact 
teaching and learning experience consistently 
outperform those who do not participate on 
measures of first-term academic performance, 
academic achievement, and retention. 

Soaring high as an HSI

Katia Nava and Alejandro Benitz, both first-generation CI 2014 
Chemistry graduates, are now pursuing Ph.Ds. at University of 
North Texas.

Nava: “Without the help I received from Project ACCESO and 
the Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation, I probably 
would have dropped out. The mentorship was vital in motivating 
me to finish my undergraduate education and continue on to 
graduate school.”

Benitz: “Project ACCESO helped change me from an 
unmotivated, below-average student in high school to a college 
leader. It showed me that the best way I could invest in my own 
education was not only to succeed in my own classes, but to help 
other students succeed as well.”

Kaia Tollefson, Ph.D., Director of Project Vista, 
which encourages students to pursue graduate and 
postbaccalaureate degrees, has also seen dramatic 
results. Since 2011, there’s been an 18 percent growth 
in overall postbaccalaureate enrollment. Credential 
and graduate students who identify themselves 
as Hispanic increased 400 percent, and students 
declining to state their ethnicity declined 60 percent. 

“The numbers reflect increased postbaccalaurate 
enrollment and pride of 
identity,” Tollefson said. 
“For many families, the post 
high school conversation has 
been focused on just going 
to college. Project Vista has 
expanded the conversation 
so we can talk to students 

about the trajectory of going to graduate school and 
the kinds of opportunities it brings—for students and 
our region.” 

Phil Hampton, Ph.D., Director of Project ACCESO, 
which aims to boost the number of students pursuing 
and graduating from STEM-related disciplines 

“Without the support I received at CI from 
programs like Project ACCESO, I probably would 
have dropped out.” –Katia Garcia Nava

++++++

Katia Garcia Nava and Alejandro Benitz, Project ACCESO

Abriana Diaz mentors first-year students as a University Experience Associate for Project ISLAS, an HSI initiative.
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project title grant amount 
and duration

project director description

Project ACCESO 
(Achieving a Cooperative 
College Education through 
STEM Opportunities)

$5.97 million  
over 5 years

Phil Hampton, Ph.D.
805-437-8869
philip.hampton@csuci.edu

Cindy Wyels, Ph.D.
805-437-3260
cindy.wyels@csuci.edu

Seeks to increase the number of  
underserved Hispanic and low-income 
students who are succeeding in and 
graduating from STEM majors at CI  
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) and also to support and 
encourage underserved students in the  
region in developing critical STEM skill sets 
and interest in STEM education and careers.

Project ALAS
(Aligning Learning and 
Academic Success)

$3.25 million 
over 5 years

Amanda Quintero, Ph.D.
805-437-3285
amanda.quintero@csuci.edu

Works to increase successful student 
transfers from community colleges to 
four-year institutions through faculty 
development and collaboration.

Project ISLAS
(Institutionalizing Student 
Learning, Access and 
Success)

$3.24 million 
over 5 years

Amanda Quintero, Ph.D.
805-437-3285
amanda.quintero@csuci.edu

Fosters a university-going culture 
through outreach and mentoring for 
high school and community college 
students in the region and promotes a 
culture of student success for first-year 
students at CI.

Project Vista $2.8 million 
over 5 years

Kaia Tollefson, Ph.D.
805-437-3125
kaia.tollefson@csuci.edu

CI initiative to increase the number of 
underrepresented students pursuing 
graduate and postbaccalaureate study.

Project iPath $1.1 million 
over 5 years

Amanda Quintero, Ph.D.
805-437-3285
amanda.quintero@csuci.edu

Collaboration between Santa Barbara 
City College and CI to improve transfer 
success and degree completion.

Project ASCENSCION
(Articulating STEM 
Cooperatives to Enhance 
Needs, Success, Integration, 
Outcomes & Networking)

$683,000 over 
5 years

Amanda Quintero, Ph.D.
805-437-3285
amanda.quintero@csuci.edu

Partnership between Oxnard College 
and CI to increase STEM academic 
support and graduation rates.

Engaging Latino 
Students for Transfer 
and College Completion

—
Amanda Quintero, Ph.D.
805-437-3285
amanda.quintero@csuci.edu

Partnership between Oxnard College 
and CI to enhance transfer success.

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math), 
reports similar signs of success. From 2011 
through 2013, the number of STEM majors at 
CI increased 37 percent, and Hispanic STEM 
majors increased 72 percent. 

Hampton also points to benchmarks like 4,500 
hours of student STEM tutoring last year and 
the Science Carnival, which drew more than 
3,000 young children and their parents to a fun, 
free night of science activities. 

“One of the great gifts of these initiatives is that 
they benefit everyone,” said Cindy Wyels, Ph.D., 
Project ACCESO’s Co-Director of Student Success. 
“They’re geared toward people who need those 
financial resources most, but they’re open to their 
classmates and community. Everyone wins.” 

That success is helping CI emerge as a leader 
among HSIs. This year, Quintero was elected 
President of the Alliance of Hispanic Serving 
Institution Educators (AHSIE), the national 
organization dedicated to sharing best practices 
of HSIs. The group selected CI as the host campus 
for its 2016 national conference. Earlier this 
year, CI was named a “Top College for Hispanic 
Students” by BestColleges.com, which ranked it 
19th in the nation for enrolling, supporting and 
graduating Hispanic students. And President 
Richard Rush was invited to be an expert panelist 
at both the Hispanic Association of Colleges 
and Universities’ 2014 national conference and 
ASHIE’s 2015 Best Practices Conference. 

While the recognition is rewarding, Quintero 
and other HSI project directors say their focus 
is on maintaining, improving, expanding and 
sharing CI’s most effective practices. 

“We can’t leverage federal funding forever,  
so we have an institutional responsibility to 
make sure the initiatives we’ve put in place are 
always there for our students,” Quintero said. 
“We have an opportunity now to pay it forward 
and share our successes and innovations in the 
national forum.” -C

hsi success story Cynthia Dore, Project Vista
Cynthia Dore, a seventh grade teacher at Briggs 
Elementary School in Santa Paula, is a three-time 
graduate of CI, with a bachelor’s, teaching credential 
and master’s degree. Project Vista gave her inspiration 
to continue on to her Ph.D. and create similar support 
programs for students at her school. 

“As a seventh grade teacher, I see kids already making 
the decision about whether or not to attend college. I 
realized I was in a position where I could change minds, 
so I might as well go for it. My students enjoy seeing me 
complete my educational goals alongside them.”

hsi success story

Kimberly Fuentes, a first-generation student from North 
Hollywood, credits Project ISLAS for her transformation from 
“uninvolved” and “feeling like I didn’t belong” to student leader. 

Now a University Experience Associate, Fuentes provides similar 
guidance to new students.

“Project ISLAS is making a difference by breaking down the 
barriers that many students encounter in their first year of 
college. The impact is more than just statistics and retention 
rates. Students are shifting their way of thinking and engaging in 
the university experience at CI. The students I mentor are now in 
leadership roles on campus. Being a mentor has a domino effect, as 
now I see my own students helping others.”

CI’S HSI INITIATIVES

Kimberly Fuentes, Project ISLAS

Community events like the Science Carnival are made possible by CI’s Project ACCESO, an HSI initiative.

go.csuci.edu/hsi
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Vision 2025 on the horizon
By Kim Lamb Gregory

This coming fall, the University will 
welcome about 2,000 new freshmen and transfer 

students. By 2025, that number is expected to be 
4,600, with a total enrollment of 12,500. In order to 
keep pace with the increasing student enrollment, the 
CI campus must grow.

“We need to expand academics, student life, student 
housing and other support facilities,” said John Gormley, 
CI’s Director of Planning, Design & Construction and 
Campus Architect. The steps required to realize CI’s 
future are outlined in the CI 2025 Vision Plan, a long-
term strategy to meet this demand.

The plan includes more classrooms, dining commons, 
wellness/recreational facilities, child care, a conference 
center and student housing. “We’re currently housing 
1,100 students in on- and off-campus housing,” Gormley 
said. “Most of the students in the Santa Cruz and 
Anacapa Villages are triple-bunked.”

