
Overview:

University 498 is intended to stimulate Faculty-Student collaborative research. The intention is to create a course that promotes faculty research and adds value to undergraduate education at CSUCI.  This call is for a faculty-student collaboration on an interdisciplinary research project. The general call for non-SPIRaL UNIV 498 courses will be issued later in the semester.
A successful UNIV 498 proposal will result in a course that is part of a normal teaching load.  The purpose of the course is for faculty to collaborate with students on a research project by making the students active participants in the research process. The faculty member may choose to involve students in an existing research project in which he/she is engaged, or establish an additional project that the faculty member would otherwise not be able to pursue due to time constraints.  

Benefits for Faculty

· By combining research with teaching, faculty get more time to pursue their research in the context of their existing teaching load.

· By combining research with teaching, faculty get help with their research from motivated students.

· By combining research with teaching, faculty can improve their research productivity, and may have the opportunity to pursue additional research projects.

Benefits for Students  

· Students learn by doing: 

· Students are introduced to important research puzzles in the field.

· Students apply more sophisticated modes of observation and/or analysis.

· Students may be exposed to advanced literatures.

· Students improve their written and oral communication skills.

· Students develop tangible products and skills that make them more attractive to employers.

· Students who are exposed to research may consider pursuing graduate degrees.

· Research skills, conference participation, and even publications may make students more attractive to graduate programs.

Benefits for CSUCI

Faculty-Student collaborative research can help to distinguish CSUCI as a “different kind of CSU.” Our students don’t just “learn,” they are participating in the creation of knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: My research is long-term; and 15 weeks does not seem enough time for students working on my project to experience research from beginning to end.  Doesn’t this program favor short-term experiments over long-term projects?
A: No. This course is intended to give students the opportunity to engage in the research process—to get a window on the process and develop higher-level skills—and not necessarily to experience research from beginning to end, from initial idea to finished product.

Q: Could I teach UNIV 498 over two semesters to better immerse students in the research process?
A: Given the current resources—only six UNIV 498 sections in the Spring Semester—it is unlikely that we can award two sections to one faculty member at this time. In the future we hope that faculty will be interested in involving students in longer-term research projects.

Q: How can students be of help to me when they do not have the substantive knowledge or analytical skills necessary to be involved in research?

A: In the short-run faculty may want to recruit advanced students who have those skills to their courses. In the long-run faculty may want to anticipate teaching UNIV 498 by offering a class or classes in a previous semester that lead in to the 498 experience.

Q: What is expected of the students?

A: Beyond learning and gaining experience through research, students will be expected to present on their research experience at a Spring CSUCI Undergraduate Research Conference. This will be a poster session in which students present a “research note” style poster that reflects their learning during the semester. As above, there is no expectation that the poster will necessarily reflect the full arc of a research project.
Q: Does the research completed over the semester have to be presented by me and/or the students at an off-campus conference?

A: Not necessarily. There are many low- or no-cost venues for undergraduate research (e.g. Southern California Council on Undergraduate Research), but involvement in this or any other conference is not required. Faculty may, however, choose to encourage student to participate in these conferences.

Q: Are funds available to help students pay the cost of conference participation?

A: At this time there are no funds available to underwrite such participation.  The Student Research Steering Committee may issue a call for applications for student travel funding later in the year.
Q: Does University 498 have to be a course entirely separate from my other preparations?

A: No. Some faculty may find it desirable to keep the UNIV 498 course discrete from their other teaching responsibilities. Others may want to “pair” it with a substantive course and have selected students from that course involved in the UNIV 498 research component.

Q: We already have independent study courses, why do we need UNIV 498?

A: Unlike individual studies, which are often one-on-one, University 498 involves a group of students in collaboration with the faculty member. Individual studies often become “readings” courses. University 498 involves students who are actively engaged in the research process.

Q: How will proposal be evaluated?

A: The UNIV 498 committee has developed a rubric. It is attached to this document. SPIRaL directors will evaluate proposals.
Q: We have capstone courses; how is this different from that?

A: Often capstone courses revolve around a research project of the student’s choosing. The research project in University 498 is different in that student learning is focused on a research project of the faculty member’s choosing.

Q: How does this fit into my teaching load?

A: University 498 counts as 3 WTU. It counts as one of your regular courses.

Q: Will I get paid more to teach UNIV 498?

A: No. As of now there is no additional stipend for faculty.  

Q: How about students: Will they receive a stipend for participation?

A: Not at this time. But the credits will count toward graduation.

