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Citation, Documentation of Sources

Q. How do you recommend citing content developed or generated by artificial intelligence, such as ChatGPT? Many
scholarly publishers are requiring its identification though also requiring human authors to take responsibility for it and
will not permit the AI to have “authorship.”

A. You do need to credit ChatGPT and similar tools whenever you use the text that they generate in your own work. But
for most types of writing, you can simply acknowledge the AI tool in your text (e.g., “The following recipe for pizza dough
was generated by ChatGPT”).

If you need a more formal citation—for example, for a student paper or for a research article—a numbered footnote or
endnote might look like this:

1. Text generated by ChatGPT, March 7, 2023, OpenAI, https://chat.openai.com/chat.

ChatGPT is the author of the content, and the date is the date the text was generated. OpenAI (the organization that
developed ChatGPT) is then listed as the publisher or sponsor of the content. After that, the URL tells us where the
ChatGPT tool may be found, but because readers can’t get to the cited content (see below), that URL isn’t an essential
element of the citation.

If the prompt hasn’t been included in the text, it can be included in the note:

1. ChatGPT, response to “Explain how to make pizza dough from common household ingredients,” March 7, 2023,
OpenAI.

If you’ve edited the AI-generated text, you should say so in the text or at the end of the note (e.g., “edited for style and
content”). But you don’t need to say, for example, that you’ve applied smart quotes or adjusted the font; changes like those
can be imposed silently (see CMOS 13.7 and 13.8).

If you’re using author-date instead of notes, any information not in the text would be placed in a parenthetical text
reference. For example, “(ChatGPT, March 7, 2023).”

But don’t cite ChatGPT in a bibliography or reference list. Though OpenAI assigns unique URLs to conversations
generated from your prompts, those can’t be used by others to access the same content (they require your login
credentials), making a ChatGPT conversation like an email, phone, or text conversation—or any other type of personal
communication (see CMOS 14.214 and 15.53).

To sum things up, you must credit ChatGPT when you reproduce its words within your own work, but that information
should be put in the text or in a note—not in a bibliography or reference list. Other AI-generated text can be cited similarly.
Check back with us for updates on this evolving topic.

For some considerations on the use of AI in scholarly publishing and the responsibilities of authors, start with this position
statement on authorship and AI tools from COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics).

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/book/ed17/part2/ch13/psec007.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/book/ed17/part2/ch13/psec008.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-2.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/book/ed17/part3/ch14/psec214.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/book/ed17/part3/ch15/psec053.html
https://publicationethics.org/cope-position-statements/ai-author
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Q. How do you cite images generated by DALL·E?

A. According to an article on the website of OpenAI, the organization responsible for DALL·E, “If you’d like to cite
DALL·E, we’d recommend including wording such as ‘This image was created with the assistance of DALL·E 2’ or ‘This
image was generated with the assistance of AI’ ” (see “How Should I Credit DALL·E in My Work?,” accessed March 7,
2023).

In other words, be sure to give credit to the source, as you would for any image (see CMOS 3.29–37). Here’s an image
created by DALL·E 2:

The credit for that image might read as follows (with the prompt used to generate the image in quotation marks):

“A modern office rendered as a cubist painting,” image generated by OpenAI’s DALL·E 2, March 5, 2023.

While we’re on the subject of AI, the OpenAI article linked to above ends with the following statement: “This article was
generated with the help of GPT-3.” GPT-3 is the third iteration of the generative language model used in the development
of ChatGPT, the chatbot that was released to the public in November 2022.

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
https://help.openai.com/en/articles/6640875-how-should-i-credit-dall-e-in-my-work
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/book/ed17/part1/ch03/psec029.html
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