Also in the pipeline are plans for new academic 
degree programs, both graduate and undergraduate, 
which will require financial backing. “New faculty must 
be hired to develop the curriculum,” said Associate 
Provost Daniel Wakelee. “Startup costs also include 
the acquisition of lab and other equipment used for 
research and instruction, as well as funding to support 
internships, students and faculty research activities.”

The environment of decreased public spending means 
CI Vision 2025 will have to be funded with private and 
public partnerships, donations and the development 
of the final phase of University Glen. University Glen is 
a community of affordable townhomes, single-family 
homes and apartments adjacent to the campus on 
property owned by the state.

The University Glen development is for CI faculty, 
staff and some other residents from outside the 

University. “University Glen was planned and 
developed to be a financial support mechanism for 
the University as well as an amenity to encourage the 
recruitment of faculty and staff to a region where 
many can’t normally afford housing,” Gormley said.

Preliminary plans for the undeveloped property 
on the east section of University Glen were originally 
intended to include 242 for-sale detached homes, but 
when the housing market collapsed in 2008, the plans 
had to be suspended and, ultimately, adjusted. Now 
that the economy is improving and demand for housing 
is intense in Ventura County, University leaders need 
to identify, through exploration, which option for the 
undeveloped phase of University Glen is most preferable. 

In March, the CSU Board of Trustees approved 
CI’s concept for the expansion of University Glen. 
This summer, a working group will be assembled to 
provide input on what the appropriate mix is for 
the development. The group will include faculty, 
staff, University Glen residents and others from the 
community. CI plans to return to the CSU Board of 
Trustees in the fall of 2016 with its recommendation. 
It hopes for approval of the final plan and engagement 
of a yet-to-be-chosen private development partner 
shortly thereafter.

“The investment made in the University will reward 
the community for decades to come with well-educated, 
well-prepared graduates ready to fill the jobs that our 
region needs to thrive,” Gormley said. “We are an 
economic engine and one of the largest employers in 
the county and as we grow, that will just continue. More 
importantly, our graduates give back many times over to 
the economic health of our communities.”

For additional information about CI’s 2025 Vision 
Plan, visit: www.csuci.edu/ci-2025/-C
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Math student takes her 
research to Capitol Hill
By Kim Lamb Gregory

CI Mathematics graduate student Dana 
Cochran rarely works with numbers. “You tell 

someone you’re a math major and they immediately 
want you to calculate the tip in your head,” said 
Cochran, 24. “The more advanced you are in math, the 
more you realize there’s not a single number on our 
whiteboards.”

That’s because advanced level math students like 
Cochran are working with abstract concepts, which 
they can use to help solve real world problems. 
Cochran used her mathematical skills to help 
streamline a diagnostic procedure in 
the world of medicine. The research 
she conducted impressed the Council 
on Undergraduate Research enough 
to earn her a trip to Washington D.C. 
in April to participate in the Council’s 
“Posters on the Hill” event. 

Cochran was one of 60 participants 
chosen from more than 500 applicants 
from colleges and universities around 
the nation. “I was really excited,” said 
Cochran’s mentor, Associate Professor 
of Mathematics Kathryn Leonard, 
Ph.D. “I don’t ask all of my students to 
apply to ‘Posters on the Hill’ but she’s a 
wonderful student with a great attitude 
and great work ethic.”

Held April 22 and 23, “Posters on 
the Hill” was an opportunity for the chosen student 
researchers to set up posters detailing their research 
in a gallery setting. Members of U.S. Congress, 
staffers, journalists and other invited guests then 
had a chance to examine the posters and hear about 
each student’s research. “It’s exciting and also very 
nerve-wracking because I know I’ll have to talk in 
front of people,” Cochran said before the event. “I’m 
going to be very nervous. You never know who’s 
going to walk up to the poster. A mathematician? A 
journalist? A senator?”

Cochran’s research involved developing a database 
for physicians examining patient brain scans for 
the possibility of schizophrenia. Her goal was to 
build a database that would allow doctors to feed in 
the scans and find out whether the mathematical 
coordinates on the shape of the brain suggested the 
possibility of schizophrenia. 

“Studies have shown that the shape of a part of the 

brain called the ‘corpus 
callosum’ will vary 
according to whether 
you have the disease,” 
Cochran said. 

Leonard began the 
research project and 
invited Cochran to be a 
part of it in the fall of 
2013, after watching 
Cochran sail through 
linear algebra classes 

during her sophomore year. “That’s when students 
transition from computation to abstract thought,” 
Leonard said. “It’s something most students struggle 
with, so I asked her to join my research group 
the following year.” Leonard mentored Cochran 
as Cochran created the poster for the event in 
Washington.

The trip, Cochran said, was an inspiration. A 
highlight for her was looking at posters from 
other high-achieving students from across the 
U.S., visiting the National Museum of American 
History and speaking to scientists and researchers 
at the Office of Science and Technology. “They were 
saying ‘Don’t be afraid to take risks. Do things that 
challenge you,’” Cochran said. 

Cochran returned from Washington energized 
and enthusiastic about continuing her graduate 
school studies with plans to someday teach math at a 
college level. -C
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Business & Technology 
Leadership Dinner

On April 16, CI held its 
11th Annual Business & 

Technology Partnership (B&TP) 
Leadership Dinner at the Crowne 
Plaza Ventura Beach. Housed 
in the Martin V. Smith School 
of Business & Economics, the 
B&TP is a collaborative effort 
between CI and community 
leaders, business and technology 
executives and professionals, 
promoting technological 
excellence among CI students, 
faculty and staff for the benefit of 
the region’s economy.

Awardees included: Christopher 
Meissner, founder and President of 
Meissner Filtration Products, Inc., 
Business and Community Leader of 
the Year; Lynda Weinman, Executive 
Chair of the Board and Co-Founder 
of Lynda.com, Technologist of the 
Year; and Priscilla Liang, CI Associate 
Professor of Finance, Faculty Leader 
of the Year.

Student recipients of $6,000 
scholarships were: Vivianna Day 
’16 Chemistry, Nicholas Montgomery 
’16 Mathematics, Oanh Tran ’17 
Biology, Pieter van Zyl ’16 Nursing, 
and Leonard Vigeant ’18 Nursing. 

SPONSORS FOR THIS YEAR’S 
EVENT INCLUDED 
Title Sponsor: Union Bank
Banquet Sponsor: Joan & Dennis 
Gaiser
Networking Sponsors: Anderson 
Construction, Inc., Square One 
Architecture, O’Connor Electric, Inc., 
and Climate Control Company 
Invitation Sponsor: Aera
Wine Sponsor: Airborne 
Technologies
Innovation Sponsor: Montecito 
Bank & Trust
Video Sponsor: Pacific Western Bank 
Program Sponsor: Ventura County 
Credit Union
Supporting Sponsor: Martin 
V. Smith School of Business & 
Economics
Technology Sponsor: Rabobank
Award Sponsors: Barbara & 
Wayne Davey, Elise & Bill Kearney, 
and Nancy & Carl Wesely
Media Sponsors: Pacific Coast 
Business Times and Ventura County 
Star
In-Kind Sponsors: Malisse 
Restaurant, Luners Production 
Services, The Tower Club, and 
Trufflehound’s Fine Chocolates -C

(Front row, l-r): CI Foundation Board Chair George Leis, Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin, 
President Richard Rush and awardees Priscilla Liang, Lynda Weinman and Christopher 
Meissner.  (Back row, l-r): Scholarship recipients Pieter van Zyl, Vivianna Day, Oanh Tran, 
Nicholas Montgomery, and Leonard Vigeant. 

B&TP Leadership Dinner 
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The Scott 
family

Long before there was a 
campus—or even a name—for 

Ventura County’s four-year public 
university, the Scott family was 
championing it. Early supporters 
of the University since the 1970s, 
Gerald (Scotty) and Dorothy 
(Dotty) Scott passed that zeal 
to their children, Jerry, Mark 
and Andrea. Today, the family 
is a key sponsor of scholarships, 
events and other gifts, providing 
assistance personally and through 
their family-owned and operated 
vending service business, Canteen 
of Coastal California.

“CI is an asset to the 
community,” said Dotty Scott. 
“When you support the University, 
you’re supporting the entire 
community.”