Q: What about the costs of research: Is there money available to help programs and students cover the costs of research projects?
A: At this point there are no monies to cover expendables, travel costs, and the like. The Student Research Steering Committee may issue a call for applications for student research supplies later in the year. Additionally, you might consider applying for IRA funding for your course if it is approved.

Q: How will this impact the workload in my program?

A: You will need to discuss this with your program Chair. Faculty who are chosen to offer a UNIV 498 course will not be available to teach another course in their program. The Faculty member and the Chair will need to fully discuss how the Spring Semester course offerings may be influenced by the UNIV 498 offering.

Q: How many students are required for UNIV 498?

A: A section should aim for around 6 students.

Q: Will any student be able to sign up for UNIV 498?
A: No. It will be up to the individual faculty member to recruit students to the course using any criteria they consider appropriate for maximizing the success of the research experience.

Proposal Elements

Please prepare a proposal (no more than 4 pages double-spaced, exclusive of bibliography and budget) that addresses the following:

1. Name(s) and Programs(s) of faculty member(s) applying

2. Title: What is the title of your project?

3. Briefly explain the nature of your research. Please be sure to cast your explanation in terms that can be understood by a non-specialist.

a. What is the central question?

b. What are your data (observations)?
c. What modes of analysis do you employ?

d. What are your expected findings?

e. What is the interdisciplinary nature of the research?

4. How will students be incorporated into your research project? Please be specific about the tasks that they will be assigned as part of your research. What insight into the research process do you anticipate students will get from their participation?

5. How many hours per week will students work on your project? (To provide three credits, students must be involved in 9 hours work per week, on average.) How will that be distributed between group/individual meetings and independent work?

6. Do you have any experience mentoring undergraduate researchers?  If so, please describe your success and how it might inform the current activities.

7. How will the efforts of the students be acknowledged in your research? (as coauthors, in the acknowledgements, etc.) 

Budget and Justification: Please submit a budget for this research. There may be some funding available for research-related expenses (around $600). 

Institutional Review Board Approval 
If your project involves research on human subjects (including students in classes you teach), your proposal should be submitted to the Institutional Review Board (IRB) and be approved before the beginning of the Spring Semester. Information about the IRB approval process can be obtained from the Office of Research and Sponsored Projects; contact Barbara Thorpe (Barbara.Thorpe@csuci.edu) or Amanda Quintero (Amanda.Quintero@csuci.edu) for more information about the IRB process.
Conditions of acceptance:

If your project is accepted for inclusion in the pilot project you will be required to:

1. Serve on an ad hoc selection committee for UNIV 498 proposals during the semester following your UNIV 498 course. While serving on the ad hoc committee, you will not be eligible to propose or teach a 498 course.

2. Have all UNIV 498 students participate in a CSUCI Undergraduate Research Conference; attend the Conference yourself.
3. File a brief report on the UNIV 498 experience that will be used to promote undergraduate research and help to refine the UNIV 498 concept.

I accept these conditions:

_____________________________________
___________________

Proposer Signature





Date

I have reviewed this proposal and discussed with the faculty member the impact of teaching UNIV 498 on overall program workload. I support the application for UNIV 498.

____________________________________
___________________

Chair Signature





Date

Evaluation Rubric for University 498 Proposal

	Objective
	Criterion
	Evaluation

	
	
	Poor
	
	
	
	Excellent

	General Attributes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The proposal clearly states the central question of the faculty member’s research.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	The proposal clearly discusses the “data” (broadly conceived) used in the faculty member’s research.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	The proposal clearly discusses the mode of analysis the faculty member will employ.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	The proposal clearly discusses the expected findings of the research.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	There is every reason to believe this is a good research project.
	1

(No)
	2
	3
	4
	5

(Yes)

	Student Involvement
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The proposal clearly discusses the role that students will play in the research project.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	The proposal clearly articulates how students will benefit from involvement in the research project
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	The proposal discusses the amount of work students will be required to do for the course, and how that workload will be distributed.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	The proposal clearly spells out how involving students in the research project will benefit the faculty member’s research agenda.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Faculty member has experience mentoring undergraduate research.
	0

(No)
	
	
	
	1

(Yes)

	
	The faculty member clearly states how student’s involvement in their research will be acknowledged at the point of dissemination.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	There is every reason to believe that students will derive significant benefit from their involvement with this research project.
	1

(No)
	2
	3
	4
	5

(Yes)

	Interdisciplinarity
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The proposal articulates how the research is interdisciplinary.
	0

(No)
	
	
	
	1

(Yes)

	Budget
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The proposal includes a budget.
	0

(No)
	
	
	
	1

(Yes)
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