The family settled in Oxnard in 
1972, when Scotty, a Navy veteran 
of World War II, started his own 
franchise of Canteen, the national 
vending company where he 
climbed the ranks from serviceman 
to Bay Area General Manager. 
The family business grew into the 
region’s largest vending service 
operator, now with 59 employees 
serving Ventura, Santa Barbara, 
Los Angeles, Kern, and San Luis 
Obispo Counties. 

Active philanthropists, the Scott 
family supports causes ranging 
from children’s charities and food 

banks to cancer research, cultural 
institutions and education. Unable 
to complete college themselves 
due to economic conditions and 
busy work and family lives, Scotty 
and Dotty wanted to make the 
opportunity available to needy 
students in their community.

Along 
with their 
three grown 
children, 
who are now 
running 
the family 
business, 

they established the Scott Family 
Endowed Scholarship, which 
sponsors students in their studies 
at CI. Though Scotty passed away 
in 2006, the family carries on 
the business and philanthropic 
outreach, extending support 
to more than 50 organizations 
throughout the region.

“As business owners, we have 
a stake in creating a healthy 
community and business 
environment in Ventura County,” 
said Jerry Scott, Vice President 
and General Manager of Canteen 
of Coastal California. “By 

investing in CI, we can be part of 
the effort to create a more highly 
skilled, educated workforce and 
to attract and retain businesses in 
our region.”

The Scotts and Canteen of 
Coastal California are keen 
contributors, providing 
everything from scholarship and 
sponsorship funds to water, sodas 
and snacks for campus relays and 
events.

They also recently became the 
lead donors for the Founder’s 
Court, CI’s newest fundraising 
initiative to launch an 
intercollegiate athletics program. 
Avid golf and sports enthusiasts, 
the family looks forward to 
contributing another significant 
step in CI’s advancement.

“An athletic program is 
something that will really 
promote health and wellness 
and build on CI’s culture of 
camaraderie and community 
partnership,” Jerry said. “We 
love seeing how beautifully the 
campus has transformed and 
knowing that something tangible 
is happening as a result of our 
involvement.” -C

By Marya Jones Barlow

Two generations give 
CI support

“When you support the 
University, you’re supporting the 
entire community.” –Dotty Scott

++++++

Mother and son donor duo Dotty and Jerry Scott.
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Gifts from 
Individuals 
LEGACY GIVING

Jeanne Adams  ++++
Anonymous
Libby Barrabee  +
Megan Bell
Judy and Steve Block
Eileen and 
 Mario de los Cobos  ++++
Mary Darakjy  +
Linda and John Dullam  ++++
Joyce Kennedy  ++++
Norma and Robert Lagomarsino
Philippe Larraburu
Terri and Mark Lisagor  ++++
Beckie and Owen Lubow
Thomas McKiernan
Carole and Douglas McRae  +
Ruth O’Rourke
Louise and Neil Paton  ++
Phyllis Pattison
Anna and Fletcher Pavin  ++++
Patricia Richards Dodds and 
 Thomas Dodds  ++++
Grace Robinson  +
Rhonda and Donald Rodriguez
Karen Romney
Marianne Slaughter and Dee Press
Sheila and John Suarez  ++
Barbara Thorpe  ++++
Nancy and Carl Wesely  ++
Kathleen and Robert Wulf  ++
Cynthia J. Wyels

MAJOR GIFTS

Anonymous
Sue and Edward Birch  +
Fran Hawthorne
Ralph Iannelli  +
Elise and William Kearney  ++++
Ria and Andrew Lee
Doris and John Notter  +
Barbara and 
 Herbert Rosenkrantz  +++
Karen and Peter Wollons  +

$10,000–$24,999

Penny and Clifton Crutchfield
Robert Lovgren
Jane and Richard Rush  +++
Kimberly and Charles Sandlin
Desmond Sandlin

$5,000–$9,999

Anonymous  ++++
Barbara and Steven Blois  +++
Mary Darakjy  Σ+
Nancy and Erbie Daw
Ann Deal
Linda and John Dullam  Σ++++
Marilyn Fordney and Sandor Havasi  +
Virginia and Martin Furmanski
Joan and Dennis Gaiser
Robbie and Larry Hibbler  +
Leah and Hank Lacayo  +++
Terri and Mark Lisagor  Σ++++
Mimi and Dennis Muraoka  +++
Dorothy Scott
Loretta and Jerry Scott
Nancy and Carl Wesely  Σ++
Keith Westcott
Cynthia J. Wyels  Σ

$1,000–$4,999

Jeanne Adams  Σ++++
Eugene Andreasen  ++++
Anonymous
Anonymous  ++
Victoria and Manuel Arcabos

Libby Barrabee  Σ+
Marilyn and Roger Benson  ++
Celina and Amir Biniaz  ++
JJ and Jim Birkenshaw
Celeste and Robert Bleicher  +++
Nancy Chappell and 
 John Borchard  ++++
Sieg Borck  +
Nancy Britton
Marni Brook
Marguerite and Jeffrey Browne  ++++
Nina Butler  ++++
Karen Carey and Allan Cohan  +
Margaret and Kevin Carey  ++
Keets and Hugh Cassar  +
Malinda Pennoyer and 
 Yvon Chouinard  ++++
Marie and William Cordeiro  +++
Joanne Coville and 
 Steve Stewart  +++
Lauren and Kevin Cruz  +
Heather and Milton Daily  ++++
Barbara and Wayne Davey
Eileen and 
 Mario de los Cobos  Σ++++
Carla and Harold Edwards  +
Vicki Engard  ++
Sandra Robertson and 
 Robert England  +
Carol and Handel Evans  ++++
Genevieve Evans Taylor and 
 Curtis Taylor  +
Therese and Peter Eyermann  ++
Karen and Glen Farr  +++
Elizabeth Rothrock and 
 Scott Frisch  ++
Christine Garvey and 
 George Gelles  +
Lydia and Grant Geissman  ++
Rod Gilbert  +
Eva and Armando Gomez  +
Carol and Allan Gottlieb  +
Geri and Fred Gretan  ++
Elizabeth and John Grether  ++++
Tamara and Keith Gunther
Donna Gustafson
Brooke and Philip Hampton  ++
Sharon and Clint Harper  +
Elizabeth Hartung-Mendiguren and   
 Ignacio Mendiguren  ++
Sharon and William Hillbrant  ++
Carol Holder and 
 John Mallinckrodt  +++
Carol and Howard Hoover  ++++
Carolyn Huntsinger  ++++
Gayle Hutchinson  +
Nichole and Dallas Ipach  ++
Janet and John Jacobs  +
Karen Jensen and Don Frazeur  ++
Joan and Charles Karp  +
James Kelly  +
Joyce Kennedy  Σ++++
Sandra and Jordan Laby  +++
Samuel Lee
George Leis  +
Julia Newman and 
 Saul Lessler  ++++
Leslie London  +
Beckie and Owen Lubow  Σ
The Magaña Family  +
Mark Maidel  +++
Anne and Eugene Mancini  ++
Jacqueline and Albert Marley  ++
David Maron  +
Neil Matsumori  ++++
Laura McAvoy and 
 Sol Chooljian  ++++
Margaret Meehan and 
 Joaquin Nunez  ++++
Laura and Christopher Meissner  +++
Barbara Meister  ++++
Carolyn and John Menne  ++++
Laura and Paul Meyer

Nancy and Jason Miller  +
Edna and George Moore
Nicki and Michael Morris  ++
Roxanna and Lon Morton
Rosanne and Melvyn Nachman  +
Jean Nesper  +
Colleen and Tom Nevins
Laura and Douglas Newton
Diane and Doug Off  ++++
Brenda and Robert Parry  ++
June and Clayton Paschen  +++
Louise and Neil Paton  Σ++
Anna and Fletcher Pavin  Σ++++
Berta DePerez and Rafael Perez
Diana and David Pollock
Elizabeth and Emilio Pozzi  +
David Press
Ann and Michael Ragen  ++++
Alison and Peter Ratcliffe
Roxie Ray  ++++
Caroline Raymond  ++
Lynetta Ivey-Reid and John Reid  ++
Patricia Richards Dodds and 
 Thomas Dodds  ++++
Ellen and James Rinde  ++
Grace Robinson  Σ+
Pamela and Neil Rocklin  ++++
Elizabeth and Timothy Rubalcava  +
Patricia Salem  ++++
Sue and John Saunders  ++

Rita and Gregory Sawyer  +++
Franca Scardenzan
Susan Schaefer and 
 Hale Conklin  +++
Mary Schwabauer  ++++
Dianne and Randy Shaw
Diana and Timothy Smith  ++
Tamara and Brad Stark
Heidi and Barton Stern
Bruce Strathearn
Stephen Stratton  ++
Sheila and John Suarez  Σ++
Leo Tauber  ++++
Barbara Thorpe  Σ++++
Louie Valdez  +
Barbara and Robert Valdez  ++++
Patricia and Michael Velthoen
Richard Wagner  ++++
Joanne and Daniel Wakelee  +++
Marcia and Earl Wakelee  +

Rosalind Warner and 
 Michael Hogan  +
Patricia and Robert Westberg  +
Kathleen and Robert Wulf  Σ+++
Celina Zacarias  ++
Johanna and 
 Wilhelmus Zwinkels  ++++

$1–$999

Pamela Abbott Mouchou and 
 David Mouchou
Tina and Christopher Abe
Joan and Mark Abellera
Jose Aceves
Jaime Adame
Mable May and Michael Adams
Cassidy Adlof
Leticia Aguayo
Waheed Akberzie
Samrana and Nadim Akram
Jose Alamillo
Blanc and Cesar Aldana
Brenda Alegria
Ryan Alexander
Ana Alfaro
Stephen Allen
Timothy Allen
Shawn Allois
Adriana Almazan
Erin and Simone Aloisio

Lauren Alonzo
Daniela Alvarado
Edwin Alvarado
Reyna Alvarado
Shelley Alvarado
Daniel Alvarez
Stephanie Alvarez
Kevin Amaya
Brenda Ambriz
Corey Amico
Douglas Anaya
Colleen and John Andersen
Kristine and Craig Anderson
Kaitlyn Anderson
Judith Jenner and Keith Anderson
Tisha Anderson
Susan Andrzejewski
Lisa Angelique
Anonymous
Andrew Antone
Octavio Apodaca

Ana Arenas
Jenny Arevalo
Michael Arif
Kristina and Patrick Ariniello
Juanita and Gilbert Armas-Guzman
Jeri Armstrong
Katherine Armstrong
Kristopher Aros
Carlota Arreola
Daniel Arriaga
Victor Arriola
Noriko and James Artero
Andrea Arvizu
Patricia and Charles Ashbrook
David Ashley
Christine and Steven Ashley
Margaret and Tony Au
Christopher Austin
Lyndsay Heitmann and 
 Nathan Avery
Justine Avila
Gabriela and Mario Ayala
Angela Azevedo
Lorilyn Babasa
Glen Baerenz
Estefania Baez
Angela Jane Bagacina
Darlene Baker
Fatima Balanga
Taralynn Balingit
Diana Ballesteros
Melissa Baran
Matthew Barker
Bianca Barnes
Elizabeth and Daniel Barnes
Jason Barnes
Jeremiah Barrera
Krystyne Barrera
Roberto Barrientos
Eric Barrow
Caroline Base
Schaeanne Bateman
Andrea Bates
Norman Bates
Miles Bauer
Joseph Beckerle
Megan Bell
Taylor Bellina
Dalia Benavente
Kevin Benitez
Alejandro Benitz
Rachel Benjamin
George Benz
Joseph Beranger
Will Berg
Ann Walker and Michael Berman
Anthony Bernardo
Justin Bernstein
Betty and Blake Berriochoa
Carolyn Berry
Yvonne and Chris Besvold
Bonnie and Gunnar Biggs
Elizabeth Bingham
Matthew Bischof
Jeannie Bjork
Judy and Steve Block
Richard Block
Jamison Blok
Deborah and Stephen Blum
Nicole Bock
Yvette Bocz and Ty Whitney
Kenneth Bohn
Christopher Bombara
Jeremy Booker
Alissa Borsuk
Xanthe Bouma
Michael Bourgeois
Shaima Bouzhou
Ashley Bowen
Nicole and Jeremy Bower
Stephanie Bower
Esther Box
Jedrasik Bozena

With the support of government officials, 
corporations, philanthropists, community 
groups, and individuals, CSU Channel Islands 
(CI) has been able to launch innovative 
academic programs that meet industry needs 
and prepare students with multicultural, 
global, and interdisciplinary perspectives. 

As partners in our educational mission our 
supporters are critically important to the 
University’s successes. Your support allows 
for the exploration of new concepts and 
transformational research that has the power 
to change lives, strengthen our communities, 
and produce results with global impacts. 

We invite you to get to know our students, 
faculty and staff. We ask you to support CSU 
Channel Islands and encourage you to learn 
more about CI. Please contact us at 805-437-
8893 or nichole.ipach@csuci.edu to find out 
how you can get involved.

Honor Roll of Donors

Legacy Members Σ  President’s Circle Members + Five to Nine-Years ++ Ten to Fourteen Years +++ Fifteen Years and Above ++++

Stephanie Bracamontes
John Bradley
Natalie Bradley
David Brand
Kaitlin Brennan
Marea Briggs
Danielle Brinkman-Vera
Jeanette Briseno
Jeffrey Brousseau
Patty Brown
Madeline Brownsea
Benjamin Brust
Deborah Bryant
Lori Buchanan
Gladstone Bucknor
Samantha Budy
Noel Buena
Roberto Bueno
Diane Buhl
Susan Dussing and James Bukowski
Stacey Bullington
Brandie and Ryan Burke
Jacqueline and Richard Burley
Catherine and Elaine Burriss
Chase Burton
Jenna and Christopher Bush
Connor Bush
Anneka Busse
Sean Byrd
Helena and Randall Byron
Jessica Cabasug
Dennis Cabral
Robert Cabral
Moises Cabrera
Maria Calderas
Elvia Calderon
Jennifer Calderon
Sandra Callaway
Emily Campagna
Berenise Campos
Susan Campos
Tiffany Canfield
Shanna Cannon
Denise and Donald Carbone
Melissa Cardenas
Celia Cardona
David Carlson
Andrew Carmichael
Andrea Carmona
Cassandra Carpenter
Graciela Carrasco Reyes
Ann and Paul Carter
Maribeth Butler Case and 
 Michael Case
Kandyce Cash
Colin Cassuto
Jose Castellon
Jesse Castillo
Maria Castillo
Ana Castro
Krista Catalano
Greg Cauchon
Efrain Cazares
Erika Centeno
Jordan Cerovski
Kristina Cervi
Suzanne Chadwick
Victoria Chanhmanee
Khamsorn Chanthavong
Stephanie Chapman
Steve Chapman
Dana and Robert Chapp
Paul Chaput
Marcia and Marc Charney
Clarisse Chavanne
Kelsey Chavez
Minder and Irene Chen
Amanda Chinn
Jordyn Chism
Lily and Miles Christensen
Travis Christian
Renny Christopher
Brett Cipperly
Valerie-Cirino-Paez and Armand Paez
Adam Clark
Tia and Jack Clarke
Ashley Clay

Caroline Cleaver
Tamyetria Clem
Kevin Clement
Bijian Fan and Jerome Clifford
Kimberly and Darrin Clubb
Jeffrey Coffman
Emily Cohen
Kimm Colarossi
Asension and John Cole
Lauren Cole
Quristin Coleman
Cecily Colgate
Courtney Collins
Catherine Colquhoun
Joshua Comer
Sarah Conlon
Brian Contreras
Roberto Contreras
Ruth Contreras
Tess Cook
Cynthia Cooper
Idalmy Coot
Brittany Corey
Leslie Cornejo
Krystal Cornelius
Jenine Corona
Veronica and Ernest Coronado
Cara Corrigan
Rodolfo Cortez
Rudy Cortez
Kyle Cossey
Kaitlyn Cotton
Sue and Nick Covarrubias
David Coventry
Robin Covey
Brianna Cox
Camille and Philip Cox
Robert Cox
Jude Cozza
John Crittenden
Tyler Crowley
Maria and Miques Cuevas
Christopher Cuilty
Donna Turner and Bruce Culver
Megan Cummings
Scott Cummings
Marites Cunanan
Wendy Cundari
Jonathan Cunningham
Mark Curtis
Julie and Gary Cushing
Amanda Czarnecki
Anita D’Aguilar
Max Dally
Pamela and Glenn Daly
Erica D’Ambruoso
Odette Austria and Hung Dang
Zachary Daniel
Rachel and Eric Danielson
Wendy and Rick Datan
Ashleigh Davis
Christopher Davis
Danny Davis
Bonita and Gary Davis
Pamela and Larry Davis
Lasonya Davis
Stephanie De La Torre
Ariana De Leon
Raquel De Los Santos
Marlene and Geoff Dean
Toni and Curtis DeBoni
Carrick DeHart
Siriwan Dejdumrongwood
Suellen Delaney
Michael Delgado
Genesis and Steven Delong
Amy Denton
Lauren DeOliveira and Mia de Paula
Alyssia and Matthew Derenski
Cindy and Jay Derrico
Lisa DeSouza
Michael Diaz
Rosalie and Jesus Diaz
Brittany Dickinson
Laine Dickison
Jacquelynn DiNardo
Michele Dineley

Paul DiSalvio
Maria Distin
Linette and Clyde Doheney
Caroline and Stephen Doll
Steve Dome
Adriana Dominguez
Stephanie Donaghe
Vanessa Donati
Jeffrey Donlin
Angelica and Michael Donlon
Lauren Ann Dorotheo
Gina Dossin
Shella Douet
Aaron Dowell
Brandon Dowling
Alisha Doyle
Phillip Doyle
Chloe Drane
Sheri and Kevin Drom
Leonard Dryer
Barbara and Walter Dryfoos
Charlene Duarte and 
 Manolo de Jesus Duarte Dubon
Ona Brictson and Henry Dubroff  +
Araceli Duenas
Cynthia Duke
Meagan Dumford
Melissa and Bill Dundas
Carla Dunn
Cedric Dunn
Colin Duong
Alma Duran
David Duran
Maria and Joseluis Duran
Ashley Ebberson
Nelson Edejer
Ternel Edejer
Julianne Newsome and 
 Michael Edelstein
Bradley Edmondson
Susan and Dan Eggert
Janet Egiziano
Pat and Chris Ehret
Joseph Elkins
Chelsea Elliott
Dedreiana Elliott
Caitlin and 
 Jeremiah Elliott-Workman
Courtney Ellis
Dylan Ellis
John Ellis
Deanne Ellison
Jamie Elmer
Jennifer and Steven Elson
Kristie and Richard Elzinga
Eric Engel
Jacqueline and David Engen
Charles Ennis
George Enos
Joel Enriquez
Elke-Henriette Erdei
April Escobar
Kim Escobar and Benjamin Corralejo
Julia Escobosa
Iliana Espinoza
Maria Espinoza
Marysol Esquivel
Patricia and Roger Essick
Shunnette Estis
Andrea Estrada
Paula Eulogio
Christian Evans
Judith Evans
Susan Eversole
Martha and Norman Fahnoe
Hussien Fakour
Michael Fallon
Leah and Ed Fang
Korri Faria
Sofia Farid
Kristina Farley
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Randolph Hinton
Heidi Hintz
Barbara Hoffman
Katie and Christopher Hoffmann
Joanne Hok
Norma Holanov
Nicole Holland
Debra Hollins
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Zachary Ingram
Carol and Dennis Isleib
Audrey Italiano
Nicole Izzo
Monica Jacinto
Aubrey Jackson
Patrice Jackson
Roberta and Dale Jacobs
Marsha and Ralph Jacobson
Farah Jadhavi
Aena Jafar
Leianne Jaimes
Maria James
Melissa and Timothy Jarnagin
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Ontario “Terry” Lacey is a testament 
to what a self-described “late bloomer” can 

accomplish. After dropping out of college at the age 
of 18, he joined the Navy and became an aviation 
electrician. In his 30s, he finished college and 
launched a minor-league football career with a 
championship-winning team. This year, at the age of 
40, he’s graduating from medical school and starting 
his residency in internal medicine at the Naval 
Medical Center San Diego as a lieutenant.

“I never rest on what I’ve done in the past,” he said. “I 
use failure and fear of failure as motivation. I’m always 
looking ahead to what I want to accomplish.”

Lacey grew up in the Tuxedo 
housing projects of Birmingham, 
Alabama, the oldest of four 
children, raised by his mother and 
grandmother. He was a gifted student 
and showed an early aptitude for 
science and medicine—an interest 
stoked by his siblings’ battles with 
sickle cell anemia and experiences 
working in the lab of University of 
Alabama Professor Gail Cassell, one of 
the nation’s leading infectious disease 
specialists, now at Harvard University.

Lacey was awarded a prestigious 
Bausch & Lomb Science Scholarship 
to the University of Rochester in New 
York, but adjusting to the foreign 
environment proved too much for 
him. He dropped out after a year and 
returned to Birmingham, where he 
met his wife and joined the Navy.

Over the next 15 years in the 
Navy, Lacey moved to New Orleans 
and California, climbed the ranks to supervisor, 
welcomed a daughter, and launched a minor-league 
football career. But he never abandoned his dream 
of medical school. While on active duty at Point 
Mugu, he enrolled in community college. In 2008, 
he transferred to CI as a chemistry major.

“CI was a welcome contrast to my experience at the 
University of Rochester,” he said. “The professors were 
so approachable and helpful. The campus was beautiful. 
I loved every minute of my time there. I’m very proud I 
graduated from CI. I tell everybody about it.”

Lacey participated in the Louis Stokes Alliance 
for Minority Participation, performed Alzheimer’s 
research with Associate Professor of Chemistry Blake 
Gillespie, played football for the West Coast Sharks 
and the Inglewood Blackhawks, and graduated cum 
laude in 2010. 

He was recruited by the University of Missouri School 
of Medicine and enrolled in 2011. There he served 
on the medical school’s admission committee for two 
years, was president of the Student National Medical 
Association chapter for two years, and received both 
the Welliver Scholarship in Neurology for Multiple 
Sclerosis and the American Academy of Family 

Physicians FHFM summer scholarship. 
“I love internal medicine because it’s solving a 

puzzle,” he said. “I enjoy interacting with the patients 
and figuring out how to solve their problems. It’s just 
like ‘House.’”

Lacey and his family are pleased to return to 
California, which feels like home. But Lacey says that’s 
not the end of the road for him.

“I’d like to be the dean of a medical school one day,” 
he said. “If I can come from the projects to where I’m 
going, anything is possible.” -C

The triumph of a ‘late bloomer’

By Marya Jones Barlow

Ontario Lacey, ’10 B.S. Chemistry 

Chemistry grad took a long but impressive road to becoming a doctor

Photo courtesy of J. Evan Arnold
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CI graduate Ontario Lacey talks with a patient at the Cooper County Memorial Hospital, where 
he worked and volunteered while attending the University of Missouri School of Medicine.

On behalf of the students, faculty, and staff, we gratefully acknowledge the following donors who made gifts in support of 
California State University Channel Islands during 2014. Every gift makes a difference and every donor is appreciated. Every 
effort has been made to post a complete and accurate list. Please report errors to the Development office at 805-437-3165.

Honor Roll of Donors

Legacy Members Σ  President’s Circle Members + Five to Nine-Years ++ Ten to Fourteen Years +++ Fifteen Years and Above ++++

Kamryn White
Mary White
Douglas Whitesell
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AT&T
Bank of America Charitable   
 Foundation, Inc
Healthstat, Inc.
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Wells Fargo Bank
Wells Fargo Foundation
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Franklin Templeton Giving Fund
Gannett National Shared Service   
 Center
GFWC Camarillo Women’s Club
Golden State Self Storage
Gordon Ross Medical Foundation
Heritage Oaks Bancorp
Hi-Temp Insulation
Johnson and Johnson Employee   
 Funds
Meissner Filtration 
 Products, Inc.  +++
Merritt H. Adamson Trust
Mission Wealth Management, LLC
Morton Capital Management
Ojai Oil Company  ++++
Pacific Western Bank
PCL Construction Services, Inc.
Professional Planning  +
San Diego State University

Santa Rosa Plaza 
 Associates LLC  ++
Scott Family Foundation
Silicon Valley Foundation
Southern California Edison
St. John’s Regional Medical Center
TOLD Corporation  +++
UBS Financial Services
United Way of Ventura County
Vanguard Charitable
Ventura County Credit Union
Westlake Village Inn

$100–$999

Al Lowe Construction, Inc.
Amgen Foundation
Arnold LaRochelle Mathews   
 VanConas & Zirbel LLP
Aurora Vista Del Mar Hospital
Bank of America United Way   
 Campaign
Barbour Corporation
Bernzott Capital Advisors
C.A. Rasmussen Inc.
Camarillo Chamber of Commerce
Camarillo Dental Practice
Casa Pacifica
Cassar Family Foundation
Child Development Resources of   
 Ventura County, Inc.
City of Camarillo
City of Thousand Oaks
Coastal Embroidery, Inc.
Compass Information Technology,   
 Inc.
Computer Products Inc
Consumer’s Title Company of   
 Southern California
Cool Planet BioFuels
Cosmetic Technologies
David and Rae Wiener Foundation   
 Inc.
Delta Kappa Gamma Society
Digital Energy
Ferguson Case Orr Paterson LLP
Full Sun Designs
G & C Technologies Inc
Gibbs International Trucks Inc.
Gills Onions, LLC
Gold Star Staffing, LLC
Heart Shockers Education
HMH Energy Resources
Koppel, Patrick, Heybl & Philpott
Laube Technology
Maulhardt Industrial Center
Mike Brucker Ranch Co.
Musick, Peeler & Garrett LLP
OnRamp Communications
Over The Net
Oxnard Gem and Mineral Society
P.E.C. Marketing, Inc.
Pacific Coast Business Times
Peo Sisterhood Chapter lu
ProVisors
Quality Bicycle Products, Inc.
Saalex Solutions, Inc.
Santa Barbara Zoo

Santa Monica Mountains Fund
Serpentine Partners, LLC
St. John’s Pleasant Valley Hospital
Staples Construction Co. Inc.
Steve French’s Foothill Financial,   
 INC.
United Way California Capital Region
Valley Vista Consulting, Inc.
Ventura Investment Co
Young Leaders Society Ventura   
 County
Zenith Information System, Inc.

Grants 
Alcoa Foundation
American Forests
Amgen, Inc. 
AT&T
Bank of America Charitable   
 Foundation
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Limoneira Foundation
Sage Publications, Inc.
Southern California Edison
Ventura County Community   
 Foundation

Gifts In-Kind
Alma Rosa Winery & Vineyards
Bandits’ Grill & Bar
Beau Wine Tours
Mark Bellinger
Crystal Bernal
Blois Construction, Inc.
William Buchanan
Camerata Pacifica
Sean Carswell
Cisco’s Westlake
CK Motorsports
Coquelicot Wines
Camille and Philip Cox
Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach Hotel
May Culbertson
Barbara and Wayne Davey
Denner Winery Inc
Drum Workshop Inc
Ensemble Theatre Company
Four Brix Winery
Fresh Brothers
Irene and Jorge Garcia
Ellen McCracken and Mario Garcia
Tania Garcia
William Girvetz
Lace Granatelli
Geri and Fred Gretan  ++
Donna Gustafson
HAAS Automation, Inc.
Sharon and Clint Harper  +
Kathy and Mark Hartley
House of Dance
Sigrid Hurn
Tiina Itkonen
J Dusi Wines
Joan and Charles Karp  +
LadyFace Alehouse & Brasserie
Philippe Larraburu  Σ

Le Vigne Winery
Los Arroyos
Allison and Shaun MacDonald
Malibu Family Wines
Marriott Santa Ynez Valley
James Martinez
Carola Matera
MB2 Raceway
Meathead Movers
Patrick Murray
David Nelson
Northrop Grumman, Integrated   
 Systems
Jenee O’Dell
Ojai Music Festival
Ojai Valley Directory
Olio e Limone Ristorante 
 & Olio Pizzeria
Opera Santa Barbara
Beth and Chris Padon
Jennifer Perry
Pomar Junction
Christian Ramiller
Neil Ramiller
Rancho Oso Guest Ranch
Alice and Paul Romero
Robert Rubin
Seasons Catering
Shave It
Alan Simon
Sky High Sports
Christina Smith
David Sweet
Kathy and Donald Tillquist
Tobin James Cellars
University Glen Corporation
Ventura Beach Marriott
Ventura County Sheriff’s Department
Ventura Music Festival
Panda Kroll and Kevin Volkan
Marc Weitzel
Nebil Zarif
Stephanie and Kurt Zierhut

http://www.csuci.edu/financialaid/scholarships.htm


Ontario “Terry” Lacey is a testament 
to what a self-described “late bloomer” can 

accomplish. After dropping out of college at the age 
of 18, he joined the Navy and became an aviation 
electrician. In his 30s, he finished college and 
launched a minor-league football career with a 
championship-winning team. This year, at the age of 
40, he’s graduating from medical school and starting 
his residency in internal medicine at the Naval 
Medical Center San Diego as a lieutenant.

“I never rest on what I’ve done in the past,” he said. “I 
use failure and fear of failure as motivation. I’m always 
looking ahead to what I want to accomplish.”

Lacey grew up in the Tuxedo 
housing projects of Birmingham, 
Alabama, the oldest of four 
children, raised by his mother and 
grandmother. He was a gifted student 
and showed an early aptitude for 
science and medicine—an interest 
stoked by his siblings’ battles with 
sickle cell anemia and experiences 
working in the lab of University of 
Alabama Professor Gail Cassell, one of 
the nation’s leading infectious disease 
specialists, now at Harvard University.

Lacey was awarded a prestigious 
Bausch & Lomb Science Scholarship 
to the University of Rochester in New 
York, but adjusting to the foreign 
environment proved too much for 
him. He dropped out after a year and 
returned to Birmingham, where he 
met his wife and joined the Navy.

Over the next 15 years in the 
Navy, Lacey moved to New Orleans 
and California, climbed the ranks to supervisor, 
welcomed a daughter, and launched a minor-league 
football career. But he never abandoned his dream 
of medical school. While on active duty at Point 
Mugu, he enrolled in community college. In 2008, 
he transferred to CI as a chemistry major.

“CI was a welcome contrast to my experience at the 
University of Rochester,” he said. “The professors were 
so approachable and helpful. The campus was beautiful. 
I loved every minute of my time there. I’m very proud I 
graduated from CI. I tell everybody about it.”

Lacey participated in the Louis Stokes Alliance 
for Minority Participation, performed Alzheimer’s 
research with Associate Professor of Chemistry Blake 
Gillespie, played football for the West Coast Sharks 
and the Inglewood Blackhawks, and graduated cum 
laude in 2010. 

He was recruited by the University of Missouri School 
of Medicine and enrolled in 2011. There he served 
on the medical school’s admission committee for two 
years, was president of the Student National Medical 
Association chapter for two years, and received both 
the Welliver Scholarship in Neurology for Multiple 
Sclerosis and the American Academy of Family 

Physicians FHFM summer scholarship. 
“I love internal medicine because it’s solving a 

puzzle,” he said. “I enjoy interacting with the patients 
and figuring out how to solve their problems. It’s just 
like ‘House.’”

Lacey and his family are pleased to return to 
California, which feels like home. But Lacey says that’s 
not the end of the road for him.

“I’d like to be the dean of a medical school one day,” 
he said. “If I can come from the projects to where I’m 
going, anything is possible.” -C

The triumph of a ‘late bloomer’

By Marya Jones Barlow

Ontario Lacey, ’10 B.S. Chemistry 

Chemistry grad took a long but impressive road to becoming a doctor

Photo courtesy of J. Evan Arnold
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CI graduate Ontario Lacey talks with a patient at the Cooper County Memorial Hospital, where 
he worked and volunteered while attending the University of Missouri School of Medicine.

On behalf of the students, faculty, and staff, we gratefully acknowledge the following donors who made gifts in support of 
California State University Channel Islands during 2014. Every gift makes a difference and every donor is appreciated. Every 
effort has been made to post a complete and accurate list. Please report errors to the Development office at 805-437-3165.

Honor Roll of Donors

Legacy Members Σ  President’s Circle Members + Five to Nine-Years ++ Ten to Fourteen Years +++ Fifteen Years and Above ++++

Kamryn White
Mary White
Douglas Whitesell
Cameron Whitley
Gary Wilde
Meredith Wilder
Juanita Wildy
Steven Wilkinson
Beth Williams
Brian Williams
Donald Wilson
Laura Wilson
Thomas Wilson
Abigail Windle
Blake Windrum
Jay Wingert
Sheilah Arbuckle and David Wirsing
Kaj Wirsing
Barbara and Paul Witman
Audrey Witt
Traci Witt
Megan Wittstruck
Brian Wong
Ronald Wong
Anthony Wovenu
Julie and Chris Wrenn
Steve Wyman
Tanya Yancheson
Mindy and Howard Yaras
Nicolette Yarber
Janet and Kevinn Yokota
Alan Young
Connie Young
JuliaRuth Young
Alice Yu
John Yudelson
Lee Yulzari
Paola and Francisco Zamora
Roberto Zaragoza
Martha Zavala
Robert Zeider
Zeineba Zeinu
Gracianna Zethraeus
Robert Zhang
Stephanie and Kurt Zierhut
Olivia Zolfaghari
Lorena Zwaal and Angel Rosales
Sandra Zwick
Kaylie and David Zych

Gifts from 
Businesses and 
Organizations 
MAJOR GIFTS

Amgen, Inc.
Cottage Health System
Rabobank
Sage Publications, Inc.
Samuel B. and Margaret C. Mosher   
 Foundation
Southern California Gas Company
Ventura County Community   
 Foundation

$10,000-$24,999

Aera Energy LLC  ++
Airborne Technologies, Inc.
AT&T
Bank of America Charitable   
 Foundation, Inc
Healthstat, Inc.
Roadrunner Shuttle & Limousine   
 Service
The Sence Foundation
Ventura County Community College   
 District
Ventura County Office of Education
Wells Fargo Bank
Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

A.V. Metrics, LLC
American Association of University   
 Women
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Fashion Forms
FoodShare, Inc.
Gene Haas Foundation
Harrison Industries
Havasi Wilderness Foundation
Montecito Bank & Trust
National Council of Professors
 
$1,000-$4,999

Alcoa Fastening Systems
Altrusa Club of Oxnard
American Tooth Industries
Anderson Construction
The Ayco Charitable Foundation
Bank of America
California Resources Corporation
City of San Buenaventura
Community Memorial Health   
 System
DCH Auto Group
Delta Kappa Gamma Society   
 International
Farber Hass Hurley, LLP
Franklin Templeton Giving Fund
Gannett National Shared Service   
 Center
GFWC Camarillo Women’s Club
Golden State Self Storage
Gordon Ross Medical Foundation
Heritage Oaks Bancorp
Hi-Temp Insulation
Johnson and Johnson Employee   
 Funds
Meissner Filtration 
 Products, Inc.  +++
Merritt H. Adamson Trust
Mission Wealth Management, LLC
Morton Capital Management
Ojai Oil Company  ++++
Pacific Western Bank
PCL Construction Services, Inc.
Professional Planning  +
San Diego State University

Santa Rosa Plaza 
 Associates LLC  ++
Scott Family Foundation
Silicon Valley Foundation
Southern California Edison
St. John’s Regional Medical Center
TOLD Corporation  +++
UBS Financial Services
United Way of Ventura County
Vanguard Charitable
Ventura County Credit Union
Westlake Village Inn

$100–$999

Al Lowe Construction, Inc.
Amgen Foundation
Arnold LaRochelle Mathews   
 VanConas & Zirbel LLP
Aurora Vista Del Mar Hospital
Bank of America United Way   
 Campaign
Barbour Corporation
Bernzott Capital Advisors
C.A. Rasmussen Inc.
Camarillo Chamber of Commerce
Camarillo Dental Practice
Casa Pacifica
Cassar Family Foundation
Child Development Resources of   
 Ventura County, Inc.
City of Camarillo
City of Thousand Oaks
Coastal Embroidery, Inc.
Compass Information Technology,   
 Inc.
Computer Products Inc
Consumer’s Title Company of   
 Southern California
Cool Planet BioFuels
Cosmetic Technologies
David and Rae Wiener Foundation   
 Inc.
Delta Kappa Gamma Society
Digital Energy
Ferguson Case Orr Paterson LLP
Full Sun Designs
G & C Technologies Inc
Gibbs International Trucks Inc.
Gills Onions, LLC
Gold Star Staffing, LLC
Heart Shockers Education
HMH Energy Resources
Koppel, Patrick, Heybl & Philpott
Laube Technology
Maulhardt Industrial Center
Mike Brucker Ranch Co.
Musick, Peeler & Garrett LLP
OnRamp Communications
Over The Net
Oxnard Gem and Mineral Society
P.E.C. Marketing, Inc.
Pacific Coast Business Times
Peo Sisterhood Chapter lu
ProVisors
Quality Bicycle Products, Inc.
Saalex Solutions, Inc.
Santa Barbara Zoo

Santa Monica Mountains Fund
Serpentine Partners, LLC
St. John’s Pleasant Valley Hospital
Staples Construction Co. Inc.
Steve French’s Foothill Financial,   
 INC.
United Way California Capital Region
Valley Vista Consulting, Inc.
Ventura Investment Co
Young Leaders Society Ventura   
 County
Zenith Information System, Inc.

Grants 
Alcoa Foundation
American Forests
Amgen, Inc. 
AT&T
Bank of America Charitable   
 Foundation
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Limoneira Foundation
Sage Publications, Inc.
Southern California Edison
Ventura County Community   
 Foundation

Gifts In-Kind
Alma Rosa Winery & Vineyards
Bandits’ Grill & Bar
Beau Wine Tours
Mark Bellinger
Crystal Bernal
Blois Construction, Inc.
William Buchanan
Camerata Pacifica
Sean Carswell
Cisco’s Westlake
CK Motorsports
Coquelicot Wines
Camille and Philip Cox
Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach Hotel
May Culbertson
Barbara and Wayne Davey
Denner Winery Inc
Drum Workshop Inc
Ensemble Theatre Company
Four Brix Winery
Fresh Brothers
Irene and Jorge Garcia
Ellen McCracken and Mario Garcia
Tania Garcia
William Girvetz
Lace Granatelli
Geri and Fred Gretan  ++
Donna Gustafson
HAAS Automation, Inc.
Sharon and Clint Harper  +
Kathy and Mark Hartley
House of Dance
Sigrid Hurn
Tiina Itkonen
J Dusi Wines
Joan and Charles Karp  +
LadyFace Alehouse & Brasserie
Philippe Larraburu  Σ

Le Vigne Winery
Los Arroyos
Allison and Shaun MacDonald
Malibu Family Wines
Marriott Santa Ynez Valley
James Martinez
Carola Matera
MB2 Raceway
Meathead Movers
Patrick Murray
David Nelson
Northrop Grumman, Integrated   
 Systems
Jenee O’Dell
Ojai Music Festival
Ojai Valley Directory
Olio e Limone Ristorante 
 & Olio Pizzeria
Opera Santa Barbara
Beth and Chris Padon
Jennifer Perry
Pomar Junction
Christian Ramiller
Neil Ramiller
Rancho Oso Guest Ranch
Alice and Paul Romero
Robert Rubin
Seasons Catering
Shave It
Alan Simon
Sky High Sports
Christina Smith
David Sweet
Kathy and Donald Tillquist
Tobin James Cellars
University Glen Corporation
Ventura Beach Marriott
Ventura County Sheriff’s Department
Ventura Music Festival
Panda Kroll and Kevin Volkan
Marc Weitzel
Nebil Zarif
Stephanie and Kurt Zierhut



Manijeh (Kuchikali) Motaghy will 
forever remember CI Psychology Professor 

Kevin Volkan’s Asian Thoughts class as the catalyst that 
changed her life.

“We were studying Buddhism and a thought came to 
me that said, ‘I am a Buddhist,’” she recalled. “Finally, 
there was some formal teaching that encapsulated 
what I had always believed and tried to practice. That 
class was a huge door to happiness.”

That realization, at age 40, set Motaghy on a 
fulfilling career path combining her work as an 
organizational management consultant with the 
teaching of mindfulness and meditation, long before 
it gained popularity in the business world.

Motaghy went on to earn her doctorate in 
Organizational Management Consulting from Phillips 
Graduate Institute in Los Angeles and attained 
certification as an Authorized Mindfulness Teacher 
from UCLA’s Mindfulness Awareness Research Center.

Today, she brings her expertise as a trainer, author, 
speaker and teacher to organizations and individuals 
throughout Southern California. With her guidance, 
students and clients learn how to use mindfulness 
and meditation to manage stress, emotions, thoughts 
and perceptions, and enhance success and well-being.

As founder of Mindful Business Institute, Motaghy 
leads workshops, retreats and training sessions for 
Health Net, the Motion Picture & Television Fund, 
the Los Angeles Unified School District, the Girl 
Scouts of America, and CSU Channel Islands, to 
name a few. 

As co-founder and executive director of Mindful 
Valley, she conducts classes and retreats in Los 
Angeles and the San Fernando Valley for people 
seeking to improve their personal and professional 
lives through mindfulness and meditation.

And as an instructor at UCLA’s Mindful Awareness 
Research Center, she teaches six-week Mindful 
Awareness Practices courses for anyone hoping to 
apply mindfulness in their daily lives.

Motaghy’s services are in high demand in corporate, 
public, academic and nonprofit settings, where she 
offers a secular version of mindfulness that teaches 
the principles and practice of meditation without 
focusing on Buddhism.

“I feel like I discovered a mountain of gold and 
there’s no end to it,” she said. “I love sharing it with 
others and seeing them learn about their own minds, 
manage their emotions, and become happier people 
and employees.”

Motaghy moved to the U.S. from Iran during high 
school and adapted to a new language and culture 
before earning a fashion degree, getting married, 
and having two children. After nearly 20 years 
co-managing her husband’s medical lab business, 
Motaghy still felt unfulfilled. Years of soul-searching 
led her to enroll in CI’s Psychology program in 2003.

“CI was my heaven,” she recalled. “I loved every 
moment of it. Beautiful campus, welcoming people. A 
truly student-centered mission in action.”

Motaghy became president of the Psychology 
Club, sat on the Diversity, Humanity and Cultural 
Committee, and was named “Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Universities and Colleges” – all 
while raising two school-aged boys and commuting 
from the Valley.

After graduating in 2003, she served on the Board 
of Directors for CI’s Alumni & Friends Association for 
six years.

Today, she’s proud to have high-profile clients while 
also doing public service—with over 12,000 hours of 
volunteer work to build Mindful Valley as a nonprofit.

“My students often tell me this is saving their life 
and allowing them to be happy,” she said. “This is 
when my mission is accomplished over and over.” -C

Mindful 
business expert

Manijeh Motaghy,  
’05 B.A. Psychology

By Marya Jones Barlow
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Hiromi Arai, ’07 B.S. Chemistry

Hiromi Arai is completing an Allergan-USC post-doctoral 
fellowship and helping a global pharmaceutical company create 

extended and sustained-release drug delivery devices. She earned her 
Ph.D. in molecular biology and biochemistry from the University of 
California Irvine in 2012.

Born in Japan, Arai came to the U.S. to attend boarding school in 
Texas and headed to California to earn her first bachelor’s degree 
in exercise science at USC. She spent her 20s working as a personal 
trainer, teacher, and in office jobs around Southern California.

After becoming interested in the healing power of science, she 
enrolled in classes at CI looking for a new career path.

“I started taking a few chemistry classes while working part-time,” 
she said. “The professors made it so interesting, I just kept coming 
back.”

Arai ended up earning a second bachelor’s degree—this time in 
chemistry—while working at CI as a lab assistant, tutoring, participating in faculty research on proteins and 
Alzheimer’s disease, and interning at Amgen.

Through those experiences, Arai says she realized she wanted to go to graduate school and continue doing 
research.

“CI gave me a tremendous opportunity to get involved and led me to a lot of other great opportunities,” she 
said. “I want to continue on this path combining knowledge of biochemistry and drug discovery. I want to be 
able to help people by science.”

Josh Dennis, ’09 B.S. Environmental 
Science & Resource Management

A 2009 graduate of CI’s Environmental Science & 
Resource Management program, Josh Dennis is now an 

attorney focusing on litigation for workers’ compensation, OSHA, 
employment law and other administrative and civil issues.

Along the way, he earned his law degree from the University of 
San Diego School of Law, serving as Editor-in-Chief of the San Diego 
Journal of Climate & Energy Law. Following law school, Dennis clerked 
for a federal judge in San Diego. Since then, he moved to Oregon, 
passed both the Oregon and Washington bar exams, and joined the 
law firm Cummins, Goodman, Denley & Vickers, where he represents 
employers throughout the Pacific Northwest.

“CI helped me develop the confidence to be successful in law school 
and in my career as a lawyer,” he said. “CI’s small community and the 
professors’ open-door policies provided me with endless opportunities 
to speak with professors one-on-one. These interactions required me to 

be well-prepared and be able to coherently express my ideas and questions—a skill that has proven very useful 
during meetings with other attorneys at the firm.”

In his free time, Dennis says he enjoys playing golf, hiking, snowboarding, and exploring Portland’s food and 
craft beer scene with his fiancée, Kristin. He is happy to offer advice to CI undergraduates and fellow alumni 
contemplating a career in law.

Where are they now?
By Marya Jones Barlow
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vs

PURCHASE TICKETS 
go.csuci.edu/DodgerDay

Ticket Price Includes  
FREE Transportation from  
CSU Channel Islands

LOCATION PRICE
Reserve MVP  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $40
All-You-Can-Eat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $43
Infield Loge Box  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $65

2015 COMMUNITY 
CELEBRITY PITCHER

Sheriff Geoff Dean, 
Ventura County Sheriff ’s Office 

Come support your 
local Sheriff! 

HOME RUN SPONSOR

CSU CHANNEL ISLANDS 12th  ANNUAL

ALUMNI & FRIENDS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2015 
12:10 P.M. GAME TIME
DODGER STADIUM

Alumni & Friends Wine & Brews Cruise
More than 110 community friends and alumni gathered on the Scarlett Belle riverboat in the Channel Islands 
Harbor for a beautiful evening cruise on June 18.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For a complete list of University events, visit www.csuci.edu

 Summer 2015: WATERSPORTS CAMPS at the Channel Islands Boating Center 

  go.csuci.edu/boating

 August 21-26: DOLPHIN ENGAGEMENT WEEK
  www.csuci.edu/nsotp/welcome-week

 August 23: Fall semester—Saturday classes begin
 August 25: Fall semester—Weekday classes begin

 Fall Semester Series: LIBRARY LECTURE SERIES
   www.csuci.edu/academics/artsandsciences/library-lecture-series
  Martin V. Smith School of Business & Economics SPEAKERS SERIES 
  business.csuci.edu/events.htm
  
 September 19: FUNDRAISER: CSU Channel Islands Foundation and Rabobank present
  “Chris Botti - Live In Concert” at the Libbey Bowl, Ojai
  For tickets and information: www. csuci.edu

   September 25: Save the Date—SIERRA HALL opening dedication

 October 4: 12TH annual Alumni & Friends DODGER DAY 
  Purchase tickets: go.csuci.edu/DodgerDay

MVS Spring 2015 Speaker
Zohar Ziv

(schedules to post early 
fall semester)

STAY CONNECTED  FACEBOOK TWITTER PINTEREST GOOGLE+ instagram 

http://go.csuci.edu/boating
http://www.csuci.edu/presidents-concert/index.htm
http://go.csuci.edu/DodgerDay
https://www.facebook.com/CSUChannelIslands
https://twitter.com/csuci
https://www.pinterest.com/csuci/
https://plus.google.com/u/0/+CaliforniaStateUniversityChannelIslands/posts
https://instagram.com/csuci/



